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PRIORITY /ROUTINE 
ESA4170M8025 . 
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DE RUQM~T #0515 1190740 
P R 280555Z APR 76 
FM AMEM8ASSY MUSCAT 

l~:r ·,':: ..... ·-r- · 
' ·-------.-,....,_ 

r~ ---··- _________ ..,,,_ 

TO SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY 2068 

INFO AMEMBASSY JIDDA 227 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 232 

\'"." . ._.., _ ...... 

AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 225 

S E C R E T MUSCAT 0515 
::r.; :: . ··: 

' · :i• .• ·,r .. _ 
EXDIS. . 
E.D. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS! PFOR' MARR1 MU, UK, US 
SUBJECT: MASIRAH ISLAND 

~~-i .. ~ . -- .. -
cc:;.:;, ----

. . 
1. FOREIGN MINISTER ZAHAWI ON APRIL 27 ASKED IF I WOULD FIND OUT 
WHAT IS THE PRESENT USG POSITION ON USE OF MA$1RAH ISLANO, WHICH 
SECR~TARY KISSINGER HAO BROUGHT UP WITH SULTAN QABDOS IN JANUA~Y 
1975. ZAWAWI SAID HE IS ASKED NOW AND THEN By NEWSMEN WHATEVER 
HAPPENDED TO THE U.S. REQUEST, AND IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO LEARN 
WASHINGTON'S POSITION ON IT NOH. I UNDERTOOK TO GET SOMETHING FDR 
HIM AS SOON ·AS POSSIBLE, ANO IN ANY CASE BEFORE MID~MAY WHEN I WOULD 
BE LEAVING FOR WASHINGTON CONSULTATION. 

. - ' 

2. COMMENT: IS WORTH NOTING THAT THIS IS THENFIRST TIME I RECALL 
HAVING BEEN ASKED ABOUT MASIRAH BY ANY OMANI OFFICIAL SINCE MATTER 
SURFACED IN WASHINGTON OVER 15 tWNTHS AGO •. CAN ONLY GULSS AT WHAT 
REALLY PROMPTED ZAWAHl'S SUDDEN INTEREST IN QUESTION, ANO MY GUESS 
WOULD BE THAT OMANIS HAVE SENSED THAT BRITISH SOON WILL BE GIVING 
THEM NOTICE OF THEIR DEPARTURE FROM MASIRAH AIRBASE AND THESE­
FDRE ARE STARTING Tn THINK ABOUT WHERE THIS LEAVES THEM :_ 
PARTICULARLY ON MAINTENANCE OF BASE FACILITIE 1 AND LIVELIHOOD OF 
OHANI ISLANDEERS DEPENDENT ON JOBS WITH RAFM 

" . 
- ~ 

3. LAST 11 IF ASKED" GUIDANCE I HAVE ON MASIRAH QUESTION WAS IN 
75 STATE 247257 ANO OBVIOUSLY IS PARTLY DATED IN VIEW OF VARIOUS 
US-UK EXCHANGES IN PAST SIX WEEKS OF WHICH.DEPARTMENT HAS KEPT 
HE INFO MED. WOULD WELCOME DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE FOR REPLY TO 
ZAWAWI'S INQUIRY. Cl WOULD PLAN TO RESPOND.DIRECTHBO HIM, BUT 
IN EVENT MY LONG-SThNDING REQUEST FOR AUDIENCE WITH SULTAN QABODS 

. 
1l 1.' /13 

" -H 
-:~· 
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COMES THROUGH SOON, AS I NOW.HAVE REASON TO EXPECT1 THERE HAY 
BE SOME MERIT IN TALKING ABOUT THIS WITH THE SULTAN.) 
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Department of State TELEGRAM 

1, 4 
ACTION NEA•10 

NSC-~5 PA-01 PR$·01 SP-02 ss~15 USIA-06 SCCT-01 1~96 w 
••••••••M••·-------~· 041~61 

R Ol40340Z MAV 16 
FM AMEM6ASSY MUSCAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2~64 

!NFO A~tMdASSY A~U DHABI 
AMl!:MBASSY JIDDA 
AMF.MAASSY LONDON 
AMF.M8ASSY SANA 
AMFMBASSY TEHRAN 

G n N-F I D E N T I A L MUSCAT 0531 

F..n. 11652: GOS 
TA~S: MOPS, MORG, PINS, MU 
SURJ~CT: OMAN MILITARY COMMANDER DISCUSSES DHOFAR SITUAl!ON ANO 
ruRRENT SAF MILITARY PLANNING 

'• SUMMARY. ASIDE FROM SPORADIC SHFLLING OF FORWARD DMANT 
POSITIONS ARnuND SARFATT IN WESTERN OHOFAH, THE MILITARY SCENE 
!N THAT PROVINCE HAS BEEN QUIET SINC~ DECE~B~Ra CIVIL ACTION TO 
REHABILITATE ANO BEGIN DEVELOPMENT OF THE JARAL JS STILL BOGGED 
nQWN, WITH OMAN STILL HOPING FOR FINANCIAL AID FROM THE SAUDIS~ 
TM~ SULTAN HAS OEC!DEO TO DIVIDE HIS ARMED FORCES INTO THREE 
SEPARATE SERVICES IN 1977 1 AND IS GREATLY !NCR~ASING THE 
FlRQA (IRREGULAR, COMPONENT OF HIS FORCES. END SUMMARY~ 

~. OHOFAR MILITARY SITUATIONw IN SHORT BRIEFING R~QUESTEn 
BY AM8ASSADQR, CSAF GENERAL PERKINS SA!U MILITARY SCFNF IN DHOFAR 
HAS ~EEN ALMOST COMPLETELY CALM SINCE OECEM6ERQ ONf CAN SAY 
WITH CONVICTION THE WAR ENOEO FOUR QR FlVE MONTHS AGn~ 
OEFtCTO~S KEEP COMING IN (SAF ANNOUNCEMENT ON APRIL 18 SAID 
~3~ ~EM8ERS OF PFLO ACCEPTED SULTANiS ANNESTV OFF~R ~INCF 
OE~EMBE~ 1~, 1975, ANO ALL HAO BEEN PARDONED'Q PERKINS SAID 

... L.//11I13 .. / . " - -· 

FOftM DS·1652 
a.sis 
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..COl>IF I OE~T I AL; 

THFRE ARE PERHAPS 40•50 PE~AINTNG GUF.R~ILLAS WHO AR~ CENTEPED 
!N THf JABAL AROUND MARBATv MOST OF THEM LOOK FOR LEADERSHIP 
TO ONE RASHID HAMUD ANO SAF HAS REASON TO BELIEVE HE MAY SOON 
TUR~ HIMSELF IN. S!NCE DECEM~ER, MINING AND SN!P!N~ INCIDENTS T~ 
JARAL HABE BEEN PRACTICAL~Y NIL BUT PERKINS SUSPECTS T~EV 
MAV INCNEASE SOMEWHAT DURINS THE MONSOON. 

