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SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH BY P=E AIRCRAFT
REF: STATE 146441
DEPT PASS TO MILITARY ADDEES AS DESIRED

1. ACTING FONMIN YUSUF AL ALAWI SUMMONDED ME TO THIS OFFICE
MORNING DOF JUNE 21 TO ASK IF WE HAD NAY INFORMATIDN TO RELAY

TO SULTAM QABODS PRIODR TGO HISDEPARTURE FNR TEHRAN. (QABDOS WILL
LEAVE MUSCAT AT ARJUND 1230 ST AS TO ARRIVE IN TEHRAN SDME 20
MINUTES AFTER DEPARTURE 0JF PRESIENT SADAT.)

2. 1 TOLD AL ALAWI THAT I HAD NOT RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS,
ALTHOUGH I HAD REASNN TD BELIEVF USG WOULD SEEK SOME
ARRAMGEMENT RE MASIRAH FACILITIES IN KEEPING WITH AGREEMENT
REACHED DURING QABDNSY JANUARYs 1975, VISIT TO WASHINGTON,

3. AL ALAWI PRESSED FOR DETAILSs STRESSING THAT IT wwOULD
BE IN YOUR (USG) INTEREST « « " TO HAVE QABDOS FULLY
INFORMEDN PRIDR TN HIS OISCUSSION OF THIS MATTER WITH SHAH.
THIS WAS A PRINT I HAD T CONCEDEe. FURTHERs AL ALAWI

AGAIN HINTED THAT OMANIS ANTICIPATE THAT SHAH MIGHT UNVEIL
PLAN FDR IRAMIAN US= OF ISLANDs IN WHICH CASE SULTAN
SHOULD AT LEAST KNOW WHAT USG PROPOSALS MIGHT BE,

4. NATURALLY, I DID MDT REVEAL THAT SHAH ALREADY BETTER
INFORMED RE DUR PLANS THAN IS SULTAN (TEHRAN 6150). HOWEVERS
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THIS FACT PROMPTED ME TO CNNVGH "INFORMALW INFORMATION
EXPLICITLY AS FNLLOWS: I TOLD AL ALAWI THAT (A) USG MOST
LIKELY WILL APPROACH SULTAN WITH REQUEST FOR LIMITED ACCESS
T MASIRAHs ROTH BEFORE AND AFTFR FIWAL BRITISH WITHDRAWAL
(I WAS NO MORE SPECIFIC ON TIMING)Z (B) USG WILL NOT SEEK
PERMANENT PRESENCEs NOR WILL WE TRY TD REPLACE BRITISH.

(C) ASSUVYING REAFFIPATION UF QABOOSY' AGREEMENT FOR AMERICAN
USE OF FACILITIES, DETAILS FOR ANY USG PRNOGRAM WOULD HAVE
TO BE NEGOTIATED SUSSEQUENTLY WITH DMANGOV. FURTHER 8

TOLD AL ALAW] THAT THREE BROAD CATEGORIES OF USAGDUMIGHT

EE ANTICIPATED: (A) EMERGENCY DIVERSION OF AIRCRAFT DURING
TIME WHEN US FLEET UNITES OPEPATING IN NORTHWEST INDIAN
OCEANS2 (B) PERTINENT LOGISTICS SUPPGRY FLIGHTS, AND

(C) LOW VOLUME (WITHOUT SPECIFYING AnY FREWUENCY) STAGING
UF RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS.,

5. IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, MORE SPECIFIC INFDRMATION SHOULD BE
RELAYED TO SULTAN PRIOR TO HIS SUBSTANTIVE MEETINGS WITH
SHAK, SUCH M=SSAGE PERFDRCE WILL NDOW HAVE TU BE RELAYED

BY EMBASSY TEHRAN.
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SUBJECT: US USE OF MASIRAM

REFERENCE: STATE 155268 S ———
IN DISCUSSION OF LATEST US MOVES REGARDING MASIRAH» DAY :
IN FCO MIDOLE EAST DEPY TOLO EMBOFF THAT SULTAN QABOOS IS

EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN LONDON JUNE 28 FOR A STAY OF aAp-

PROXIMATELY 3 WEEKS, AND THAT ONE OF THE IS’UI’ V“lCH HMG
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SUBJ: SULTAN QABODS'S VIEWS ON ARABIAN PENISULA AFFAIRS

1, WHEN SULTAN QABOOS RECEIVED ME ALONE EVENING OF JUNE 23 ON
ANOTHER MATTER» HE GAVE ME A BRIEF TOUR D'HORIZON ON SOME
ASPECTS DF ARABIAN PENISULA AFFAIRS WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST
TO ADDRESSEES., WITH RESPECT TO INTERNAL OMANI AFFAIRS AND THE
OHOFAR REBELLIONs QABOOS SAID THAT HE FELT CONFIDENT THAT THE
BACK OF THE INSURGENTS HAD BEEN BORKEN AND THAT IT IS HIGHLY
UNLIKELY THAT THEY WOULD CHALLENGE THE GOVERNMENT AGAIN IN ANY
MEANINGFUL WAY. HE SAIS THAT MOST OF THOSE THAT HAD BORNE
ARMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT WERE NOW HAPPILY GOING ABOUT
CIVILIAN PURSUITSs BUILDING HOMES AND ENJOYING THE

BEGINNINGS OF A GOOD LIFE INCLUDING POSSESSION OF THEIR

OWN AUTOMOBILES, HE SAID THAT IN OMANI TRADITION THEY

STILL HAVE GUNS BUT THEY ARE MINE» NOT SOMEBODY ELSE'S.

HE AMENDED HIS VIEWS ONLY SLIGHTLY BY OBSERVING THAT

THERE MAY BE A STRAY INCIDENT OR TWO PERPETRATED BY A

LONE TERRORIST BUT THIS», HE SAIDs COULD HAPPEN ANYWHERE,

HE ALSO SAID THAT THIS SATISFACTORY SECURITY SITUATION
ASSUMES THAT SOUTH YEMEN DOES NOT AGIN MOUNT AN INTENSIVE
ACROSS=-THE=-BORDER CAMPAIGN,

2. WITH RESPECT TO SOUTH YEMEN» QABOOS SAID THAT THE ONLY

FAVORABLE THING IT HAS DONE SINCE SAUDI ARABIA BEGAN ,
APYING IT OFF WAS TO STOP FIRING ACROSS THE SODUTH YEMEN-

By A2 4112113
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OMANI BORDER, DTHERWISEs THEIR HOSTILE PROPAGANDA
CONTINUES AND THEY STILL SEEM TO BE IN THE EMBRACE OF THE
COMMUNISTS. AS FAR AS HE IS CONCERNED» THS SAUDIS DOUGHT
TO DEMAND BETTER PERFORMANCE AND SHOULD LINK FUTURE
PAYMENTS TO FURTHER CONCRETE EVIDENCF OF IMPROVED YEMENI
BEHAVIOR, QABOOS ADDEDs HOWEVERs THAT HE WAS NOT AT ALL
CERTAIN THIS IS WHAT SAUDI ARABIA WISHED AND SAID THAT HE
THOUGHT THAT, IN FACTs SAUDI ARABIA WANTED TO MAINTAIN
SOME TENSION IN THE AREA AS A LEVER IN INDUCING OMAN TO
RECONCILE ITS BORDER DIFFERENCES WITH SAUDI ARABIA,
COMMENTING ON YEMEN'S LEADERSHIPs HE WONDERED WHETHER THE
OUTSIDE WORLD WASN'T BEING TAKEN IN BY THE CAREFULLY
STAGED PLAY OF SALEM RUBAYI ALI PRETENDING TD BE

THE GOOD GUY AS FAR AS THE ARAB AND WESTERN WORLD WAS
CONCERNED AND ABDUL FATTAH ISMAIL PRETENDING TO BE

THE GOOD GUY AS FAR AS THE COMMUNISTS=-REVOLUTIONARY WORLD
WAS CONCERNED. THIS WAY SOUTH YEMEN WAS WINNING NO MATTER
WHAT, HE ALSO OFFERED THE DPINION THAT SOUTH YEMEN'S
ULTIMATE ORIENTATION WILL DEPEND HEAVILY ON THE OUTCOME
OF THE LEBANESE TRAGEDY, IFs HE SAID, LEBANON GOES
RADICAL LEFT, SOUTH YEMEN WILL FOLLOW AND IF IT GOES IN
THE OTHER DIRECTION, SO WILL SOUTH YEMEN,

3. QABOOS WAS FULL OF PRAISE FOR THE ROLE IRAN HAD PLAYED
IN PUTTING DOWN THE DHOFAR REBRELLION, HE SAID THAT OMAN
COULD HAVE DONE IT ON ITS OWN BUT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE
COSTLY IN MEN AND MATERIAL AND WOULD HAVE TAKEN LONGER.

