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SUSBJECTs g INTENT DEPARY MASIRAH ISLAND
REF: STATE 67173

1. FCO HEAD OF MIPDLE EAST DEPARTHENT LUCAS TOLO EMROFF
MARCH 30 THAY B8RITISH HAD GIVEN US ADVANCE NOTICE OF
THETR IMPENDING ABANDONMENT OF RAF BaSE AT MASIRAH N
OMAN SO THAT USa COULD D15CUSS ARY “MODALITIZSY BEFOCE
SRITISH INFORM SULTAN. SRITISH ®OULD NOW LIKE T0 INFORM
SULTAN BY HID-APRILs ANG HOULD THEREFORE ﬁ??iEC!QTE ANY
USG REACYIGN BRErDRE THEN,

Zo LUCAS SAID BRITISH YWITHORAMWAL FROM MASIRAHM MAY NOW BE
lIHKfD 10 PQITIQH TURNOVER OF SALALAH AIR BASE Cﬂ&TFOL.
ERITISH HAD DRIGINALLY INFORMED SULTAN THEY PRDPIOSED TD
TURN DVER SALALAM IM QCTDOBER 1976« HOSEVERs SULTAN HAS
BEEN HAVING SOME SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT TRIS AND MAY ASK
GRITISH TO CONTINUE T( OFERATE SALALAM THROUGH MARCH
1977, 1F SULTAN SO PROPMSESs ERITISH MAY KEPLY TO HIM
THAT BRITISH MAY OBRTAIN ADDITIONAL FUNDS NEEDED TO EXTEND
SALALAH OPERATION BY TI=ELY CLOSING OF MASIRAH.
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SUBJECT: US/UK DISCUSSINNS OF MASIRAH JSLAND
REF: STATE 84477

1. EMENEER SAW £CO ASSISTAMT UNOER SECRETARY WEIR AFTER-
NGON APEJL 9 TO MAKE SURE HE HAD FULL VERSIIN CF ZUS/ZUK

1SCUSSTar Ar AeREIL 7 M) MASIRAH, EMBOFF SOUGHT UNSUC-
CESSFULLY TD PRY OUT OF WEIR EXACTLY HO% MUCH LONGER
BRITISH CMULD GIVE USS REFORE INFURMING SULTAN fIF DECISICH
TD $1THORAY RAF, JUSS REQUEST T NZFER DATE UrF INFORMING
SULTAN widULD HAVE TO 8E RUN THROUGH NEW FOREIGH SECRETARY
CROSLAND T CABINET LEVEL.

2. MWEIR STRESSED THAT OECISION TO wITHDRAW WAS DICTATED
NOT SERELY BY FINANCIAL STRINGEXMCY, WITH T<IS DIS-
BANTLING GF ITS CHATN DF BASES TC SINGAPDREs RAF DUES NOT
wiSH TO KECP IT3 PERSONNEL IN AN EXCESSIVE rAROSHIP pOST
SUCH AS MASIRAH FOR NO APPARENT USEFUL PURPUSE.

3, MG ALST) HAS A LEGAL PROABLEM AN ITS KHANDS SINCE 1T HA
A 99=-YEAP LEASE ON THE RBASE AREA AND HAS MO ADEQUATE PRO-
VISTON IN THE LEASE FOR UNILATERAL AGROGATLIOM, RRITISH
AFRATD THAT WHEY THEY 00 ARROGATEs THE SULTAN MAY DEMAND
COMPENSATION, UMDER THF CLIRCUMSTANCESs GRITISH WISH TO
GIVE Tude SULTAN AS MUCH AQVANCE NOTICE fF WITHDRAWAL AS
POSSIRL:, HENCEs HMG KOULD STILL LIKE T ADHERE TO MID-
APRKIL TIMING GF MOTIFICATILION,

G IN aANY CASE, WEIR SAIDy BRITISH ARE INCLIMED TO RE= vOR,_
- ‘-; q
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LIEVE THHAT, EQLIOWING THE PATTERN OF RRITISH WITHDRAWAL
FROY BARELEIN BASEs US SHAULD MEGOTI&TE DIRECTLY WITH
QULTAN DVER AMY FUTURE US UST GF PASJFAH,

e WEIH SATD HE UNNERSTOOD THAT BBC FACILITIES 4AS
DISTINCTY FRIM RAF FACILITIES WOULD ro4A1N IN MASIRAH, AND
THAT (MaNT GOVEIWNHMEMT HAS SOME PLANS T USE AIPFIELD
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EXDIS ) enit
E.D._11652: XGDS=~1 o
TAGS: PFORs MARRs MUs UKs» US hen S
SUBJECT: MASIRAH ISLAND

1. FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI ON APRIL 27 ASKED IF I WOULD FIND QUT
WHAT IS THE PRESENT USG POSITION ON USE OF MASIRAH ISLANDs WHICH
SECRETARY KISSINGER HAD BRDUGHT UP WITH SULTAN QABOOS IN JANUARY
1975, ZAWAWI SAID HE IS ASKED NOW AND THEN By NEWSMEN WHATEVER
HAPPENDED TO THE U.S. REQUESTs AND IT WOULD RE HELPFUL TO LEARN
WASHINGTON'S POSITION ON IT NDW, 1 UNDERTOOK TO GET SOMETHING FOR
HIM AS SOON -AS POSSISLE» AND IN ANY CASE BEFORE MID MAY WHEN I WQULD
BE LEAVING FOR WASHINGTON CONSULTATION, '

2. COMMENT: IS WORTH NOTING THAT THIS IS THENFIRST TIME I RECALL
HAVING BEEN ASKED ABQOUT MASIRAH BY ANY OMANI OFFICIAL SINCE MATTER
SURFACED IN WASHINGTON OVER 15 MONTHS AGO. CAN ONLY GULSS AT WHAT
REALLY PROMPTED ZAWAWI'S SUDDEN INTEREST IN QUESTION, AND MY GUESS
WOULD BE THAT OMANIS HAVE SENSED THAT BRITISH SOON WiLL BE GIVING
THEM NOTICE OF THEIR DEPARTURE FROM MASIRAH AIRBASE AND THESE-
FORE ARE STARTING TN THINK ABQUT WHERE THIS LEAVES THEM ==
PARTICULARLY ON MAIMTENANCE OF BASE FACILITIE® AND LIVELIHOOD OF
DMANI ISLANDEERS DEPENDENT ON JOBS WITH RAFM

y g
3, LAST WIF ASKED™ GUIDANCE 1 HAVE ON MASIRAHM QUESTIDN WAS IN
76 STATE 247257 AND QOBVIQUSLY IS PARTLY DATED IN VIEW OF VARIOUS
US-UK EXCHANGES IN PAST SIX WEEKS OF HWHICH DEPARTMENT HAS KEPT
ME INFO MED., WOULD WELCOME DEPARTMENT!'S GUIDANCE FOR REPLY TO
ZAWAWI'S INQUIRY. (1 WOULD PLAN TO RESPOND DIRECTHBD HIMs BUT
IN EVENT MY LONG-STANDING REQUEST FOR AUDIENCE WITH SULTAN QABOAS
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COMES THROUGH SOON, AS I NOW HAVE REASON TD EXPECTs THERE MAY
BE SOME MERIT IN TALKING ABOUT THIS WITH THE SULTAN.)
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SUBJECT: MASIRAH ISLAND
REF: MUSCAT 515