3. MAlN EXCEPTION TO QUIET SITUATION HAS BEEN OCCASlON!L FIRING 
AT SARFAIT ev ROCK~TS ANn M.O~TARS - SOME HAVE COME FRO~ 0MANI 
~lOf UF 80ROF.R AND SOME FROM PnRY. NO ONE HAS 8EF.~ KILLEn AND 
TH~RE HAS REEN LITTLE DAMAGE. FIRE HAS NOT SEEN RETURNfDo 
?ERK!NS' THEORV IS THAT REMAINING PFLO REB'-LS ANO SUPPORTERS 
NAVE SEEN USING UP THEIR AMMO STOCKS THOUGH HE ALSO SUSPECTS 
LOCAL PORY COMMANOER AT HAUF MAY BE D~L!BERATfLY TURNING A 
RL!Nn F.YE TO SOMF CONTINUING ASSISTANCE FROM PO~Y TYPES 0 

PER~tNS THINKS THIS PE8EL FIRING MAY CEASE ALTOGETHEP 
~N MONTH OR SO. ASKE~ IF SULTAN QABOO& IS EQUALLY RELAXED 
HE INDICATED THAT REEMS TO BE THE CASE. HE NOTED THAT ALL 
RESUPPLY OF SARFAIT ANO SURROUNDING POSITIONS IS ~V AIR. 
THOUGH SAF HAD PLANNED TO CO~STRUCT A ROAD THROUGH TO SARFAIT, 
PROJECT WAS STCPPEn JUST OVER HALFWAY FROM MANSTO~ s~c•u~E 
nlFFICULT TERRAIN WOlJLO HAVE MADE FINANCIAL COST PROHIBITIVE. 

4. OHOFAR CIVIL ACTION. Pf~KINS SAID THfRE HAS dEEN VERY 
l.ITTL~ PRUGRESS ON ECONOMIC FRO~T SINCE WAR ENDED, lN FACT 
REALLY NONF AT ALL~ NO ONE HAS COME UP wIT~ MONEY AND EVEN IF 
THF- S•UOIS 00 SO SOON THERE CANNOT BE ANV VlSI~LE ?ROGRE~S 
tJl'l"l'IL FALL. rFOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI TOL.D 4MBAt;SADl"lf< L..6ST 
WEF~ HE NOW EXPECTS A SAUDI COMMITTEE TO A~RIVE IN M!D•MIY 
TU LOOK AT OHQFAR FIRST HAND AND RECOMMEND TO RIYADH ~MAT 
PROJECTS MIGHT USEFUL~Y ~E FUNOtO TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC PEHAA AND 
nEVELOPMENT IN THE JABALe lAWAWI AnQED THAT SAUDI FOREIGN 
MINISTER HAS ASSURED H!M THIS COMMITTEE WILL &E UNMEP JN• 
STRUCTIONS TO TAKE A POSITIVE LOOK AND BE GENEROUS IN YTS 
R~COMMENDATIONSQ) 

R. P~RKINS MAOF. CLEAR HE ODES NOT CONSlOEK CIVI~ Ar.TYON AS SAF 
RU~INESS ANY MORE. DURING THE PIGMTlNG, VES, BUT NO~ IT 
SHr.ULO 6E A CIVILIAN OPERATION EXCtPT FOR SOME ROAO AN~ TRACK 
MA~NTENANCE. PERKINS SAin ME S~ES CIVIL ~LTION SHAPING UP IN 

-CONF ! DE'.tH I Air. 
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Department of State TELEGRAM 
CONFIOFN'f-!--A-1;-

~ur.H A WAY THAT WALI 6RA!K, GOVERNOR OF OHOFAk, WILL on THE 
r.ONTRACTING FQR ROADS, BUILDINGS ANO OTHER f ACILIT!~S AN~ THEN 
r.ENTRAL GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES WILL MOVE IN lO AOMINlST~R WMAT 
TS BUILT. 

6. SAF ORGANIZATION ANO STRENGTH. PERKIN~ CONFIRMED THAT THE 
~UI TOI HA$ DECID!:O ro HAVE THRFE. SEPARATE ARMtn St:RV!CfS ~ITH 
h SMALL CENTRAL COORnI~ATING STAFF. ThIS w!LL REPLA~F PRFSENT 
~AF SETUP, WITH CHANGEOVER TD TAKE EFFECT WHEN P~RKINS' TOUR 
ENns !N Min-1977. nETA!LS NOW BEING WOR~FD OUT~ PERKrNS 
~A~D HE !S ~LEASE WITH PROGRFSS IN OMANIZATION OF ARMEn 
F 0 RC F'.'. S AN 0 H 1:£ P ER S 0 N 4 l. L Y SEE 5 M 0 R F.' A S 0 N W l"I Y T rl ! S C HH1 0 T ~ E 
r.OMPL~TELY ACCOMPLISHED ~y 198~·1981. ~OME EXPATRIAlF ~PFCIAL• 
1STS INCLUDING PILOTS WOULn BE NEEDEn THE~~AFiF.~, HOWEVEP. Hf 
MENT!UNtD THAT SULTAN INTENDS TO ADO 3,0~0 NE~ MEMBtRS TO THf 
FIRQA (lRHEGULAR FORCES TN TME JA6AL'• 

7, NO~THFRN OMAN. ASKED IF PFLO WAS SHOWN ANY SIGN OF R~ACTING 
TO JHOFAR DEFEAT ~y CAUSING PRneLtMS IN TH~ NORTH, P~RKINS 
REPLitO TH~HE MAS NOT BEFN ANY SIGN OF THIS. aUT A FFw MINOR 
nIFFICUl,.TIES riAVF. r:ONTINUEO IN t'illSANDAM, ATTRP~UT~Rl..F: TO LONG• 
~TAN~ING PRO~l.eMS ~ET~EEN 0MAN!5 iN THAT "EGJON ANO TRTbFS FPQM 
RA~ AL.•i<.HAIMAH. Rt:CENT TROUBLE l"fAS ei::t:N IN AREA SQl!lHwFST OF 
1.IMAH 6ND SAF ?E~fNTLY ReINFORCE~ !TS SM&~L CONTINGtNT IN THAT 
\I Ir.IN l TY .. 
WOLLE' 

FORM 05·1 esa 
8·CiCi 
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COVERING SECRET 

The Honorable 
Henry A Kissinger 
Secretary of State 
State Department 
Washington DC 

~ \ l. ,L\ 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON. D.C . 