HE NOTED THAT IRAN HAD COME TO OMAN'S AID WHEN DOTHERS

THAT SHOULD HAVE DID NOTHING. IN THIS CONTEXTs HE SAID
WITH A LAUGH THAT, "YOU KNDWs 1 JUST TOLD MY ARAB BROTHERS
THAT DUR WEATHER SEEMS TO AFFECT THEM AND MAKE THEM
INDOLENT"(HE HAD MET WITH RESIDENT ARAB AMBASSADORS JUST
BEFORE MEETING ME),

4, QABDOOS SEEMED ENORMOUSLY PLEASED WITH HIS VISIT HERE
AND HIS TALK WITH THE SHAH. HE DID NDTs HOWEVER, COMMENT
ON ITS SUBSTANCE.

MIKLOS

BT

PSN:025493 PAGE 02 OF Q2 TOR:177/03:372 DTG:240706Z JUN 76
ARk ~S5—ECRET- *xkkex*E COPY



Bt ~ ‘

Department of State

ot

—SEERET— 3407

O
" il PABE @1 TEHRAN M6438 240832Z , =D
S ) SEC 3.3 /a/2/03
. : 688 3
‘7. ! ACTION $S=25 w  /HL NARA Date 4/12113
;hif; INFO OCTwly IS0=00 SSO=AQ /026 W

Snﬁ P P P S g SRS WP T W 0P D W V69889
4l R 24070852 JUN 76
(a'i  FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN
Wik YO SECSTATE WASHDC 7761 AFRIUN
V=1 INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA .
L1 1 AMEMBASSY JIDDA P i hmcismneirisisiis
171 AMEMBASSY LONDON et
(o AMEMBASSY MUSCAT R, - N
'y )l SECDEF WASHDC O et
L i CINCUSNAVEUR ‘ g L SRR i
. EINCPAC HONOLULU HWI )&7 x£249’ SHRMG
L-d JCS (' 4529 FowpNT__
= ; : " ScugNy -
Bl —F-e—RET TEHRAN 6438 T
§ »,)*(;“-‘ EXNDIS SS/PR
5.’;1;{, k
%gg ji DEPT PLEASE PASS USDEL FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON
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f
i
i/ ! SUBJI APPRCACH TO SULTAN QABOOS REGARDING PROPOSED USE
n, "1 OF MASIRAH BY Pw3 AIRCRAFT

REF3(A) SECTO {7M34(NOTAL), (B) STATE 155268

| .
| 4, SULTAN QARONS RECEIVED ME ALONE EVENING OF JUNE 23 AND !
w1 FPRESENTED HIM WITH OUT PROPOSAL TO USE MASIRAH AS DUTLINED
| REFTEL(B) AS AMENDED BY REFTEL(A), QGABOOS WAS CLEARLY ,
/1! PLFASED WITH OUT PROPOSAL AND SIAD THAT IT WAS FINE WITH HIM,
’Jgg THERE REMAYNED, HE SAID, A "FEW DETAILS"™ TD BE WORKED OUuT
{:1§ WHICH T GATHERFD RELATED TO OPERATIONAL MODALITIES AND PERHAPS
o8 PAYHMENT OF LANDING FEES, THIS, HE SAID, COULD BE TAKEN UP WITH
L] IS MINISTERS OR WITH HIMSELF PERSONALLY IF NECESSARY AND HE

£ 1 WOULD BE AVAILABLE IN LONDON FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS IF WE FOR
PLil WISHED TO RE IN TOUCHW WITH HTM, HE ALSD SAID THAT, OF COURSE, '
- WE WOULD HAVE TO WORK THINGS OUT WITH THE -BRITISH IF WE WANTED

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT SEEREF THORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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TO USE MASIRAH BEFORE THEY LEFT,

7, COMMENTING ON THE BRITISH DFPARTURE, HE SAID THAT HE HAD
PRESSED THEM HARD FOR SOME TIMETO GIVE HIM A DEFINITE ANSWER
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ABOUT THEIR PLANS, HE BELIEVED THAT THE
RUTTISH HWAD NOT WANTED TO TELL HIM ANYTHING UNTIL THE VERY LAST
MOMENT AND WAS OBVIOUSLY SATISFIED THAT HE HAD SUCCEEDED IN
GETTING A LONGER LFAD TIME NOTICE THAN HE THOUGHT THEY HAD BEEN
PRFPARED TD GIVE HIM, HE SAID THAT BRITISH DEPARTURE THREE
YEARS AGO WQULD HAVE BEEN A MATTER OF CONCERN TO OMAN BUT NOW,
HE ADDED WITH A WIDE GRIN, WE HAVE OTHER FRIENDS,
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'™ 3, AT MY REQUEST HE GAVE ME A BRIEF TOUR D'HORIZON ABOUT
; FERTAIN CONDITIONS ON THE ARABIAN PENISULA WHICH WILL RE
f REPORTED BY SEPTEL.
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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ATHERTON

te SECRETARY APPROVED YESTERDAY TALKING POINTS FOR YQUR
ISF WITH SULTAN 0ABDOS OF OMAN ON U,S5, USE OF MASIRAH
TSI.AND, AND WE AUTHORIZED DEPARTMENT TO SEND INSTRUCTION
WITH TALKING POINTS TO YOU, REVISIONS MADE HERE IN
TALKING POINTS WERE INADVERTANTLY NOT TRANSMITTED TO

NERARTMENT, FOLLOWING ARE REVISED TALKING POINTS FOR
YOUR USE WHEN YOU RECEIVE INSTRUCTION FROM DEPARTMENT,
TF IT HAS NOT ALREADY REACHED YOU, YOU SHOULD OF COURSE
MAKE CLEAR THAT TALKING POINTS ARE BASED ON INSTRUCTION
FROM THE SECRETARY.

REGIN TALKING POINTS

WE LEARNED RECENTLY THAT THE BRITISH WISH TO WITHORAW

THFIR MILITARY PRESENCE FROM MASIRAH IN EARLY 1977, ~ FOR

MEANWHILE, THE USG HAS CONSIDERED ITS.INTEREST IN 1 ¢

PUSSIHBLE LIMITED USE OF THE MASIRAHR AIRFIELD, : ‘g
% W,

‘g s . adin & =
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PURSUANT TOD YQUR JANUARY 1975 OFFER TO SECRETARY
KISSINGER IN WASHINGTON, WE WQULD LIKE ACCESS TO THE
MASIRAH AIRFIELD FOR QCCASIONAL P=3 MARITIME SURVEILLANCE
AIRCRAFT FLIGHTS,

NUR USAGE MIGHT ALSO INVOLVE OCCASIONAL SUPPORY OR
REPLFNISHMENT FLIGHTS BY TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, OR

FMERGENCY DIVERSION OF TACTICAL AIRCRAFT WHEN OUR FLEEY
TS OPERATING IN THE NORTHWEST QUADRANT OF THE INDIAN
NCFAN,

WE PROPQSE THAT OUR Pw3 USAGE WQULD APPROXIMATE SIX
DAYS A QUARTER, WE DO NOT PLAN TQ STATION ANY USG
PERSONNEL ON MASIRAH,

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE FIRST LANDINGS TAKE PLACE IN
THF NEAR FUTURE, WELL BEFORE THE RAF DEPARTURE,

WE BELIEVE THAT THE LIMITED ACCESS WE SEEK TO THE
MASIRAH AIRFIELD FACILITIES WOULD SERVE OUR MUTUAL
INTERESTS IN THE SECURITY OF THE ARABIAN SEA=INDIAN
OCEAN AREA AND WOULD BE GRATEFUL TO HAVE YOUR HIGHNESS'
CONFIRMATION THAT SUCH ARRANGEMENT WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE,

FND TALKING PQINTS.
YHE DEPARTMENT SHOULD CONVEY REVISED TALKING POINTS TO

NTHER ADDRESSEES OF DEPARTMENT!S INSTRUCTION TO TEHRAN,
KISSINGER
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1 7AGST  MARR MASS MU US UK SA IR

SUBJECT: APPROACH TO SULTAN QABOOS REGARDING PROPOSED USE
OF MASIRAH BY P=3 AIRCRAFT

FOR THE AMBASSADOR

ANKARA FOR CHIEF U.S. ELEMENT CENTO

s THE SECRETARY HAS ASKED THAT YOU SEEK APPOINTMENT WITH

SULTAN GABODS AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY THE FOLLOwW=
ING PGINTS, :
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A, THE USG LEARNED RECENTLY THAT THE BRITISH WISH TO WITH=
DRAW THEIR MILITARY PRESENCE FROUM MASIRAH IN EARLY 1977,
MEANWHILE, THE USG HAS CONSIDERED ITS INTEREST IN POSSIsLE
LIMITED USE OF THE MASIRAH AIRFIELD,

B, PURSUANT TO YOQUR JANUARY 1975 OFFER TO SECRETARY

KISSINGER IN WASHINGTON, WE WOULD LIKE ACCESS TO THE MASIRAH

AIRFIELD FOR OCCASIONAL P=3 MARITIME SURVEILLANCE AIRCRAFTY
FLIGHTS,

C, OUR USAGE MIGKRT ALSU IMVOLVE OCCASIONAL SUPPORT OR REw
PLENISHMENT FLIGHTS BY TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, OR EMERGENCY
DIVERSION OF TACTICAL AIRCRAFT wWHeN OyrR FLEET IS OPERATING
IN THE NORTHWEST GUADRANT OF THE INDIAN ODCEAN,

D. WE PROPOSE THAT OUR P=~3 USAGE WOU[D APPKOXIMATE SIX
DAYS A QUARTER.

E, WE DD NOT PLAN TO STATION ANY USG PERSONNEL ON MASIRAH,
THE U.$, HAS NO INTENTION OF REPLACING THE BRITISh RAF
PRESENCE ON MASIRAH, WILL CONTKACT PERSONNEL BE RETAINED
YO ASSURE AJRCRAFT SERVICING?

F. WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE FIRST LANDINGS TAKE PLACE IN
THE NEAR FUTURE, WELL BEFORE THE RAF DEPARTURE,

G, WE BELIEVE THAT THE LIMITED ACCESS wE SEEK TO THE
MASIRAH AIRFIELD FACILITIES WOULD SERVE OQUR MUTUAL INTER=
ESTS IN THE SECURITY OF THE ARABIAN SEAINDIAN OCEAN AREA,

H, WE WOULD.APPRECIATE KNOWING AT THE SULTAN'S CONVENIENCE
HOW OUR PROPOSED OCCASIONAL USE OF MASIRAH FITS IN WITH
HIS PLANS FOR THE AIRFIELOD,

I, (OMLY IF ASKED) WE ARE NOT INTERESTED IN USING THAMARI
AIRFIELD IN DHOFAR,

ROBINSON
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ACTION SS=25 7 |
INFQ OCT=0y 1S0-00 SS0=00 /026 W
[T T EYL TR BB R R & & 2 R L 2 2 J ﬁ49486
P R 2314587 JUN 76
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON AFR{UN
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2992 — AN,
INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 1'} FE
AMEMBASSY JIDDA M
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN
c.m
S F &R+ET LONDON P9748 <if‘ ¥
EXDIS § m.u‘m,,
SCHERY
FeD, 11652¢ XGDS=1 N
TAGS® MARR, MASS, MU, UK, US OPNL/INT
SUBRJECT: US USE OF MASIRAH SS{PR
‘-—-—mnnx,_____

REFERENCE: STATE 155268

TN DISCUSSION OF LATEST US MOVES REGARDING MASIRAH, DAY
IN FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPT TOLD EMBOFF THAT SULTAN GABOODS IS
EXPECTED TN ARRIVE IN LONDON JUNE 28 FOR A STAY OF AP=
PROXIMATELY 3 WEEKS, AND THAT ONE OF THE ISSUES WHICH HMG
WILL RAISE WITH HIM WILL BE A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF
BRITISH INTENTION TO WITHDRAW THE RAF FROM MASIRAH, HMG
WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THIS ANNQUNCEMENT WITHIN THE NEXT FOUR
WEFKS, PARTLY IN ORDER TO INFORM PARLIAMENT,

@

ARMSTRONG i)
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L
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FANIS

FOR S/S anNh Nga

F.0, 11652 GNS
TAGS: MARR, MASS, MU, Sa&, IR
SURJECT: ACTINNS TKEN

e a4 s
i
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“Eiﬁiqi

1, 7612849, MASTRAW ISLANN, INFORMING SULTAN QABOOS,
SECRETARY APPRNAVED ALTERMATE RECOMMENDATION, THAT
AMRASSADOR HFLMS INFORM 0243005 uSING THe PROPOSED
MESSAGE AS TALKXING PNINTS.,

KISSINRER
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1 ©% o ¢8a8S57 Jun 76
Kﬁg FM AMEMB&SSY JIDMA
N YO /SECSTATE KASHDR 5043 - RERJUN &
Al TRFQ aMEMBASSY LONDCN FURJOAN
i B i AMFMRELSSY MUSCAT X % EE —- =
ﬂr;~ AMFNRASSY TEHRAN e 4
7] s 75 EA
1l S ECRE-T JINDL 4317 P e et
St 1 R N R,
‘:‘;.\Il:] FxnIS .% RN LS
He ) PGMJANL . . e
{ % F.N, 11652 RpS soijsy .
. . | TARS: MASS, MAPR, SA g ECOR oo e
&;ni SURJECT: USE OF MASIRAH BY P=3 AIRCRAFT OTUWT—~—~M-
i & SEIPR i -
ﬁﬂﬁ! REF STATE 14RQ9RG, JINDA 4246 e
12 ¢4
glgj t, CHARGE ASXEN MFA LINDERPSFCRETAPY AL MANSOURI
0 JUNE 37 WHETKER HE HAD RFCEIVED ANY REACTIONONS TO
{ £ FMRASSY!S EAPLTER PRESENTATION (JIPDA REFTEL) TN

AUR USF OF MASTRAH, CHARRE EXPLAINED THAT IF SAG HAD
SPFCIFTIC VIEWS, WE WNULD APPREPIATE RECEIVING THEM
Tt POSSIRLF RY JUNF 19,

i o
JORS Y

L~

P, MANSOURY SATD EMBASSY'S ATDFE MEMQOIRE ON MASTRAH HAD

REFN PRESENTFD TN PRINCE S4TUD. BUT THAT HE DIN NOT KNOw

WHAT SORT NF RFPLY IF ANY WE MYGHT EYPECT TO RECEIVE, WE COULD
NOT SAY THE FMRASSY WOULD REFETVE A REPLY RY JUNE 19,

.

f;; COMMENT: THERE w8 A SUBGFESTION IN WHAT MANSUURI SAID THAT

ay SAR.NIND NUT PARTICULARLY waAwT TO COMMENT ON OUR USF OF MASIRAH,

W NNF WAY OR OTHFR,

7 A\ HORAN

i 5 o

[ | EO.1 N33 /2/af a3 !
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ORYGIN SS=25

INFO OCT=2) 1S0-20 SS0-GY

DRAFTED BY NEA:SSQBER:LAB
APPHOVEL BY NEA:SSOBER
MEA/ARPIWTCLUVERIUS

$/8 =« MR, BRIDGES

NSCE=u?d

/826 R

l v s 08 TS G ST WS e T WP AR TV o op g Py N0 9 119934
Tt 0 R 1620212 JUN 76 RRRJUN
1 Fi SECSTATE WASHOC EURCAN
i | TC AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE | Lo AR,
{ ! INFU AMEMBASSY LONDON e
e i ANEMRASSY MUSCAT NEAJSA——
>y EMEMBASSY TEHRAN i R .
i : N
| —5F6RET-STATE 148989 @ —oefrE—
| EXDIS = FOR THE CHARGE “ng// <sBHENT—
3 9,{0 ECON
| E.G. 11652¢ GDS OPNLJINT
] $SIPR
i TARS: MARR, MASS, SA ~LONGR——
| Bl
i I SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH BY P=3 AIRCRAFT
'i;‘:‘.% NEFS: (A) STATE 146441, (B) JIDDA 4246, (C) MUSCAT 715
"l 1, SULTAN GABODS HAS REQUESTED THAT WE INFORM HIM OF OUR
| INTEREST IN USING FACILITIES AT MASIRAH, BEFORE HIS
SRR DEPARTIRE FROM MUSCAT ON JUNE 21 , FOR VISIT TO IRAN,
p. % *
% . 2., WE WAVE DISCUSSED THIS WITH AMBASSADOR PORTER HERE, AND
CVi!  REQUEST THAT YOU INFORH MANSOURI THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO BE
> 1 ABLE TO DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT WITH SULTAN GABODS NOT
LATER THAN JUNE 28, AS HE HAS REGQUESTED., WE WOULD