1. FEYI ONLY: BRITISH DECISION TO TERMINATE THEIR STAGING

"OPERATION IN MASIRAH HAS RENEWED INTEREST IN WASHINGTON

xg REVIEWING AGAIN WHETHER AND HOW WE MIGHT WISH MAKE USE .

JF AIRFIELD FACILITIES, WE HAVE ASKED AND HMG HAS AGREED T0
0 OFF NOTIFYING SULTAN QABDOS UNTIL WE DETERMINE WHETHER
HAVE SUCH INTEREST. WE UNCERTAIN, HOWEVER, JUST HOW

:g?e HMG WILL DELAY NOTIEYING QABDDS DF ITS DECISION, END
.

ZAWAW]I THAT YOU HAVE REPORTED WIS CONVERSATION INQUIRING
ABDUT WASHINGTON'S POSITION ON MASIRAH AND THAT WE ARE
AGAIN REVIEWING THE MATTER AND WE WILL KEEP HIM INFORMED,

'- 2, ie ;nu BELIEVE IT IS USEFUL, YOU MAY INFORM FORMIN
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F.,0, 11652: GDS

TAGRS: MOPS, M(QRG, PINS, My

SUBRJFCT2 UOMAN MILITARY COMMANDER DISCUSSES DHUFAR SITUATIDN AND
PURRENT SAF MILITARY PLLANNING

1, SUMMARY, ASIDE FROM SPURADIC SHFLLING OF FORWARD OMANT
PUSITINNS ARNUND SARFATT IN WESTERN OHWOFAR, TmE MILITARY SCENE
TN THAT PROVINCE HAS BFEN QUIET SINCE DECEMBER, CIVIL ACTION TO
REHABILITATE AND BEGIN DFEVELOPMENT OF THE JaBAL IS STILL BOGGED
NOWN, WITH OMAN STILL HOPING FOR FINANCIAL AID FROM THE SAUDIS,
THE SULTAN HAS ODECIDED TO DIVINE HIS ARMED FORCES INTO THREE
SEPARATE SERVICES IN 1977, AND I8 GREATLY INCRFASING THE

FIRQGA C(IRREGULARY COMPONENT OF HIS FORCES, END SUMMARY,

2, DHOFAR MILITARY SITUATION, IN SHURT BRIEFING REQUESTED

BY AMBASSADOR, CSAF GENERAL PERKINS Salu MTILITARY SCENF IN DHOFAR
HAS REEN ALMOST COMPLETELY CALM SINCE DECEMBER, ONF CAN SAY

WITH CONVICTION THE WAR ENDED FOUR QR FIVE MONTHS AGO,

NEFECTORS KEEP COMING IN (SAF ANNQUNCEMENT ON APRIL 18 $AID

332 MEMBERS OF PFLO ACCEPTED SULTANIS ANNESTY OFFER SINCF
NECEMBER 16, 1975, AND ALl HWAD BEEM PARQONED), PERKIMS 521D

il Lol o PEFAN R TRt Y
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PAGE 82 MUSCATY np837 paghogdz

THFRE ARE PERHAPS 4@=57 REMAINING GUERRILLAS wHU ARE CENTERED

TN THE JABAL ARQUND MARBAT, MOST OF THEM LOOK FOR LEADERSHIP

TO ONE RASHID HWAMUD AND SAF HAS REASON TO BELIEVE HE MAY 30QN
TURN HIMSELF IM, SINCE DFECEMRER, MINING AND SNIPING YNCIDENTS Ty
JABAL HABE BEEN PRACTICALLY NIL BUT PERKINS SUSPECTS THEY

MAY INCREASE SNMEWHAT DURING THE MONSOON,

3, MAIN EXCEPTION TO QUIET STTUATINN HAS BEEN DCCASIONAL FIRING
AT SARFAIT BY ROCKETS ANN MORTARS = SOME HAVE COME FROM OMANT
SINE UF BORDFR AND SOME FROM PPDRY, NO ONE HAS BEEN KILLED AND
THFRE HAS BEEN LITTLE DAMAGE, FIRE HAS NOT BEEN RETURNFD,
PERKINS! THEORY 13 THAT REMAINING PFLO REBELS AND SUPPORTERS
HAVE BEEN USING UP THEIR AMMO STOCKS THOUGH HE ALSD SUSPECTS
1.LOCAL PORY COMMANDER AT HAUF MAY BE DELIRERATELY TURNING 2
RLIND EYE TO 3NMF CONTINUING ASSISTANCE FROM PDRY TYPES,

PERKINS THINKS THIS REBEL FIRING MAY CEASE ALTOGETHER

TN MONTH OR SQ, ASKED IF SULTAN RABQOOS IS FullaLiLY RelLAXED

HE INDICATED THAT SEEMS TO BE THE CASE, HE NOTED THAT ALl
RESUPPLY OF SARFAIT AND SURROUNDING PUSITIONS I8 BY AIR,
THOUGH SAF HAD PLANNED TO CONSTRUCT A ROAD THROUGH TN SARFAIT,
PROJECT WAS STOPPEN JUST OVER HALFWAY FROM MANSTON BECAUSE
NIFFICULT TERRAIN WQULD WAVE MADE FINANCYAL CGST PROMWIBITIVE,

A, DHOFAR CIVIL ACTION, PERKINS SAYD THERL HAS BEEN VERY
LITTLE PRUGRESS ON ECONOMIC FRONT SINCE WAR ENDED, IN FACT
REALLY NONF AT ALL. NO ONE HAS COMF UP wITH MONEY AND FVYEN IF
THE SAUDIS DO SO SOQON THERE CANNOT BE &NY VISIBLE PROGRESS
HNTIL FaALL. (FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI TOLD AMBASSADDR L A&3T
WEFK HE NDW EXPECTS & SAUDT COMMITTEE YO 4ARRYIVE IN MIDeMAY

