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INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 405 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 3455 
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EXOIS 
DEPT PASS SECDEF, 
E.O. 11652: GOS 
TAGS: MARR, MASS, A 

CINCPAC, JCS 

SUBJ OF M SIRAH BY P~3 AIRCRAFT 
REF: STATE 146441 
CHARGE INFOR1E MFA UNDER SECRETARY AMBASSADOR 
AL MANSOURI JUNE 15 OF OUR INTENTION TO SEEK LIMITED 
ACCESS TO MASIRAH ISLAND FACILITY PER REFTEL. MANSOURI 
HAO NO COMMENT, BUT SAID HE WOULD CONSIDER THE MATTER 
ANO FORWARD ANY SAG VIEWS TO THE EMBASSY. 
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DE RUQ~ T #0739 1730800 
0 210740Z .JUN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

TO SECSTAT . WASHOC IMMEDIATE 2214 

INFO AM~MB AS SY JIDD A 237 
AMEMBASSY LON OOH 252 
AME~BASSY TEHRA I M~ED I ATE 236 

... 
~--

,_ -- ·-

-- ·· ----~ -S E e R E T ~USCAT 0739 

EXDIS 

......__,.. -- - -· 

C 0 R R E C T E 0 C 0 P Y TEX TE 
E.O. 11652: GOS 

---
- ... - -

TAGS: ~ARR , MASS , MU, US 
SUBJECT: USE OF MAS IRAH ev P-E AIRCRAFT 
REF: STATE 146441 
DEPT PASS TO MILITARY ADDEES AS DESIRED 

-' 
1. ACTl~G FO~MI~ YUSUF Al ALAWI SUMM ONOED ME TO THIS OFFICE 
MORNING OF JU f\!E 21 TO ASK 1r: \•I E HAD ~AY I NFORMAT ION TO RELAY 
TO SULTAM <.lA 800S PRIOR TO HISOEPARTIJRE F O~ TEHRAN. (QABOOS Will 
LEAVE: r-1.USCAT AT ARulJND 1230 SO AS TO ARRIVE IN TEHRAN SOME 20 
MINUTES AFTE~ DEPARTURE OF PRESIENT SADAT .) 

2. I TOlO Al AL~WI THAT I HAO NOT RECEIVED I NSTRUCTIONS, 
ALTHOUG~ I HAD REASnN TO 8ELIEVF USG WOU LO SEEK SOME 
ARRANGEMENT RE MASI~AH FACILITIES I N KEEPl~G WITH AGREE~ENT 
REACHED DU~ING QABODS' JA~UARV, 1975, VISIT TO WASHINGTON . 

3. AL ALAWI P'<ESSED FOR DETAILS, STR ES SI NG THAT IT "WOULD 
BE IN YOUR ( USG ) I NTEREST • • • " TO HAVE QABOOS FULLY 
INFORMEn P I QR TO HIS DISCUSSION OF THIS MAT TER ~ITH SHAH. 
THIS WAS A PnINT I HAD TO CO NCEDE . FU~THER' Al ALAWI 
AGAIN HI NTEry TH ~T O~AN IS ANTICIPATE THAT SHAH MIGHT UNVEIL 
PLAN FOR l ~A~ IA us~ OF ISLA ND , IN WHICH CASE SULTAN 
SHOULD AT LEAST KN OW ~HAT USG P~ OPOSALS MIGHT BE . 

4. NATURALLY, I DID NOT REVEAL THAT SHAH ALREADY BETTER 
INFOR~ED RE OUR PLANS THAN IS SULTAN <TEHRA N 6150). HOWEVER, 
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THIS FACT PR.rJMPTED ME TO Cf"Jl\ VGH 11 I NF ] R~~A.t 1~ Il\t FORMATION 
EXPLICITLY AS FnLL OWS : I TOLD Al ALA WI THAT (A) USG MOST 
LIK FLY WILL APP DAC H SULTA N ~ ITH REQUEST FOR LI MITED ACCESS 
T8 MAS I P~H, ROTH BEFORE AND A FT~ R Fl i~ Al BRITISH WITHDRAWAL 
<I WA S NO HOR E SPECIFIC ON TI MI NG ); ( R) USG Will NOT SEEK 
PERMANENT P'<.E SE 'CE, NOR Will \•IE TRY TO RE PLACE BR ITISH; 
(C) ASSU I G RE FFJ ~M ATinN OF QA BOOS' AG REE ME NT FDR -~ERICAN 
USE OF FACILITI s, D~ TAILS FOR ANY USG PROGRAM WOULD HAVE 
TO BE NEGOT IAT ED SUSSEQUENTLY WITH OM ANG OV. FURT~ER 8 
TOLD Al ALAW J T ~A T THREE BROAD CATEG OR IES OF USAGDUMJGHT 
EE A N TICIP A T ~Q : (A) EMERGENCY DIVERSION OF AIRCRAFT DURING 
TI ME WHE N US FL FE T U IT ES QPEP ATING I N NO RTH WEST INDIAN 
OCEAN ; ( 8 ) PERTI NENT LOG ISTICS SUPP OR T FLIGHTS; ANO 
{C) LOW VOLU ME ( WIT HO UT SPECIFYI NG A ~Y F R E~UENCY) STAGING 
OF RF. CO NNA I SSA NCE FLIGHTS. 

5 . IF AT ALL POSS IBL E, ~O~E SPECIFIC I NFORMATION SHOULD BE 
RE LAYED TO SULT ~N PRI OR TO HIS SUBSTANTIVE hEETINGS WITH 
SHA~. SJCH M~ SS ~ GE PERF ORCE Will NOW HAVE TU BE RELAYED 
BY E~BASSY T~HRAN . 
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OE RUQMHR #6439 1760735 
R 240706Z JUN 7b 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC 7762 

INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 540 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 2860 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 4030 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 185 
AME~BASSY SANA 169 

S E e R E T TEHRAN 6439 

LIMDIS 
e.o. 11652: GOS 
TAGS: PFOR, MU, SA, VS 

S E C R E T *******E COPY 

SUBJ: SULTAN QABOOS•S VIEWS ON ARABIAN PENISULA AFFAIRS 

1. WHEN SULTAN QABOOS RECEIVED ME ALONE EVENING OF JUNE 23 ON 
ANOTHER MATTER, HE GAVE ME A BRIEF TOUR O•HORIZON ON SOME 
ASPECTS OF ARABIAN PENISULA AFFAIRS WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST 
TO ADDRESSEES. WITH RESPECT TO INTERNAL OMANJ AFFAIRS ANO THE 
OHOFAR REBELLION, QABOOS SAID THAT HE FELT CONFIDENT THAT THE 
BACK OF THE INSURGENTS HAD BEEN BORKEN AND THAT IT IS HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY THAT THEY WOULD CHALLENGE THE GOVERNMENT AGAIN IN ANY 
MEANINGFUL WAY. HE SAIS THAT MOST OF THOSE THAT HAD BORNE 
ARMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT WERE NOW HAPPILY GOING ABOUT 
CIVILIAN PURSUITS, BUILDING HOMES ANO ENJOYING THE 
BEGINNINGS OF A GOOD LIFE INCLUDING POSSESSION OF THEIR 
OWN AUTOMOBILES. HE SAID THAT IN OMANI TRADITION THEY 
STILL HAVE GUNS BUT THEY ARE MINE, NOT SOMEBODY ELSE•S. 
HE AMENDED HIS VIEWS ONLY SLIGHTLY BY OBSERVING THAT 
THERE MAY BE A STRAY INCIDENT OR TWO PERPETRATED BY A 
LONE TERRORIST BUT THIS, HE SAID, COULD HAPPEN ANYWHERE. 
HE ALSO SAID THAT THIS SATISFACTORY SECURITY SITUATION 
ASSUMES THAT SOUTH YEMEN OOfS NOT AGIN MOUNT AN INTENSIVE 
ACROSS-THE-BORDER CAMPAIGN. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO SOUTH YEMEN• QABOOS SAID THAT THE ONLY 
FAVORABLE THING IT HAS DONE SINCE SAUDI ARABIA BEGAN 
APYING IT OFF WAS TO STOP FIRING ACROSS THE SOUTH YEMEN-
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OMANI BORDER. OTHERWISE, THEIR HOSTILE PROPAGANDA 
CONTINUES ANO THEY STILL SEEM TO BE IN THE EMBRACE OF THE 
COMMUNISTS. AS ~AR AS HE IS CONCERNED, THS SAUDIS OUGHT 
TO DEMAND BETTER PERFORMANCE AND SHOULD LINK FUTURE 
PAYMENTS TO FURTHER CONCRETE EVIDENCF OF IMPROVED YEMENI 
BEHAVIOR. OABOOS ADDEO, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS NOT AT All 
CERTAIN THIS IS wHAT SAUDI ARABIA WISHED AND SAID THAT HE 
THOUGHT THAT, IN FACT, SAUDI ARABIA WANTED TO MAINTAIN 
SOME TENSION IN THE AREA AS A LEVER IN INDUCING OMAN TO 
RECONCILE ITS BORDER DIFFERENCES WITH SAUDI ARABIA. 
COMMENTING ON YEMEN'S LEADERSHIP, HE WONDERED WHETHER THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD WASN'T BEING TAKEN IN BY THE CAREFULLY 
STAGED PLAY OF SALEM RU0AYI ALI PRETENDING TO BE 
THE GOOD GUY AS FAR AS THE ARAB ANO WESTERN WORLD WAS 
CONCERNED ANO ABDUL FATTAH ISMAIL PRETENDING TO BE 
THE GOOO GUY AS FAR AS THE COMMUNISTS-REVOLUTIONARY WORLD 
WAS CONCERNED. THIS WAY SOUTH YEMEN WAS WINNING NO MATTER J 
WHAT. HE ALSO OFFERED THE OPINION THAT SOUTH YEMEN'S )ll 
ULTl~ATE ORIENTATION WILL DEPEND HEAVILY ON THE OUTCOME 
OF THE LEBANESE TRAGEDY. If, HE SAIO, LEBANON GOES 
RADICAL LEFT, SOUTH YEME~ WILL FOLLOW ANO IF IT GOES IN 
THE OTHER DIRECTION, SO WILL SOUTH YEMEN. ~ 