o

3 . 3 ‘F;i
! ::.‘v‘

THEREFORE APPRECIATE IT VERY MUCH IF ANY VIEWS wHICH SAG

fzia <

4 9N WouULD LIKE TO PRESENT TU uS, EVEN OF A PRELIMINARY NATURE,
{1 | CouLD BE PROVIDED BY JUNE 19, YOU SHUULD ADD THAT WE  fOR,
111 ASSUME CROWN PRINCE FAHD, AS WELL AS PRINCE SAUD, WILL BE e
et A A ST " ! :
,'mg1 =CLASSH '«Qéﬁqi-ﬁakn4yz X 45
li W ‘ , S22/ 163 Vn N
: } By_ 2. o 4)/2 113 SEERET-
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INTERESTED IN THIS SUBJECT AND THAT IT IS BEING CALLED 7O
HIS ATTENTION, KISSINGER
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PRIORITY /RDUTINE o
ESAS43QML207
DE RUOMMT #0779 1810645 | .
P R 2905357 JUN 76 | S N
FM AMEMBI‘-\SSY MUSCAT . — !:Ul\a”“”w
S —
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2237 | S
- —————
INFQ AMeMBASSY JIDD& 241 T g PRE e
AMEMBASSY LONDON 254 - . S W
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 238 TS S
e T s T
S—t—€—R—E—F MUSCAT 0779 e /47 " SNV s
EXDIS OPNLIINT, smmmemest
DEPT PASS TO MILITARY COMMANDS AS DESIRED - - SSJPR e
TAGS: MARRs MASSs MUs US ,
TAGS: MARR» MASSs MU, US
SUBJECT: U.S, MILITARY USE OF MASIRAH
REF: A) STATE 155457; B) TEHRAN 6438
1's ACTING ON INSTRUCTIDNS FROM SULTAN QABDOS, FONMIN ZAWAWI
SUMMONED ME TO HIS GFFICE JUNE 28 FURTHER TO DISCUSS USG INTEREST
IN ACCESS TN MASIRAH ISLAND, PRIOR 7O MEETINGs HE HAD ASKED
IN TELEPHOME CONVERSATION THAT 1 BRING ALONG A "COPYH OF
CSECRETARY KISSIMNGER!'S POIMTS RAISED WITH QAB00S IN TEHRAN.
ACCORDINGLYs T LEFT WITH HIM A LETTER CONTAINING ESSENCE
OF REFTEL (A). e 4
2. DURING COURSE OF CONVERSATIONs ZAWAWI REAFFIRMED THAT
SULTAN'S VIcHS ON USG USE OF MASIRAH HAVE NOT CHANGED SINCE
JANUARY 1975 DFFER. HE SUGGESTED THAT NEXT STEP SHOULD BE
"WORKING LEVEL"™ DISCUSSIONS. TIMING OF SUCH TALKS IS TO -
DETERMINED BY USGs B8ASED ON TIUR SENSE OF URGENCY,., IF WE
WISH TO PROICEED WITHIN NEXT THO WEEKSs VENUE SHOULD BE LONDON
(QARNNS WILL BE THERE DURING THAT TIME). OTHERWISEs THESE
DISCUSSIONS CAN BE HELD FITHER IN LONDON DR MUSCAT (HE OID
NOT WARM TO SUGGESTIGN THAT WASHINGTON MIGHT ALSO BE SUITASBLE
LOCALE,) o :
3., ZAWAWI REITERATEN THAT OMANGOV WILL MAINTAIN MASIRAH AS
TRAINING BASE AFTER BRITISH WITHDRAWAL, COMMENCING WITH
JAGUAR DELIVERIES IN 1977. SOME 0OF THOSE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 'fﬁa
¢ P
R 7 R R
B A e B
v #1alis
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AIRCRAFT LIKEWISE MIGHT BE STATIONED ON THE ISLAND, FACILITIES
WILL BE MAINTAINED BY SULTAN'S AIR FORCE (SUAF)» MEANING

THAT AW UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF ECONDED AND CUNTRACT BRITISHERS
WILL REMAIW,

4, FONMIN ALSD CONFIRMEC THAT QABDDOS WAS PREPARED TO
DISCUSS wITH SHaH ANY CANCEIVABLE IRANIAN INTEREST IN USE
UF MASIRAH. HE CLAIMED NOT TO KNOW THE RESULTS OF ANY SUCH
CONVERSATIONS,

5. TURNING TN QUESTIAN NF FORM FOR ANTICIPATED GOVERNMENT-TO-
GOVERNMENT AGREEMENTs ZAWAWLI FELT THAT THIS SHOULD RE ACCOMPLI-
SHED THROUGH EZXCHANGE 00F LETTERS BETWEEN QABNOS AND APPRO-
PRIATE USG AUTHORITY (HE THOUGHT LATTER MIGHT BE THE SECRE=
TARY,) CLEAR IMPLICATION IS THAT OMANIS WISH TO KEEP

DETAILS CLA4SSIFIED = AS THEY ALWAYS HAVE DONE REGARDING
AGREEMENT GOVERMING BRITISH USE OF ISLAND,

6., ZAWAI THEN RAISED QUESTION OF COSTS FNOR PROGRAMs INCLUDING V///
HHAT QUID PRO QUO MIGHT BE IN THE OFFING, WITHOUT BEING }
MORE SPECIFICs ~E WIONDERED WHETHER THERE MIGHT BE WSDOME

ASSISTANCEs EITHER MILITARY OR NON-MILITARYs EITHER QOF AN
INTELLIGENCE OR NON~INTELLIGENCE NATURE..." HE REPEATED

SEVERAL T1I1#2S HIS INTEREST IN KNOWING WHAT TYPE OF (INTELLI-

GENCE) INFURMATION USG MIGHT PASS ON GROWING OUT OF DPERATIDNS

BASED ON MASIRAR,

7. FINALLYs AND AS A PRELIMINARY TO FURTHER DISCUSSICNS
AIMED AT WURKING OUT AGREEMENTs ZAWAWI ASKED IF WE COULD
PROVIDE MURE DETAILED INFORMATION CONCERNING LOGISTIC
SUPPLRT REQUIREMENTS,., I PROMISED TO RELAY HIS REQUEST.

8., BY WAY OF INTERESTs JUNE 26 EDITIDON OF GOVERNMENT BIWEEKLYs
OMANs CARRIED LEAD ARTICLE ABOUT QABODS!' VISIT TO TEHRAN,
INTER ALTA NOTING THAT SULTAN HAD MET WITH AMERICAN CHARGE
"WHO PASSED OGN A MESSAGE FROM DRs KISSINGER..."

9. COMMENT: BASED ON THIS CONVERSATIONs IT IS FAIRLY

EVIDENT THAT TWid ISSUES WILL RE OF CONSIDERABLE CONCERN TO

OMANT NEGDTIATORS: (Aa) THEY LIKELY WILL PRESS FOR MATERIAL L
OR FINARKCIAL QUID P20 QUD BEYOND PAYMENTS FOR SERVICES: (B)

FOR INTERNAL AND ARAB WIRLD POLITICAL IQRPOSESs THEY WILL

HAVE TO SE SATISFIEDC THAT ANY INTELLIGENCE UR SURVEILLANCE
ODPERATINNS RUN FKROM MASIKAH EXCLUDE OMAN DR FRIENDLY ARASB

STATESY TARGETS,

LWEIFEL
8T .

i@;* ‘;v“f;{;"
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NEA/RA:SEPALMERJR:PM/ISO:GTCHURCHILL :BAN
?/2/7 Xe0503

NEA:SIDNEY SOBER

NEA/ARP:FMDICKMAN DOD/ISA: JHNOYES i
0/JCS:ADM. PACKER ' EUR/NE : JSHUNATE
HIRFLATEN NSC:AHOUGHTON {SUBZ
CIA:DBLEE {SUB} , AS/5 ¢

IMMEDIATE LONDON- MUSCAT IMMEDIATE

ROUTINE ANKARA~ JIDDAs TEHRAN

EXDIS

£.0. 3LLS2: GDS
TAGS: UK. NU
SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH

REFS: {AY LONDON 9748+ {B} TEHRAN bu38. {C} NMUSCAT 779

1. WE APPRECIATE KNOWING THAT HMG PLANS TO RAISE WITH
SULTAN QABOOS THE QUESTION OF A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT+ WITHIN
THE NEXT 3 OR Y WEEKSs OF BRITISH INTENTION TO WITHDRAW THE
RAF FROM MASIRAH {REF A}. MEANWHILE. WE HAVE THE SULTAN'S
FAVORABLE REACTION 03TO0 OUR PROPOSAL {REF BY+ AND SOME UN=-
CERTAIN INDICATIONS OF WHAT KINDS OF COSTS MIGHT BE ENTAILED
FOR U.S. USE OF MASIRAH AFTER THE BRITISH DEPART {REF C}.

2. UWE ARE ASSUMING THAT SULTAN IN HIS MENTION OF "A FEUW
DETAILS™ AND AXZAWAUI IN HIS SUGGESTION FOR WORKING LEVEL
DISCUSSTONS WERE REFERRING TO ARRANGEMENTS FOR QUR USE AFTER
BRITISH DEPARTURE. WE FURTHER ASSUME THAT WAY IS NOW CLEAR
FOR US T¢ WORK OUT WITH BRITISH ON A SERVICE-TO-SERVICE
LEVEL THE TECHNICAL DETAILS OF OUR INITIAL P-3 FLIGHTS T0 BE
CARRIED OUT WHILE BRITISH STILL RUN MASIRAH. OUR OBJECTIVE
IS TO ESTABLISH A PATTERN OF U.S. FLIGHTS WHILE BRITISH ARE
IN CONTROL. AND AT THE SAME TIME TO REMAIN N:IN A TOLERABLE
BARGAINING POSTURE FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH .THE SULTAN ON OUR
POST-BRITISH USAGE.
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3. IT WOULD IN OUR JUDGMENT BE TACTICALLY ADVISABLE FOR
THE U.S. NAVY TO MOUNT ‘A P-3 FANILIARIZATION FLIGHT TO
MASIRAH BEFORE HMG ANNOUNCES ITS INTENTION TO WITHDRAW THE
RAF. SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT WILL DRAW SOME ATTENTION TO THE
ISLAND- AND WE WOULD PREFER TO HAVE ESTABLISHED THE
"ROUTINE™ OF OQUR USAGE BEFOREHAND.