7 May 1976 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and 

Commonwealth T-1ffair~, Mr .tl.llt~on~· Crosla11d, has as}:ed 

me to forward the enclosed message to you • 

f- Peter Ramsbotham 
H M Amb~ssador 

0 

I 

.. 
l l .! 

t.' COVERING SECllBT 
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SECRET 

Masirah Island 

Talking Points 

(For use if you have decided that we should not oppose 
British departure from Masirah as presently planned.) 

We have been urgently considering the Masirah question. 
Although we have not definitivelydstermined our own interest 
there for the inunediate future, or in the long term, we have 
decided that there would be no particular advantage to us in 
seeking to further delay British withdrawal. Accordingly , we 
now have no problems with your plans to inform the Sultan 
of your withdrawal by the end of this year, or your proceeding 
to work out arrangements with him concerning future British 
involvement in running the airfield under an Ornani flag. 

-- If we determine that we have some interest in the base, 
we will proceed to initiate discussions directly with the O~ani 
Government. We will, of course, consult closely with your 
government at each step along the way .. 

.. . - . 

SECRET~ 

.. 
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SECRET 

Masirah Island 

Talking Points 

(For use if you have decided that we should seek to persuade 
the British to continue to operate the airfield at Masirah 
under their existing lease for one more year.) 

-- We have been urgently considering the Masirah Island 
question for some time now. Although we have not yet finally 
determined our level of interest, our interest is real. 

-- We believe it would be most advantageous to discuss 
with the Omanis our interests in a coordinated fashion with 
yqu, and in the context of your own withcirawal. We also sus-; 
pect that your negotiations ·with the Omanis would be facilitat(')::. 
·i~ carried on in the ~ontext of some US replacement for your 
role there. 

. 
-- We ·will be in a position to begin to \'lork out a coordi--

.:. .r : • ••• · na.!:e.~·.~~fro.t-!-.at~.ng appr,9ac;J1: i:Q.-:t~l~ o:nr:tni:·cm.;eimr..pn~ .. ~--::P:b.i~~ C\· · •. ; ...... -. 
·• :· · ··, .: · £ew·weeks_. ... •. ·. ·. ·:· ······ · · •' ... · -:.·· • ·: · · · · "·' · ·. ·~· · ,· · ·. ·-. .·· 

-- If you are agreeable, I believe that an arrangement 
agreeable to your Government, my Government, and the Omani 
Government could be worked out allowing for substantial British 
withdrawal from Masirah during 1977. 

- . 

-~I~ 
L:- I :2/ 'I/ tJ 3 

. >·"' .'!.! e. /,.!_3.. , . 
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SECRET 

Talking Points 

(For use if you have decided that we should seek as our 
objective an indefinite continued British presence on Masirah.) 

--·we have been urgently studying the Masirah question 
for some time. In the context of our mutual interests in 
the Persian Gulf and in the strategically important northwest 
quadrant of the Indian Ocean, we believe it is vitally 
important trat the RAF base on Masirah be maintained indefini tel~:. 
We have come to this conclusion realizing full well that it 
runs contrary to the thrust of your 1974 defense review. 

-- We fully realize the burden which this request places 
on your Gove:r-m~12nt. He Ul"lC:erstand u.nd appreciate you.c c\:O:sir.:;; 
to terminate your political commitment in Oman at this propi ti01.::.~­
tirne, irt the wake of your successful conclusion of the Dhofar 
War. We realize the political liabilities to any British 
Government of a continued milit~ry establishment east of ·sucz. 
We understand the financial burden. We understand the morale 
problem of the RAF in maintaining a datachment of several 
hundred British airmen on an island as desolate as Masirah. 

Nevertheless, you will understand that it would be a 
far more difficnl t., perh2ps impossible / ta~:k to--in effect-­
establish. a new US military facility in the Indian Ocean area, 
given the present mood of the ~..merican body politic and the 
attitudes of the Congress ~s reflected in our struggle to 
maintain the facility at Diego Garcia. 

-- You are aware of the growing Soviet involvement in the 
Indian Ocean. You are aware of the rather formidable successes 
of Soviet global strategy recently in Southern Africa. We 

·share the view that the Indian Ocean ought to be a zone of peacs; 
that we and the Soviets should work out suitabl~ agreements 
on arms. rcstr2int in the. area. :Cut, \·72 both rea.li :.:e that th2 
only way to deal with the Soviets on arms restraint--in the 
Indian Oceari, or anywhere else--is from a position of strength . 

.. ~nilateral withdrawal of· the Rl .. F from nasir<lh ~-muld result i:1 c. 
- serious degradation of our military capabilities in the northwes: 

quadrant. We have therefore concluded that it is vit~lly 
important in our mutual interest to maintain the RAF base on 
Masirah. 



I 
I • 
I 
I 

•' 

·---·-

.. 
-SEGRE~ 

Dear Henry 

When we met on 24. April you raised the subject of 

Masirah, and I agreed to have the question looked at again 

urgently, although I told you that any deferment of the 

schedule presented us with considerable difficulties. 

I have looked into this. Your request docs cause me 

cor.iside.:.:i.ble uifiiculti es, since our plans to leave Masirah 

have reached an i?.dV2.nced stage a..~d I c::n t:.."'1.d.::r pr~ss· •. u:.:;; [XOiiL 

the Sul t~n to discuss his plans for an SOii.F flying school at 

Masirah. My officials have been diGcussing this qucs·cion 

with yours for some time new, but we have not yet been given 

an indication of any proposals you tnay have for involvement 

in the area. 

·Having said this, I w1derstand· the extent of your 

invo1vement with other important issues at the present time, 

and particule!rly in 1~fric2_ , which is very :!.~portz.nt to both 

our interests at the moment. I have therefore decided to 

refrain from immediate action on this suhjcct until we have 

a chance to discuss the matter further at the NATO meeting 

in l·Iay. I a1u sure you will recognise, however, the necessi t v 

for us thereafter to take immediate action on this matter . 
with the Sultiln. I therefore hope that before we meet it 

·will be possible for your officials to make final rccommendatic. 

to you concerning the modalities of our withdri.lwal of the 

RAF station on Masirah. 

Warmest regards, 

Tony Crosland 
0 

·'-//11/13 

7 May 1976 
··---. ---- ·~-- -· ·--.-. ......... 

. . 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

SEGRET(GDS)ATTACHMENT 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

ROBERT B. OAKLEY~ 

2856 

ACTION 

May 21, 1976 

SUBJECT: Presidential Reply to the Sultan of Oman 

We received only this week from the Department of State a letter to 
the President from the Sultan of Oman along with a suggested reply 
(approved by the Secretary's staff- -draft at Tab II). It took one month 
before State informed us they had this letter. 

The memorandum at Tab I to the President transmits the letter, 
summarizes its contents and recommends a letter of reply--a shortened 
version of the State draft which has been reviewed and cleared by 
Messrs. Horan, Clift, Low and Boverie as well as Mr. Hartmann's 
office (Smith). 