TU LOOK AT DHQFAR FIRST HAND AND RECOMMEMD TO RIYADH wWHAY
PROJECTS MIGHT USEFULLY BE FUNDED TO PRUMOTE SCONOMIC REHABR AND
NEVELOPMENT IN THE JABAL, ZAWAW]I ARDED THAT SAUUI FOREIGN
MINISTER HAS ASSURED HIM THIS COMMITTEE WIlLL BE UNDER IN=
STRUCTIONS TO TAKE A POSITIVE LGOK aNp BE GEMEROQUS IN TTS
RECOMMENDATINONS )

5, PERKINS MADE CLEAR HE DOES NOT CONSIDER CIVIL ACTION 2S SAF
RUSINESS ANY MORE, DURING THE FIGnYING, YES, BUT NOW IY

SHOULD BE A CIVILIAN OPERATION EXCEPT FOR SOME ROAD AND TRACK
MATNTENANCE, PERKINS SAIP HE SEES CIVIL ALTION SHAPING UP 1IN

g

oy
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SUCH A WAY THAT WA|T BRATK, GOVERNOR OF DHOFAx, WILL DO THE
NONTRACTING FOR RUADS, BUILDINGS AND CTHER FACTILITIES ANPN THEN
CENTRAL GUVERNMENT MINISTRIES WILL MOVE InN 10 ADMINISTER WHWAT
TS BUILT.

6, 3AF ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH, PERKINS CONFIRMED THAT THE
SUL.TAN HA3 DECIDED N HAVE THREE SEFAKATE ARMeDR SERVICES WITH
A SMALL CENTRAL CONRDIMATING STAFF, ThIS wlil REPLACF PRESENT
SAF SETUP, WITH CHANGEQOVER TO TAKE EFFECT WHEN PERKINS' TQUR
ENNS IN MIN=1977, NDETAILS NOW BEING WORKED QUT, PERKTINS

SATD HE IS8 PLEASE WITH PROGRFSS IN UMANIZATION OF ARMER
FORCFS AND HF PERSONALLY SEES MO RFASQON WHY THI3 CANMOT RE
COMPLETELY ACCOMPLISHED RY 1980w-1981, SUME EXPATRIATE SPECTALw
TSTS INCLUDING PTLOTS WOULDP BE NEEDED THERREAFTER, HOWEVER, HF
MENTIONED THAT SULTAN INTENDS TO ADD 3,6RC NEw NFM“th T0 THE
FIRGA (IRREGULAR FORCES TN THE JABALY,

7. NORTHERN NMAN, ASKED IF PFLO WAS SHOWN ANY SIGN UF REACTING
TU OMOFAR DEFEAT oY CAUSTNG PRNBLEMS IN THE NQGRTH, PFRKINS
REPLIEN THERFE HAS NOT BEFWN ANY 3TGN QF THIS, 8UT A FFW MINOR
NIFFICULTIES HAVE CONTINUED IN MUSANDAM, ATTRIRUTARLE TO | ONG=
STANBING PRORBLEMS RETWFEN OMARTSE IN TwadT wEGTON anD TRIsFS FR(M
RAS AL=KHAIMAH. RECENT TROUBLE HAS BEEN TN AREA SBQUTHWFST OF
(LIMAH AND SaF REFENTLY REINFORCED ITS SmalLl CTUMTINGENT IN THAT
VICINITY.

WOLLE
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
74"{'\. "327 WASHINGTON. D.C.

¢ L RO

The Honorable . 7 May 1976
Henry A Kissinger .
Secretary of State

State Department

Washington DC

D ey Fv S Cerc by,

The Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, Mr Anthony Crozland, has asked

i - . me to forward the enclosed message to you.
e .
/ WM m{'ﬁén er

f“v Peter Rawsbotham
H M Ambassador

: ; /
COVERING -SESRET- /Z‘
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SERCRET

Masirah Island

Talking Points

(For use if you have decided that we should not oppose
British departure from Masirah as presently planned.)

-—- We have been urgently considering the Masirah question.
Although we have not definitively dtermined our own interest
there for the immediate future, or in the long term, we have
decided that there would be no particular advantage to us in
seeking to further delay British withdrawal. Accordinagly, we
now have no problems with your plans to inform the Sultan
of your withdrawal by the end of this year, or your prcceeding
to work out arrangements with him concerning future British
involvement in running the airfield under an Omani flag.

-- If we determine that we have some interest in the base,
we will proceed to initiate discussions directly with the Omani
Government. We will, of course, consult closely with your
government at each step along the way.

A 13/4) 03
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ﬂasirah island

Talking Points

(For use 1f you have decided that we should seek to persuade

the British to continue to operate the airfield at Ma51rah
under their existing lease for one more year )

-~ We have been urgently considering the Masirah Island
questlon for some time now. Although we have not yet finally
determined our level of interest, our interest is real.

-~ We believe it would be most advantageous to discuss
with the Omanis our interests in a coordinated fashion with
you, and in the context of your own withdrawal. We also sus-
pect that your negotiations with the Omanis would be facilitatc?

‘Af carried on in the context of some US replacement for your

role there.

-~ We will be in a position to begin to work out a coorai»

.- nated-: necet;atlng approach to. the OMnnl Governwmnt wicU;n a.

few weeks, " - 2 LR s retlL 0 e

-- If you are agreeable, I believe that an arrangement
agreeable to your Governmenit, my Government, and the Omani
Government could be worked out allowing for substantial British
withdrawal from Masirah during 1977.

5 S 3)3’/3/9/03 —
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Talking Points

(For use if you have decided that we should seek as our
objective an indefinite continued British presence on Masirah.)

--"We have been urgently studying the Masirah qucstlon
for some time. In the context of our mutual interests in =
the Persian Gulf and in the strategically 1mportant northwest
quadrant of the Indian Ocean, we believe it is vitally
important that the RAF base on Masirah be maintained indefinitelw .
We have come to this conclusion realizing full well that it
runs contrary to the thrust of your 1974 defense review.

-- We fully realize the burden which this request places
on your Government. We understand and QJPLEClate your cGesire
to terminate your polltlcal commitment in Oman at this proviticu~
time, in the wake of your successiul conclusion of the Dhoiar
War. We realize the political liabilities to any British
Government of a continuved military establishment east of Sucz
We understand the financial burden. We understand the morale
problem of the RAF in maintaining a detachment of several .
hundred British airmen on an island as desolate as Masirah.

-— Nevertheless, you will understand that it would be a
far more difficult, perhaps *mpVUSLblc tagk to--in effect--
establish a new US military facility in the Indian Ocean area,
given the present mood of the American body politic and the
attitudes of the Congress as reflected in our struggle to
maintain the facility at Diego Garcia.