3. QABOOS WAS FULL OF PRAISE FOR THE ROLE IRAN HAD PLAYED 
IN PUTTING DOWN THE OHOFAR REBELLION. HE SAID THAT OMAN 
COULD HAVE DONE IT ON ITS OWN BUT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE 
COSTLY IN MEN AND MATERIAL ANO WOULD HAVE TAKEN LONGER. 
HE NOTED THAT IRAN HAO COME TO OMAN'S AID WHEN OTHERS 
THAT SHOULD HAVE DID NOTHING. IN THIS CONTEXT, HE SAID 
WITH A LAUGH THAT, "YOU KNOW, I JUST TOLD MY ARAB BROTHERS 
THAT OUR WEATHER SEEMS TO AFFECT THEM ANO MAKE THEM 
INDOLENT"(HE HAO MET WITH RESIDENT ARAB AMBASSADORS JUST 
BEFORE MEETING ME>. 

4. QABOOS SEEMED ENORMOUSLY PLEASED WITH HIS VISIT HERE 
ANO HIS TALK WITH THE SHAH. HE 010 NOT, HOWEVER, COM~ENT 
ON ITS SUBSTANCE. 
MIKLOS 
BT 
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Departnient of State 

5EEQET 3407 

R0 
ACTION ss .. 25 

tNFO ocr .~1 Tso-~0 sso-~0 1026 w 

P.. ~4'11705Z JUN 76 
FM AM~MdASSY TEHRAN 
T SF.CSTATE WASHDC 775\ 
!NrO AMEM6ASSY ANKARA 
AMF.MRASSV JIDDA 
AM~ ASSY LOt-I OON 
AMf.MBASS V MUSCAT 
!l!Er.OEF WASMOC: 
CI NCUSNAVEUR 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
.JCS 

..s F. e R e ' TEHRAN 6438 

r::xn1s 

--·----···--·--·~----

OEPT PLEAS~ PASS USDEL FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

F..o. 116521 GOS 
TAr,ss MARR, ~ASS, MU, us, UKP SA, !~ 

- ~~ 
) /.;J../~/03 

j}j_~ll,3 

069889 

AFR/UN ___ _ 

~~-FE ____ _ 
LA ____ _ 

~ PRC ___ _ 

SEA ___ _ 

~---

SURJI APPRCACH TO SULTAN QABOOS REGARDING PROPOSED USE 
OF MASIRAH BV P•3 AIRCRAFT 

REFICA) SECTO 17~34(NOTAL),(B) STATE 155268 

' t. SULTAN QAROns RECEIVED ME ALONE EVENING OF JUNE 23 AND I 
PRF.S ENTEO HIH WITH OUT PROPOSAL TO USE MASIRAH AS OUTLINED 
RE~T~LCB' AS A ~ END E O BY REFTELCA), QABOOS WAS CLEARLY 
PLFASEO WITH OUT PROPOSAL ANO SIAD THAT IT WAS FINE WITH HIM, 
TH RE REMAI NE D, HE SAID, A "FEW DETAILS" TO BE WORKED OUT 
WH!CH t GATHER~D RELATfO TO OPERATIONAL MODALITIES ANO PERHAPS 
PAY MENT Of ~~ NDING FEES 8 THIS, HE SAID, COULD BE TAKEN UP WITH 
~: 1 8 MIN I STfR~ OR WlTH HIMSELr PERSONALLY IF NEC~SSARY ANO HE 
WOli 0 BE AVAILABLE IN LONDON FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS IF WE fO 
wt HEO TO ~E IN TOUCH WITH HTM. HE ALSO SAID THAT, OF COURSE, < 
Wt WOULD HAVE TO WORK THINGS OUT WITH THE ·BRITISH IF WE WANTEO 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOU T. S~GR6t:THORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECR~TARY . 

. . 



Department of State TELEGRAM 

TO USE MASIRAH BEPORE THEY LEFT. 

' COMME NT! NG ON THE BRITISH O~PARTURE, HE SAID THAT HE HAO 
PRF.S f.D TH EM HARO FOR SOME T!METO GIVE HIM A DEFINITE ANSWER 
ON WAY OR ANOTHER AROUT THEIR PLANS. HE BELIEVED THAT THE 
Rl1 ' T!SH HAO NOT WA~TEO TO TELL HIM ANYTHING UNTIL THE VERY LAST 
~nr1ENT ANO WAS OAV!OUSLY SATISFIED THAT HE HAO SUCCEEDED IN 
r,f 1T !NG A LON GF.R LEAn TIME NOTICE THAN HE THOUGHT THEY HAO BEEN 
PRF.PAREO TO GIVE HIM. HE SAID THAT BRITISH DEPARTURE THREE 
YEARS AGO WQULO HAVE BEEN A MATTER OF CONCERN TO OMAN BUT NOW, 
ME ADDEO WITH A WJDE GRIN, WE HAVE OTHER FRIENOS. 

~Q AT MY REQUES T H~ GAVE ME A RRIEF TOUR D'HORIZON ABOUT 
~ERTAIN CONDITIONS ON THE ARABIAN PENISULA WHICH WILL RE 
REPORTED SY SEPTEL. 
MIKI.OS 

NOTE av OCIT• NOT PASSED. 

1 NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT JtlfRttJTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECR ETARY 

~ . ~ , . .. 

.. 
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PAt;E 01 SECTO 11034 

SECRE'f--

23t'l9~2Z 

7811 
I tu /I 

1 

- - --~ 

04"112 
i n 23~912! JUN 76 ZFF 6 
FM USDEL SECRETARY IN PARIS 
TO AMEMBASSY T~HRAN FLASH 
!NFO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 

~ F. C R E l SECTO 17~34 

F-110 11 116521 GOS 
TM;ss MARR, MASS, MU, us, UK, SA, IR 

v'P 
4 

SURJs INFORMING SULTAN QABOOS ABOUT MASIRAH IS~AND 

REFS SECTO 17028 (NOT SENT TEHRAN) 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON 

AFR/UN---­

EUR/CMI ---
FE ____ _ 
LA ____ _ 

~ 
PRC ___ _ 

SEA ___ _ 

~--
-.peM,'ANt 

SC!/ENV __ _ 
ECGrl ___ _ 

OPNL/INT __ _ 
SS/PR ___ _ 
~ .......... __ _ 

t. SECRETARY APPROVED YESTERDAY TALKING POINTS PO~ VOUR 
llSF WITH SULTAN QABOOS OF nMAN ON ulls~ USE OF MASIRAH 
'!'.SI.ANO, AND WE AUTHORIZED DEPARTMENT TO SEND INSTRUCTION 
WITH TALKING POINTS TO YOU 0 REVISIONS MADE HERE IN 
TALKING POINTS WERE INAOVERTANTLV NOT TRANSMITTED TO 

nEPARTMENT. FllLLOWING ARE REVISED TALKING POINTS FOR 
VOIJR USE WHEN VOU RECEIVE INSTRUCTION FROM DEPARTMENT, 
~F IT HAS NOT ALREADV REACHEO YOU 11 VOlJ SHOULD Of COURSE 
MAKE CLEAR THAT TALKING POINTS ARf BASED ON INSTRUCTION 
FROM THE SECRETARY. 

~ R E ~IN TALKTNG PO!NTS 

WE LEA RNED REC~NTLV THAT THE BRITISH WISH TO WITHORAW 
• THF! R MILITARY PRESeNCE FROM MASIRAH IN EARLV 1977. 

~tANWHI LE, THE USG HAS CONSinERED ITS INTEREsr IN 
t PUSS iu Lt LIMITED USE OF THE MASIRAH AIRFIELD. 

0 

~. J ~ ~ 
I NOT ro BE REPRODUCED w1THOU~THORIZAT10N OF THE exEcun~~ s~~;~tAR.Y 
I .· 

. . 
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Departnzent of State 
TEl~GRAM 

SECRET 

PAr.E 02 SECTO 17034 230922Z 

PURSUANT TD YOUR JANUARY 1975 nfFER TO SECRETARY 
KI SINGER IN WASMINGTON, WE WOULD LIKE ACCESS TO THE 
HA~IRAH AIRFIELD FOR OCCASIONAL Pw3 MARITIME SURVEILLANCE 
~lRCRAFT FLIGHTS. 

nuR USAGE Mir,HT ALSO INVOLVE OCCASIONAL SUPPORT OR 
RcPLF.NISHMENT FLIGHTS AV TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, OR 

FMERGENCV DIVERSION OF TACTICAL AIRCRAFT WHEN OUR FLEET 
~S OPERATING IN THE NORTHWEST QUADRANT OF THE INDIAN 
nCFAN 61 

WE PROPOSE THAT OUR P"~ USAGf WOULD APPRnXIMATE SIX 
nAVS A QUARTER. WE 00 NOT PLAN TO STATION ANY USG 
PERSONNEL ON MASIRAH. 

