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MUSCAT 1374

1. SUMMARY. THE OMAN GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE TO DILUTE ITS TRADI=-
TIONAL MILITARY DEPENDENCE ON THE BRITISHM BY STEPPING UP ITS
COOPERATION wITH THE U,S, HAS SURFACED AGAIN IN RECENT WEEKS,
AMONG THE FORMS THIS HAS TAKEN IS A SUGGESTION FOR THE U.S. TO
ASSTGN A MILITARY ATTACHE TOD MUSCAT, ALSOs SULTAN PERSONALLY
IN RECEIVING COMIDEASTFOR AND STAFFDEL VAN DUSEN UNDERSCORED
HIS RECEPTIVENESS TO GREATER MILITARY CODPERATIONs AND WENT
OUT OF HIS WAY PUBLICLY TO DEMONSTRATE THAT HE WELCOMES U.S.
FLEET VISITS, END SUMMARY,

2. IN EMBASSY'S RECENT CONTACTS WITH UPPER LEVEL OMANGOV
OFFICIALS, INCLUDING SULTAN QABDOSs IT HAS SECOME INCREASINGLY
PLAIN THAT OMAN IS SEEKING CLOSER AND MORE EXTENSIVE BILATERAL
MILITARY RELATONSHIP WITH US, THIS HAS MANIFESTED ITSELF,

FOR EXAMPLEs IN (A) SULTAN'S OWN REMARKS TO COMIDEASTFOR

AND AMBASSADOR ON OCTOBER 17» (B) SULTAN'S IMMEDIATE ACCEPTANCE
OF INVITATION Tg PAY VISIT TO VISITING USS OUPONEs (C) RE=-
PEATED EXPRESSIONS TO STAFFDEL VAN DUSEN DCT 31/NDV 1 OF

STRONG OFFICIAL

INTEREST IN HELP OF MILITARY SORTs ESPECIALLY

TRAININGs FROM THE U.S.» (D) SULTAN'S OWN

DIRECT STATEMENT

TO STAFFDEL WELCOMING MORE OIRECT MILITARY COOPERATION AND
(E) OMANIS' STRONG PITCH DURING STAFFDEL VISIT FOR ASSIGN-
MENT OF US MILITARY ATTACMEs PREFERABLY NAVALs IN MUSCAT,

3, WHILE NO ONE PERSON DR ONE SINGLE FACTOR IS BEHIND THIS

y >4

PUSHs THE PRIME MOVER», IN DUR JUDGMENTs 1S SULTAN'S EQUERRY T
<
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TIM LANDON, [T WAS PROBABLY LANDON ([F NOT QABUDS HIMSELF)
WHO DRCHESTRATED THE REPEATED SUGGESTIONS TO STAFFDEL THAT

A US MILATT BE ASSIGNED HERE. BRIG, LANDON FOR SOME YEARS
HAS ADVDCATED CLOSER RELATIONS BETWEEN OMAN AND USG, PARTLY
QUT OF BASIC BELIEF THAT IT BEHDOVES OMAN TU DEVELOP MDRE
MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE GREAT POWER WHOSE BASIC
IDEOLDGY AND POLICIES ARE COMPATIBLE WITH OMAN'S, ANDR PARTLY
FROM CONVICTION THAT BRITAIN'S STAR IS FALLING FAST AND THAT
OMAN CANNOT AFFDRD TO REMAIN WITHOUT A VIABLE OPTION FOR
RECEIVING MILITARY TRAININGs GUIDANCE AND ASSISTANCE,

BEING MILITARY MAN HIMSELFs AND KNOWING BETTER THAN

ANYONE THAT QABODS IS PARTICULARLY AT EASE IN MILITARY
SURROUNINGS, LANDON MAY GELIEVE THAT HE AND OTHERS AT OMANI
DECISION-MAKING LEVEL COULD MAKE MDRE PROGRESS TOWARD THEIR
GDALS VIS~A-VIS THE US [F AMEMBASSY MUSCAT INCLUDED A PER~
MANENT MILITARY LIAISON DFFICER, HE MAY ALSO SURMISE THAT
SUCH A PERSON By HAVING DIRECT CHANNEL TD PENTAGON COULD
"PRODUCE RESULTS™ MDRE QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY. WE CaAN DONLY
GUESS AT DEGREE TOD wHICH THESE ESSENTIALLY ARE ELEMENTS

IN LANDON'S OWN THINKINGs ON WHICH HE HAS PERSUADED WM,
RATHER THAN THE SULTAN'S OWN IDEAS, BUT QUR INCLINATION WOULD
3E TO ATTRIBUTE THIS LINE OF THINKING HEAVILY TO LANDON HIMSELF.

4, DMAN OF COURSE IS IN MIDST OF PREPARATIONS FDR USE AND
DEVELOPMENT 0OF MASIRAH ISLAND AFTER NEXT SPRING, THIS IS
PROBABLY ONE REASON WE ARE BEING HIT JUST AT THIS TIME FOR
CLOSER MILITARY COOPERATON, AS FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI HAS
HINGED REPEATEDLY THIS SUMMER AND FALL» AND MADE PARTICULARLY
EXPLICIT IN MEETING WITH ASST SECRETARY ATHERTON OCT 15, OMAN
WANTS HELP OF ONE KIND DR ANOTHER IN RETURN FOR REGULAR AMERICAN
USE OF MASIRAH.

5. EXACTLY WHAT THE OMANIS WANT MOST FROM US IS HARD TO SAY,
THEY HAVE REFERRED MOST FREQUENTLY TO TRAINING AND TECHNICAL
ADVISE ON MILITARY SIDEs AND TO TECHNICAL HELP ON THE CIVIL
SIDE. ND DETAILS HAVE BEEN SPECIFIED, NOR ANY INDICATION

OF PRIDRITY, WE IMAGINE THEY WILL REFRAIN FROM BEING MORE
EXACT UNLESS AND UNTIL WE TELL THEM WHAT VALUE MASIRAH HAS
FOR US SO THEY CAN GET AN IDEA HOW HIGH A PRICE TAG MAY BE
REASONABLE TD APPLY, OUR “"DIALDGUE®™ ON MASIRAH IN RECENT
MONTHS HAS BEEN ONE-SIDEDs AND SD LONG AS WE CONTINUE TO