-- You are aware of the growing Soviet involvement in the
Indian Ocean. You are aware of the rather formidable successes
of Soviet global strategy recently in Southern Africa. We

~ share the view that the Indian Occan ought to be a zone of peacs;
that we and the Soviets should work out suitable agreements

on arms restrzint in the area. Dut, we both realize that the
only way to deal with the Soviets on arms restraint--in the
Indian Ocean, or anywhere else--is from a position of c'trr*ng‘(:h.

.Unilateral withdrawal of the RAF from Masirah would result in =z

serious degradation of our military capabilities in the northwe
quadrant. We have therefore concluded that it is vitally
important in our mutual interest to maintain the RAF base on
Masirah.

.
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Dear Henry

)

When we met on 24 April you raised the subject of
Masirah, and I agreed to have the question looked at again
urgently, although I told you that any deferment of the
schedule presented us with considerable difficulties.

I have looked into this. Your request does cause me
considerable difficulities, since our plans to leave Masirah
have reached an advanced stage and I am wndcr pressure Iroh
the Sultan to discuss his plans for an SOLF flving scheol at
Masirah. My officials have keen discussing this question
with yours for some time ncw, but we have not yet been given
an indication of any proposals you may have for involvement

in the areasa.

Having said this, I understand the extent of your
involvement with other important issues at the present time,

s

and particularly in Africa, which is very important to both
our interests at the moment. I have therefore decided to
refrain from immediate action on this subject until we have

a chance to discuss the matter further at the NATO meeting

in May. I am sure you will recognise, however, the necessitv
for us thereafter to take immediate action on this matter
with the Sultan. I therefore hope that before we meet it
_will be possible for your officials to make final rccommendati
to you concerning the modalities of our withdrawal of the

RAF station on Masirah.

Warmest regards,

Tony Crosland

&,

- A S %,

7 May 1976 : i
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MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2856
ACTION
-SECRET (GDS) ATTACHMENT May 21, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM: ROBERT B, OAKLEY\i'p‘)

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to the Sultan of Oman

We received only this week from the Department of State a letter to
the President from the Sultan of Oman along with a suggested reply
(approved by the Secretary's staff--draft at Tab II). It took one month
before State informed us they had this letter,

The memorandum at Tab I to the President transmits the letter,
summarizes its contents and recommends a letter of reply--a shortened
version of the State draft which has been reviewed and cleared by
Messrs. Horan, Clift, Low and Boverie as well as Mr. Hartmann's
office (Smith). -

RECOMMENDATION; That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to
the President transmitting the Sultan's letter at Tab B and seeking
the President's signature on the reply at Tab A,

APPROVE AS AMENDED

Ti.,

-SEGREZT (GDS) ATTACHMENT
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" MEMORANDUM — — ,1,,
THE WHITE HOUSE , ,

WASHINGTON

SEERET- (GDS) : ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

SUBJECT: Letter from the Sultan of Oman--~

Proposed Reply

The Department of State has transmitted a letter to you from the Sultan
of Oman at Tab B. A proposed reply is at Tab A, His Majesty recalls
with pleasure his meeting with you during his January 1975 visit to
Washington.

The Sultan expresses admiration for your policies of opposing outside
(Soviet, Cuban) intervention in Angola and elsewhere in Africa and

the broader Middle East/Indian Ocean region and concern about the
trend of Soviet activities in these areas. He does so because of Oman's
experience with this problem--radical South Yemen's backing (with
Soviet arms and support) of a rebellion in Oman's western (Dhofar)
province. Through a combination of firmness on the Sultan's part;
military assistance from an Iranian brigade, a small Jordanian con-
tingent and British officers seconded to the Omani armed forces;

and Saudi financial incentives to South Yemen for moderation, the
rebellion has apparently been defeated.

The Sultan remains concerned over the activities (''expansionist
policies") of the Soviet Union in the general Indian Ocean area, in-
cluding Southern and East Africa and the Persian Gulf. The possibility
of a resurgence of radicalism in South Yemen is also of concern, and

the Sultan points out the military support which that couhtry has received
from the USSR (we estimate some 300 advisers) and the Cubans (we
estimate 100-200 advisers), although he acknowledges that neither
Cubans nor Soviets participated directly in the Dhofar rebellion. The

Sultan asks that you not forget the common interests of the US and i (;,.sgﬂ:i”-
Oman in combatting Soviet expansion and radicalism, especially in 7,
the Indian Ocean area. He hopes to maintain a dialogue with us on cg,*} &
subjects of mutual concern in this area. ' veow
SEGRETF (GDS) Subject to GDS of E, O, 11652
Automatically Downgraded at
AR W/AL‘"L@”“‘”’ Two Year Intervals and Declassified

L alete3 on December 31, 1984,
Yjiz |
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The Sultan's letter provides an opportunity for you to strongly reaffirm
support for friends such as Oman in a common effort to oppose outside
intervention and the growth of Soviet influence generally, We have
strong interests in a sound relationship with Oman, given its position
straddling the entrance to the Persian Gulf, its commitment to the West
and the US, its moderation and its desire to collaborate with other
friends in the Gulf area in the interests of regional stability, We may
wish to discuss with the Sultan the possibility of using Omani airfields,
ports or other facilities to support our military activities in the Indian
Ocean--Persian Gulf area, particularly given the abandonment by the
UK of an airfield it has operated on Oman's Masirah Island and the
probability that we shall have to pull COMIDEASTFOR out of Bahrain,

The proposed letter at Tab A is responsive to concerns raised by the
Sultan, It will be well received by him and will also give us an opening
should we wish to explore at some later date the possible use of Omani
military facilities.

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the letter to the Sultan of Oman at
Tab A, [Text coordinated with Mr. Hartmann's office (Mr. Smith), ]

SEGRET (GDS) ~ gy ¥







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Your Majesty:

Thank you for your letter regarding the situation

in your area. Recalling with pleasure our meeting
last year, I certainly appreciate this opportunity

to exchange views with you on matters of concern
to both our countries,

I am pleased that Your Majesty's policy of firmness
towards the Communist-dominated rebels in Dhofar
has had success, This is a tribute to the efficacy of
your military strategy--firmness tempered with
restraint at the appropriate time--as well as of your
foreign policy. I wish Your Majesty further success
in your efforts in support of the civil development

of that region.

As Your Majesty points out, the challenges which
your country has faced are a reflection of a broader
problem which affects the region as a whole. My
Government has made clear that we do not accept
the adventuristic activities of outside powers to
advance their presence and influence.