WE WOULD LIK£ TO HAVE THE FIRST LANDINGS TAKE PLACE IN 
THF. NEAR FUTURE, WELL AEFORE THE ~AF DEPARTURE. 

WE BELIEVE THAT THE LIMITEn ACCESS WE SEEK TO THE 
MA~IRAH AIRFIELD FACILITIES WOULD SERVE OUR MUTUAL 
tNTERESTS IN THE SECURITY OF THE ARABIAN SEA~IND!AN 
OC~AN AREA ANO WOULD BE GRATEFUL TO HAVE YOUR HlGHNESS' 
~ONFIRMATION THAT SUCH ARRANGfMENT WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. 

F.Nn TAL~tNG POINTS. 

THF. DEPARTMENT SHOULO CONVEY REVISED TALKING POINTS TO 

OTHER AOORESS~ES OF DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTION TO TEHR•N. 
KI~SINGC.R 

" 81:f RET, 
: NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUTT E AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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-Ve par tm en t of Sta'te J~(EG~ ~@ . 

PAGE 01 STATE 155268 Ad' 61 
ORIGIN 55•25 ~ 
INFO OCT•01 IS0•00 sso-00 NSCE•00 /~26 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/RA:SEPALMER:SKG 
APPROVED BY TME SECRETARY (PER SECTO 17028) 
PM/ISO:CAPT.PASZTALANIEC 
000/ISAICOR.ZWART 
NEAZAEGRIFFIN 
S/SIJHOGANSON 

0 2302222 JUN 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

-----······----------
TO AMEM.BASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ~USCAT IMMEDIATE 
SECDEF IMMEDIATE 
CINCUSNAVEUR IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI IMMEDIATE 
JCS IMMEDIATE 

~ E e R f T STATE 155266 

EXDIS MILITARY ADOEES HANDLE ~S SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 

TAGSI MARR MASS MU US UK SA IR 
'-

AFR/UN __ _ 

0 3 9 4151_,~e~.t.N1t-::..,. __ 
FE ___ _ 
lA ___ _ 

-rm.fSA-
PRC ___ _ 
SEA ___ _ 

"""f>f!M-/Affl-__ _ 
' sc1/rnv __ _ 

ECON ___ _ 

.UP.<tft!ff __ _ 
SS/PR ___ _ 

SU BJ ECT: APPROACH TO SULTAN QABOOS REGARDING ~ROPOSED USE 
OF MASIRAH BY P•3 AIRCRAFT 
FOR THE AMBASSADOR 
ANKARA FOR CHIEF u.s. ELEMENT CENTO 

1Q THE SECRETARY HAS ASKED THAT YOU SEEK APPOINTMENT WITH 
SULTAN QABDOS AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO CONV~V THE FOLLOw­
ING POINTS. 

SECRt:r-

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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Department of Staie 

SECREf' 

PAGE 02 STATE 155268 

A. THE USG LEARNED RECENTLY THAT THE BRITISH WISH TO WITH• 
DRAW THEIR MILITARY PRESENCE FROM MASIRAH IN EARLY 1977. 
MEANWHILE, THE USG HAS CONSIDERED ITS INTEREST IN POSSIBLE 
LIMITED USE OF THE MASIRAH AIRFIELD. 

e. PURSUANT TO YOUH JANUARY 1975 OFFER TO SECRETARY 
.KISSINGER IN WASHINGTON, WE WOULD LIKE ACCESS TO THE MASIRAH 
AIRFIELD FOR OCCASIONAL P•3 MARITlMt SURVEI~LANCE AIRCRAFT 
FLIGHTS11 

c. OUR USAGE MIGHT ALSO INVOLVE OCCASIONAL SUPPORT OR RE· 
PLENISHMENT FLIGHTS BY TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, OR EMERGtNCY 
DIVERSION OF TACTICAL AIRCRAFT WHtN OUR FLEET IS OPERATING 
IN THE NORTHWEST QUADRANT OF THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

O. WE PROPOSE THAT OUR P•3 USAGE WOULD APP~OXIMATE SIX 
DAYS A QUARTER11 

E. WE DO NOT PLAN TO STATION ANY USG PERSONNEL ON MASIRAH. 
THE u~s. HAS NO INTENTION OF REPLACING THE BRITISh RAF 
PRESENCE ON MASIRAH. WILL CONTRACT PERSONNEL BE RETAINED 
TO ASSURE AIRCRAFT SERVICING? 

F. WE riOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE FIRST LANDINGS TAKE PLACE IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE, WELL BEFORE THE RAF DEPARTURE. 

G. WE BELIEVE THAT THE LIMITED ACCESS WE SEEK TO THE 
MASIRAH AIRFIELD FACILITIES WOULD SERVE OUR MUTUAL INTER• 
ESTS IN THE SECURITY Of THE ARABIAN SEA-INDIAN OCEAN AREA, 

H. WE WOULD~APPRECIATE KNOWING AT THE SULTAN'S CONVENIENCE 
HOW OUR PROPOSED OCCASIONAL USE OF MASIRAH FITS IN WITH 
HIS PLANS FOR THE AIRFIELD. 

1$ CONLY IF ASKED) 
AIRFIELD IN OHOFAR. 

ROBINSON 

WE ARE NOT INTERESTED IN USING THAMARI 

•':: 

i 
,, 1 - SECRET 

I ~ 
) NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
I . 
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Departnzent of State '--' ~\ 
TELEGRAM -

SECRET 

PAfwE ~1 LONDON 09148 231457Z 

56 
ACTION SS•25 

!NFO ocr-~1 1so"00 sso-00 1026 w 

6515 

----·~·-·····-·--···-
P R 231458Z JUN 76 
FM AMfM~ASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY 2992 
INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMF.MBASSV JIDDA 
AMF.M8ASSY TEHRAN 

S £ C R E T LONDON 09746 

F.XnIS 

049486 

AfR/UN 

EYA,ll:~AL. 

FE 
LA 
.,EtfcfS~ -:--
PRC 
SEA - • ~c;e1 ti1a 
PGMfA~l 

SCl{EIW 

F.unD 116521 XGDS•t 
TA~Ss MARR, MASS, MU, UK. US 
~URJECT: US USE OP MASIRAH 

REFERENCE: STATE 155268 
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O.f'f'R/!~T 

SS/f'R 
l;QllG!lc 

~N DISCUSSION OF LATEST US MOVES REGARDING MAS!RAH, OAV 
!N rCO MfDOLe EAST DEPT TOLD EHBOFF THAT SULTAN QABOOS IS 
F.XPECTEO rn ARRIVE IN LONDON JUN E 28 FOR A STAV OF AP. 
PROXIMATELY 3 WEEKS, ANO THAT ONE OF THE ISSUES WHICH HMG 
WILL RAISE WITH HIM WILL BE A PUALIC ANNOUNCEMENT nr 
RR!TISH INTENTION TO WITHDRAW THE RAF FROM MAStRAH, HMG 
WOllLO LIKE TO MAl<E THIS ANNOUNCE MENT WITHIN THE NEXT FOUR 
WEF.KS, PARTLV !N OROF.R TO INFORM PARLIAMENT, 
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FM US~E~ SfC~ETARY IN PARIS 
TO SECSTAT~ WA~HOC IMMEDIATE 

F.en~ 11652: Gns 
TAr.S: i1~RR, MASS, MIJ, SA, IR 
~UAJECT: ACTION~ TK~N 

/ 

\. 7612~~Q, MbS!RAH ISLANn, INFOR~ING SULTAN ~ABOOS. 
~E~R~TARY APPRn~F~ ALTE~NATE RECOMMENUATIUN, THAT 
AM~A~SAUOM HFLMS !~FORM ~ABOOS u~ING TH~ PAOPOStO 
~E~SAG~ AS TALKING PnINT$. 
KISStNl';t;P 
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•. CHAQ(:jf ASl<t:n MF~ llNl)EPSC:-CQETAPY Al MANSOURI 
.TlJN~ i? WHC"THEI( HE HAD RFCEIVEn ~NV REACTIONS TO 
F~qASSVtS ~AOLTE~ PRFSENTATinN CJI~DA ~tFTEL, TN 
n u ~ USE ~F M~STR&H. CHAR~E EXPLAIN~O TMAT IF SAG HAO 
~PFC IF!C VIfWS, WE WOU LD APPRE~I'TE PECEIVt NG THEM 
. wTf POS~l~LF ~y JUNF 19. 