RECOMMEND_~TION: That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to 
the President transmitting the Sultan's letter at Tab Band seeking 
the President's signature on the reply at Tab A. 

APPROVE ------

SEGREr (GDS) ATTACHMENT 



l 
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MEMORANDUM --
THE WHITE HOUSE 

-SECRE'f- (GDS) 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION 

THE PRESIDENT 

BRENTSCOWCROFT 

Letter from the Sultan of Oman-­
Proposed Reply 

The Department of State has transmitted a letter to you from the Sultan 
of Oman at Tab B. A proposed reply is at Tab A. His Majesty recalls 
with pleasure his meeting with you during his January 1975 visit to 
Washington. 

The Sultan expresses admiration for your policies of opposing outside 
(Soviet, Cuban) intervention in Angola and elsewhere in Africa and 
the broader Middle East/Indian Ocean region and concern about the 
trend of Soviet activities in these areas. He does so because of Oman's 
experience with this problem--radical South Yemen's backing (with 
Soviet arms and support) of a rebellion in Oman's western (Dhofar) 
province. Through a combination of firmness on the Sultan's part; 
military assistance from an Iranian brigade, a small Jordanian con­
tingent and British officers seconded to the Omani armed forces; 
and Saudi financial incentives to South Yemen for moderation, the 
rebellion has apparently been defeated. 

The Sultan remains concerned over the activities ("expansionist 
policies 11

) of the Soviet Union in the general Indian Ocean area, in­
cluding Southern and East Africa and the Persian Gulf. The possibility 
of a resurgence of radicalism in South Yemen is also of concern, and 
the Sultan points out the military support which that country has received 
from the USSR (we estimate some 300 advisers) and the Cubans (we 
estimate 100-200 advisers), although he acknowledges that neither 
Cubans nor Soviets participated directly in the Dhofar rebellion. The 
Sultan asks that you not forget the common interests of the US and 
Oman in combatting Soviet expansion and radicalism, especially in 
the Indian Qcean area. He hopes to maintain a dialogue with us on 
subjects of mutual concern in this area. 

-SECRET (GDS) 

'j/11/13~ . . 

Subject to GDS of E. O. 11652 

Automatically Downgraded at 
Two Year Intervals and Declassified 
on December 31, 1984. 
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SEGREt- (GDS) ~2-

The Sultan's letter provides an opportunity for you to strongly reaffirm 
support for friends such as Oman in a common effort to oppose outside 
intervention and the growth of Soviet influence generally. We have 
strong interests in a sound relationship with Oman, given its position 
straddling the entrance to the Persian Gulf, its commitment to the West 
and the US, its moderation and its desire to collaborate with other 
friends in the Gulf area in the interests of regional stability. We may 
wish to discuss with the Sultan the possibility of using Omani airfields, 
ports or other facilities to support our military activities in the Indian 
Ocean--Persian Gulf area, particularly given the abandonment by the 
UK of an airfield it has operated on Oman's Masirah Island and the 
probability that we shall have to pull COMIDEASTFOR out of Bahrain. 

The proposed letter at Tab A is responsive to concerns raised by the 
Sultan. It will be well received by him and will also give us an opening 
should we wish to explore at some later date the possible use of Omani 
military facilities. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the letter to the Sultan of Oman at 
Tab A. [Text coordinated with Mr. Hartmann 1s office (Mr. Smith).] 

SECRET (GDS) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Your Majesty: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the situation 
in your area. Recalling with pleasure our meeting 
last year, I certainly appreciate this opportunity 
to exchange views with you on matters of concern 
to both our countries. 

I am pleased that Your Majesty's policy of firmness 
towards the Communist-dominated rebels in Dhofar 
has had success. This is a tribute to the efficacy of 
your military strategy--firmness tempered with 
restraint at the appropriate time--as well as of your 
foreign policy. I wish Your Majesty further success 
in your efforts in support of the civil development 
of that region. 

As Your Majesty points out, the challenges which 
your country has faced are a reflection of a broader 
problem which affects the region as a whole. My 
Govermnent has made clear that we do not accept 
the adventuristic activities of outside powers to 
advance their presence and influence. 

I appreciate Your Majesty's perspective on the 
situation in southern Africa. The remaining 
serious problems there offer similar temptations 
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for the Soviet Union and make more urgent the need 
for finding solutions to the problems of racial 
injustice in Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa. 
My Govermnent has recently affirmed our support 
for self-determination, majority rule, equal rights 
and human dignity for all the peoples of southern 
Africa and outlined a series of proposals to support this 
policy. It is grounded in the conviction that no outside 
power should seek to impose solutions or divide Africa 
into confronting blocs. Nor should ambitions of 
hegemony be encouraged. Rather, African unity and 
integrity should be supported. 

Developments in Africa and the activities of the 
Soviet Union have also been a factor in my Govern­
ment1s position with regard to our role in the Indian 
Ocean and the areas bordering on it. It is our view 
that restraint in Soviet military deployments in the 
Indian Ocean and forbearance from adventurism 
generally are essential to improving the prospects for 
the stability of the region as a whole. 

I can assure Your Majesty that the United States will 
continue its firm stand in opposition to Soviet pressure 
and expansionism and that we will continue to seek 
moderate Soviet behavior. In turn, we look to the 
states of the regions affected by such ambitions, 
including the Middle East, to promote their own 
security through regional cooperation and we are 
prepared to work with them to this end. I am aware 
of the particular effort which Oman, under your 
leadership, has made. The success which has thus 
far been achieved demonstrates the beneficial effort 
of regional cooperation. In this context, I very much 
agree with Your Majesty that we maintain a dialogue 
on ways to deal with problems of mutual concern in 
your area of the world • 



Be assured of my hope that relations between Oman 
and the United States shall be strengthened for the 
future. I wish Your Majesty and the people of Oman 
a future blessed with peace and security as well as 
good fortune. 

Sincerely, 

His Majesty 
Sa yyid Qaboos bin Said al Bu Said 
Sultan of Oman 
Muscat 
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The Pa1::tce, 

muRc8t, 

Sultanate of Oman. 

28th March, 19760 

our fi rRt Rit tn tltP United ~tates; a short ~Jt 

satisfyinp exrn~rience which g8,ve us the 01:y0ortlmi t;y o:f 

meeting yon :::ind your senior o ciFils j:nvo1vAd in fn....,eipn 

affairs. SincP. that ti rrie we hqve n~tu:rally 'foll o'.cren 

Amf:ric8.n :;oli.cy v:i t~~ ::i. 

nnw appreciation of your 

In our O'.'ffi c nun_try 

onal interest 

countr~.'· 

chan~es hPVP occurred a~d 

it j_s now much s+:ronser and more settled tltan it was at 

the time of our meetingo The most imnortant c~e , 

as you are unaoubted1y avJEtre, iri ou-r successful conclusion 

of the foreign-sup!Jorted rt>bellion in Dhofar after ten 

years of struggle, V'Thich diverted national resources from 

develo}Jment yirojects into projects. Thank?. bP 

to God, most of the rebe1s sa.w the error of their ways 

and most of them, some one thousand four hundred, defected 

voluntarily from the enemy before the final military 

victory. 