PLAY OUR CARDS SO CLOSE TO THE CHEST, THE OMANIS CAN DONLY

GUESS AT THE DEGREE NF INTERESYT WE HAVE IN THE ISLAND. THEIR FOy,
ONLY MEANS OF PRESSURING US TO BEGIN SERIOUS TALKS OM MASIRAH e g
IS TD MOVE TOWARD RESTRICTING THE MODERATE USE WE NOW MAKE | !
OF THE 1SLAND, WHILE THEY MIGHT MOVE IN THAT DIRECTION AT %%> i§
ANY TIME, WE THINK THEY WILL HESITATE FOR SOME WHILE YET FOR . N
FEAR THAT DUR INTEREST IS NOT VERY STRONG AFTER ALL AND THAT S

THEY WILL SIMPLY BE LEFT EMPTY=-HANDEDs AND PERHAPS ALSO BECAUSE
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THEY WANY TO SEE FIRST HOW THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION SHAPES UP,

5, WE SHOULD KEEP IN MIND THAT THERE ARE AND PROBABLY WILL
CONTINUE TO BE ODIFFERING VIENWS AMONG KEY OMANGDV GFFICIALS

AND ADVISERS ON JUST HOW CLOSE OMAN SHOULD GET TO USG. THERE-
FOREs, FEELERS WE GET FROM ONF QUARTER MIGHT NEVER TAKE SHAPE

AS DFFICIAL REQUESTS, SINCE THE PARYICULAR SPONSDR MAY FAIL TO
GET NECESSARY SUPPORT ELSEWHERE IN THE SYSTEM,; OR AT LEAST EN=-
COUNTER SERIOUS DELAYS. IDEA FOR U.S., NAVAL SURVEY MISSION»

PUT FORWARD IN SEPTEMBER IN WASHINGTON BY VISITING LT. COL.

SALIM AL-GHAZALI» IS EXAMPLE DF THIS, HE HAS NOT RAISED THIS WITH
US DEPITE SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES SINCE HIS RETURN, AND DESPITE
RECENT BROACHING BY OMANIS OF IDEA OF U.S. MILITARY ATTACHEs THERE
1S NO SIGN THAY GHAZALI (WHD LEAVES AT END NOVEMBER FOR YEAR-LOUNG
SENIOR STAFF COURSE IN JDRDAN) HAS FOUND SUPPORTERS IN OMANI
HIERACHY FOR THIS CONCEPT. INDEEDs AS DEPT AWAREs OMANGDYV

HAS NOT MOVED FORWARD AT ALL TO IMPLEMENT NAVAL PERSONNEL
TRAINING PROGRAM WHICH THEY OFFICIALLY REQUESTED, AND TD

WHICH WE PROVIDED RAPID FAVORABLE RESPONSEs» IN SUMMER 1975,

7. FOR DUR PART, WE SEE ND NECESSITY OF EARLY RESPONSE TO

OMANIS REGARDING THEIR SUGGESTION ASSIGNING MILATY TO

MUSCAT, SUGGESTION STRIKES US AS PLOY TOWARD ALTERING EXISTING
USG POLICY OF LIMITED INVOLVEMENT IN OMANI MILITARY AFFAIRS,

WE D0 NOT BELIEVE LACK 0OF DAD HAS HANDICAPPED USG RESPONSIVENESS
TO LOW VOLUME OF FMS SALES AND TRAINING REQUESTS OVER PAST FEW
YEARSs THOUGH PRESENCE OF MILATT OF COURSE WOULD ENABLE SIGNI-
FICANT cxPANSION OF CONTACTS WITH OMANI MILITARY DFFICERS AND
GEMNERAL INTERNAL MILITARY INTELLIGENCE GATHERING, IF OMANIS
PURSUE [DEA WITH USs WE PLAN (SUBJECT TO POSSIBLE INSTRUCTIONS)
TO RESPOND THAT WE KNOW DF NO PRESENT OR PROPOSED FIELDS OF
MILITARY CODPERATION THAT WOULD APPEAR TD REQUIRE SUCH PERMANENT
STAFFFINGs AND TRY T DRAW QUT JUST WHAT THEY HAVE IN MIND,

8, DEPT REPEAT OTHER PDSTS AND MILITARY ADOURESSES AS DESIRED,
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. SHARED CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE GIVEN IN REFTEL WITH DAY

SISTANT HEAD NOF FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT, NOON
IVEMRER 23y DAY TELEPHDNED EMBDFF AND POINTED OUT THAT
s " = i | =
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(EYIs . THE RELTEPS REDART NUATFS THE SULTAM NF JMAN AS
MAKING THEFE FOIMTI: 13 4F IS WTLLING TO ALLOW THE LinTT®D
STATFS TN HISF #NMTLTITLRY FAFJLITIFS" On KASIKANZ 2) TvE
HATTED STATES HAS EXPRFSKED THF WISK THAT THFSE FACILITIES
Rg URERSARY (Y8 aRaTh fﬂ'“ e; 31 NRAN «TLL NQOT REFLSE TN
CRANY LOBISTIC FAaCTLYTFS TN FRYENDLY COUMTIRIFS U1 GiLVv

T PEACE TTHE Y

v 5 e=s ST ;
= g ! s WD B S, MYLTITARY PERSONVES
GE R :acw"* TES OM MASKTIRAM, MR HAS NUR PLANNINMG
Reifn ALUMG THE LT¢=3 OF ACAUYRTNG A‘Y 11,8, MILTIARY FACI =

YITES O NASTREH N2 AF STATIONTRE U3, mILITARY PERSCONVEL
THFRF, WE UHDFRSTAND THAT 3Y NEYT ygan THE GOVERNMENT
AE DMAN KTl TAKF AYFER THE AYR FTELD FFOUM THE BRITISH,
THFRE HAS REFN NA TCVMSTDERATION OF ZSTABLISAING WalT YOU
ry. L A ”U“g' q?L"quv RASE® NN THE ISLANDu

M. COMLD A4 AWEG[TAM PASE u7 NEVELDPER, CNCE THY RLITTsH
P EAYF, STNPE THE SULTAN SAYS KFOFS NOW wILLING TR LET THZ

HaYTED STATESR HISF Tef FAPILITIFS?