'• MA~~OURI ~ATO EMBASSY'S ATOE ME~OIRE ON MAST~AH HAO 
REFN P~ESE~TFD T" FRJNCE SAIUU. RUT TH4T H~ n1n NOT KNO~ 

WH~T snwT nf k~PLY IF Ai~V WE MTGHT EYP~CT TO ~~CEIV~. ~~ COULD 
~QT SAY THE EMRA~SV WOULn ~E~ETV~ A QfPLY ~y JUNE '~• 
rO MM~NTi TY~R E ~~ A SU~G ~ ~TinN IN WH~T MAN~OURI SAIO T~AT 
~ Ar. n I o No T P AP T T c 1.1 L A R L y w A 1~ T To c n MME NT o N o u R us f. o F M A s I R A H , 
nNF WAY nR QTHFR. 
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5 E G R i T STATE 148989 

ExnIS w FOR THE CHARGE 

MARR, MASS, SA 

SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH BY P•3 AIRCRAFT 

11~034 
AfR/UN ___ _ 
lUR/CAN __ _ 

FE-----lA ____ _ 

NliA/SI': 
PRC ___ _ 
SEA ___ _ 

PGMjMIC-
~lfEfit __ _ 

ECON ___ _ 

OPNLllNT __ _ 
SSfPR ___ _ 

~QNfSR 

k'EFS: (A) STATE 1464411 (B) JIDDA 4246, CC) MUSCAT 715 

1. SULTAN QABOOS HAS REQUESTED T~AT WE INFORM HIM OF OUR 
INTEREST IN US Il~G FACILITIES AT MAS IRAH, BEFORE HI 5 
DE?4RTIJRE FROM MUSCAT ON JUNE 21 , FOR VISIT TO IRAN. ' - , 

' i c: 
i, r 2. WE 1-!AVE DISCUSSED THIS WITH AMBASSADOR PORTER HEREP AN!') 
• ~ / REQl.IEST THAT 'tOU INFOR:-1 MANSOURI THAT WE WOULD L.IKE TO BE \ l A6LE TO DI SCU5S TH IS SUBJECT NIT H SULT AN Q .~BOOS NOT 
~. 

1 

LATt.R THAN JUNE 20, AS HE HAS REQUESTED. wE WOULD l B} THERfFORF. APPRECIATE IT VERY MUCH IF ANY VIEWS ~HICH SAG 

~ ...... , \C~u~tlJILL.DD ~EIK EPRTOVO I P0~E0 SENBTY TU UJUSt,
1
EEV

1 
E
9

N OF eOpURESLHUI ~UL.I N
0

ARAOY DNTA TH~RTEW, E' 

ll
j !:1 i;. • • I ,. 

J ASSUME CROWN PRINCE FAHD, AS WELL AS PRINCE SAUD, WIL~ B~ 

~ )~~ \, ! -- - 1~/,).../03 
' .,.,.·? 
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INTERESTED IN THIS SUBJECT AND THAT IT IS BtING CALLED TO 
MIS ATTENTION. KISSINGER 
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PRC ____ INFO AMEMSASSY JIDDA 241 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 254 
A~EMRASSY T~~RAN 238 

!::'2J/._-~ 

lt( __ ~~·-- .. · "11~ 

S E C R E T MUSCAT 0779 
, .... l';,.tJ .... ~~ 

EXD.IS 

·scqrnv~ 

icoN----· 
OPNLjll'l.T.-----

DEPT PASS TO· MILITARY COMMANDS AS -OESIRED 
E.O. 11652: GOS 

SSf PR ______ _ 

TAGS~ MARR1 MASS, MU1 US 
TAGS: MARR1 ~Ass, Mu, us 
SUBJECT: U.S. MILITARY USE OF HASIRAH 
REF: A) STATE 155457; 8) TEHRAN 6438 

.iQ.l'IJlia 

r. ACTING ON INSTRUCTIONS FRO"I SULTAN Q~BODS, FONMIN ZAWAWI 
SUMMONED ME TO HIS OFFICE JUNE 28 FURTHER TO DISCUSS USG INTEREST 
IN ACCESS TO MASIRAH ISLAND. PRIOR TO MEETING, HE HAD ASKED 
I N T E l E PH 01-H: C 0 \~VER S .A. T I 0 N THAT I 8 R I NG AL 0 NG A 11 C 0 PY 11 0 F 
SECRETARY KISSI~GER'S PGINTS RAISED WITH QABOOS IN TEHRAN. 
ACCORDINGLY, I LEFT WITH HIM A LETTER CONTAINING ESSENCE 
OF REFTEL (A). 

2. DURING COURSE OF CONVERSATION, ZAWAWI REAFFIRMED THAT 
SULTAN'S VIEWS ON USG USE OF MASIRAH HAVE NOT CHANGED SINCE 
JANUARY 1975 OFFER. HE SUGGESTED THAT NEXT STEP SHOULD BE 
"WORKING LEVEL" DISCUSSIONS. TIMING OF SUCH TALKS IS TO -
DETERMINED BY USG, B~SED ON OUR SENSE OF URGENCY. IF WE 
WISH TO PROCEED WITHIN NEXT TWO WEEKS, VENUE SHOULD BE LONDON 
(QABOOS WILL BE THERE DURING THAT TIME). OTHERWISE, THESE 
DISCUSSIONS CAN BE HELO FITHER IN LONDON OR MUSCAT (HE DID 
NOT WARM TO SUG,ESTION THAT WASHINGTON MJGHT ALSO BE SUITABLE 
LOCALE.) 

3. ZAWAWI REITERATED THAT OMANGOV WILL MAINTAIN MASIRAH AS 
TRAINING BASE AFTER 8RITISH WITHORAWAL. COMMENCING WITH 
JAGUAR DELIVERIES IN 1977. SOME_OF THOSE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 

E.J: 

.,. ___ .&fl -

.. 
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AIRCRAFT LIKEWISE MIGHT BE STATIONED ON THE ISLAND. FACILITIES 
WILL BE MAINTAINED BY SULTAN'S AIR FORCE (SUAF), MEANING 
THAT Al~ UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF ECONDED AND CUNTRACT BRITISHERS 
W I l L R E '-1 A I .~ • 

4. FONMIN ALSO CONFIRMED THAT QABOOS WAS PREPARED TO 
DISCUSS WITH SHAH ANY C0NCEIVABLE IRANIAN INTEREST IN USE 
LlF MASIRAH. HE CLAIMED NOT TO KNOW THE RESULTS OF ANY SUCH 
CONYERS AT I G<JS. 

5. TURNING Tn QUESTION nF FORM FOR ANTICIPATED GOVERNMENT-TO­
GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT, ZAWAWLI FELT THAT THIS SHOULD RE ACCOMPLI­
SHED THROUGH ~XCHANGE O~ LETTERS BETWEEN QABOOS ANO APPRO­
PRIATE USG AUTHORITY CHE THOUGHT LATTER HIGHT BE THE SECRE• 
TARY.) CLEAR IMPLICATION IS THAT OMANIS WISH TO KEEP 
DETAILS CL4SSIFIED - AS THEY ALWAYS HAVE DONE REGARDING 
AGREEMENT GOVERNI~G BRITISH USE OF ISLAND. 

b. ZAl~AI THEN RAISED QUESTION OF COSTS FOR PROGRAM, INCLUDING J ~ 
WHAT QUID PRO QUO MIGHT BE IN THE OFFING. WITHOUT BEING 
MORE SPECIFIC, HE WONDERED ~HETHER THERE MIG~T BE "SOME 
ASSISTANCE, EITHER MILITARY OR NON-MILITARY, EITHER OF AN 
INTELLIGENCE OR NON-INTELLIGENCE NATURE ••• " HE REPEATED 
SEVERAL Tl~ES HIS INTEREST IN KNOWING ~HAT TYPE OF (INTELLI-
GENCE> INFORMATION USG MIGHT PASS ON GROWING OUT OF OPERATIONS 
BASED ON MASJRAH. 

7. FINALLY, AND AS A PRELIMINARY TO FURTHER DISCUSSIONS 
AIMED AT WJRKING OUT AGqEEMENT, ZAWAWI ASKED IF WE COULD 
PROVIDE MORE DETAILED INFORMATION CONCERNING LOGISTIC 
SUPPORT REQUIRE~ENTS. I ~RO~ISED TO RELAY HIS REQUEST. 

8. BY WAY OF INTEREST, JUNE 26 EDITION OF GOVERNMENT BIWEEKLY1 
OMAN, CARRIED LEAD ARTICLE ABOUT OABOOS' VISIT TO TEHRAN, 
INT~R ALIA NOTING THAT SULTAN HAO MET WITH-AMERICAN CHARGE 
11 WHO PASSED ON A MESSAGE FROM OR. KISSINGER ••• " 

9. COMMENT: BASED ON THIS CONVERSATION, IT IS FAIRLY 
EVIDENT THAT TWO ISSUES WILL RE OF CONSIDERABLE CONCERN TO 
OMAN! NEGOTIATO:(S; (A) THEY LIKELY WILL PRESS FOR MATERIAL V 
OR FINA~CIAL QUID poo QUO BEYnNn PAYMENTS FOR SERVICES; (8) 
FOR INTERNt.L ANO ARAl:3 WORLD POLITICAL IQRPDSES' THEY WILL V 
HAVE TO 3E SATISFIED THAT ANY INTELLIGENCE UR SURVEILLANCE 
DPERATinNS RUN FROM MASI~AH EXCLUDE OMAN OR FRIENDLY ARAB 
STATcS' TARGETS. 
ZWEIFEL 
BT 

PSN:o29853 PAGE 02 OF 02 · TOR:l81/ll:59Z OTG:290535Z JUN 76 

******* S E C R E T *******E COPY 



• 

SECRET 

NEA/RA:SEPALMERJR:PM/ISO:GTCHURCHILL:BAM 
7/2/76 X20.S03 
NEA:SIDNEY SOBER 

NEA/ARP:fMDICKMAN 
O/J CS:ADM . PACKER 
HiR FLATEM 
CIA:DBLEE {SUS} \
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IMMEDIATE 

ROUTINE 

EX DIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UK, t1U 

LONDON, MUSCAT IMMEDIAT~ 

ANKARA, JIDDA, TEHRAN 

SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH 

.•. 
' . . . 
,·· 

. . 