I appreciate Your Majesty's perspective on the
situation in southern Africa, The remaining
serious problems there offer similar temptations

ﬁ’zﬁ:aﬁa » r:.f.:»..w. ] ‘ E //2 B
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for the Soviet Union and make more urgent the need
for finding solutions to the problems of racial
injustice in Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa.

My Government has recently affirmed our support

for self-determination, majority rule, equal rights
and human dignity for all the peoples of southern
Africa and outlined a series of proposals to support this
policy. It is grounded in the conviction that no outside
power should seek to impose solutions or divide Africa
into confronting blocs. Nor should ambitions of
hegemony be encouraged. Rather, African unity and
integrity should be supported,

Developments in Africa and the activities of the
Soviet Union have also been a factor in my Govern-
ment's position with regard to our role in the Indian
Ocean and the areas bordering on it, It is our view
that restraint in Soviet military deployments in the
Indian Ocean and forbearance from adventurism
generally are essential to improving the prospects for
the stability of the region as a whole,

I can assure Your Majesty that the United States will
continue its firm stand in opposition to Soviet pressure
and expansionism and that we will continue to seek
moderate Soviet behavior. In turn, we look to the
states of the regions affected by such ambitions,
including the Middle East, to promote their own
security through regional cooperation and we are
prepared to work with them to this end, I am aware
of the particular effort which Oman, under your
leadership, has made, The success which has thus
far been achieved demonstrates the beneficial effort
of regional cooperation, In this context, I very much
agree with Your Majesty that we maintain a dialogue
on ways to deal with problems of mutual concern in
your area of the world,

PV



H

Be assured of my hope that relations between Oman
and the United States shall be strengthened for the
future. I wish Your Majesty and the people of Oman
a future blessed with peace and security as well as
good fortune, \

Sincerely,

His Majesty

Sayyid Qaboos bin Said al Bu Said
Sultan of Oman

Muscat

\\\ aéf?,?. o
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The Palace,
Muscat,
Sultanate of Oman.

28th March, 1976,

]

Mr. President.

It has been just over one year since we ernioved

our firat visit to the United Statesy a short but
satiasfying exnerience which gave us the onnortunity of
meeting yvou and yvour senior officials involved in forelen
affairse. Since that time we have naturslly followred
Lmerican nolicy with a nersonal interest based umon our

new appreciation of vour great country,

In our ovm country manv chanres heve occurred and
it is now much stroncer and more settled than it was at
the time of our meetinge. The most imnortant chance,
as you are undoubtedly aware, i our succesaful conclusion
of the foreign-suvnoried rebellion in Dhofar after ten
years of struggle, which diverted national resources from
development »rojects into military projects. Thanka he
to God, most of the rebels saw the error of their ways
and most of them, some one thousand four hundred, defected
voluntarily from the enemy before the final military

Victorye By ?i

We have chosen to mention our own modest successes
because we believe that they have a bearing upon one of the
problems which has been plaguing American policy-makers
recently. That problem is the sunport of national Leftist



guerrillas by a combination of meterial summort from

the Soviet Union, military supnort froem Cuba, the use

of safe-havens for these guerrillas offered by meighbouring
Marxist—oriented States and the world-wide dissemination

of Soviet=irsnired nropagznda, The latest case in vpoint,
and the one that has drawn world-wide attention, has been
the intervention of other States in the internal affeirs

of Angola.

As vou are aware from our diccussion at the White
House in Jarusrvy 1975, Ansols is not the first case of
this kind., For at least seven vears of the ten—vear
strurele in Dhofar, the Sovief Union assiasted the Dhofar
rebels with arms and military trainins, either dirvectly
or throush the assistance of the neishbourines State, the
Peoovnle's MNemocratic Remublic of Yemen. 1In recent years
the rebels were assisted with military trainings by Cuban
personnel.s Unlike the case of Angola, Cuban Advisers did
not, as far as we know, actually take part in the fightine,

Oman, therefore, ic ouite familiar with the
Soviet/Cuban combin~tion, and this combinstion has creasted
some uneases; not just during the conflict itself. We have
long regarded the growing vresence in the area of the Soviet
Union with concern, noting the position that it has acouired
with resvect to East and Southern Africa, the Naval presence
in the Indian Ocean, its growing influence around the
periphery of that Ocean, and the failure of Area States to

take organised action to counter this growing influence. ‘&@ g%




We therefore are heartened by the firm vosition
taken both by you, Mr. President, and some of vour
responsible Officers in statements made recentiy on
the subject of foreign intervention in the internal
affairs of other States. Although our own fighting is
over, we continue to view with alarm the épread of
similar sitvations. e avpreciate the fact that so
long as a favourable climate for interference exists,
armed violence will continue to pnlague our area.

Oman is an old and »nroud countrv with its owm
traditions of civilisation, naval and militery nrowess;
traditions which are once more emercing with the rebirth
of its neovle. e are vroud of our viectorv in Dhofar,
nrimarily becsuvae it wee achieved by the return of the
rebels to the suvnoort of their ovm veownle and sovernment
rather than by mas=sive slsucshter in battles. The few
rehels wno remain are for the most nart convinced
Communist revoluvtionaries, harbouring wherever thev can

find shelter and having no vonmular supnort.

Oman, however, recosnises that the threat from
revolution, nromoted by foreien States and insnired by
Marxist ideologies and propasanda, still exigts and will
remain constant. We are vparticulerly concerned thet the
peovles of Southern Africa, whatever their ethnic origins,
should be allowed to develon their om form of povernment,
without the influence of terror in support of the Soviet
Union's expansionist policy. Suovwnorted by the great

majority of the Omani veople, we remain resistent to



these threatse.

At the same time we apnlaud efforte mede by
more nowerful and more influential States fo combat
the same tendencies in world affairs, narticn]ar]y
those in the Indisn Ocern area, where ovr fMiiture must
to some extent be involved, We hnrne thot vou,

Mro President, and the United States Goverrment, will
not forset Oman's role in combatting a common enemy in
the davs to come an? thet our two Neations will remain
bound by the same ties of common interests in the

ri~ht of self-determinstion witrout foreien interference,
"Te home that we can cortinue o mrinftain 2 dialose on

subircta of mutual concern in this area,
We wish vou, vour family and the veonle of the

Inited States, every success and cond fortime in this

vear and the vears azhead.

Colbowes b Scuccf

SULTAN OF OMAN
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
7607970

Washington, D.C. 20520

., &)1
May 14, 1976/{&/ 5/’

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Response by President Ford to Letter
From Sultan Qaboos

On April 9, the Omani Ambassador delivered
the attached letter from Sultan Qaboos of Oman
to President Ford. The letter raises no specific
issues of bilateral US-~Omani concern, but does
address in a broad tour d'horizon fashion some
larger issues.