A, THAT GFTS TNTO DFCTISTONS THE NEXT ADMINISTRAYION // —1
WULLN HAVE TN MaRE, WRICH NF CNURSE WE ARE UMARLE T{

PRTPTCY, AVL I CAN DR T3S RFPFAT WHAT I KAVE ALSEALY SATD2
TRERT N8 RIFN N SSVSYUFPATYOM NF ESTABLISKING 2 "u,§,

MII ITARY BASF® ON MASIFAR, WE KAVE NG PERSONNEL UR ’—J
FARILIYIFS THEFE,

fi,  WHAT AD¢ THE ERENYENFY OF THF PEFUFLLING SYGPS AY
MLRLIPAH?  MAFRE PG THE FLIGATS CPIGINATE? wHERE LO THFY
2L wHAT ARF THEID DYPRASFS?

Ao TYHAT GFTS TwTG CREQATIONAL GLeSTTUNS 1 aM NOT
PRFFARFD TN NISCHSR Ty DFTALL,  ALL Y FAN SaY IS YHaY
THFSE ARE NCrssifNal FILIAKTS, ENL GUOTE. KISSIMNGER
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SURJFCT: MASTRAHE PRESS RFPNRT ON U.S, USFE
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1, PLFASE INFORM DAY THAT, WHYLF WE SHARE BRITISH HOPF
THAT U.S. REFUFLING VISITS TO MASIRAW CAN BE KEPT OUY OF
PURLTIC LIMFLIGHT, WE SFE NN LAY TQ DUCK RQUESTION SHOULD
TT ARISE WTTHOUT ESCALATING THF ISSUF AND CREATING FALSE
TMPRFSSIONN THERE IS MUCH MNRF FXTENSTVE U,S, USE OF
MASIRAH THAN IS THF FASE, AS PRACTICAL MATTER WHEN
PUNFRONTFD BY PRFSS WE WOULD #ISKH MEITHER TO DENY
FEXTSTENCF NF FLIGHTS NNR TN REFUSE COMMENT,., HENCE WE ARE )
IINABLE TO ASSURE FCO THAT WE CAN AVOID MENTJON OF U,S, /e FOR
INSF ALTHOUGH NATURALLY WF WILL NPT ADDRESS THE QUESTION k)

DECILARSIFED [ 'é
E.O. 1357 -4 SEC 3.3 € »
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NF OUR FLIGHTS UNLESS IT IS ASKED PDIRECTLY. ALSO PLEASE
NOTE THE GUIDANCE HAS ALPEADY REFN USED HERE IN RESPONSE
TU A GUERY FRQM THF NEW YDRK TTMFS, BUT NG STORY HAS
APPRFARED THFRF DR ELSFWHERE IN THF AMERICAN PRESS (OTHER
THAN IN YINTFRNATINNAL BULLETIN®™ _AST AUGUST), WE HAVE SO
TNFORMED UK FMRASSY IN WASHINGTOM AS WELL.

®, PRFSS GUTDANCE KHAS BFEM REVISED AS FOLLUMWS?

%, N, DU YOU HAVF ANY COMMFNT ON THE INTERVIEW OF THE
SUI TAN OF NMAN IN LE MONPE, WHFRE HE IS REPORTED AS
QAYING HF T8 PREPARED TO ALLNs THE UNITED STATES TO USF
MII ITTARY FACILYTTES ON MASTRAH? ARE YOU PLANNING A BASE?

A, YOU WILL NOTF THAT THE QMAN] MINTSTRY OF INFORMATION
HAS CATEGURICALLY PENIFD THAT TwF UNITED STATES HAS REFN,
AR WILL RE, ALLOWED YO URE MASIRAH AS A MILITARY BASE,

TO THAT WE WOULD ADD THAT THFERF ARF NO U.S8, MILITARY
PERSNNNEL NR U.,S, FACILITIFS oM MASIRAH, NQR HAS OUR
PLANNING BFEN ALONG THE LINES NF ACQGUIRING ANY U.S,

MI! JTARY FACTLITTES ON MASTRAHW (UR NF STATIONING U.S.

MIl| ITARY PFRONNEL THFRF, WE UNDFRSTAND THE OMANI
ROVERNMENT HAS AGRFED WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ON THE
WITHDRAWAL OF BRYTTISH TECHNICIANS FROM MASIRAK NO LATER
THAN NEXT MARCH, THFRF HAS BReFN NO COUNSIDERATION OF
FSTARLISHING WHAT YOU CALL A "U,S, MILTITARY BASE"™ ON THE
YSi AND,

A, B, COULD AN AMERICAN BASg BE DEVELOPED, ONCE THE
RRYTISH LEAVF, SINFE THE SULTAN SAYS HF IS NOW WILLING TO
| EY THE UNTTED STATES USF THE FACILITIFS?

A. THAT GFTS INTO DFCISYONS THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION
WOILD HAVE TN MAKE, WHICH 0OF CNURSF WE ARE UNABLE TO
PRFDICT, ALL T CAN DO IS REPEAT WHAY I HAVE ALREADY
SATD: THERE HAS BFEN NQ CNNSINERATION OF ESTABRLISHING A
"eS. MILITARY BASF, ON MASIRAH, WF HAVE NO PERSONNEL

NR FACILITYES THERF,

R, 0, HAS THF UNITED STATE® MaADE ANY USE OF THE *OR,
FAPILITIFS ON MASIRAH TYSLAND? & <

o B

(?‘9:, *
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A, T CAN CONFYRM THAT U,S, NAVY RECONNATSSANCE PLANES
fP=3'S) HAVE BFEN PERMYTTED RY THE QMANIR® TO MAKE
NCRASINNAL VISITS TO THE BASE NN MASIRAH FOR REFUELING
PURPOSFS,

R, N, WHAT APE THE FRENUFNCY OF THE REFUELING STOPS AT
MASIRAH? WHFRF PO THE FLIGHTS ORIGINATE? WwHERE DD THFY
RU? WHAY ARF THFIR PURPNSFS?