We have chosen to mention our own modest successes 

because we believe that they have a bearing upon one of the 

problems which has been plaguing American policy-makers 

recently. That problem is the sunport of national Leftist 
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guerril18S by a combi.n<:ition of material sui1no:rt from 

the Soviet Union, military supuort from Cuba, the use 

of safe-havens for these truerri11as offerea by neiti;hbouring 

l'vlarxist-o:riE=mtea States anf! the world-wide dissemination 

of Soviet-insn:i.red -propap:a:nda. The latest case in noint, 

and the one thRt h::=rn dravm world-vd.de atteY'.t; on, hPs hee-n 

the intervention of other States in the int.ernaJ aff'2irs 

of Ane;ola. 

As you are aw·are from our dir:-cussion at the Whi tR 

House in Jariusr;r 1975, AnP:ola. is not the f:Lrs-t; CR.Se o-f 

struro'~"le in Dhofar, the Sovi. Union assi~ted the Tihofar 

rebels \'Tith arms and mi1i.-+;2.ry tra:ini11rr, eitYier di-rect1y 

or thr011.ri:h the assi8tance of the rn=d. r-hbo11.r:i l1f" St~=:i.te, the 

Peonle's Democratic Benubli.c of Yemen. In recent years 

the rebPls ·were assisted 1.vi th milii:nry trainjn(" by nuban 

person:iel. Unlike the case of Angola, Cuban Ar3vise:rs oj d 

not, as far as vve know, Hctua1ly take part in the fi.r;ht:i.nf"o 

Oman, therefore, i~ oui t.e familiar vlith the 

Soviet/Cuban co;".'.lbin<:J.tion, and this cornbin2-tton has created 

some unease; not just durin.o: the conflict itself. 1.Ye have 

long regarded the growinG presence in the area of the Soviet 

Union wi t'h concern, notinc the position that it he.s acquired 

with res~ect to East and Southern Africa, the l'Taval presence 

in the Indian Ocean, its growing influence around the 

periphery of that Ocean, ancl the failure.of Area States to 

take organised action to counter this growinc; influence. 
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We therefore are heartened by the firm position 

taken both by you, Mr. President, and some of your 

responsible Officers in statements made recently on 

the subject of foreign interventj on in the intern8.l 

affairs of othP.r States. Al though our ovm fir~hting is 

over, we continue to view with alarm the sprea.d of 

similar situations. 7/e anpreciate the fact tliat so 

long as a favourable clirnBte for interference exj_sts, 

armed violence •nil1 continue to plague our area., 

Oman is an old and yiroud count.ry w:i.th its o·.rrn 

traditions of' civilisation, U8.V8-l and militc:::ry nro•;..ress; 

traclitions wh:i r:h are once more emern-inP:" 1.'J:i.th the rebirth 

of its neo'l)lP. '7r: are prow'! of' mir victorv in Dhof8.r, 

nrirnarily ber:8use it wps achievecl by the return of the 

rebels to the Slm-::;ort of th r ovm 1JeonlA anr'l .ri-mrPrrir1 P.n+. 

rather th:::in by massive sl :=i1.1r?hter in battl c., The fevv 

reheJ.s who remain are for the most nart convinced 

C ornrrrunist revolutionaries, harbonring wherever the;r can 

find shelter and he.ving no 9onular supnort. 

Oman, ho 1··'ever, recognises thA-t the threFlt from 

revo1ution, 11romotefl by forei.o;n 9tates Rnd irrnnired by 

:Marxist ideolop;ies and propat;anda, still exists anii will 
remain constanto We are D8rticulc:1 rly concerned thR.t the 

peo'l)les of fiouthern Africa, whatever their ethnic origins, 

should be allor,red to develop their O'!rn form of f"OVernment, 

without the influence of terror in su.pport o:f the Soviet 

Union's expansionist policy. Sun~orted by the great 

majority of the OmP-ni people, we remain resisti:.rnt to 
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thcRe threats. 

At the same time we apnlaud effort'"'l mr>de by 

more !l01'.rerfu1 and more in:f11JentiA.1 :::ltatm~ to corrib8.t 

the same tendRnciPs in world aff8irs, nartir.nJ8rJy 

those in the Indi<in OcePn area, where cmr 1t11Y'e rriust 

to rwme extent be involvea. ~.ve h0r:e th0 t. you, 

Mro PresidP.nt., Pnn the Unit.ed State"l GoverPment;, vri.ll 

not fOY'J'l'et Orn::<n's role in combatti:n.P; a cof'.1I7'on enerry :in 
the days to come an~ th~t our two NRtions ll Y'Pmain 

bound by t;he same ties of common i.ritPrestR jn the 

ri ri;ht of self-dfff.errrdni:ition wj +:hout forr:d.c11 1 ntPrf~Y'enceo 

"le hone t'h"t '.'!P Cfln c0r+:; nue to rrn-i ni;<Jj n P diaJo.r"11P O'V'\ 

Hnitea s 
yeAr and the years ahPAa. 

STJL'T'AN OF OMAN 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 7607970 

SECRE'i' 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Response by President Ford to Letter 
From Sultan Qaboos 

On April 9, the Omani Ambassador delivered 
the attached letter from Sultan Qaboos of Oman 
to President Ford. The letter raises no specific 
issues of bilateral US-Omani concern, but does 
address in a broad tour d'horizon fashion some 
larger issues. 

A proposed reply is attached which responds 
to the concerns raised by Sultan Qaboos. 

Attachments: 

~. 
L _George s. Springstee 

',..---: Executive Secretary 

1. Suggested Letter 
2. Letter from Sultan Qaboos to 

President Ford 

-SECftE'f' 
GDS 

YI!' I 1..3 



Suggested Letter 

Your Majesty: 

I am most appreciative of your letter of March 28, 1976, 

and welcome the opportunity it provides to discuss matters of 

concern to both our countries . 

We are pleased that your policy of firmness toward the 

Communist-dominated rebels in Dhofar has borne good fruit . Your 

victory is a tribute to the efficacy of your military strategy --

firmness tempered by restraint at the appropriate time - - as well 

as of your foreign policy . I understand now that the military 

phase of this protracted struggle appears to be successfully 

concluded, and you are placing increased emphasis on projects for 

civil development in Dhofar. We wish you all success in this 

endeavor. 