'· ·, 

REFS: {A} LONDON 9748, {8} TEHRAN 6438, {C} MUSCAT 779 

i. WE APPRECIATE KNOWING THAT HMG PLANS TO RAISE WITH 
SULTAN QABOOS THE QUESTION OF A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT, WITHIN 
THE NEXT 3 OR 4 WEEKS, OF BRITISH INTENTION TO WITHDRAW THE 
RAF FROM MASIRAH {REF A}· MEANWHILE, WE HAVE THE SULTAN'S 
FAVORABLE REACTION OtTO OUR PROPOSAL iREF 8}, AND SOME UN· 
CERTAIN INDICATIONS Of WHAT KINDS OF COSTS MIGHT BE ENTAILED 
FOR U.S. USE OF MASIRAH AFTER THE BRITISH DEPART {REF C}. 

.... .._ 
·~ 

2· WE ARE ASSUMING THAT SULTAN IN HIS MENTION OF "A FEW 
DETAILS" AND A~ZAWAWI IN HIS SUGGESTION FOR WORKING LEVEL 
DISCUSSIONS WERE ~EFERRING TO ARRANGEMENTS FOR OUR USE AFTER 
BRITISH DEPARTURE. WE FURTHER ASSUME THAT WAY IS NOW CLEAR 
FOR US TO WORK OUT WITH BRITISH ON A SERVICE-TO-SERVICE 
LEVEL THE TECHNICAL DETAILS OF OUR INITIAL P-3 FLIGHTS TO BE 
CARRIED OUT WHILE BRITISH STILL RUN MASIRAH· OUR OBJECTIVE 
IS TO ESTABLISH A PATTERN Of u.s. FLIGHTS WHILE BRITISH ARE 
IN CONTROL, AND AT THE SAM£ TIM~ TO REMAIN NtIN A TOLERABLE 
BARGAINING POSTURE FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH TH~ SULTAN ON OUR 
POST-BRITISH USAGE. 

' 
1Jl;k_W._1. k_; ti-: 
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3. IT WOULD IN OUR JUDGMENT BE TACTICALLY ADVISABLE FOR 
THE U.S. NAVY TO MOUNT A P-3 FAMILIARIZATION FLIGHT TO 
MASIRAH BEFORE HMG ANNOUNCES ITS INTENTION TO WITHDRAW THE 
RAF. SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT WILL DRAW SOME ATTENTION TO THE 
ISLAND~ AND WE WOULD PREFER TO HAVE ESTABLISHED THE 
"ROUTINE" OF OUR USAGE BEFOREHAND. 

4° FOR LONDON: ACCORDINGLY~ PLEASE INFORM THE FCO THAT 
THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH PERTINENT 
8Rit!SH COUNTERPARTS ON OR BEFORE .JULY 9 TO ARRANGE FOR 
THE FIRST FLIGHT ON OR BEFORE JULY 19· WE HOPE HMG IS 
WILLING TO DEFER ITS WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT UNTIL AT 
LEAST A FEW DAYS AFTER OUR FIRST TRNiANSIT· 

5. HMG•s ORIGINAL "FOUR QUESTIONS" ASSUME» AN INDEFINITE 
CONTINUATION Of THE BRITISH PRESENCE ON MASIRAH. AS WE ARE 
NOW TALKING ABOUT AN OVERLAP OF ONLY BIABOUT NINE MONTHS, 
OUR RESPONSE TO "FOUR QUESTIONS" NEED ADDRESS ONLY THE 
USAGE WE INTEND BEFORE APRIL 1977 AS FOLLOWS: 

A} TYPE Of AIRCRAFT: MARITIME PATROL AIRCRAFT {P-3S} -
ABOUT 6 DAYS PER QUARTER~ AND POSSIBLE INCLUSION OF 
ONE OR TWO FLIGHTS BY TRANSPORT OR LOGISTICAL AIR­
CRATIFT SUCH AS C-l3DS, ETC. 

8} MISSION: MARITIME AIR PATROL AND FAMILIARIZATION, 
POSSIBLE TRANSPORT Of P-3 REPAIR COMPONENTS. 

C} FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF VISITS: ABOUT b DAYS PER 
QUARTER, SOME REMAINING OVER ONE OR TWO NIGHTS· 

D} GROUND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: REFUELING {ABOUT 
40,000 IMPERIAL GALLONS OF JET FUEL QUARTERLY} AND 
MINIMAL TRANSIENT SERVICES FOR CREWS NUMBERING FROM 
TWELVE TO TWENTY-THREE, ON REIMStBURSABLE BASIS· 

ANY FURTHER DETAILS REQUIRED WILL BE PROVIDED THROUGH 
MILITARY CHANNELS. 

6· WE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION Ir TH~ BRITISH W!SH~D TO 
INFORM THE SULTAN THAT we AND THEY WR~ERE MAKING THESE 
ARRANGEMENTS. OUR CHARGE IN MUSCAT WILL INFORM FONMIN 
ZAWAWI· 

7. FOR MUSCAT: YOU MAY TELL THE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WE 
ARE STUDYING THE REPORT Or YOUR JUN~ 28 EXCHANGE~ AND WILL 
BE BACK IN TOUCH IN DUE COURSE. WE HOPE TO PROVIDE LOGIS­
TICAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS INFORMATION SOMETIME THIS 
SUMMER~ BUT PERCEIVE NO NEED URGENTLY TO ENTER INTO N£GO-

tSECREf 
1 L:.. -1 ............ ___________________________________ " ______________ ~~~---~.....::::.~ 
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TIATIONS REGARDING OUR POSSIBLE POST-APRIL 1977 USE OF 
MASIRAH AIRFIELD· MEANWHILE, AS THE SULTAN SUGGESTED~ WE 
ARE PROCEEDING TO WORK OUR WITH THE BRITISH ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR OCCASIONAL U.S. USE OF THE AIRFIELD DURING THE NEXT 
NINE r10NTHS. . 

8. FYI, WE WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SULTAN'S AGREE­
MENT THAT OUR USE Of MASIRAH BEFORE THERAi~ RAF DEPARTURE 
BE WORKED OUT WITH THE BRITISH. WE WANT TO AVOID CONFUS­
ING THIS STRAIGHTFORWARD PROCEDURE WITH THE COMPLEXITIES 
Of ANY QUID PRO QUOS FOR ANY POST-APRIL 77 USE. OUR USAGE 
DURING THIS PERIOD WILL BE D£SIGNED TO ASSESS THE DEGREE 
OF USEFULNESS OF MASIRAH FOR OUR PURPOSES, AND WILL GIVE 
US THE INFORMATION WE NEED TO DEE~TERMINE WHETHER, AND ON 
WHAT TERMS, WE WOULD WANT TO USE MASIRAH AFTER THE BRITISH 
LEAVE· MEAN~HlLE, WE SHALL BE STUDYING HOW WE COULD BE 
RESPONSIBIVE VQ ~MANI INTEREST IN PERTINENT INTELLIGENCE, 
IF INDEED SUCH It-JTEREST IS CONFIR11ED LATER BY THE SUL TAN· 
FOR TACTICAL REASONS, WE WOULD LIKE, IN ANY DISCUSSION 
WITH THE SULTAN OR OTHER OMANI OFFICIALS, TO R~FRAIN FROM 
APPEARING TO PLACE HIGH VALUE ON MASIRAH· END FYI. 

9. FOR BOTH ACTION ADDRESSEES: WOULD APPRECIATE REPORTS 
ON YOUR EXCHANGES PER THIS INSTRUCTION BY JULY 7. YY 

~ .L · SLECRr;;.:T 
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5 f C R E T STATE 166422 

EX DIS 

E11n11 11652t GOS 

TAt;SiUK, MU 

SU&JECT:USE OF MASIRAH 

J 

AFR/UN--­
EURJCAN---

FE-----

LA-----
~--
P~C----

1, ~t APPRECIATE KNOWING THAT HMG PLANS TO RAISE WITH 
SULTAN QABOOS THE QUESTION OF A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEME~T WITH!t ' 
THE NEXT 3 OR 4 WEEKS, UF BRITibH INrENTION ~u ~IlM~PA~ ThF 
RAC: FROM MASlRAH (REF A). MEANWHILE,, "'-'E HA F i'HE SU' T1\N 9 S 
FAV0RA8~E REACTION TO OUR PROPOSA~ (REF B), ANO SOMt UN• 

.() 
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CERTAIN INOICATlONS Of WHA KINUS Of COSTS MIGHT bE ENTAILED 
FOR UwSw USE OF MASIRAH AFTER THE RRii!SH DEPA~T (~tF C). 