A, THAT GFTS INTO OPERATIONAL GUESTIONS 1 AM NOT
PRFPARED TO DISCUSS YN DETAIL, ALL I CAN SAY IS THAY
THRESE ARE NCCASINNAL FLIGHTS, POBINSON
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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, MU, US
SURJECT: MASIRAH: PRESS GUIDANCE ON U.8, USE

REFERENCE: STATF 288449

Y« FMBOFF HAS DISCUSSED REVISED U.8. GUIDANCE ON U,S,

USF OF MASTRAH (REFTRL) WITH FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT

NOVEMBER 25 AND 26, F ®
SIRAH DURe

NFFICIAL : V%

__L_Tr%%gﬂ_lgugn;, IN PARTICULAR, FCO OBJECTS - oF
PHRASE,"U,8, NAVY RECONNAISSANCE '‘PLANES (P=3'8)%, (PARA
%) SINCE THIS CALLS ATTENTION TO TYPE OF OPERATICONS IN
ARFA, MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENY PROPOSES THAT WE AT LEAST
| IMIT OURSFLVES TO PHRASE, “U,$, MILITARY ATRCRAFT" IN=
STFAD,

. FCO POSITION IS NOT YET FIRMED UP ON THIS ISSUE,
FCN DESK OFFICER GAVF EMBOFF COPY OF INTERNAL FCO MEMQ HE
HAD SENT FORWARD, READING AS FOLLOWS?®

%, REGIN AUOTF: OMAN/US RELATIONS = AMERICAN USE OF

MASIRAM
T NONSIDER THAT WE SHOULD HAVE READY A DEFENSIVE L
ANSWER ON AMERTCAN USE OF MASIRAH TO SUGGEST TO THE . FOg
DECLASSIEED A tate (Jabade o !
* 0. 13678 (5 smondad) SEC 8.3 NP
—CONEIDENTHAL— R

e nes
By . Lh0 NARA Date 4/151 '3 . ; ~
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AMFRTICANS IN THE CONTEXT OF THEIR RECENT PRESS GUIDANCE
AND ALSO FOR EVENTUAL USE IN PARLIAMENT, WE SHOULD EM=
PHASIZE TO THE AMERICANS THAT THEY WOULD HAVE TO CLEAR
SUPH A LINE WITH THE OMANIS, MY SUGGESTED DEFENSIVE
ANSWER I8 "FOLLOWING THE SULTAN!S TALKS WITH THE
AMFRICANS WHEN HE VISITED THE UNITED STATES IN 1974, A
FEW U,S, MILITARY AIRCRAFT HAVE THYS YEAR MADE TECHNICAL
STNPS AT MASTRAH", TIF PRESSED "THERE ARE NO U.S,

MI| ITARY PERSONNEL ON MASIRAW®, IF FURTHER PRESSED "THIS
TS A MATTER FOR THF AMERTCANS AND THE OMANISY, END QUOTE

A, WE PLAN TO TAKF UP THIS ISSUE WITH MIDDLE EAST DEe
PARTMENT AGAIN NOVEMBER 28, BY WHICH TIME FCO POSITION
SHOULD HAVF FIRMED UP, IN THE MEANWHWILE, WE SUGGEST
PEPARTMENT DEFFR MAKING PUBLIC REFERENCE TO CURRENT U.S,
1JSF OF MASTRAH,

ARMSTRONG

04
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SIITIT S—EC-REF  kdeekakE COPY
OP IMMED
ESAB01TMA030

DE RUQMMT #1465 3310635
0 2606102 NOV 76
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2697

INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI IMMEDIATE 576
USINT BAGHDAD IMMEDIATE 31

AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 129
AMEMBASSY DOHA IMMEDIATE 244

AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 303
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE 696
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 297
AMEMBASSY MANAMA IMMEDIATE 315

AMEMBASSY SANA IMMEDIATE 164 )
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 283 ﬁ;{j
S—F—E—R—E—F~ MUSCAT 1465

E.0., 11652: GDS

TAGS: PFOIR XF My B

SUBJECT: GULF FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE: IRANIAN F-4 INCIDENT
REF: MUSCAT 1464

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED

1. FOURTH GULF FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE WAS IN SESSION FROM
1700 TO 2200 LOCAL TIME NOV 25 AT GULF HOTEL IN SUBURBAN REACHES
OF CAPITAL AREA, AND IS SCHEDULED CONCLUDE TODAY» NOV 26. TO
GREAT SURPRISE OF MOST OBSERVERSs IRAQI FONMIN HAMMADI SHOWED

UP AFTER ALL NOv 25, BRINGING CONFERENCE PARTICIPAT{BN TO

FULL SLATE OF EIGHT FOREIGN MINISTERS., AFTER FORMAL OPENING
THURSDAY AFTERNDON BY SULTAN QABODS IN FULL GLARE OF TV CAMERAS
AND PRESS REPSs ALDNG WITH OMANY! CABINET MINISTERS AND MUSCAT
DIPLOMATIC CORPS» CONFERENCE BEGAN REGULAR CLOSED SESSIONS

AT 1730 WITH KUWAITDAE SHAIKH SABAH AL-AHMAD TURNING CHAIR OVER
TO OMAN'S QAIS ZAWAWI, SECURITY PRECAUTIONS WERE RIGIDs WITH OMANI
TROOPS CORODONING OFF HOTEL PREMISES. WE UNDERSTANT TQOAY'S
SCHEDULE CALLS FOR LATE MORNING WINDUP OF MEETINGS», FOLLOWED

BY HELICOPTER TQUR FOR WINISTERS OVER PARTS OF NORTHERN OMAN E o
AND TEA WITH SULTAN AT SEEB PLACE PRIOR TO DELEGATES! DEPARTURE. /.° >
_END_UNCLASSIEJED Lo %

LASSIED W/Wm...,az:,t Uj
@4m_aoﬁ3:1~ glrlosT
) /°¥34 P //f/?/o&’

e HEE, LsF’res.id’e-n'hait"f;nbrary Review of DOS Equities is Required

AT

PSN:008483 PAGE 01 T0°:331/07:392 DTG:2606177 NOV 76
TITTIT SR kkkkRk*E COPY

F L AP s Platm e PAONCIAATAA o R T™ NI AATT OOA Iy D) 4
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b b B 2 in . on i e kekkxesE COPY

OP IMMED

DE RUEHC #1908 3352301
0D 3021257 NOV 76 1IFF4
FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT NIACT IMMEDIATE 3188 /j::j:;

SE£€REFSTATE 291908

EXDIS
E.0., 11652: GODS

TAGS: MASS, PFORs MUs US
SUBJECT: MILITARY ASPECTS OF US-OMAN RELATIONS

REF: MUSCAT 1427

1. DEPT APPRECIATES YOUR TIMELY AND THOUGHTFUL COMMENTS
REFTEL WHICH WILL BE PARTICULARLY HELPFUL IN QOUR CURRENT
REVIEW OF THE WAY WE WOULD LIKE TD SEF DVERALL US=DMANI
RELATIONS DEVELOP IN COMING YEARS, WE FULLY AGREE DMANIS
SEE MOMENT OF DECISION ON USE OF MASIRAH AS AN DPPORTUNITY
TO ASSURE A MORE FORWARD US POSITION IN DMAN, IN CON-
SIOERING QUESTION OF FUTURE USE DF MASIRAMs WE PLAN TOD
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT BRODADER QUESTION OF DVERALL US SECURITY
INTERESTS IN THE AREA AND TO WEIGH CAREFULLY HOW WE MIGHT
BEST CONTRIBUTE TO IMPROVING THE PROSPECTS FOR POLITICAL
STAGILITY IN OMAN, IN THIS CONTEXT ANALYSIS REFTELs AND
EARLIER EMBASSY REPORTING ON BUDGETARY PROBLEMS FACING
OMANs HAVE BEEN HELPFUL,