A proposed reply is attached which responds
to the concerns raised by Sultan Qaboos.

.

George S. Springstee
Executive Secretary

Attachments:

1. Suggested Letter
2. Letter from Sultan Qaboos to
President Ferd

GDS
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- Suggested Letter

Your Majesty:

I am most appreciative of your letter of March 28, 1976,
and welcome the opportunity it provides to discuss matters of
concern to both our countries.

We are pleased that your policy of firmness toward the
Communist-~dominated rebels in Dhofar has borne good fruit. Your
victory is a tribute to the efficacy of your military strategy --
firmness tempered by restraint at the appropfiate time -~ as well
as of your foreign policy. I understand now that the military
phase of this protracted struggle appears to be successfully
concluded, and you are placing increased emphasis on projects for
civil development in Dhofar. We wish you all success in this
endeavor.

As you point out, the challenges which your country has
faced are a reflection of a wider problem which affects the

. : 2o culsde perres .
region as a whole: the desire of the~Soulet_ﬁgzén to advance its

presence and influence. threugh—a-ilarigiy—ef-merhodsr—trotudiny
khe—use—vTCuban—forces ™ The—Sovior=tnior-hras—vitewad-tre-

. c {2 ; deirbrireerd 4o o re-
Praviding-opposband

_ The Onled Stalre has
rfrueTee, ‘#B:haznhmade clear that we cannot accept this kind of

behaviexr., acidw"u);-s‘ﬁé aﬂnut.m;ﬂru/\‘

His Majesty ,
Sayyid Qaboos bin Sa'id Al Bu Sa'id,
Sultan of Omany 2
Muscat,, L
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The remaining serious problems of southern Africa offer
similar temptations for the Soviet Union, and make more urgent
the need for finding solutions to the problems of racial in-
justice in Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa. My government
has recently affirmed our support for self-determination,
majority rule, equal rights and human dignity for all the peoples
of southern Africa, and outlined a series of proposals to
support this policy. Our policy is grounded in the conviction
that no outside power should seek to impose solutions, to
divide Africa into confronting blocs or to pursue hegemonial
ambitions, but rather that African unity and integrity should be
supported.

Developments in Africa and the activities of the Soviet
Union have also been a factor in my government's position with

regard to our role in the Indian Ocean and the areas bordering

on it. W#We-hauve-neted—she .developmentof DalusleaitedikeSllRROG ke

pimee=d>6d, It is our view that restraint in Soviet military

deployments in the Indian Ocean area and a more general fore-
bearance from adventurism are essential to improving the prospects
for stability in the region as a whole.

Let me assure Your Majesty that the United States will
continue to take a firm stand in the face of Soviet pressure and

expansionism, and to seek to moderate Soviet behavior. In turn



ud cse L cved fo

wanlk (,&;ﬁ:% o fﬁﬂd-éuco .
we look to the states of the regions affected by Soviet ambitions,
such as the Middle East, to promote their security through
regional cooperation/ We are aware of the particular effort

L
which Oman has made in this regard aéa look forward to a con-

tinuing dialogue with Your Majesty's Government - en—matdensg=es

as we examine ways to deal with/the challenges which face us all.

I wish you, yeuswfamitys and the people of Oman a future
blessed as much by peace and gecurity as good fortune.

Sincerely,

Gerald R. Ford

aud The Succees which Was ‘{'Lus
o beew aelvievtd dewnvuctalze
e el 04 hoces e s
o r‘k‘fCL‘ %’ 2§oﬂaaf trqfhﬂuf ¢
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.TFY; copy of Page 1 of a letter to President
Ford from the Sultan of Oman, is to be treated
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28th March, 1076,

Mr. President,

Tt hes baen just over one year since we evinved

onr first visit tno the TInited States; a short hut

setiasfvine exnerience which gave n~ the onnortunity of
meetine won ard vovur serior officinls irvelved in faveismn

Sinne that time wme have maturallv follnmed

anffairg,
intereat haned 1mon ovr

American molicv with a2 nercanal

nry anpreciation of vour ereat countrv,

Tn our o'm comtry manvy chan~es haye occurred and

it is now much stronder and more settled than it was at

the time of our meretine, The most imnortart chansce,

as you are undmbtedly awsre, i= on» succeasful conclusion
of the foreigsn—sunnorted rebelliorn in Dhofar after ten

years of strusr~le, which diverted national resnurces from
develonment nrojects into military nrojects. Thanke he

to God, most of the rebels saw the error of their wavs
and most of them, some one thonsand four hundred, defected

voluntarily frow the enemv before the final military

victory.

We have 2hnsen to mention onr own modest successes

becansa we belirve thzt thev have a bearins unon one of the

vroblems which h2s heen nlaguing American nolicy-makers

recentlve That nroblem is the suvnrort of national Leftist

V
soed YPagr Lt Freq. “¢ox



Py OV‘“‘Q 4
Wag Department Of State TELEGRAM

CONFIDENTIAL- 0242
PAGE @1 MUSCAT 00628 01 OF 82 2207167

11
ACTICN NEi=iO

INFO 0CTe?di; EURei2 I80=@@ CIAE=Y@ pODE~RG PMald n=p2?
INR=@7 L =03 NSAE=R8 NSC=v5 PAyﬁz PrS8=0] SPwy2 §S=1b
USIA=p6 J0e13d SAM=B1 AlDe?5 OMEwUD® ©£B=R7 FRDB=R3
TRSE=0A XMB=p2 OP]IC~03 C] M1 LAb=24 SILeyl UMB=01
AGR=N5 INT=@5 FEA=B] /121 w

- o 0 027429

R 22@¢80€7 May 76
FM AMEMEZ2SY MUSCAT

TO SECST4E WASHDC 2148 e &
INFO AMEMBASSY ABy DHABI o
AMEMBASSY DOHA o K\v}
AMEMBASSY JIDDA Y ¥ \
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 41 /MMO
AMEMBASSY LONDON y { L
AMEMBASSY MANAMA » / \

AMEMBASSY SANA
AMEMBASSY TEHWRAN

£0N—F—FD-ENT T AL SECTION | OF 2 MUSCAT n629
FROM AMBASSADOR

E,0, 11652: GUS

YAGS! PFOR, EGENs» MILI, MU

SUBJECT: VIEWS OF SULTAN QABOOS ON OMaN DEVELOPMENTS AND S0UTH
ARABIAN SCENE

{, SUMMARY, SULTAN QABOUS' HIGH SPIRITS ABOUT OMAN'S GENERAL
SITUATION MATCHED THE 120 DEGREE TEMPERATURE OUTSIDE DURING
AMBASSADOR'S 45=MINUTE AUDIENCE MAY 19 AT SEEG FALACE, HN