Y. FOR LONDON: ACCORDINGLYs PLEASE INFORM THE FCO THAT
THE DEFENSE DEPARTHMENT WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH PERTINENT
BRITIEH COUNTERPARTS ON OR BEFORE JULY 9 TO ARRANGE FOR
THE FIRST FLIGHT ON OR BEFORE JULY 19. UWE HOPE HMG IS
WILLING TO DEFER ITS UITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT UNTIL AT
LEAST & FEW DAYS AFTER OUR FIRST TRNTANSIT.

5. HMG'S ORIGINAL "FOUR QUESTIONS™ ASSUNED AN INDEFINITE
CONTINUATION OF THE BRITISH PRESENCE ON MASIRAH. AS UWE ARE
NOW TALKING ABOUT AN OVERLAP OF ONLY B%ABOUT NINE MONTHSA
QUR RESPONSE TO "FOUR QUESTIONIZ™ NEED ADDRESS ONLY THE

C USAGE WE INTEND BEFORE APRIL L1977 AS FOLLOWS:

Ay TYPE OF AIRCRAFT: MARITIME PATROL AIRCRAFT {P-35} -
ABOUT & DAYS PER QUARTER~ AND POSSIBLE INCLUSION OF
OWE OR TW¢ FLIGHTS BY TRANSPORT OR LOGISTICAL AIR-
CRAT®FT SUCH AS (-130S.« ETC.

B} ﬁISSIONi MARITINE AI? PATROL AND FAMILIARIZATION~
POSSIBLE TRANSPORT OF P-~3 REPAIR COMPONWENTS.

Cr FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF VISITS: ABOUT kb DAYS PER
GUARTER. SOME REMAINING OVER ¢NE OR TWO NIGHTS.

D} GROUND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: REFUELING €ABOUT
40-000 INPERIAL GALLONS OF JET FUEL QUARTERLYY AND
MINIMAL TRANSIENT SERVICES FOR (REUWS NUMBERIMG FRON
TWELVE TO TWENTY-THREE+ ON REIMSIBURSABLE BASIS.

ANY FURTHER DETAILS REQUIRED WILL BE PROVIDED THROUGH
NILITARY CHANKELS.

- WE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION IF THE BRITISH WISHED TO
INFORM THE SULTAN THAT WE AND THEY WRIERE MAKING THESE

ARRANGENENTS. OQUR CHARGE IN NMUSCAT WILL INFORM FONMIN
ZAWAWT .

7. FOR MUSCAT: YOU MAY TELL THE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT UE
ARE STUDYING THE REPORT OF YOUR JUNE 28 EXCHANGE~ AND WILL
BE B8ACK IN TOUCH IN DUE COURSE. UWE HOPE TO PROVIDE LOGIS-
TICAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS INFORMATION SOMETIME THIS

SUNMER~ BUT PERCEIVE NO NEED URGENTLY TO ENTER INTO NEGO-

L ) -t
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TIATIONS REGARDING OUR POSSIBLE POST-APRIL 1977 USE OF
MASIRAH AIRFIELD. MEANWHILE. AS THE SULTAN SUGGESTED. UE
ARE PROCEEDING TO WORK OUR WITH THE BRITISH ARRANGEMENTS

FOR OCCASIONAL U.S. USE OF THE AIRFIELD DURING THE NEXT
NINE MONTHS. . !

&. FYI. WE WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SULTAN'S AGREE-
MENT THAT QUR USE OF MASIRAH BEFORE THERA%% RAF DEPARTURE
BE WORKED OUT WITH THE BRITISH. UWE WANT TO AVOID CONFUS-
ING THIS STRAIGHTFORWARD PROCEDURE WITH THE COMPLEXITIES
OF ANY QUID PRO QUOS FOR ANY POST-APRIL 77 USE. OUR USAGE
DURING THIS PERIOD WILL BE DESIGNED TO ASSESS THE DEGREE
OF USEFULNESS OF MASIRAH FOR QUR PURPOSES+ AND WILL GIVE
US THE INFORMATION WE NEED TO DEE#TERMINE WHETHER. AND ON
WHAT TERMS. WE WOULD WANT TO USE MASIRAH AFTER THE BRITISH
LEAVE. MEANWHILE. WE SHALL BE STUDYING HOW WE COULD BE
RESPONSIBEVE *¥Q /pMANI INTEREST IN PERTINENT INTELLIGENCE.
IF INDEED SUCH INTEREST IS CONFIRMED LATER BY THE SULTAN.
FOR TACTICAL REASONS. WE WOULD LIKE+ IN ANY DISCUSSION
WITH THE SULTAN OR OTHER OMANI OFFICIALS~ TO REFRAIN FROM
APPEARING TO PLACE HIGH VALUE ON MASIRAH. END FYI.

9. FOR BOTH ACTION ADDRESSEES: WQULD APPRECIATE REPORTS
ON YOUR EXCHANGES PER THIS INSTRUCTION BY JULY 7. W¥
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE

AMEMBASSY MUSCAT IMMEDIATE

INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA

AMEMBASSY JIDDA

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN

S+ CRET STATE 166422

EXDIS

E.n, 116528 GDS

TAGSIUK, MU

SUBJECT:USE OF MASIRAH

REFS: (A) LONDON 9748, (B) TEHRAN 5438, (C) MUSCAT 779

1, WE APPRECIATE KNOWING THAT HMG PLANS TO RAISE WITH
SULTAN QABOOS THE QUESTION OF A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT, WITHIV
THE NEXT 3 OR 4 WEEKS, OF BRITISH INTENTION Tu WITHORAW THF

RAF FROM MASIRAH (REF A). MEANWHILE, WE HAYF THE SULTAN'S
FAVORABLE REACTION TO OUR PROPOSAL (REF B); AND SOME UN= h

DECL »**ttmr.w
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CERTAIN INDICATIONS OF WHAT KINDS OF c0osSTS MIGHT DE ENTAILED
FOR U,S. USE OF MASIRAH AFTER THE BRITISH DEPART (REF C).

2. WE ARE ASSUMING THAT SULTAN IN RIS MENTION OF %A FEw
DETAILS" AND ASZAWAWI IN HIS SUGGESTION FOR WORKING LEVEL
DISCUSSIONS WERE KEFERRING TO ARRANGEMENTS FOR Qul USE AFTER
RRITISH DEPARYURE, WE FURTHER ASSUME THAT »AY I8 NOW CLEAR
FOR US TO WORK OUT %WITH BRITISH ON A SFRVICE«TO=SERYICHE
LEVEL THE TECHNICAL DETAILS OF OQUR INJTIAL P=3 FLIGRTS TO BE
CARRIED OUT WRILE BRITISH STILL RuUN MaASTRaM, (QUR OBJECTIVF
IS 70 FSTABLISH A PATTERN OF UuS, FLIGHTS WHRILF BRLVISH ARE
IN CONTROL, AND AT THE SAME TIME 10O ReMATN IN & TOLERABLE
BARGAINING PCSTURE FOR MNEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SULTAN ON QUR
POST-BRITISH USAGE.

3, IT WOULD IN OUR JUDGMENT BE TACTICALLY ADYISABLE FOR
THE U,S, MAVY TO MOUNT A P=3 FAMIJLIARIZATIQN FLIGRY TO
MASIRAH BEFORE HMG ANNOUNCES ITS INTENTION 70 WITRORAW THE
RAF, SUCH ANMOUNCEMENT WILL ORAwW 3CME ATTENTIOM TO THE
ISLAND, AND WE wOULD PREFER TC MAVE ESTABLISHED ThE
"ROUTINE" OF OUR USAGE BEFORENhAND,

4, FOR LONDON: ACCORDINGLY, PLEASE JINFORM THE FCO THAT
THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT WILL BE IN TQUCH WITH PERTINENT
BRITISH COUNTERFARTS ON NOR BEFORE JULY 9 TO ARRANGE FOR
THE FIRST FLIGHT ON OR BEFORE JULY 19, WE HOPE HMG IS
WILLING YO DEFER JITS WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT UNTIL AT
LEAST A FEW DAYS AFTER OUR FIRST TRANSIT.

5, HMGiS ORIGINAL "FOUR GUESTIUNS" LSSUMED AN INUYFINITE
CONTINUATION OF THE BRITISH PRESENLCE oM MASIRAH, AS WE ARE
NOW TALKING ABOUT AN COVERLAP OF OnbLY AROUY NTNF MONTUS,
OUR RESPONSE T0 "FOUR QUESTIONSY NEED ApDRESS ONLY THE
USAGF WE INTEND BEFORE APRIL 1977 AS FOLLOWS?