2 0 WE ARE ASSUMING THAT SULTAN JN ~IS ~E~~!0~ O; "A FE~ 
DETAILS" ANO A1ZAWAW! IN HIS SUGGESTION FOR WOR~!NG LEVEL 
DISCUSSIONS WERE REFERRING TO ARRA~GEMENTS FOR OuH us~ AFTER 
BRITISH DEPARTUREQ WE FURTHER ASSU~E THAT ~A~ JS NO~ C~fAq 
fOR US TO WORK OUT Wl1H BRITl~H ON A SFRVICEwTO~SERV!CE 
LEVEL THE TECHNICAL DETAILS OF OUR lNIT!AL P~3 fL~GhTS TO BE 
CARRIED OUT W~ILE BRITISH STILL RUN ~A~IP ~ cu~ OBJEC7IVF 
IS TO ~STABLISH A PATTERN Of U.So FLIGHTS WHILF BNLTISH ARE 
lN CO~TROL, A~D AT -HE SAME TIME ro ~tM l~ A TOLERAB~f 
BARGAINING POSTURE FOR ~EGOT!ATinNS WITH THE SULTAN ON OUR 
POST~BRITI~H USAGE~ 

3~ IT WOULD IN OUR JUDGMENT BE TACTICALLY ADVISABLE FOR 
THE U0 S, NAVY TO MOUNT A PQ3 FAMJLIARIZATION FLIGhT TO 
MASIRAH BEFORE HMG ANNO~NCES !T& INTENTION 70 W!TNDRAW THE 
RAF. SUCH ANNOU~CE~ENT WILL DQAw 3CMf -TTENT!O~ TO THE 
ISLAND; AND ~E ~OULD PREFER TC NAVE ESTAALISHE" T~E 
"ROUTINE" OF OUR USAGE 6EFOREhAND~ 

4G FOR LONDON: ACCOROINGLY1 PLEASt INFORM THE FCC TriAT 
THE DEFENSE DEP~RTMENT WILL BE l~ TOUCM WITH PE~TlN~NT 
BRITISH COUNTfRPA~TS ON OR aEFORE JULY 9 TO ARRANGE FOR 
THE FIRST FLIGHT ON OR bEFORE JULY lgw WE HOP~ ~MG IS 
WIL~JNG TO DEFER ITS wITHO~AWAL ANNOUNf.EMENT UNTIL AT 
LEAST A FEW DAYS AFTER OUR fikSr lR~NSti~ 

5o HM~·S OR!GI~A~ "FOUR QUtST~~NS" &ssu~En AN lNu~r!~I~E 
c 0 ~· T I h u AT I 0 ~ 0 F T ti E 8 RI l I s n p Rf. 5 r: N r. E. 0 ~~ MA s· 1 RA r! • As \.i E ARE 
NOW 'l"ALK!Nt; ABOUT At.. OV~R f.P ,,,. •:LY A~~1l1T "i! t'.0 . ..... •1 , 

OUR RESPONSE TO µFOUR QUESTIO~S " NEtD ADDRESS ONL~ THE 
USAGE ~E INTEND BEFORE APRIL 1977 AS fnLLOWS: 

A) TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: t-1ARITIME . PATHOL AIRCRAFT (P•3S) • 
ABOUT ~ DAYS PER ~UARTER~ AND PuSSioLE INC~US!ON OF 
n~i:: OR TWO FLlr;H'rs HY TR. P:.JRT ('lk LO:;IsTICA ... AIR ... 
CRAFT SUCH AS C•l3~S v E1Cu 

Bl MISSION~ MARITIME AIR PATRUL ANO FAMILIARIZATION~ 

~ECRET 
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POSSIBLE TRANSPORT OF P•3 REPAIR COMPONENTSw 

C) FREQUENCV AND DURATION OF VISITSl ABOUT 6 DAYS PER 
QUARTER, SOME REMAINING OVER ONt OR Two NIGHTS~ 

0) GROUND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: REFUEL!NG (ABOUT 
40,000 IMPERIAL GALLONS OF JET FUEL QUARTERLY) ANO 
MINIMAL TRANSlENT SERVICES FOR CREWS NLIMBERl NG FROM 
TWELVE TO TWENTY•THREE, ON REIMBURSABLE 8AS1SQ 

ANY FURTHER DETAILS REQUIRED WILL BE PROVIDED THROUGH 
MILITAPY CHANNELSv 

R. WE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION IF THE ARITISH wISHEO TO· 
INFORM THE SULTAN THAT WE AND THEY WERE MAKING TH~S~ 
A.RRANGEMENTSe OUR CHARGE IN MUSCAT WILL INFORM FONMIN 
ZAWAWI11 

7 0 FOR MUSCATl YOU MAY TELL THE FOREIGN MINI~TER THAT WE 
ARE STUDYING THE REPORT OF YOUR JUNE 2~ EXCHANG~i ANO WILL 
BE BACK IN TOUCH IN OUE COURSE. WE HOPE TO PROVIDE LOGIS­
TICAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS INFORMATION SOMETIME rHIS 
SUMMER, BUT PERCEXVE NO NEED URGENTLY TO ENTER INTO NEGO• 

TIAT!ONS REGARDING OUR POSSIBLE POST-APRIL !977 USE OF 
MASIRAH AIRFIELD~ MEANWHILE1 AS THE SULTAN SUGGESiEDr ~t 
ARE PROCEEDING TO WORK OU~ WITH THE BRITISH ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR OCCASIONAL U.S. USE OF THE AIRFIELO DURlNG THE NEXT 
NINE MONTHS, 

a. FYI, WE WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SULTAN S AGREE• 
MENT THAT OUR USE OF MASIRAH BEFORE THE RAF (iEPARTlJkE 
BE ~ORKEO OUT WITH THE BRITISH. WE WANT TD AVOlD CO ~U~­
lNG THIS STRAIGHTFORWARD PROCEDURE WITH THE COMPLE ITIES 
Of MJ Y Q U I 0 PR 0 Q U 0 S F 0 R AN V P 0 S T .. APR I L 7 7 U S E .. !; UR Li S AG E 
DURING THIS PERIOD Wl~L BE DESIGNED To ASSF.SS THE D~GqE~ 
OF USEFULNESS OF MASIRAH FOR OUR PURPOSES~ AND ~IL~ GIVE 
US THE INFORMATION WE NEED TO DETERMINE WHETHER, AND ON 
WHAT TERMS, WE WOULD WANT TO USE MASIRAH AFTER ?~E HRITlS~ 
LEAVE~ MEANWHILE, WE SHALL BE STUOYIN~ HOW ~E COULD ~F 
RESPONSIVE TO OMANI INTEREST IN PERTINENT INTELll~ENCEY 

! NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF TH~ EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
• 
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IF INDEED SUCH INTEREST IS CONFIPM ED LATFP e~ T~E cuL~AN­
FOR TACTICAL REASONS, WE WOULD LIKE, IN ANY DISCUSSION 
WITH THE SULTAN OR OTHER OMANI OFFICIALSP TO REFRAIN FROM 
APPEARING TO PLACE HIGH VALUE ON MASIRAH. ENn FY!o 

9~ FOR BOTH ACTION AOORESSEESI ~OULO APPRECIATE R~PQRTS. 
ON YOUR EXCHANGES PER THIS INSTRUCTION av JULV 7~ KISSINGER 

0 
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OP IMViEO /ROUTINE 
CRLOlOLO 586 

******* 

DE RUOTC #0434 1871322 
0 R 051320Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSV LONDON 

-S- E C R E T 

TO SECSTATt WASHOC IMMEDIATE 3375 

INFO AME~BASSY ~USCAT IMMEDIATE 0137 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 2569 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 2382 

• E C R E f LONDON 10434 

EXOIS 
E. 0 .11652: xr,Ds-1 
TAGS : MAR , K, MU 
SUBJECT: S F MASIRAH IN OMAN 
REF: STATE 166422 

.I 

1. IN ORDt TO GET BALL ROLLING AS SOON AS FEASIBLE, EMB ­
OFF CONVEYED POJ~TS IN INSTRUCTION IN REFTEL TO IVOR LUCAS, 
HEAD OF FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPT, ON JULY 5 . TWO UK MOO OF­
FICIALS WERE ALSO PRESE T. EMBOFF GAVE THEM TEXT OF OUR 
REPLY TO THE "FOUR QUESTIONS" AS STATED IN PARA 5 OF REF ­
TEL . 

2 . WITH REGARD TO US USE OF MASIRAH AS PROPOSE , LUCAS 
SAW NO OVER- RIDING POLICY OBJECTION BUT NOTED THAT UK POL­
ITICAL AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL GIV­
EN BY SULTAN QABOOS DIRECTLY TO BRITISH. FCO HOPES TO 
OBTAIN HIS REACTIONS IN LONDON LATER THIS WEEK, AND Will 

AFR/UN __ _ 

~---FE ____ _ 
LA ____ _ 

~----PRC ___ _ 

SEA ___ _ 

~---PGM/ANL __ _ 

SCl/ENV __ _ 
ECON ___ _ 
c- .... - __ _ 
Ss/l'R ___ ~ 

INFORM us PROMPTLY . MEANWHILE , LUCAS AND MOD OFF ICIALS . I 
RECOMME OED THAT US DEPT OF DEFENSE IN LONDON SHOULD GO 
AHEAD A 0 CONTACT UK MOO DIRECTLY IN ORDER TO MAKE TECHNI -
CAL ARRANGE~ENTS FOR FIRST FLIGHT SUBJECT TO FINAL POLIT-
ICAL CLEARANCE . 