As you point out, the challenges which your country has 

faced are a reflection of a wider problem which affects the 
~ c-u..hide. ~'5 

region as a whole: the desire of § he Soviet Uni-0~ to advance its 

presence and influence. ~hr~~a • uari 'ilty e:! n1e thods, ino1ad:tII~ 

~e tt:!e at eabal'\ :EorcES. Th e Soviet mrl:on has vi eoree th& 

~p~ees iel!'=4.:ti: ee iui1uance ilii ililii••el!ts e:ft4 
-f1-,e_ o,.;.~& ~re~ lta ~ 

faif!tieilCE. W0 havia made clear that we cannot accept this kind of 
A 

befiar;isr .. a.d.Jeu.b,sflc ~1.tn'1.-is-t..v. ., 

His Majesty 
Sayyid Qaboos bin Sa ' id Al Bu Sa~ id, 

Sultan of Oman~ 
Muscat.-.£ 

Department of State • f 

.. 

1j 
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The remaining serious problems of southern Africa of fer 

similar temptations for the Soviet Union, and make more urgent 

the need for finding solutions to the problems of racial in­

justice in Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa. My government 

has recently affirmed our support for self-determination, 

majority rule, equal rights and human dignity for all the peoples 

of southern Africa, and outlined a series of proposals to 

support this policy. Our policy is grounded in the conviction 

that no outside power should seek to impose solutions, to 

divide Africa into confronting blocs or to pursue hegemonial 

ambitions, but rather that African unity and integrity should be 

supported. 

Developments in Africa and the activities of the Soviet 

Union have also been a factor in my government ' s position with 

regard to our role in the Indian Ocean and the areas bordering 

:Q.gii.lit:~e in SeM&lia; ililUi the geperaJ j P'Ut:ease i ;g Q§',;(;)Wylltefrt.'!fw 

o£ Ra·nl UQi'i'2lli' ihj tlt@~e1~at "WA:ieR !iraastJ;~Q liadi an Qa 0 an area 

a*neew~~6~. It is our view that restraint in Soviet military 

deployments in the Indian Ocean area and a more general fore­

bearance from adventurism are essential to improving the prospects 

for stability in the region as a whole. 

Let me assure Your Majesty that the United States will 

continue to take a firm stand in the face of Soviet pressure and 

expansionism, and to seek to moderate Soviet behavior . In turn 

.. 
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Cw.rf. CUt! ~ ~1."~ ~ 
l.L-"1n~ ch/i:..~ 4 ~ ~& -

we look the regions affected by Soviet ambitions, 

such as the Middle Ea t, to promote their security through 

regional cooperation We are aware of the particular effort 

which Oman has made in this regard ~ look forward to a con-

tinuing dialogue with Your Majest 's Governmentr&R M8etlers ef 

as we examine the challenges which face us all. 

I wish you, ~ people of Oman a future 

blessed as much by peace and as good fortune. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

().;.J..O -rz~ wcCi"~ 1,L-1'.-,1~1-... L1..(I ~ -ft.vs 

{cw -~l1e~1. a.e i,;e._,-cq cf ~u..u-u~l,a fe~ _ 

!; ~fj-r<'.''l of h~.,J ~/,~ 
--"" ~ ~pnro..ut ~ ~Q.L.u- ~~;fa-ed, 
~tP' ~ ~ c___IP1-t-/G..rf-; -

. . 
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F urposes of Routin~ and recording only : ",plf1) 
P750 0 5 2 - 2 i~ I 6 ni'IS' copy of PagP 1 of a l etter to President 

Ford from thP. SultaQ of Oman , is to be treated 
As a note from the Omani F.inb , dated Aori l q , 
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that date to NF.A/ARJ> by the Omani Ambassador 
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of the foreif'!l-Sunno.,..ten rel:lell.io:r. in 11hofa.r a f'ter ten 

yM1rs of strut"',~le , which ni VP.rted nri.tion'-'1.1. resnurces from 

deve!.onment nrojr>cts i.nt.o miJ i ti:i.r~r '!'.,..oj<>ct.<:> . 'l'h~.nl<" hP 

t o God , moRt of the re·be1R S"JW thP. erro'I" of thei.r WFIVf! 

ano Mo<:>t. of thPm , some one tho1rne.nd four hnndrl'd , defect en 

vohmtAril~r f'ro1 .. t.hP. tmemy bPfnrP. thP fi ni:i1 mi. l i t.ary 

vi.ctory . 

'.'le hHVP. ·!hn!'len to mP.nt.i on 01 1'1" own modPst RHCP.P.Rses 

bP.cf:l11sA we be1 i<'VP thP.t tl'l'!V he1.ve a bf'arinrr unon onP. of the 

nr0b1.Pm!"l which h<is hP.cn ;iJ a:"'JinP, Jl.rn"!ri can nolicy-makPrs 

recently. '!'hat nrohlem i.P. th0 s\1nnort of n<:1.t;onal Leftist 

~ L/Fw-~-k~ . 
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AMEMBASS Y LONDON 
AM!MBASSV MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

; e N p I 9 E N T I A L StCTION 1 o~ 2 ~USCAT ~629 

FROM AMBASS AOOR 

E,O, 11ee~n GOS 
TAGSI PFOR, EGfN, MILI 1 MU 
SUBJECTS VIEWS OF SULTAN QABOOS ON QM~N nEVtLOPME~TS ANO SOUTH 
ARABIAN SCENE 

1. SUMMAR Y. SULTAN QABOOS' HIGH SPl~lTS ABOUT OMAN ' S GENfkAl 
SITUATION ATCHEO THE 120 OEGREt TEMPERATU~t uUTSIDt OUWlNG 
AMBASS ADOR' S 45•MINUTE AUDIENCE MAY 19 AT S~Eb ~ALACE. HN 
WAS PROUD OF OMAN'S RECOVERY FRu~ 1975 FlNANCIA~ ~ROBLEMS 
AND EXPA NSIV E AtiOUT THE FUTURE IN TERM~ OF OI~ PRvOuCTION ANO 
REVENUES, E UCATIONAL PROGRESS, COPPER PROSPECTS ANO FISHING 
POTENTI AL, HE EXPRESSED MOOERAT~ SATLSFACTIUN WlTM PORY'S 