A) TYPE OF AIRCRAFT? MARITIME. PATROL AIRCRAFY (pF=38) =
ABOUT 6 DAYS PER QUARTER, AND PUSSIBLE INCLUSION OF

OMF NR TWO FLIGHYS BY TRANSPORT Ok LOGISTICAL AIRw

CRAFT SUCH aS C=13as. EIC,

BY MISSION: MARITIME AIR PATRUL AND FAMILIARYZATION,

[¥ £ S
S ¥

] - -
r 4 SE e_Rﬁ—"
i NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY



Department of State TELEGRAN,
o e e o R A W

PAGE 83 STATE 168422
POSSIBLE TRANSPORT OF P=3 REPAIR COMPONENTS,

C) FREQUENCY AND DURATION OF VISITS:t ABOUT 6 DAYS PER
QUARTER, SOME REMAINING OVER ONE QR Twn NIGHTS,

D) GROUND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT REQUIRED: REFUELING (ABQUT
40,970 IMPERIAL GALLONS OF JET FUEL QUARTERLY) AND
MINIMAL TRANSIENT SERVICES FOR CREWS NUMBERING FROM
TWELVE TO TWENTY=THREE, ON REIMBURSABLE BaS1S,

ANY FURTHER DETAILS REQUIRED WILL BE PROVIDED THROUUGH
MILITARY CHANNELS,

6, WE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION IF THE BRITISH WISHED TO-
INFORM THE SULTAN THAT WE AND THEY WERE MAKING THESE
ARRANGEMENTS: OUR CHARGE IN MUSCAT WILL INFORM FONMIN
ZAWART

7. FOR MUSCAT: YOU MAY TELL THE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WE
ARE STUDYING THE REPORT OF YOUR JUNE 28 EXCHANGE, AND WILL
BE BACK IN TOUCH IN DUE COURSE. WE HOPE TO PROVIDE LOGIS=
TICAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS INFORMATION SOMETIME THIS

SUMMER, BUT PERCEIVE NO NEED URGENTLY TO ENTER INTO NEGO=

TIATIONS REGARDING QUR POSSIBLE POST~APRIL 1977 USE OF
MASIRAH AIRFIELDs MEANWHILE, AS THE SULTAN SUGGESTED, WE
ARE PROCEEDING TO WORK OUR WITH THE BRITISH ARRANGEMENTS
FOR OCCASIONAL UesS. USE OF THE AIRFIELD DURING THAE NEXT
NINE MONTHS,

8, FYI, WE WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SULTAN'S AGREE=
MENT THAT OUR USE OF MASIRAH BEFORE THE RAF DEPARTUKE

BE WORKED OUT WITH THE BRITISHMH. WE WANT TO AVCID CONKFUS=
! ING THIS STRAIGHTFORWARD PROCEDURE WITH THE COMPLEXITIES

' OF AMY QUID PRO QUOS FOR ANY POST=APRIL 77 USE. UUR USAGE

6 DURING THIS PERIOD WILL BE DESIGNED TQ ASSFSS THE OrGREE
X OF USEFULNESS OF MASIRAH FOR OUR PURPQOSES, AND wILL GIVE
US THE INFORMATION WE NEED TO DETERMINE WHETHER, AND ON
Bh WHAT TERMS, WE WOULD WANT TO USE MASIRAH AFTER THE BRITISH
: LEAVE, MEANWHILE, WE SHALL BE STUDYING HOW WE COULLD BE :
i RESPONSIVE TO OMANI INTEREST IN PERTINENT INTELLIGENCE, e N
8 . &
. ) o j
> % |8
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IF INDEED SUCH INTEREST IS CONFIPMED LATFR BY THE SULTEN.
FOR TACTICAL REASONS, WE WOULD LIKE, IN ANY DISCUSSION
WITH THE SULTAN OR DTHER OMANI OFFICIALS, TO REFRAIN FROM
APPEARING TO PLACE HIGH VALUE ON MASIRAH. END FYI,

9. FOR BOTH ACTION ADDRESSEES! WOULD APPRECIATE REPQRTS
ON YOUR EXCHANGES PER THIS INSTRUCTION BY JULY 7.  KISSINGER

¥OR,
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OP IMMED /ROUTINE
CRLO10OLDN586
DE RUDTC #0434 1871322
0 R 0513202 JUL 76
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON i
TEORGAN
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3375 ﬁ—————————-
INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT IMMEDIATE 0137 L ————
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 2569 e
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 2382 & B
L L T (—
S—€—€R—E—F LONDON 10434 .
SCIENV = e
EXDIS . ECON____—
E.D.11652: XGDS-1 gﬁf“————-—n
TAGS: MARRs UKs MU N S
SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH IN OMAN AN
REF: STATE 166422
1. 1IN ORDER TO GET BALL ROLLING AS SOON AS FEASIBLE, EMB-
OFF CONVEYED POINTS IN INSTRUCTION IN REFTEL TO IVOR LUCAS»
HEAD OF FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPT», ON JULY 5. TWD UK MOD OF=-
FICIALS WERE ALSO PRESENT. EMBOFF GAVE THEM TEXT OF DUR
REPLY TO THE “FOUR QUESTIONS®™ AS STATED IN PARA 5 OF REF-
TEL.
2, WITH REGARD TO US USE OF MASIRAH AS PROPOSEDs LUCAS
SAW NO OVER=-RIDING POLICY OBJECTION BUT NOTED THAT UK POL~-
ITICAL AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL GIv-
EN BY SULTAN QABDOS DIRECTLY TO BRITISH., FCO HOPES TO
DBTAIN HIS REACTIONS IN LONDON LATER THIS WEEKs AND WILL
INFORM US PROMPTLY, MEANWHILEs LUCAS AND MOD DFFICIALS :
RECOMMENDED THAT US DEPT DOF DEFENSE IN LONDON SHOULD GO
AHEAD AND CONTACT UK MOD DIRECTLY IN ORDER TD MAKE TECHNI-
CAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR FIRST FLIGHT SUBJECT TO FINAL POLIT-
1CAL CLEARANCE.
3, WITH REGARD TO PUBLIC ANNDUNCEMENT» MOD HAD BEEN THINK-
ING IN TERMS OF AN ANNDUNCEMENT IN PARLIAMENT VERY-SUETR=
AFTER DEPARTURE OF QABOOSs WHICH NOW PLANNED FUR
MOD OFFICIALS NOTED OUR REQUEST TOD DEFER ANNOUNCE ON-
TIL AFTER OUR FIRST FLIGHT» BUT SUGGESTED THAT IN THAT CASE ,
US ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE FLIGHT BEFORE JULY 19, -
DECIL ARRIEET X
E.O. 13 =033 12/3/03 A
By_ W i Dee 413103
PSN:036196 PAGE 01 TOR:187/13:437 DTG:051320Z JUL 76
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BRITISH HAVE ALREADY CLEARED TEXT OF ANNOUNCEMENT WITH
QABOAOS.,

4, FURTHER DETAILS OF CONVERSATION TOMORROW WHEN EMBAS-
SY REOPENS.

SPIERS
BT
PSN:036196 PAGE 02 OF 02 TOR:187/13:432 DTG:051320Z JUL 76
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OP IMMED /ROUTINE Omﬂm
ESA294Q4B029 Jsis

DE RUQMMT #0819 1890940
0 R 070920Z JUL 76 .
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT JuN

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2262
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 256

INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 243
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 240

—S—E—€REF MUSCAT 0819

EXDIS

DEPT. PASS TO MILITARY COMMANDS AS DESIRED
E.0. 11652: GDS

TAGS: UKs MU

SUBJECT: USE DF MASIRAH

REF: STATE 166422

1. FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI RECEIVED ME JDLY 7 AND SAID HE
HAD FOLLOWING MESSAGE FOR ME., SULTAN QAB(JOSs WHD HAS ASKED
ZAWAWI TO JOIN HIM IN LONDON JULY 12, WANTS US TO KNOW

THAT HE OR ZAWAWI WILL PROBABLY WISH YO pDISCUSS MASIRAH

WITH APPROPRIATE AMERICAN EMBASSY LONDON OFFICIAL DURING
REEK OF JULY 12«16, ZAWAWI SA10 HE GUESSES THIS MEANS THAT
HE RATHER THAN SULTAN HIMSELF WOULD PUT FORWARD WHATEVER
POINTS SULTAN WANTS TO MAKE IN LONDONs AND THAT SUCH DPX-
CUSSION MIGHT WELL FOLLOW RATHER THAN PRECEDE HM'S SCHEDULED
JULY 14 MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN,

2. 1 TODK THIS NCCASIDN TO RELAY TO ZAWAWI CONTENTS OF
PARA 7 OF REFTEL (RECEIVED HERE JULY 6).sHE RECEIVED THIS WITHOUG
COMMENT AND WITHOUT ANY HINT THAT HE HAD A PROBLEM WITH IT.