WAS PROUD OF OMAN'S RECOVERY FRUM 1975 FINANCIAL PROBLEMS

AND EXPANSIVE ABOUT THE FUTURE IN TERMS OF UIL PRUDUCTION aND
REVENUES, FOUCATIONAL PROGRESS, COPPER PRUSPECTS AND FISHING

POTENTIAL, HE EXPRESSED MODERATE SATISFACTIUN WITm FDRY'S  ~ gop
N &
, : CACRRE
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RESFONSIVEWNESS TU CONDITIUNS PLACED ON IT BY SAUDIS IN MARCHK
1976 AGREEMENT SETWEEN RIYADH AND AQEN, BUT OBVIOUSLY FEELS
WJURY 1§ STILL OUT." SAID HE PLANS TALK WITk SHAHW IN

JUNE ABOUYT FUTURE AREAS OF COQPERATION WITH IRAN,; IN wWHQM

HE OBVIGUSLY PLACES MUCH TRUST., DOMESTICALLY, LACK GF
PROGRESS IN AGRICULTURE BUGS nIM, BUT HE DNES NUT KNOW

WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT, SULTAN ASKED WHETHMER IT MIGHL _AKE
POSSIBLE FOR OMAN TQ BUY THREE Cei3u TRANSPURT AJIRCKAFT,

END SUMMARY, '

2. NEAR BEGINNING OF AMBASSADUR'S MaY {9 AIDIENCE W1TH THE
SULTAN, HE MENTIONED FORTHCOMING CONSULTATIUN TN WASHINGTQN
NEXT WEEK AND SAID IT WOULD BE VALUABLE TO CARRY pACK HM'S
PERSONAL COMMENTS ON OMANI DOMESTIC SCENE AND ON RELATIONS
WITH WIS NEIGHBORS AT THIS STAGE, SULTAN OBLIGED WITH
RUNNING COMMENTARY REPOKTED BELOW,

3, SULTAN SAID FINANCES ARE MuCh GETTER THAN A YEAR AGO,
THE BANKERS WHO HAD COME UP WITH WELPFUL RECOMMENQDATIONS
IN EARLY 1975 WHEN OMAN HIT BY CASH FLOW LRISIS HaD VISITeD
HM RECENTLY AND WERE FULL OF PRAISE F(Q® ACTION TAKEN [N
LIMITING AND COORDINATING EXPENDITURES, TRUE THERE wOULD
BE A SMALL DEFICIT THIS YEAR, BUT IT IS INCOUNSEQUENTIAL,
OIL INCOME IS UP CONSIDERABLY AND WM IS OPTIMISTIL ABOUT
MEDIUM TERM RENEFITS FROM NEW FIELDS IN FASTERN DAMOFAR
BEING PREPARED FOR PRODUCTION BY PDU. ALSO, ELF=ERAF'S
INITIAL WELL AND OTHER TESTS OFFSHORE MyUSANDANM HAVE
PROVEN FEASIBILITY OF PROFITABLE NEw Q1. PRUDUCTIUN THERE
WHICH WILL BE SHARED WITH IRAN. SULTAN HAS HIGW HOPES FQR
SUN OIL IN THE SOUTH (OFFSHORE) AND FQR ANDTHER AMERICAN
FIRM, QUINTANA, IN THE NORTHERN INTEKIOR.

4, HM POINTED TO COPPER AND FISHInNG A8 CERTAIN SOURCES

OF NEW INCOME, WITH THE COPPER IT NUW Ts MAINLY & GUFSTION
OF FINDING SOURCES TO HELP WITH HEAVY (CAPITAL INVESTMENT
NEEDED, Y“SOME TELL ME I AmM SITTING UGN A CUPPER EMPIRE.”

HE SAID, HM SAID HWE HAD RELUCTANTLY AGREED T0O THE ReCENT
FISHING COMPACT WITH A JAPANESE CuUMPANY, SINCE JAFANESE

HAD BEEN "STFALING"™ OMAN'S FISHING RESNURCFES RIGHT ALONG,
BUT HE CLAIMED OMAN WILL RECEIVE RFVENUES OF K, 0. 6 MILLION
IN FIRST YEAR ALUNE FROM THIS JAPANES VENTURE EVEN THOUGH

(2
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IT IS LIMITED TO A SMALL PORTION OF COUNTRY'S PUTENTIAL
GROUNDS,

5, SULTAN GLOWED WHEN TALKING ABOUT EDUCATIUN, BUT GLUWERED
IN DISCUSSING AGRICULTURE, HE PRAISED PAST PROGRESS IN
BUILDING SCHOOLS ARQUND OMAN, THOUGH SAYING PAST EDUCATIOwN
MINISTERS LEFT MUCH TO BE DESIRED IN IMAGINATION AND URJIVE,
HE WAS FULSOME IN PRAISE OF NEW MINISTER AHMAD GHAZILI,
SAYING ME "THINKS EXACTLY THE WaY I DO" AND HAS EXCITING
PLANS FOR BUILDING A SECONDARY SCHOOL SYSTEM ANQ FOk
TECHNICAL EDUCATION, ON THE OTHER HAND, AGRICULTURE HAS
BEEN GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT; DESPITE LOTS OF THRASHING ARQUND
AND DEVOTION OF RESQURCES TO THIS SECTOR, IT7T HAS LANGUISHED
ALMOST COMPLETELY, HN SAID fE DUES NOT KNOW WHAT ANSWER

IS, BUT STRONGER EFFORTS MUST BE MAQDE,

6., IN DHOFAR MOUNTAINS, SAID HM, DEVELOPMENT EMPHASIS
WILL BE ON CATTLE INDUSTRY WITH ANY THOUGHT OF PLANTATION
CROPS THERE ABANDONED, HE NOTED THAT RFPS FROM SALD]
ARABIS'S ARAB DEVELOPMENT FUND HAVE FINALLY ARRIVED AND
HE HAS NOT GIVEN UP HOPE OF AID FROM RIYADH FUR DhOFAR
DEVELOPMENT, THOUGH CUSTOMARY SAUDI S_LOWNESS IS DISHEART=
ENING, HE EXPECTS THAT IN TIME OHOFAR ECONOMY WILL GAIN
NOTABLY FROM QIL ACTIVITY AND EMPLOYMENT. JUST AS W]ILL BE
THE CASE IN MUSANDAM ONCE ELF=ERAP BECOMES GEARED UP,

ALL IN ALL, HE SAID, IMMEDIATE FUTURE caN BE PICTURED AS
BRIGHT, MEDIUM=TERM AS FULL OF ENCOURAGING SIGNS, AND LONGe
TERM AS REASONABLY OPTIMISTIC PROVIDED EDUCATION LEVELS
CAN BE RAISED AND TECHICAL SKILLS ABSORBED.