2, DEPY HAS ONGODING NEED FOR YOUR ASSESSMENT AS SITUATION
HARRANTS OF WHO IS CALLING THE SHOTS IN OMANI DECISION=-
MAKINGs WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO APPARENT TENDENCY NF
SULTAN AND SOME OF WIS ADVISORS TO STRESS MILITARY MODERNI-
ZATION WHILE OFFICIALS SUCH AS 7AWAWI EMPHASIZE IMPORTANCE

OF FCONDMIC DEVELOPMENT AND US SUPPORT THEREOF. FOR
EXAMPLE, WE ARE INTERESTED IN YDUR ASSESSMENT THAT
GHAZALI, AS WE SUSPECTED DURING HIS SEPTEMBER VISIT, MAY
NOT HAVE DEFINITIVE SUPPORT FOR MIS IDEA OF A US SURVEY

-

DGCiASB*WEDAzEﬁ;kﬁarhu/ ; Y
E.O. 13578 (: ) SEn a s 1R/2/03 %%
Sizta C : : ‘ ».
» By Lﬁz N%ngmeijb{ﬁ3.*
PSN:012949 PAGE 01 TOR:335/23:107 DTG:3021252Z NOV 76

L ET T S ehkkhnxsl COPY
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OF OMAN'S COASTAL SURVEILLANCE AND NAVAL REQUIREMENTS.

3. AT THIS STAGE AT LEAST WE DD NOT WANT TO ENCOURAGE

OMANT EXPECTATIONS THAT US MIGHT BE SEEKING A MORE ACTIVE
RELATIONSHIP IN SECURITY ASSISTANCE FIELD., WITH RESPECT

TO SULTAN'S (OR LANDON'S) SUGGESTION THAT US MILITARY
ATTACHE; PREFERABLY NAVAL ATTACHEs 8E ASSIGNED TD OMANs

YOU SHOULD BE AWARE THAT WE PLAN NO EARLY DECISION ON THIS
PENDING RESOLUTION OF MORE BASIC QUESTIONS IN FUTURE US-

OMANI RELATIONS AND MORE EVIDENCE THAT ASSIGNMENT DF A US
MILITARY ATTACHE WOULD BE JUSTIFIED ON GROUNDS OF LIKELY
WORKLOAD AND IMAGE WE WOULD LIKE TO PROJECT IN OMAN, ROBINSON

8T
_FOQ
/L"’)._ - ‘%l T
o)
N B
PSN:012949 PAGE 02 OF 02 TOR:335/23:102 DT6:302125Z NOV 76
FeekRhk —— e *ekkesaf COPY
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atttci-E cory
ROQUTINE :
DE RUEKJCS #1164 362&@15

R 0706062 UEC Te IEY"
FM DA WASH DC

TD DIACURINTSL
ALG 701%

ﬁ—f—e—i—f—+—ﬁufﬂuu/uulutyt 6922

FROM DNw26 ‘
SUBS: DIA DEFENSE INVELLIGENCE NOTICE (DIN) (U)
OVADIN 241~7A (AS OF: 2080 EST & NEC T6)

DMANT  SURVERSIVE ACTIVITY. ()

S rlomyo Rpt Ty .

_ ur/hnﬁﬂku!uNtNTeL) - THE OMANT GDVERNMENT naiu
ncouxasu A POPULAR FRONY FOR THE LIRERATION OF
AN (PFLO) REPORY THAT SEEMS T0 REPRESENT A
< AJOR POLICY PAPER DN SUBVERSIVE ACYIVITIES. e,
IT APPEARS T0 8 POINVING TO RADICAL ACTIVITY

IN NORTHERN OMAN AND THE GULF AREA AND AWAY pROM

PAGE 2 RUFKJCS 118¢ S—8€ ¥ N

THE NON INEFFECTIVE PFLO MILITARY OPERATIONS IN A

OHOFAR PROVINCE,

2. {S/NOFOANM/MNINTEL) THE PRLO DISTRIBUTED A
PAPER LAST MONTH ENYITLED “SUMMARY OF PROGRAM

BF ACTIDN FOR THE COMING STAGE.™ THE AUTHOR MAY |
MAVE FALLEN AWAY FROM THE PRESENT PFLO GrOUP “ :
CENTERED IN SOUTH YEMEN, THE DOCUMENY IS TYPICaL ¥

OF THE PORMAYIVE STAGE UF A TERRDRISY OR REVD- /{ CRy
LUTIONARY CROUP, AS SUCHs [T INDICATES THAT THE o «
FELOs OR A FACTION OF 115 HAS ANMITYEOD [YS FAILURE -

IN THE WESTERN DHOFAR PROVINCE AND IS ATTEMPTING #, .
YO REGROUP. RATHER TYHAN DPEN MILITARY CONFRONTATION, o
MHICK FAILED IN OMOFAR, THE PAPER ADVOCATES COVER?T S—-

OPERATIONS. 1T STATES THE PRIMARY YASK 1S Tn
BUTLD UP THe PARTY AND 1O UNITE ALL NATIONAL GROUPS
TO OVERTHROW SULTAN QABUSY GBvERNMENr AS WELL AS

unewmwﬁj

DECLASSlFIED md\W

~ .. AUTHORITY Ax4 ' :
R u, _ NLF, DATE :7)4&

PSN:O!B??O P:GF 0% TORIBGZ!qulll 07610706067 D&l 76
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COUNTERING IRAN[AN, JOROANIANS AND RREIYISH PRESENCE,
T ESPDUSES THE USE OF RADIQs NEWSPAPERS, AN
CLANDESTINE QRGANIZATIONS TO EOUCATE THE MASSES AND
PAGE 3 RUEMJICS 1184 S—F &7
DRBANIZE Ot MDNSTRATIONS. 1Y SPEAXS OF EXPLOITING
DISPUTES WITHIN THE ENEMY!S RANKS AND INCITING SOL-
DIERS TD SERVE THE REVOLUTION,

3. ts/hn;onnr THE SUCCESS OFf THE IRANIAN-SUPPDORTED
DMOFAR DFFENSIVE BY THE SULTAN'S FORCES HAS SERIDUSLY
HURT THE PELOs WMICH 1S NOW $ACING INTERNAL SPLITS
AND RECRIMINATIONS, THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THAT THIS
FACTION MAS THES WETH TRAQ, IN WHMICH CASE |7 MIGHT 8E
VIEWED IN THE CONTEXY DF CURRKENT [RAP) FFFORTS TO
MAIWTAIN 1TS REVOLUTIONARY IMAGE AS EVIODENCED BY THE
ACTIVITIES OF ﬁuz_sxgnn_gune_nusANJZAfton.