'::UD L!.3.._ 

.. 
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RESPONS lVENES~ TO CONDITIUNS PLACtO ON IT BV SAuOIS I~ MARCH 
1g7e AGREEMENT oETWEEN ~IYAOH ANO AuE~, BUT ObVIOUSLY FtELS 
"JUR I& ~r LL UUTe" SAID Mt PLANS TALK WITh ~HAH IN 
JUNE ABOUt FUTU~f AREAS OF COOPfRATlO~ WIT~ IRA~, IN ~HOM 
HE OBVtOUSLY PLACES MUCH TRUSTe OOMESTTCALLY, LAC~ OF 
PROGRESS IN AGRICULTURE BUGS h!M, aur HE onts NuT KNOW 
WHAT TO 0 ABOUT IT. SULTAN ASK~~ WH~I~ER I T MI~~~ 
POSSI6l,..E FOR OMAN TO BUY T~RE~ C·.l.3~ TRANSPORT AlK ~•FT. 
E~O SUMMARY, 

2, NEAR BEG INNING OF AM6ASSADOR r. 5 il"A'I 19 alli.JIC.N1,,.E WlTH THE. 
SULTAN, HE MENTIONED FORTHCOMlN& CO~SULTATiuN T~ wASH!NGlQN 
NEXT WE EK ANO SAID IT WOULO BE VALUA8L~ TO Ct~RY oACK ~M'S 
PERS ONAL ~M fNTS ON OMANI DOMESTIC SCFNE ANO O ~ RELATIONS 
WITH HI ~ NE IGHBORS AT THIS STAGt~ SULTAN OBLiij~ O ~ITH 
RUNNING COMM ENTARY REPOkT~O B~Low. 

3, SULTAN SAID FINANCES A"E MUCM oETTER T~AN A YEAR AGO. 
THE BANKERS WHO HAO COME UP WITM HELPFUL RECOM~fNOATIONS 
IN EARLY 1975 WHEN OMAN HIT BY CASH FLOW LRlSIS ~AO v1s1r~~ 
HM RECENTLY ANO WE~E FULL OF PRAISE Foo ACTIO~ TAKEN IN 
LIMITING AND COORDINATING EXPeNDITUR~S. TRUt T~~Rt ~ouLO 
BE A SMALL DEFIC IT THIS VEA~, BUT IT IS INCON~EQUtNlIAL. 
OIL INeOME IS UP CO~SIOtRABLY A~n ~M IS OPTlMlSllL ABOUT 
MEDIUM TERM BENEFITS FROM NEW FlELOS I~ FAST E~N O"O~A~ 
BEING PREPARED FOR PRODUCTION SY POU. ALSO, ELF•EkAP 8 
INITIAL WELL ANO OTHER TEST~ OFFSHORE ~USANOAM HAV€ 
PROVEN FEASISILlTY OF PROF!TA~Lt N~~ OT~ P~oourTIUN T~E~t 
WHICH WILL ~E SHARED WITH I~ANQ SULTAN HAS ~lbh HOPES FQR 
SUN OIL lN THE SOUTH (OFFSHORE) A~O FQQ A N01~~R AME~ICAN 
FIRM, QUINTANA, !N THE NORT~ERN INTcklOQ~ 

4. HM POINTED TO COPPER ANO FlS~ING AS tFRTAIN SOuRCES 
OF NEW INCOM~. WlTM T"E COPPER IT NU~ TS MAINLY A GUfSTJOh 
OF FINDING SOURCES TO HELP WIT~ ~EAvV CAPITAL INVtSTMiNT 
NEEDED. "SOME TELL ME I AM SITTING ~N A COPPER tMPI~~Q~ 
HE SAID, HM SAIO HE HAO RELUCTANTLY AG~EED T~ T~E RtCENT 
FISHING COMPACT WITH A JAPANESE CuMPANV, SINCE JA~A~EbE 
HAD BEEN STF. ALING'' OMAN'S FISHING RESOUQC~S RTGHT ALONG. 
BUT HE CLA ED OMAN WILL ~EtEIVt RFVENUES o~ ~Qog 6 MILLION 
IN FIRST fA R ALONE FROM THIS JAPA NtS VENTUHE EvEN lHOLlGM 

. . 
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IT IS 1.l • TiD TO A SMALL. PORTION OF COlJNT!o<Y 0 S P(JTtNTIAL 
GROUNDS , 

5, SULTAN GLOW ED WHEN TALKING A~OUT EDUCATIUN, ~UT ~LUWE~En 
IN OISCU SI 'G AG~ICULTURE 11 liE PRAISED PAST PROGRESS IN 
BUil.DING SCHOOLS AROUND OMAN, T~OUGH SAYING PAST EDUCATION 
MINISTERS LEF T MUCH TO BE OESIReO I~ IMAGINATION A~D uRIVEP 
HE WAS FULSO~E IN PRAISE OF NEW MINISTER AHMAO GHAZlLI, 
SAVING HE "T HINKS EXACTLY THE WAY I DO" ANn HAS EXCITING 
PLANS FOR BUILDING A SECONDARY 5CnOOL 5VSTEM AN O FOk 
TECHNIC AL EDUCATION, ON THE OTHtR HANOi AG~lCU TU~E HAS 
BEEN GREAT OISAPPOINT~ENT; DESPITE L.0TS OF TH~A SHING AROUND 
ANO DEVOTION OF RESOURCES TO THIS SfCTORf Ii HAS LANGUISHEn 
ALMOST COMP ~ ELY, HN SAID rlE DOES NOT KNOW WHAT ANSW~R 
IS, BUT TR NGER EFFORTS MUST 8~ MAOEg 

e, IN OHOFAR MOUNTAINS, SAID MM, OEVELOPMEN! ~MPHASlS 
WILL BE ON CATT~E INDUSTRY WITH ANY 1HOUGHT O~ ~LANlATION. 
CROPS THERE ASANOONEO. HE NOTED THAl RFPS FROM SAUDl 
ARABists ARAB DEVELOPMENT FUND HAVE FINALLY AHRIVtD ANO 
HE HAS NOT GIVEN UP HOPE OF AID FROM RIVAOM FOR OhO~AH 
DEVELOPMENT, THOUGH CUSTOMARY SAUDI S~OwNESS IS OlSHEART• 
ENING, HE EXPECTS THAT IN TIME OHOFAR ECONOMY WILL bAIN 
NOTABLY FROM OIL ACTIVITY AND EMPLOYMENT~ JUST AS WILL ~E 
THE CASE IN MUSANOAM ONCE ELF•cRAP ~ECnMES ucAR~O u~~ 
ALL IN ALL, HE SA I D, IMMEDIATE FUTURE CAN Bt PICTuR~O AS 
BRIGHT, MEOIUM• TE RM AS FULL OF ENCOURAGING &IGNS, AN~ LONG• 
TERM AS REASONABLY OPTIMISTIC PROVIDED EDuCATlON LEVELS 
CAN BE RAISED ANO TECHICAL SKILLS ABSORBED~ 