7. SULTAN SPOKE IN PARTICULARLY DETERMINED FASHION WHEN
MENTIONING THAT SOME CRITICS SAY THERE ARE TOO MANY
PRESTIGE PROJECTS, HE STRONGLY DISAGREED. MANY THINGS
HAD TO BE BUILT, WOULD COST MUCH MORE IF DELAYED EVEN A
FEW YEARS, HE DEFENDED NEW DESALTING POWER PLANT THOUGH
ADMITTING MISTAKES HAD BEEN MADE IN IT, ALSU IN SUMEWHAT
DEFENSIVE TONE HE SPOKE OF BAC AIR UEFFNSE SYSTEM,
ASSERTING HE HAS LOOKED INTO IT CAREFULLY BECAUSE OF
ESCALATING COSTS AND HAS RECENTLY SET a FIRM UPFER LIMIT
FOR EXPENDITURE ON IT (DID NOT GIVE THF FIGURE), THOUGH
ONLY SOUTH YEMEN WAS A PODSSIBLE THREAT AT PRESENT, KE
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SAID, HE BELIEVED A FIRM DEFENSIVE POSTURE ESSENTIAL IF
HE IS8 TC DEAL ON SATISFACTORY BASIS WITh ALL HIS NEIGnBORS,

8, CONTINUING ON PDRY, HM EXPRESSED GENERAL SATISFALTION
WITH WAY IN WHICH PDRY MAS RESPONDED TO NEW RELATIONSHIPRS

3STABLISHED WITH SAUDIS IN EARY MARCH, SAID NU SHELLING

HAS OCCURRED ALONG BORDER FOR THREE WEEKS NOW, AND HE
THINKS CENTRAL GUVERNMENT IN ADEN WAS SAT ON PFLO HARD=
LINERS FAIRLY HARD ALTHOUGH SOME FRESH AMMO May Bt REACHING
TROUBLEMAKERS ALONG BORDER DESPITE THIS, HE IS CONCERNED.
HOWEVER, BY VERY RECENT INTELLIGENCE REPORT FROM USULALLY
RELIABLE SOURCE INDICATING A SAUDI VISITOR TO ADEN HAS
SUGGESTED 5:.DIS WILL PROVIDE MOUNEY FOR ALL PDRY MILITARY
SALARIES. HE FINDS THIS, IF TRUE, OUITE INCONGRyYOUS =

AND ASKED IF WE HAD HEARD SAME THING.
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9, ASKED WHAT HE FORESAW IN RELATIONS WITH IRAN NOW THAT
WAR IS OVER, SULTAN REPLIED HE wOULD BE EXCRANGING

IDEAS ON THIS WITH SHAH IN IRAN NEXT MNONTH, HE SALD THE
"TWO THOUSAND OR SO" IRANIAN TROOPS IN DHOFAR WQULD REMAIN
FOR SOME TIME, FOR ME BELIEVED IN KEEPING UP RIS GUARD

FOR SUFFICIENT TIME TO BE MORE CONFIDENT QF PORY INTENTIUNS,
SHOULD PRESSURE BUILD UP TO ASK FOR IRANIANS TO GG, HE
COULD ALWAYS POINT PUBLICLY YO THE CUBANS IN PDRY, HE
THOUGHT SCOPF FOR FUTURE COOPERATION WITH TRAN WAS EXe
TENSIVE: PERHAPS IN FISHERIES, IMPORTATION OF SOME
SPECIALIZED AGRICULTURAL WORKERS, OIL PROQULTION UFF
MUSANDAM, ETC. "I FIND MYSELF COMPLETELY AT EASE aBOUT

THE IRANIANS, MORE SO THAN ABOUT SOME ARABS" HE CONFIDED.
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10, REACTING YO AMBASSADOR'S COMMENT THAT O0BVIOUSLY THE
SUPPORT RENDERED BY SEVERAL FRIENDLY STATES IN WIS REGION
HAD BEEN CREAY HELP IN WINNING DHOFAR waR, HM AFFIRMED
THIS WAS SO AND THAT EVERYTHING HAD BEEN WELCOMED, THIS
WOULD CONTINUE TO BE CASE, HE SAIp, THOUGW ONE MUST NOT
EXPECT UMAN TO GO AROUND HAT IN HAND, SULTAN SAID FIRMLY
THIS SIMPLY WAS NQOT HIS NATURE, NOR DIn OMAN'S SITUAT]ION
DEMAND SUCH A PQOSTURE, BUT OMAN WILL BE GRATEFUL WHEN=
EVER ITS FRIEND WHO KNOW THE SITUATION OF THIS COUNTRY
THAT GOT SUCH A LATE START ON MOUDERNIZATION, WANT TO CHIP
IN IN SOME APPROPRIATE METHOD,

i -w_.,\“
\

11, HM RESERVED HIS ONE REGUEST TO THE END. HE ASKED
IF AMBASSADOR WOULD SOUND OUT THE POSSISILITY OF OMaN BUYING
C=13¢ TEANSPORT AIRCRAFT FOR ITS AIR FORCE,., SAID IRANIAN v
Ce130S HAZ IMPRESSED OMANIS GREATLY, AND IF THERE IS
PRACTICAL PROSPECT OF PURCHASING ABOUT THREE, WITh PAYNENT9
SPREAD OVER A FEW YEARS, HE WOULD GIVE THE IDEA SERIOUS '
CONSIDERATION, AMBASSADOR AGREED TO TEST GROUND FOR THIS
WHILE IN DEPARTMENT, s ot S &
SR e e

S

12, COMMENT, HM WAS RELAXED AND A MITE MORE CHEERFUL

THAN USUAL. HE OBYIOUSLY IS CONVINCED OMAN'S ECONOMY

AND DEVELOQPMENT WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE AMEAD RaAPIOLY, IT

SEEMS APPARENT THAT IF HE COULD HAVE ONE WISH ON THE INTERNAL
SCENE, IT WOULD BE TO FIND SOMEOUNE TO WQRK SOME MODEST
MIRACLES GIVINGOMANI AGRICULTURE A PUSH AHEAD, THOUGH

HE WAS APPROPRIATELY JUDICIOUS IN REMARKS ABOUT THE Saupls,
HM CLEARLY IS IRKED BY THEIR TRADITIONAL SLOWNESS, HE

REMAINS COMPLETELY CONFIDENT OF ThE SHAHM'S GOOD INTENTIONS,
ZSEIFEL
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