PREPARED BY: 25x1 ON-2€
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PAGE 01 MUSCAT 01545 1407287
ACTION NEA=10

INFO 0CT=@1 EUR=12 1S0=@0 CIAE=P@ pODE=0R PM=04 H=p1
INR«@7 L=03 NSAE=00 NSC=05 PA-0) PRS=0] SP=g2 58«15
USIA=06 10=43 ACDA=-B7 /088 W

LA A L AL L AL L L LT L L 121183 /13

R 1405307 DEC 76 _

FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2749

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN

£—0—N—F—1-D—E-N_T-I-—AL MUSCAT 1545

E.0, 11652t GDS
TAGS: PFOR IR MU YS§
SUBJECT: IRANIAN AIR FORCE ACTIVITY IN OMAN

REF? (A) TEHRAN 12239, (B) MUSCAT 1511 (NOTAL)

1, BRITISH EMBASSY DCM TELLS US AN IRANIAN AIR FORCE LIAISON
OFFICER ARRIVED AT SEEB AIRPORT EARLY THIS WEEK, APPARENTLY IN
RESPONSE TO OMANI REQGUEST, SAF HOPES HTYS PRESENCE WILL BRING
ABOUT SOME DEGREE OF COORDINATION S0 THAT SAF AND SOAF CAN GET
AN INDEA WHAT IRANIAN AIR ARM IS UP TO OVER DHOFAR AND PDRY BORDER
AREA, IF THIS PROVES TRUE, BRITISH EMOFF THOUGHT IT MAIGHT BRING
SOME IMPROVEMENT IN WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS GROWING MISUNDER=
STANDING BETWEEN OMAN AND IRAN OVER PHANTOM INCIDENT AND ITS
AFTERMATH, SAyE SOURCE ADDED THAT BRITISH OFFICERS IN SAF NQW
BELIEVE IRANIAN AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE ALONG BORDER. 18, TAKING
PLACE ALMOST DAILY, BUT PILOTS ARE TAKING CARE T0,§%AY_AT
EXTREMELY HIGH ALTITUDE.

2, THOUGH WE HAVE IMPRESSION THAT OMANIS STILL ARE CON~
CERNED ABOUT POSSIBLE IRANIAN RETALIATION AGAINST PDRY FOR
NOV 24 PHANTOM SHOOT=DOWN, THEY MUST MAVE RELAXED THEIR
NEVOUSNESS A BIT, FOR MOST LEADING LIGHTS OF OMANI SECURITY
ESTABLISHMENT ARE SPENDING DEC 11=19 IN LONDON, THIS ,
INCLUDES TIM LANDON, GEN, PERKINS, DEFENSE DIRECTOR % $
GENERAL BROWNING AND FONMIN GAIS ZAWAWI, (AT LEAST
ONE PURPOSE LONDON GATHERING IS FOR LATEST IN LONG
OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH BRITISH AIRCRAFT CORP. OVER JI

Aatsz

¥ Staia 2 -=toﬂftgﬁ~%kur
By 9120 U3 of
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~CONEIDENTIAL
PAGE 02 MUSCAT 81545 1407282
RAPIER AIR DEFENSE PACKAGE.)
3, HAVE LEARNED' THAT CSAF GEN, PERKINS PLANS ANOTHER TRIP
TO IRAN IN LAST WEEK DECEMBER TO CONSULT WITH IRANJAN MIUITARY

COUNTERPARTS,
WOLLE
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ROUTINE
SUPL20R
007189 ESAS32 TREAY AS ORIGINAL
DE RUOMMY #1604 3630725
R 2807052 DEC 7¢
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT

YO SECSTATE WASHDC 2781

\'-‘
: INFOD AMEMBASSY LONDON 309
SR MUSCAT 1604 il

EXDIS

E.0, 11652 GOS

TAGS: MASS PFOR MU US UK

SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH

REF: (A)Y CTF SEVEN TWD 2308287 DEC 76 (B) LONDON 19542

. WE PLAN TO NOTIFY ZAWAW] DR AL-ALAWI DF FOREIGN MINISTRY IN
COMING WEEK OF DATES (REF A) FOR PROJECTED SIX P-3 VISITS TO
MASIRAH FOR FIRST QUARTER OF CY 1977, AS IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE
THEY WILL TAKE OCCASION TO QUESTION US ABOUT PROGRESS IN USG
CONSIDERATION OF POST~MARCH 1977 USE OF YHE ISLAND AND OF WHAT
WE MIGHT OFFER [N RETURN, WE WOULD WELCOME ANY INFORMATION
OEPT IS IN POSITION TO PROVIDE ON DEGREE TO WHICH USG THINKING
IS CRYSTALLIZING ON THIS MATTER,

12, WHILE OMANIS HAVE NOT SHED THEIR EAGERNESS TO NEGOTIATE
WITH RS REGARDING MASIREHs THEY PROBABLY HMAVE CONCLUDED WE ARE
UNLIKELY TO WANT TO GET DOWN TD BUSINESS WITH THEM UNTIL
UMETIME AFTER JANUARY 20. IT IS OUR JUDGMENT, THEREFDRES
TTHAT THEY WILL INTERJECT ND OBSTACLE TO DUR PROJECTED
VANUARY-MARCH VISIT DATES, THOUGH THEY MaAY BE CURIDUS
TO WHY FOUR OF THE SIX