3. ZAWAW] WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF AN OFFICER FROM OUR
LONDON EMBASSY WOULD TELEPHVKE HIM ON TUESDAY MORNINGS
JULY 13 AT THE BERKELEY HOTEL (235-6000). I GAVE HIM
LUCIEN KINSOLVING'S NAME AS THE ONE WHD MOST LIKELY WOULD
D0 THIS,

4, COMMENT: ZAWAWI GAVE ND INDICATION AT ALL JUST WHAT
ASPECTS HM MQZ xSSY OIXTUSSED IN LONDONs OR WHAT TACK

7“”¢““"**34ﬁd2ﬁluiud
S

33/2/2-/23 2§
By __ Lo Deto YY1l P

PSN:037840 PAGE 01 TOR:189/10:072Z DTG:070920Z JUL 76
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OMANIS WOULD TAKE» AND I SUSPECT HE REALLY DOES NOT KNOW,
HAVING NOT SEEN THE SULTAN HIMSELF FOR OVER TWO WEEKS»

HE PROBABLY IS SOMEWHAT QUT OF TOUCH. HE CLAIMSs FOR
EXAMPLE, TO BE UNINFORMED ABOUT CONTENTS OF QABOOS?
DISCUSSIONS WITH SHAH IN TEHRAN LAST MONTH. PRESUMABLY

HE WILL BE AU CNURANT ONCE MORE A FEW HOURS AFTZwW

JOINING "THE CLAN®™ IN LONDON AND GETTING EQUERRY TIM
LANDON AND OTHERS TO FILL HIM IN,

WOLLE
BT
/
g
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PAGE b1 TEHRAN 76883 @71711%

, 60
1 ACTION $5=25

INFO DOCTwe2i 71502 8SSNutty /076 W
= 1 S e es o8 g W O T N A e VR Bs210%-
R M712917 JUL 76
VIFM AMEMSASSY TFAPAN

Wi e ek
vt B MEMBASSY ARYU DHABRY L
AMEMRASSY JIDDA s,
~ | AMFMRASSY LOMDAN , A
" AMEMPRASSY MySCaAT i R
4 @ , ==
Tl s—F—eRF T TEWRAN 0R883 Lo B
i EXNIS &{7 —
i ¢ NIENY
-~ | DEPT PASS SECDRF, USCINCEUR : boN
LA F N, 11052 YENSw SSIPR
Vi TAGSt MARR IR Wy B v
C{leURJT SULTAN QABUS! VISIT TO TFHRAN

{, DURING AUDIENCE JULY 6, SKAH TOLD MF THAT SULTAN nAPUS
/THAD HAD GOCD VISTIT TN TEHRAN, THERE HAD BrEN amrlLt
{NISCUSSIOGN OF NMAN'S RELATIONS WITH YITS PENINSULAR

NETGHBORS ANP SULTAN AND SHAH HAD AGREED ON TRENDS IN

REGINNAL POLITICS, BOTH RULERS WERE SKEPTICAL L80UT
4 SAUDT EFFORTS TO wEAN PDRY AWAY FHOM DEPENDENCY DN
T COMMUNTIST REGIMES, SHAN AnD QARUS SHARTQ s «rnPriYiw
!THAT SOMALIA WAS ORIFTING GRADUALLY FURTHER L&FTWARD

AND ThrAT S&MF TENDFNLY WAS NOTFD LN ETWIDEYL

=

J

4

£

539. GAaSUS EXPRESSED A LACK NF ENTHUSIASM ApOUT H;S
“RELATIONSHIP KITH SAUDTS, HE IALD SHir THAT

} (JMURH MORE APPRFCIATIVE GF ASSISTANCE RENDERED PIM BY

J,;QHAIKH ZAYID., SULTAN ALSO EXPRFESSED DETERMINATIUN 7O
n IMAKE GFNUINE EFFNKT TC DIMINSH HTS prarnnfa-x ay Ti-

(BRITISH, hF RELIEVED THAT Ay ”f"t §4 IN UmaNI IN(OoA: FORs
= 'FROM OTL WAS POSSIRLF WmICH NOULD LEriTash o° c !
;i {FOR BRITISH SUPPORT AND ENABLE HIM Ta Pb«o~; MOHE : 4;
<  DECLASSIFIED -ty () boiti : % ¥
Y &£0.1 ST

o1 wy_He ww 410113 .
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PARE 42 TFHRAN MGREY @717111

TNREPENUENT POLIFIES,

‘ 3, ON BILATERAL MATTFRS, SHAW SATD SULTAN MAD ASKED
[ WMIM TO MAINTAIN JRANTAN FGRCFS IKN DHOFAR, A5 FURTHFR
REFLECTION OF SULTAN'S SKEPTICISM RE SayDI's as8ILITY
TO CHANGE NATURE OF ADVEN REGIME AND THL‘ 70 REMOVE
THREAT N NMAN FROM THAT QUARTER, ":o¥ CEFERED THAS
USF OF MASIRAHW FACILITY FUR TRARTAR #Pel$ Anl UTHLH
AIRCRAFT AS DESIREDN, SHAH COMMENTED THAT HE kg};ﬁ
ASK WIS MILITARY STAFF TN STUDY TRANTAN PERLT CENTS
REFORE RFPLYING TOQ SULTAMIS OFFEQ HE MLLE QG‘NT &
YELLING DARUS THAT IRAMIAN AYR FPRDE RPEaI0 T4
ALRELDY OVERSTRETCHED WITH TAsRs AT HAND AND w”u“
NOT RE IN A POSITINN TO ASSIST wITHW OPERATION QOF
MASIRAH FACILITY,

FHI MS

NOTE BY OCT: NNT PASSED SECDEF.

¢ ON,
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OP IMMED /ROUTINE
FHB778LDN789

DE RUDTC #0704 1911641 AFRJUN
O R 091639Z JUL 76 R
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON i
e
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3535 —
PRC e
INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 0140 Vp o
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 2572 2 e e
,, L
-S—E—€—R—E—F-LONDON 1070¢ R
Bl T
EXDIS - MILITARY ADDRESSEES HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE Sty
DEPARTMENT PASS INFD SECDEF AND CINCUSNAVEUR o T
E.D. 11652: XGDS~-1 : T
GS: MARR, MU» UK PR L e
SUBJ: BRITISH CLEAR US P-3 FLIGHT TO MASIRAH
REF: STATE 166422: LONDON 10434
LUCASs HEAD OF FCO MIDOLE EAST DEPARTMENT, INFORMED EMB
OFF AFTERNOON JULY 9 THATs ON BASIS OF CONSULTATION WITH
OMANI GOVERNMENT» HMG APPROVES PROPOSED US P-3 FLIGHT TO
MASIRAH, LUCAS STATED HMG ASSUMES USG WILL GIVE NDs RE-
PEAT NO, PUBLICITY TO THIS FLIGHT. HE SUGGESTED US MILI-
TARY PROCEED FORTHWITH TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH MOD, AND
WE HAVE INFDRMED CINCUSNAVEUR ACCORDINGLY. 4
SPIERS
BT
’WAZ;;;&/44;;t: ‘“ﬁ}
; t
Ry 7 <
y=e/ Sials N xé;
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OP IMMED /ROUTINE

DE RUEHC #2253 1950030
0 R 1300192 JUL 76

FM SECSTATE WASHODC

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 4875

INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 2739
—5E€RETF-STATE 172253

EXDJSs LONDON FOR KINSOLVING
E.O. 21652 GODS

TAGS : UKy, MU
SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH

REFERENCES: MUSCAT 819, LONDON 10704

(W“

*s*k5%%E COPY

IN VIEW OMANI APPROVAL FOR P=3 FLIGHT REPORTED LONDON
REFTELs> AND OF THE LACK THUS FAR OF ANY PRECISE IDEA WHAT
OMANIS MAY WISH TO RAISE WITH YOU IN CONVERSATIONS
SUGGESTED MUSCAT REFTEL, YOU SHOULD MAKE YOURSELF AVAILABLE
TO ZAWAWI» HEAR HIM OUT» AND REPORT TO DEPARTMENT. YOU

MAY OF COURSE FILL HIM IN ON WHERE WE STAND WITH BRITISH,

KISSINGER
BY

Y e s i

Y 1) /o3

£ 4)15-173
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OP IMMED

. DSa219

‘ DE RUDTC #0846 1951431
0 1314292 JUL 76 IFF &

t FM AMEMBASSY LONDON

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 3602
INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT NIACT IMMEDIATE 0142
$—E€R—ET-LONDON 10846

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

E.0, 11652: XGDS~1

TAGS: MARR, MU, UK

SUBJECT: US NAVY P=3 FLIGHT TO MASIRAM IN OMAN
REFERENCE: LONDON 10704

EXDIS LJ/
DEPT PASS SECDEF. CINCPAC AND CINCUSNAVEUR - HANDLE AS f

1. 1IN DISCUSSION WITH FCO DESK OFFICER FOR DOMAN,

' RADCLIFFEs ON JULY 13, EMBOFF STATED HE UNDERS Us P=-3
FLIGHT WOULD LAND IN MASIRAM ON MORNING OF(JULY 14» ON
BASIS OF POLITICAL CLEARANCES GRANTED BY B AND