3 . WITH REGARD TO PUBLIC AN OUNCEMENT, MOD HAD BEEN THIN~­
ING IN TERMS OF AN ANNOU CEMENT IN PARLIAMENT VER 
AFTER DEPARTURE OF QABOos, WHICH NOW PLANNED FOR JULY 17_ 
MOO OFFICIALS NOTED OUR REQUEST TO DEFER ANNOUNCE N­
TIL AFTER OUR FIRST FLIGHT, BUT SUGGESTED THAT IN THAT CASE 
US ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE FLIGHT BEFORE JULY 19. 

lilft_~ 
1d-/.;J../CJ3 

'-111:J../13 

PS': 36196 P GE 01 TOR:187/13:43Z OTG:051320Z JUL 76 
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BRITISH HAVE ALREADY CLEARED TEXT OF ANNOUNCEMENT WITH 
QABOClS. 

4. FURTHER DETAILS OF CONVERSATION TOMORROW WHEN EMBAS­
SY RcOPEflJS. 
SPIERS 
BT 
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OP IMMEO /ROUTINE 
ESA294QMB029 
DE RUQMMT #0819 1890940 
0 R 070920Z JUL 76 

S E C R E T- II 

FH AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AFR/UN __ _ 

-fYR{"AN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2262 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IM ME DIATE 256 

INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 243 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 240 

S E C R E T MUSCAT 0819 

EXD'IS 
DEPT. PASS TO MILITARY COMMANDS AS DESIRED 
E.O. 11652: GOS 
TAGS: UK, MU 
SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH 
REF: STATE 166422 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI RECEIVED ME JOLY 7 ANO SAID HE 
HAO FOLLOWING MESSAGE FOR ME. SULTAN QABoos, WHO HAS ASKED 
ZAWAWI TO JOIN HIM IN LONDON JULY 12, WANTS US TO KNOW 
THAT HE OR ZAWAWI WI LL PROBABLY WISH TO DISCUSS MASIRAH 
HITH APPROPRIATE AMERICAN EMBASSY LONDON OFFICIAL DURING 
WEEK OF JULY 12-16. ZAWAWI SAID HE GUESSES THIS MEANS TrlAT 
HE RATHER THAN SULT AN HIMSELF WOULD PUT FORWARD WHATEVER 
POINTS SULTAN WANTS TO ~AKE IN LONDON, ANO THAT SUCH DPX­
CUSSION MIGHT WELL FOLLOW RATHER THAN PRECEDE HM•S SCHEDULED 
JULY 14 MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN. 

2. I TOOK THIS OCCASION TO RELAY TO ZAWAWI CONTENTS OF 

fr ____ -_ 
LA ___ _ 

~ 
SEA ----~~----.pr I";:.__ 

sc;;.;r::i.w 
!fW"<il'J: ---

F,lt/!11~· -... 
SE{Pw ------
8HN£L 

PARA 7 OF REFTEL (RECEIVED HERE JULY 6).,HE RECEIVED THIS WITHOUG 
COMMENT AND WITHOUT ANY HINT THAT HE HAD A PROBLEM WITH IT. 

3. ZAWAWI WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF AN OFFICER FROM OUR 
LONDON EMBASSY WOULD TElEPHVKE HIM ON TUESDAY MORNING, 
JULY 13 AT THE BERKELEY HOTEL (235-6000). I GAVE HIM 
LUCIEN KINSOLVING'S NAME AS THE ONE WHO MOST LIKELY WOULD 
DO THIS. 

4. COMMENT: ZAWAWI GAVE NO INDICATION AT All JUST WHAT 
ASPECTS HM MQZ XSSY OIXTUSSED IN LONDON, OR WHAT TACK 

.0 1 

PSN:037840 PAGE 01 TOR·:l89/lo:07Z DTG:070920Z JUL 76 
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OMANIS WOULD TAKE1 AND I SUSPECT HE REALLY DOES NOT KNOW. 
HAVING NOT SEEN THE SULTAN HIMSELF FOR OVER TWO WEEKS, 
HE PROBABLY IS SOMEWHAT OUT OF TOUCH. HE CLAIMS1 FOR 
EXA~PLE, TD BE UNINFORMED ABOUT CONTENTS OF QABOOS 1 

DISCUSSIONS WITH SHAH IN TEHRAN LAST MONTH. PRESUMABLY 
HE WILL BE AU COURANT ONCE ~O~E A FEW HOURS AFTZW 
JOINING 11 THE CLAN" IN LONDON AND GETTING EQUERRY TIM 
LANDON AND OTHERS TO FILL HIM IN. 
WOLLE 
BT 
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******* SECRE-T- *******E COPY 



... 

Depart11ient of 
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ACiI01'1 ~~-~5 

n ~712117 JUL 76 
F~ ~~tMdASSY T~HDAN 

TQ 5ECSiATt. ~A$HOC 7~81 
' 'fNFO /.ME~'fHS~\' ARU DHABI 

AMF'.Mf-lASSV j!DOA 
AMFMAASbV LOND~N 
.i\MF.'.MP.ASSY ~USC!T 

nfPT PA~S SECO~P, USClNCF.UR 
l 

S~CRE:f 5873 

f\fR/UN ___ _ 

FF -----LA ____ _ 

~ 
't?C 

~ 
~---

·.,';'I --:----
• u."I _...__ __ 
,. ... r ---L , F. n"' 11052: YGos-1 1PR ___ _ 

1

: TAGS: MARR IP MU . ~ 
~lJAJ: ~LILTAN QA6llS 1 VISIT TO TF'H~AN 

tt, 1. .. D IJ ~ I I\ G AUD I ENC E JU I. V ~ , S 1-1 AH T 0 L D ME' TH A T SUL. T A N ~ Ar lJ S 
·~ jHAn HAO GOOu VISTT TO TEHRAN. T H~k c ~AO ·~EN A~~Lt 
, lnI~CUSSION OF OMAN'S RELATIONS WITH ITS PENINSULAR 
; NE~GHBORS ANn ~ULTAN AN D S~AM MAD AGREED ON TReNDS JN 
, REr;l!')NA L POLITICS. BOT~ RULERS lt.E~E ~KEP T lCt!. l..t>.)U . 
""l ~AllDI EFFORTS TO l'IF.AN PuRY AWAY F!H'!M DEPEND .:.l\!CY ON 
-' 1 r. 0 M M ll N i S T o E r; I M E 5 ., S H A 11 A f'I w A i; lJ $ S n ~ k - U , , . · ,. . !'), t Y .... ·" 

THAT SOMAl.I/I. wAS O~IFTING (;RADIJA LLV FURTHtR LEFTWARD 
fa N n T ro .\ T S ~. M F' TE NO r; I\ r. Y W t. S N 0 Tr D J. ,._, F.: T ·~ ! :; . 'f 1 

l 
r ! ~. QAbUS tXPRESSED A LACK ~F ENTHU~I~SM 4p0UT H!S 

Rt I AT l C .~ ~ t' T .HI J Y • 1-l E r'1 1 l • • 

I MU~H MORE APPRFC!ATIVE QF AS~IST A~CE HENOt~tD µI M ~y 
·! ~HAIKH ZAYID. SULTAN ALSO EXPR~SSEO DET ERMINATION TO 

• · M AK E G ~ ,.,, 1 J J ME E r: F n ~ "' Tc e t M r "' ~ ~ T s u r. Pr:"" n r ~.' • \' f' ,. j ~ 

RR 1'. TT SH. hi: Pt,_ l F.. v C: O PH f, ~ ~ r_ .. !:. ·' ~.. ! ~. .._ .... , . 4 •• .., 

FRnM OTL ~ -.s PC"s<qr.u· '•'nT CH "' I_ •·c· ', ::. ' .. r 

,FOR !Hil!~~ SUPPORT ANn ENABLE HIM TO PUR&U~ ~n~F 

E.O 

>-!ft._ 
ti J 
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T~l[GR&A~d 

~. ON BILATEPAL M~TT~RS, SWAM RAIO SULTAN HAO AS~fn 
1-4P1 TO M.\L"!TAI~! 'l'RAl'liJAN FORCfS Ir-; DHOf~. R . AS F: 1fHl"l·:F< 
REFL~CTION OF SULTA~IS SKEPTIC ISt PE SAUDI'S AB~LITY 
TO CHA~GE NATURE OF ADVEN REGI~E ANO THW$ YO ~~Mnve 
TnRC:AT l ') f'.lMAN FRO~ TH6T flllA~ ~F'. " " . f -~-- r · 
IJSF Or M~Sl 10H fACILITV FUR YRl\ N~Af'·' r'•~ •. s . , . ~- 'M ... ' 
4 ! R c ru. FT A ~ n E 5 I ~ E n " s HAM c 0 MM E" T fi r T !! ~· 0 'j l ~ 
ASK '"IIS ~IU:T A qY STAFF Tlj STIJDV TRANY tt'J Pf()!. "1 •• ~ .fNTS 
~E F O R f RFPLY!NG TQ SULTAN'~ OFFER. HE ~tDt PO!NT ~F 
TE I LTN~ PA~U~ TH~T IRA~!AN ! ~~P~E P . •• 

hLR~6DY 0¥~RSTPETCHED WITrl TASKS AT ~AN~ AND ~OULC 
NOT qE IN - POSI TinN rn ASSIST ~ !T~ nPFR~T!Q~ OP 
MA~IPAH FACILITY . 
F'H I MS 

NOTE bV OCT s ~" T PASSED SECOEF. 
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OP IMMEO /ROUTINE 
FHB778LON789 
DE RUDTC #0704 1911641 
0 R 091639Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 3535 

