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NRAFTED RY PM/SASIDRKEFNFIRF
APPROVED BY Pi/SA5 = SWINSAIP
PMASAS « MR, JAMES

NEA/ARP = MR, MOLINEAUX
NeA/RA » DL ANBAS

NON/TSA = Coffly STCK vV

/ VeReTRNPESRLTERERTE Y em ’035349
rr: 4497 \1aM 75 |
FiBECS TATRTASHNC o
TO AMEMBASSY MUSEAT | AA
TNFQ SECPEF 4
USEINCEUR VATHINGEN GER ¥

CHMDREANE ALFYX va

AO-NF—1D—FN—TT At STATE 218926

FoN, 11b52¢ 6DS

TaRS: MASS,; MUY, uUS ﬁ//
SURJFLT: NHANT REAUFSY FUR .TOW LOA

REF: A) HUSCAT 14287 R) MUSCAT 24w

. NORMAL CHAMNE[ FOR NFW FM§ REQUESTS IS 10 THE DEPART=
MENT QF STATE,

2, AS gMeASSY AWMARE, NRYGINAL TOw SALFE Ty uMAN WAS MADE
AS aN FXCePTYON TO 4SG PALICY FOR FMS SaleS TQ THE LNWFR
GUILF REGTIOM,  FXTEPTYON WAS MaRE IN ReSPONSE TN 6 CLFARLY
TOFNTIFiAul e THRE AT, A3 FAR AS NEPARIMENT ANARE, Dmad

HAS NuY FAPENUED aNY OF THF YOWS PReVINLSLY SUPPLIFL, 4s
SITUATTUN Ty UHUFAR PROVINTE NDw SFEMS WFLL Twn ARAND, SFEN FOR,
FOR AYDITIONaAL THRaS 13 FAR FROM CLFAR,

-
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5
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E t-,,-. » (5]

EQ : ) o=C 3.3

By_&t(. NARA, Date 9/5 /A3

FORY pe-3682
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X, TU ASSTSY DEPARTMENT IN ASSESSTNG TmI3 REQUEST,
FMRASSY T§ RFEQUESTFD TN PROVIQOFE TTS ASSESSMENT UF TnE
MlllTﬂnl JUSTIFICATIAN FNRSALE OF ADRUITIUMAL TOUUS, TNe
SLOUING THE BASIS FQR THF AﬂTICIPATEn EXPENDITURE RATE
PIVEH IN REF B8,

4, DEPAPTMENT wNuylL) ALSN APPRECTIATE e¢MpASSY?S ASSFEFSSHMENT
NF THE PNLITICAL IMPACT SHOULD THE RFQUEST BE DEN]FU, KISSINGER

FORM ys.1652
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1GA=-082

R 1303407 JAN 176
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
TO SECSTATE_MAHOE 1755

60 N—F—3—P—F——T T At MUSCAT 040 ’/

F.D, 11652: GNS
TAGST MASS My US
SURJECT: FMS: REQUIREMENTS FOR APDITIONAL TOW MISSILES

1, REFTEL (A) OUTLINEP FUTURE SAF REGUIREMENTS FOR TOW
MISSILES AND REQUESTED PREPARATION OF APPROPRIATE LOA, REFw~
YEL (B) REGUESTED THAT REQUIREMENTS BE "SUBMITTED THROUGH
NORMAL FMS CHANNELS,.."

2, PLEASE ADYISE NN HNW EMBASSY SHOULD PRNCEED, UNFOPTUN=
ATELY, ALMDST NQTHING ABAUT OUR MINIMAL FMS PROGRAM SEEMS TO
RE "NORMAL™, S0 WE APE UNAWARE OF WHAT CHANNELS TO USE,
WOILLE

//L/ /[ﬁ*”’

AL 9/5U13 - =



v 2= 8
Department of State TELEGRAM
EL LG

—CONFIDENTIAL- 8639

QM
PAGE ©1 0214437 : /,/7
43
ACTION PM=(i4 (

INFO OCT=Ai INRw@? NcAw,Z/ OMB=@1 MC=02 AID=05 IGA=@2 /@32 W
-u et il Al DL L Ll bl ¥8gogo

P A213582 JAN 78

FM CDRAMC ALEX va //AMCIL=P/MI//

TO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT OMAN

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC

USCINCEUR VATHINGEN GER //ECJ7=FMS// )’//’

DA WASHDC //DALTD=ILAZILM/Z/

SECDEF WASHQDEL //NSAA//

CORMICOM REDSTONE ARS AL //AMSMI~SB/TO//

O NP I FENT-T A+
SURJt FMS CASE UAB: ADDITIONAL OMANI REGUIREMENTS FUR_TOW Mj%bILES
Ao AMC MSG, AMCIL=P/MI, DIG_272228Z NGV 75 (C)