7, SULTAN SPOKE IN PARTICULARLY OET~RM!NEO rASHION wHtN 
MENTIONING TMAT SOME CRITICS SAY THE RE ARE TOO MA~Y 
PRESTIGE PROJECTS. HE STRONGLY uISAGREEO~ M~NY THlN~S 
HAD TO BE BUILT, WOULD COST MUCH MORE IF DELAYED EVtN A 
FEW YEARS, ME DEFENDED NE~ OESALTlNG PO~ER PLANT THOUG~ 
ADMITTING MISTA~ES HAD SEEN MADt IN ITw ALSu IN SOMtw~AT 
DEFENSIVE TONt HE SPOKE OF dAC AIR DEF~NSE SVSTtM, 
ASSERTING HE HAS LOOKED INTO IT CAREFULLY BECAUSE O~ 
ESCALATING COSTS ANO HAS RECENTLY SET A FIRM UPPek LIMIT 
FOR EXPEND' URE ON IT COID NOT GIVE THF. FIGUR~)w THOUGH 
ONLY SOUTH YE MEN wAS ~ POSSIBLE T"RfAT •T PRESENT, ~E 

CONFIDENTIAL 

.. 
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SAIO, HE .LI EVEO A FIRM OEfENSlV~ POSTURE ESSENTIAL IF 
HE IS TO DEAL ON SATISFACTORY BASIS WITH ALL HIS NElGMBORs . 

e. CO NTI I G ON PORY, HM EXPRESS~O GE~ERAL S•TISFACTION 
WITH WAY 1N WH ICH PORY HAS RESPONOfD TO NEW ReLATlONSHIPS 

~STABLIS E WITH SAUDIS IN EARY MARCH. SAID NU SHE~LING 
HAS OCCURRED ALONG SOROER FOR THREE ~EEKS NOW, ANU HE 
THINKS CENTRAL ~OVERNMENT IN ADEN WAS SAT O~ PFLO HARO• 
LINERS FAIRLY MARD AL THOUGH SOMt FR~SH AMMO MAY St REACHING 
TROUBLE MAK ERS ALONG BORDER DESPITE THISu HE IS CONCtPNEOr 
HOWEVER, BY VERY RECENT INTELLIGE~CE REPO~T FROM USUALLY 
RELIABL E SOU CE INDICATING A SAUOI VISITOR TO AUEN HAS 
SUGGEST C v IS WILL PROVIDE MONtY FOR ALL PORY MILITAHY 
SALARI c HE FINDS THIS, IF TRU~, QUITE INCONGRUOUS • 
AND ASK Eu IF ~E HAD HEARO SAME THING. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

.. 
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AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMB ASSY LONDON 
AMEMBA SSY MANAMA 
AMEMBAS SV SANA 
AMEMBASS Y TEHRAN 

1:127548 
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9. ASKED WHAT H~ FORESA~ IN RELATIO NS WITH l~AN NOW THAT 
WAR IS OVER, SULTAN REP~IEO HE ~OULU s~ EXCnAN~ING 
IOF.AS ON THI S WITH SHAH IN IRAN NtXT MnNTH. HE SAlD THE 
"TWO THO USA ND OR SO" IRANIAN TROOPS IN QHQFAR WOULD ?EMAIN 
FOR SOME TIME, FOR HE BELIEVED IN K~EPING UP ~JS GUARD 
FOR SUFFICI ENT TIME TO bE MORE CONFIDENT OF PORY lN1ENTl0NS. 
SHOULD PRESSU RE ~UILD UP TO ASK FOR IRANIANS TO GU, HE 
COULD AL WAY S POINT PUBLICLY TO THE CUBANS I~ PnRV. HE 
THOUGHT SCOP f FOR FUTURE COOPtRATION WITH IRAN WAS EX• 
TENSI VE: PERHAPS IN FISHERIES , IMPORTATION OF SOME 
SPEC IALIZED AGRLCULTURAL "ORKERS, OIL PR OOUCTION OF~ 
MUSAN OAM, ET C. "l FINO MYSELF COMPL~TELY AT EASt ABOUT 
THE IRA NIANS , MORE SO THAN ABOU T SOME ARASS" "E CONf IDEO o 

!0-~"' DS.165.2. 

.. 
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10. REACTING TO AMBASSAOORVS COMMENT T~AT OBVlOuSLY THE 
SUPPOR T RENDERE D BY SEVERAL FRIENDLY STATES IN ~IS REGION 
HAO EEN REA T HfLP IN WINNING OHOFAR WAR, hM AFFIRMED 
THIS WAS SO AN O THAT EVERYTHING HAD BEEN WELCOMED~ THIS 
WOUlO CO TINUE TO BE CASE, HE SAIOv THOUG~ ONE MUST NOT 
EXPECT UMAN TO GO A~OUND HAT IN HANO~ SULTAN SAID FIRMLY 
THIS SIMP~V WAS NOT HIS NATURE, NOR Din OMA~'S SITUATION 
DEMAND SUCH A POSTURE, BUT OMAN WILL 6E GRATEFUL ~HEN• 
EVE~ ITS FRIEN D WHO KNOW THE SITUATION O~ THIS COUNTRY 
THAT GOT SUCH A LATE START ON MOOERNIZATIO~, WANT TO CHIP 
IN IN SOME 'APPROPRIATE METHOD, 

11. HM ~ESERVEO HIS ONE REQUEST TO THE ENDQ HE ASKED 
IF AMBA<SADC WOULO SOUND OUT THE POSSISILITY OF OMAN BUYING 
C•130 l NS PORT AIRCRAFT FOR ITS AIR FORCE. SAID IRANIAN 
C•130S HA~ IMPRESSED OMANIS GREATLY, ANO IF THERE IS 
PRACTICAL PROSPECT OF PURCHASING ABOUT THREE, WITH ·PAYMENTS: 
SPREAD OVER A FEW YEARS, HE WOULD GlVE THE IDEA SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION, AMBASSADOR AGREED TO TEST GROUND FOR T~IS 
WHILE IN DEPARTMENT, 

12, COMMENT. hM WAS RELAXED A~O A MITE MORE C~EERFUL 
THAN USUAL. HE 06VIOUSLY IS CONVINCED OMAN'S tCONOMY 
AND DEVELOPME NT WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE AHEAD RAPIOLV, If 
SEEMS APPARENT THAT IF HE COULD HAVE ONE wISH ON THE INTERNAL 
SCENE, IT WOULD BE TO FINO SOMEONE TO WQ~K SOME MODEST 
MIRACLES GIV INGOMANI AGRICULTUR~ A PUSH AHEAD, THOUGH 
HE WAS APPROP HIATELY JUDICIOUS IN REMARKS AbOUT THE SAUOIS, 
HM CLEARLY IS IR~EO av THEIR TRA~ITIONAL SLOWNESS, HE 
REMAINS COMPLET ELY CONFIDENT OF ThE SHAH'S GOOO I~TE~TIONS~ 
zse:IFEL 

f 0 
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