INFO AMEMBASSV. MUSCAT 0140 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 2572 

S. E C R E T LONDON 10704 

EXDIS - · MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
DEPARTMENT PASS INFO SECDEF AND CJNCUSNAVEUR 
E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
GS: ~ARR, MU, Ut< 
SUBJ: BRITISH CLE AR US P-3 FLIGHT TO MASJRAH 
REF: STATE 166422; LONDON 10434 
LUCAS, HEAD OF FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT, INFOR ME D EMB 
OFF AFTERNOON JULY 9 THAT, ON BASIS OF CONSULTATION WITH 
OMANI GOVERNMENT, HMG APPROVES PROPOSED US P-3 FLIGHT TO 
MASIRAH. LUCAS STATED HMG ASSUMES USG WILL GIVE NQ, RE­
PEAT NO, PUBLICITY TO THIS FLIGHT. HE SUGGESTED US MILI­
TARY PROCEED FORTHWITH TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH MOO, AND 
WE HAVE INFORMED CINCUSNAVEUR ACCORDINGLY. 
SPIERS 
BT 

AFR/U~--­
-EURPiJ 
rE -----LA __ 

HEl ,. ---------. . l_s__ __ 

PRC ----S':" -''· ..... --,r·'· /"''' 

--~ .. ":.:-:+ __ _ 
SSf PR ---­
~----
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OP IMMEO /ROUTINE 
DE RUEHC #2253 1~50030 
0 R 130019Z JUL 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHOC 

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 4875 

INFO AMEHBASSY MUSCAT 2739 

-s· E e R E T STATE 172253 

EXOJS~ LONDON FOR KINSOLVING 
E.o. ;1652: GOS 

TAGS: UK, MU 

SUBJECTl USE OF HASIRAH 

REFERENCES: MUSCAT 8191 LONDON 10704 

•••••••E COPY 

IN VIEW OMANI APPROVAL FOR P•3 FLIGHT REPORTED LONDON 
REFTEL1 ANO OF THE LACK THUS FAR OF ANY PRECISE IDEA WHAT 
OMANIS MAY WISH TD RAISE WITH VOU IN CONVERSATIONS 
SUGGESTED MUSCAT REFTEL1 YOU SHOULD HAKE YOURSELF AVAILABLE 
TO ZAWAWl1 HEAR HIM our, ANO REPORT JO DEPARTMENT. vOu 
HAY OF COURSE Fill HIM JN ON WHERE WE STANO WITH BRITISH. 
KISSINGER 
BT 

.A~t4~ 
"" .. l~/d-/ 1)3 
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TO CST TE A DC IC l~ME IT 3 02 

I FO MEM A Y MUSCAT I CT IM l T 0142 

S E C R E l lO DO 10846 

0 CI CU AVEUR - HANOL 

T TO SIR H I 0 A 

2. ASSUM CI CPAC I INFOR ,f G AME ASSV USCAT OIR CTLY 
OF EXP CTED TIME OF AR IVAL UF I CRAFT ON SIR H. 

3. E BOFF HO 
E UEST T HIS 

H WI H TO 
l DIC T WH T 
SPI S 

T 

s :o 4 3 

ED O~A I FOREIGN MINJSTE Z W WI PER HIS 
LO DON H T l I G JULY 13. ZAWAWI S ID 
E M OFF I T OAY 0 o, UT 010 OT 
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n '314291 Jul 76 ZFF 4 
fM AMEMbASSV LONno~ 
TU ~E~STAT~ WASH~C NIACT l~MFOTATE 3~0? 
lNFO AMt:.M84SSY MUSCAT NIACT !MMEOIATF 

AFR/UN---"---

~ ~ C R E T LOND~N 1~8A6 

F:xn1s 

'!IJRfsnrr 
f"E -----LA ____ _ 

~ ·.' ... ,~ 

nEPT PASS ~ECOF.F. CINCPAC 
~PFCAT f.XCLU~IVE 

~on~ 11652S XGD~·1 
TAr.s: MA~R, Mii, UK 
~URJECT: US NAVY P-~ F~IGKT TO ~A~lRAH !N O~AN 

---
AS ' 

... 
i_ ·~ ----

--,··~--

-· -
-:ev-1.~--.. '.'.: __ _ 

\o IN DISCUSSION WITH FCO DESK nFFIC£R FOR OMAN, 
wAf)CLIFFE, ON JULY 13, E~Bt'!FF STATED HE llf'llncRSTOOD us p.3 
FLTGMT WOULD LAND IN MAS!RAH ON ~ORNING OF JULY 14, ~N 
RA~lS ~F POLITICA~ CLEARANCES r,RANTEO BY BOTH HMG ANO 
~UI TAN QAanos. ~ADCLIFFF RE!T~~6Tf0 FCO VIfW THAT IT 
WOllLn AE. ADVISABLE FOR US EMRA~SV !N MUSCAT TO CLt:.Ak 
h~RIV~L OF FLIGHT WITH LOCAL O~ANI AUTHORITIES AS WELL, 
OR AT LEAST IN~OQM TMEM. RAOCLIFFF ALSO SUGGESTED ~~ 
FMRA~SV MtJ~CAT C~NTArTINf'.': ~RITtSloi AIR ATTACHF IN MUSCAT 
~N THI~ CUNN~CTION. 

'G AdS~~E C!NCPAC I~ INFO~M!N~ AMEMPASSV MUSCAT O!k~CTLV 
nf EXPFCTfn TIME OF ARRIVAL OF ~IRCRA~T ON MAS!RAH. 

~. EM80FF pMQNE~ nMANT FOREIGN ~IMI~T~R ZAwAw! PER MI~ 
REnuEST AT HIS LnNOO~ MOTEL ~OR~ING JULY 13. ZAWAWl SAIO 
HE ~I~HES TO SFE EMBnfF IN NFXT nAV OR sn, BUT DID ~nT 
tNnICATE wHAT ~ATT~R HE ~I~HT RAISE~ 

E <' 
~lJ~ 

SF.ER ET 
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OP IHMED 
SA3450t-!Al04 

0 RUQM T 0 52 196 940 
0 14092 l JUL 7b 
F SSY U CAT 

TO S CSTATE A DC I EDI TE 22 2 

I FO M ASS LO 0 IMH 01 TE 259 

s e e ft E f- MUS( AT 0 52 

EXOIS 
D P RTME T PASS Cl CUSNAVEU ~O CI CPAC 
E •• 11 52: GOS 
T : HIP , US, HU, UL 
S J CT: ASI A -3 Fll HT 

F: ( > STAT 17 ; ( > LO 00 10704 

Jtl/ 

1. AS INSTRUCTED, X ASS 00 I FO MEO ANKING IN-COU TRY 
OMANI FO EIGN MINISTRY f1FFJCI .l <DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT SALIM KHALFA ) MORNI G OF JULY 14 ABOUT P-3 
FLIGHT. MPH SVGEO THZZ SULTA AS W LL AS HMG HAO GIV 
c 
C RA CE, THAT LOCAL B IT I SH . AO 
COM A OE AT A lRAH l FIEL01 0 THAT 
BEE A TICIPAHAO (THOU H WITHOUT TI ING 
A~BASSAOO 'S LAST E TING WITH FO EIGN 
JULY 7. LSO ST ESSEO JMPO T CE OF NO 
KALFA AISED QUESTIONS A D EE D E 
ABOUT MATTER. 

I FD MEO B !TISH 
SUCH A FLIG T HAO 

EING INOW > I 
I ISTER ZA'tlA I 
PT NO PU LICITY. 
TIR LY ELA ED 

2. LATE 0 JULY 13., BRITISH EMBASSY HAD FIRST ALERTED 
US TO JULY 14 SCHEDULED ARRIVAL OF THIS FLIGHT ANO TOLD 
US JT WAS I FOR ING MASIRAH COMMA OE • RJTISH EMBASSY 
IN T UCTIO S OBVIOUSLY R PHA IZI G THAT THIS 
FLIG T HUST EM I STRV TIY SECRET ITH A SOLUT LY 0 
PU LICITY. A EEPING I CLOSE TOUCH WITH UK 

SSY EXT FE DAYS A·'D AV A KE11 TO E ALE TEO 
ILD ANY P 0 L M COME UP. 

3. tM AS Y THIS MO WING 
N VY AND USO 0 LONDO CA 
CR W CO. OSITIO , ETC. 

Tn ECFIVE SE IES OF 
ETA ANO ETD l FQ, 

-
-
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INFO 

0 9 1616 147 JJL 16 
FM AM~~il3/l SS'! LC·~Jo~. 
TO SEC~ T AT E ~45H~C !~MED IATE 373~ 
I~FO ~M~~~JS~~ ~Ja:~T 

EXuIS 
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Al ' • 

ru-..... ~------
fE __ _ 

~,3 

f, ... --- -
SLA 

E • 0 11 11 6 5 2 : x G iJ s .. 1 PG:, ' L 

TAGS: PFOR ~ MAR1(~ U~ llK scrft"\ 
!CC:I 

S!..IBJECT: RR!TIS ANNCiU1'lCEMtNT OF lliITH!1RAi'iAL. FROM ----
SALALA~ A>l !°: ASlRt..n IN fJMAN Of>tllji,: __ _ 

SS/f'f. ____ _ 
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