DEPT MAY WANT gy T

. IN LATTER CONNECTION, X
i 0 PASS TO APPROPRIATE MILITARY ADDRESSEES THE INFOD £MBASY '
! LONDON OBTAINED (REF B PARA 2) CONCERNING FERRUARY GAP IN o /&44"
| MASIRAM MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICESs 7O WHICH WE CAN ADD
s THAT STARTUP OF OMANT CIVILIAN HOSPITAL THERE WILL PROBABLY 8F ﬂa"',
. DELAYED FDR SEVERAL WEEKS OR MORE, ¢ flodl
:‘ WDLLE . A
BY L,LﬁQ,Agﬁratg

" ‘b ] * “/b".vﬂ‘
- L DECIARSIEIED {Corew
't -501x“ r‘)~‘4£¢%ﬁ¢&“3 - L FOR,

| 'l__éﬂg,hq A, Date ﬁ[ﬁﬁ/ﬁ3 2 (4 Y
2% % o

tPsn 1037861  PAGE 01  OF 01 TOR:363/11:182  0TG:2807057 DEC 76‘-”/
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ROUTINE
FHB4T79LDNO35
DE RUDTC #0683 3581308 o~

R 2313062 DEC 76
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9027 € /

INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 0173

S—E&C—R-E—F LONDON 20683

EXDIS

DEPT PASS SECDEFs HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

E.0. 11652 XGDS~1

TAGS: MARRs MUy UKs US

SUBJECT: EBRITISH ARRANGEMENTS FOR USE OF MASIRAH

1. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFF THIS WEEKs OFFICERS AT
DESK LEVEL IN BOTH FCO AND MOD HAVE INDICATED RAF WOULD rae

LIKE TD_CON ] EUR/CAN
I EVEN AFTER RAF FORMALLY WITHODRAWS NEXT FEE e e

WARCH 3T+ MEANWHILE, ACCORDING TO FCOs OMANIS ARE -
PRESSING BRITISH TO BE AS GENEROUS AS POSSIBLE ON AMDUNT WEAJSE

OF EQUIPMENT RAF WILL LEAVE IN MASIRAH. e

FACT AT RAF HOPES TO CONTINUE TO USE

M N!ﬂ!l PECT CONTINUED H
ADEQUATE LEVEL DF

2e COMMENT ¢
MASIRAH
BR

TECHNICAL SERVICES FOR AIRFIELD.  HONEVERs TIME. IS .
GROWING SHORT AND EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT WASHINGTON S
SENC | N IF WE ARE TO UNDERTAKE ANY T
USSIONS WITH BRITISH ON CONTINUED U.S. USE. CONGR _
SPIERS ' Pl e
BT
A ‘\\
DECIASSIFED Yl Ledaitc o
E.0. 13620 AR 33 ;
tﬁ;;’v-_kp ~_71;5753 - @3@ {g/
PSN:034784 PAGE 01 OF 01 TOR:359/08:422 DTG:231306Z DEC 76

S TTTTILI ] S—E&€REF kkkkninE COPY
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E
k —SeLRLT 7252
D PAGE 01 MUSCAT 00@37 0908382
! ACTION §8=25
. INFO .. 0CT=01 180=0@ SSO0-00 /026 W
: n-qn.n---.-----n--ﬂga4gz 116748 /1@
+ R 090738Z JAN 77
i FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
E TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2821
'IIJ $£ 6 RET MUSCAT 0837 OOy
S EXDIS ' ‘ Q,Vf ..,l,As."“——m
- E,0, 116521 GDS s ¥ B
> TAGS: MASS PFOR MU US UK ' e
SUBJECT?: USE OF MASIRAH : ~m
\1.41, o
§ REF: STATE 0@4566 ‘ % i i :
D 1. JUDGING FROM REFTEL, IT APPEARS DEPT, MAY NOT A —
| TELEGRAM 2006462 M_RAF- MASIRAH TO CTF ;Evgn~_===rLol(
S ‘TWO, COM T, AND CTG SEVEN TWO PT THREE (INFO TO /¥
ELEVEN OTHER ADDRESSEES INCLUDING SECSTATE, MUSCAT AND USDAQ 6f§¢*”
A LONDON) WHICH STATE THAT MASIRAH IS .U
- THAN TWO FLIGHTS pU "NO_RPT NO FLIGHTS FROM
= WARCH 7" THROUGH 31, : s
E 2. WE ARE STILL AWAITING USN REACTION TD THAT MESSAGE,
X WITH A REVISED FIRST QUARTER SCHEDULE, MEANWHILE WE
D HAVE" INFORMED FOREIGN MINISTRY OF PROJECTED JAN 11=13
| P=3 FLIGHT AND STATED THAT REMAINDER OF SCHEDULE FOR
QUARTER WOULD BE COMMUNICATED AS SOON AS WE KNOW IT,
) MINISTRY REP (POLITICAL DEPT. DIRECTOR KHALFAN) ACCEPTED
. NOTIFICATION WITHOUT COMMENT.
- AOLLE
X
D EO '.'pei‘;"bhgm'l‘::' ' : e vOR_
|  mh 2 SEC 33 . <
S W LM RAGA Dois 41157 43 5
. F ¥ ¥/

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHO&EE-H&E AUTHORlZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR™Y
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Department of State TELEGRAM

=g

HEAVY EQUIPMENT TO THE ISLAND,

« —CONELIDENT-IA
PAGE @2 MUSCAT 00233 0905001

OCCASIONAL TRANSIT FLIGHT BY NIMROD PATROL PLANES, _IRANIAN |
C=13098 WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE MAIN MEANS OF TRANSPORTING:

4, CLAYPHAN STATED THAT SOAF OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF MASIRAHM
BASE OPERATIONS WOULD NEED TO KNOW SOON HOW OFTEN US

P=3'8S WOULD BE STOPPING AT MASIRAH AND WHAT THE MONTHLY
FUEL REQUIREMENTS WOQULD BE, SINCE SOAF DOES NOT YET HAVE
SUFPFICIENT INFORMATION FOR PLANNING PURPOSES,

5. THE CHANGEOVER IS WELCOMED BY THE ISLANDERS; SINCE

SOAF I8 EXPECTED TO INJECT MORE MUNEY INTO THE LOCAL

ECONOMY THAN THE RAF. WIVES OF SOAF PERSONNEL WILL BE
ALLOWED AS SOON AS HOUSING IS COMPLETED, SOAF IS WILLING

TO SHARE BASE FACILITIES WITH CONTRACTORS AND BUSINESSMEN ON
THE TSLAND, IN CONTRAST TO THE RAF WHICH CREATED A BAD IM=
PRESSION BY BEING UNCOOPERATIVE WITH CIVILIAN ORGANIZATIONS,
AS A RESULT OF SOAF PLANS FOR EXPANSION AND THE MODEST INe
CREASE OF BUSINESS ON THE ISLAND, NAAFY (BRITISH EQUIVALENT
OF PX) WILL CONTINUE ITS COMMISSARY OPERATIONS AFTER THE DE=
PARTURE OF THE RAF,