E SULTAN QABUODOS. RADCLIFFE REITERATED FCO VIEW THAT IT

F WOULD BE ADVISABLE FOR US EMBASSY IN MUSCAT TO CLEAR
ARRIVAL OF FLIGHT WITH LOCAL OMANI AUTHORITIES AS WELL»
OR AT LEAST INFORM THEM, RADCLIFFE ALSO SUGGESTED uS
EMBASSY MUSCAT CONTACTING QRIYISH AIR ATTACHE IN MUSCAT
IN THIS CONNECTION, / -

2. ASSUME CINCPAC IS INFORMING AMEMBASSY MUSCAT DIRECTLY
OF EXPECTED TIME OF ARRIVAL OF AJRCRAFT ON MASIRAH,

3. EMBOFF PHONED OMANI FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI PER HIS
REQUEST AT HIS LONDON HOTEL MORNING JULY 134 ZAWAWI SAID
HE WISHES TO SEE EMBOFF IN NEXT DAY OR SO, BUT DID NOT
INDICATE WHAT MATTER HE MIGHT RAISE.
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ACTINN SS=25
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i 0 314297 JuUL 76 ZFF 4

\: FM AMEMBASSY LNNNQN
Ay TU SELSTATE WASADC NTIACT IMMEDIATE 3602
;rfﬁ% INFOD AMEMBASSY MUSCAT NIACT TMMEDIATF

1 A ¥ RFRIUN ____ .
| ~8—F—E—R—E—-T LONDPN 1M846 RO,
RE ;e
} \ LA
o B —
w1l DEPT PASS SECDEF. CINCPAC AND CINCUSNAVEUR =~ HANDLE AS ° —
'l SPFCAT EXCLUSIVE ‘ e
g ol . : 8*\ e,
be=d FoN, 11652! XGDSet b g SR
F e TARST MARR, Mll, UK =
'.-i | 4%

»wv% SURJECT: US NAVY P=3 FLIGHT TO MASIRAH IN QMAN o
VT :
‘3 & REFERENCF; LONDNN 10704

-@E% {. IN DISCUSSION WITH FCO DESK NFFICER FOR OMAN,

' Pl RANCLIFFE, ON JULY 13, EMBONFF STATED HE JINDERSTOOD US Pa-3
TT1 FLYGHT wOULD LAND IN MASIRAH ON MORNING OF JULY 14, ON

| 1] RASIS NF POLITICAL CLEARANCES GRANTED BY BOTH HMG AND

1 Sul TAiw QA8N0S, RADCLIFFF REITFRATED FCO VIEW THAT IT
|;;W WOULD BE ADVISABLE FOR US EMRASSY IN MUSCAT TO CLEAK

A } ARRIVAL OF FLIGHT WITH LNCAL OMANI AUTHORITIES AS WELL,
{ DR AT LEAST INFORM THEM, RADCLIFFF ALSO SUGRESTED US

! FNMBASSY MUSCAT CNNTACTING RRITISH AIR ATTACHF IN MUSCAT
TN THIS CUNNECTION,

O, ASSUME CINCPAC IS INFORMING AMEMBASSY MUSCAT DIKECTLY
NF EXPECTEN TIME QF ARRIVAL NF AIRCRAFT ON MASIRAH,

Yell @3, FEMBOFF PHONED NMANT FQREIGN MIMISTFR ZAwWAWI PER KIS

~ RENUEST AT HIS LONDCN HOTEL MORNING JULY 13, ZAWAW] SAID
T HE WISHES TO SFE EMBNFF TN NFXT PAY OR SN, BUT DID NOT
‘.4 INDICATE WHWAT MATTER HE MIGHT RAISE,

PEA] ARRIEET i !}E i
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OP IMMED
ESA345QMAL04
DE RUQMMT #0852 1960940 -
0 1409252 JUL 76
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT Jﬁ}ﬁay’/ |
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIAYE 2282 S——
INFD AMEMBASS LONDON IMMEDIATE 259 \2}/
SE& ¢ R—EF MUSCAT 0852 / ——
EXDIS
DEPARTMENT PASS CINCUSNAVEUR AND CINCPAC —
E.O0. 11652: GDS
TAGS: MIPRRy» US», MUs UL s

SUBJECT: MASIRAH P=3 FLIGHT
REF: (A) STATE 173895; (B) LONDON 10704

1. AS INSTRUCTEDs XBASSADOR INFDRMED RANKING IN-COUNTRY
OMANI FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL (DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL
DEPARTMENT SALIM KHALFAN) MORNING OF JULY 14 ABOUT p-3
FLIGHT, EMPHASVGED THZZ SULTAN-AS WELL AS HMG HAD GIVEN
¢

CARANCE, THAT LOCAL BRITISH EMBASSY HAD INFORMED BRITISH
COMMANDER AT MASIRAH AIRFIELDs AND THAT SUCH A FLIGHT HAD
BEEN ANTICIPAHAD (THOUGH WITHOUT TIMING BEING INOWN) IN
AMBASSADOR'S LAST MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI
JULY 7. ALSD STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF NO RPT NO PUBLICITY,
KALFAN RAISED NO QUESTIONS AND SEEMED ENTIRELY RELAXED
ABOUT MATTER,

2. LATE ON JULY 13.» BRITISH EMBASSY HAD FIRST ALERTED
US TO JULY 14 SCHEDULED ARRIVAL NF THIS FLIGHT AND TOLD
US 1T WAS INFORMING MASIRAH COMMANDER, BRITISH EMBASSY
INSTRUCTIONS OBVIOUSLY ARE EMPHASIZING THAT THIS

FLIGHT MUST REMAIN algzglxx_sscnst WITH ABSOLUTELY ND
PUBLICITY. WE ARE KEEPING IN CLNSE TOUCH WITH UK
EMBASSY NEXT FEW DAYS AND HAVE ASKED TO BE ALERTED
SHOULD ANY PROBLEM COME uP,

3., EMBASSY THIS MORNING REGAN TD RECEIVE SERIES OF
NAVY AND USDAD LONDON CABLES WITH ETA AND ETD INFO»
CREW COMPOSITIONs ETC, REQUESY
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41
ACTION 3825
INFO 007T-7¢ T30uip 55732 NSTE-0@ /026 W
W G W B S T G e R W 3D B ap MO W %33 '
D R 1516147 JuiL 78 S
FM AMEMABASSY LONION e
TO SECSTATE #A3HDC IMMEDIATE 3738 Se—SUNN
INFC AMLNB3ASESY mUsCal ’ﬁf2<f;{? ff_____
~S—E—E—R—F—F LOWDON 11089 / e ’
EXDIS B
EOOO 11652: XGUSvi gf;‘{,_'l.‘i e e
TAGS: FFQR, MARIt, MU, UK E;}wnw et
SUBJECT: RRITISY AHMNGUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWKAL FROM 0};;:%_ gt 1ohice
SALALAN AND MASIR:ZH IN OMaN Sﬂ;ﬁﬂ-ﬁ~_~—-

%

ANNOUNCE T PARLIAMENT ON JULY 19 THAT HMG

FCO PLAKS TG
FRUN SaLaLaH AND WILL CLOSE

WILL ®WITHORAaa RAF DETACHMEN]

RAF MASTRAH, 50TH ON MAKRCH 31, 1977,
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04/23/2013
HJR



NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
Presidential Libraries Withdrawal Sheet

WITHDRAWAL ID 039190

REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL
TYPE OF MATERIAL

CREATOR'S NAME
RECEIVER'S NAME

DESCRIPTION
CREATION DATE
VOLUME

COLLECTION/SERIES/FOLDER ID
COLLECTION TITLE 5t

BOX NUMBER .
FOLDER TITLE

DATE WITHDRAWN . . . .
WITHDRAWING ARCHIVIST

CNational security restriction
CTelegram

Amembassy Muscat
Secstate WashDC

re Masirah Island
07/28/1976
2 pages

034300228

NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER. NSC MIDDLE
EAST AND SOUTH ASIAN STAFF: FILES

20

Oman (4)

04/23/2013
HJR



July 30, 1976

Dear Mr., Ambassador:

1 was very sorry to learn of the problem you encountered
when you arrived at the White House this morning. 1
regret your schedule did not permit yeu to retura with
your Chief of Protocol this aftersooa se thas I might have
had the pleasure of meeting him, and I hope there will be
another scession whea he will have the opportunity to
visit the White House,

Enclosed you will fiad & White House book and an official
photograph of the south lawan. Plsase send them to the
Chief of Protocol with our apelogies and best wishes.

We are always happy to accommodate yeur special guests.
Please do not hesitats to have your secretary coatact me
personslly when I may be of assistance to you,

Singerely,

Michael J. Farrell
Director
Office of Whits House Visitors

His Emcellensy

Ahmed Macki
Ambassador of Oman

2342 Massachasetts Avenue

Washingtos, D. C. 20008 FOA

Eunclosures

bee: Lucy Winchester, Office of Ppatocol, Dept. of State
~Beb Oakley, NSC