WOLLE
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 7224

PAGE D1 MUSCAT 20031 090512Z
ACTION NEA=48

INFO 0CTe@§ 1ISO=0p CIAE=Q® DODE=2@ PM=24 H=P1 INR=Q7 | =03
NSAE=p@ NSC=025 PA=?] PRS=B81 SpP=p2 8S=185 USIA=p6 OMB=ui
“TRSE=QP EBe@7? O0ES=A6 AID=B5 PCw=P1 HUD=@P! EUR=12 INT=25
COME=Q® /0904 W

rnsvanmwernneawnrsmalQN5162 116299 /1@

R 903342 JAN 77

FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2816

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MUSCAT 2231
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SUBJECT3 CIVILIZATION COMING TO MASIRAH
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1., RECENT-TRIP BY ECONOFF AND ACTING PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR To
MASIRAH CONFIRMED OQUR IMPRESSION THAT MISERABLE LIVING CONDITIONS
OF MASIRAH'S 3,500 INHABITANTS AND VIRTUALLY TOTAL LCAK OF INFR=
STRUCTURE OUTSIDE THE AIR BASE~MAY BE CHANGING., AT PRESENT,
EVERYTHING MUST BE IMPORTED AT GREAT EXPENSE FROM MUSCAT:. MOSTLY
USING INFREQUENT SOAF FLIGHTS, LOCAL POPULATION CONCENTRATED

AT NQRTH-END OF ISLAND LIVES IN SHACKS CONSTRUCTED OF PLYwOOD
AND. cﬁRRUGATED METAL., TOTAL LACK OF GROUNDWATER HAS PREVENTED
DEVELGPMENT -OF EVEN SMALL=SCALE AGRICULTURE, MUCH LESS NATURAL
VEGETATION, GIVING MASIRAH A BARREN AND LUNAR APPEARANCE, HOWe
EVER, AIR COMMUNICATIONS ARE EXPECTED T0o BECOME MORE FREQUENT
AFTER APRILL 1977, AND THERE IS ALREADY A MODEST INFLUX OF NEW
BUSINESS ONTO THE ISLAND,

2. SMALL DESALTING PLANT BUILT BY MOTHERCAT AND OPERATED

BY GLOBAL CHEMICA| SYSTEMS (REFTEL) IS SHUT DOWN AT PRESENT
DUE TO LACK OF DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FOR WATER. PLANT CAN PRODUCE
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UP TOF 420,802 GALLONS OF FRESH WATER A DAY, BUT OFFTAKE HAD

BEFN LIMITED TO 810,800 GALLONS FUMPEN INTO ISLAND'S SINGLE
WATER TRUCK, WHILE REST OF WATER WAS DISCHARGED ON INTO THE SEA,
ACCORDING TO AMCIT MANAGER DONALD PROUD, DESALTING PLANT WILL
REMAIN SHUT DOWN FOR A FEW WEEKS UNTIL NEW HOSPITAL OPENS,

BUT PLANT WILL NOT BE FULLY UTILIZED UNTIL ADEQUATE PIPING NET=
WORK ‘18- CONSTRUCTED, PROUD PLANS TO PLACE AN AMCIT FULLTIME ON
MASIRAH TO SUPERVISE 22 FILIPINO TECHNICIANS CURRENTLY

RUNNING THE PLANT,

3., PRIMARY SCHOOL IS ALREADY IN OPERATION, AND NEW 1@@=BED
HEALTH CENTER SHOULD OPEN IN A FEW MONTHS, MAIN DELAY IN
OPENING OF HEALTH CENTER HAS BEEN DELAY IN RECRUITING 6 DQOCTORS
AND 23 NURSES TO MAN THE FACILITY, PROUD STATED THAT MINISTRY
OF HEALTH HAS DISCUSSED POSSIBLE CONTRACT FOR GLOBAL CHEMICAL
TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN HOSPITAL, WHICH WOULD BRING AT LEAST
ONE MORE AMCIT FULL TIME ON THE ISLAND,

4, THE OMANGOV IS PLANNING TO REPLACE THE PRESENT SHANTY=

TOWN AT THE NORTH END OF THE ISLAND WITH 1,070 GOVERNMENTa
FUNDED DWELLINGS. SIR WILLIAM HALCROW (UK) HAS COMPLETED
FEASIBILITY STUDY, BUT SHORTAGE OF FUNDS HAS DELAYED CHOICE

OF CONTRACTOR, NONETHELESS, LOCAL POPULATION IS OPTIMISTIC
THAT ARRIVAL OF SOQAF WILL BRING IN MORE MONEY AND HELP FUND &
FEW RETAIL SHOPS FOR CONSUMER GOODS WHICH ARE NOW NONEXISTENT,
NATIONAL BANK OF OMAN ESTABLISHED A BRANCH ON MASIRAH IN NOv=
EMBER 1976, AND OTHER BANKS MAY FOLLOWw,

5. LONG=TERM POTENTIAL FOR MASIRAH MAY BE GOOD IF LOCAL
RESOURCES ARE FULLY DEVELOPED, THE WATERS AROUND MASIRAH

ARE VERY RICH IN FISH, AND MASIRAh COULD BECOME A SIGNIFICANT
REGIONAL FISH PROCESSING CENTER, A WEST GERMAN SURVEY
TEAM"HAS ALREADY DISCOVERED SMALL AMOUNTS OF COPPER IN THE
MOUNTAINS ON THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE ISLAND, AND MUCH
GREATER DEPOSITS MAY BE PRESENT, OMAN'S DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE IS EXPLORING THE GROWING OF VEGETABLES ON MASIRAH
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(WHICH SEEMS A FUTILE EFFORT TO US), EVEN MASIRAH AS A RECREATION
SPOT I8 POSSIBLE® THE MILD SUMMER CLIMATE DUE TO THE SOUTHWEST
MONSOON HAS CAUSED SOME TO SPECULATE OVER MASIRAHW'S FUTURE
TOURIST POTENTIAL,
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