+ B, AMEMBASSY MUSCAT MSG, 0TG 21¢821Z QEC 75 (C)
t. (E) REF A ADVISED THAT THE FY75 CONTRACT OPTION FOR THE TOW MISSIL
F
WOULD EXPIRE IN THF NEAR FUTURE AND REQUESTED SURVEY OF INTERESTED
COUNTRIES TO OBTAIN FIRMN FUNDED ORDERS NLT 3@ JAN 76, REF B ADVISED -
THAT OMAN WOULD PEQUIKE AN ADDITIONAL 96 MISSILES DURING CY76, REF
INQUIRES AS TU THE POSSIRILITY THAT LOA CAN BE PREPARED FOR THIS
RUANTITY AND FURTHER REQUESTS INFO CONCERNING FUTURE SUPPLY SITUATION

e
2, (L) BASED ON CURRENT AVAILARLE PRODUCTION CAPACITY, DELIVERIES FROD
M

PARE 2 WKUERBEANR26 C—O0NF—THENT I A L

THE FY76 CONTRACT OPTION CURRENTLY BEING EXERCISED COULD BF MADE
AVAILABLE IN APPRGOXIMATELY TRWE SAME TIMEFRAME AS THE FY75 OPTION,
JUNE 1978, HOWEVER, FIRM FUNDEM ORDERS COULD 8E_SURMITTED THROUGH
QLY 1976.. DELIVERIES FROM THE SURSFQUENT FY77 PROCUKEMFNT PROGRAM
WIll BECOME AVAILABLE DURING LATTER CY78 WITH suamxss1ow OF FUNDED
ORDER NLT MAR 1977,

3, (U) YOUR RESPONSE TO SURJECT SURVEY IS ACKNOWLEDGED, IT IS
RENUESTEN THAT YOUR FJIRyM REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL. MISSILES BE
SURMITTED THROUGH YOUR NNRMAL FMS CHANNELS, IF REQUIREMENT IS

:s‘gi. YA s b 3 - . 7 ¢ Fov‘;
Fas i 400 Aire éZ rs— ] s € :

N ONFEDENTEAL ' el
91578 e s‘f

L!
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INFQ DCTw?y {Cia 1S0=7) CIAE=d? INR=D7 NSAF=N@ IGA=R2
&
AID=035 /@328 W 5
L L L R T 117945 P
R 2148217 NEC 75 wJ\
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
T0 CDRAMC ALEX- VA/L/AMCIL=P/MI
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1712
USCINCEUR VATHINGEN GER//ECJ7=FMS
DA WASHDZ//DALO=TLA/TILM
SECHEF WASHDC//DSAA
CORMICOM REDSTONE ARSENAL AL//AMSMI=SB/TO

H—O0-N—F—FHEMN-TF—T—A—L—MUSCAT 1426

F.fg 11652¢ GDS

TAGRSY MASS My US

SUBJECT; FMSy 'CASE UABp ADDITIONAL OMANI REQUIREMENTS FOR

TOW MISSTLES . ~ : : : : : , i
REF: (A} MUSCAT 1386 DTG 122505z OEC 75; (B) CDkAMC
ALEX VA//AMCIL=P/MI DTG @722287 MOV 75

1, EMBASSY IN RECEIPT OF PEC, 1R LETTER FRQM OMANT

NEFENSE NEPARTMENT STATING THAT AnMUAL RFUUIREMENT FOR

YOW MISSILRS DURING 1976 WILL BE FOR_JOTAL OF 90 [(FXPENDITURE
RATE-0F B PER FMONTH) . LETTER WENT ON TO INGUIRE AS TG
“POSSIBYLITY THAT_LOA CAN BF PREPARED FOk THIS NUMBER OF
MISSILES AND REQUESTED INFORMATION CONCERNING FUTURE SUPPLY
SITUATION, PLEASE ADVISE,

2, PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THIS MESSAGE,

WOLLE \ =
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

February 9, 1976

Mr. Paul Molineaux
NEA/ARP - Dept. of State
Room 5248-A, New State :

The attached cable 6n Omani Interests
in US Naval Training Assistance
is ok with us,

Robert B. Oakl
NSC Staff
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£ MESSAGE NO. 103Y  cuassirrcarion sroenerfit’  No. Pages 2
6M: _ p.D. Molineaux _ ' _ NEA/ARP 21139 5246~
{0ificer name) , (Ofrice symbol) (Extension) {Room nunmbery
i ] h
iSSAGE DESCRIPTION US Naval Training Assistance for Oman
X TO: (Agéncy) DELIVER TO: ., -Extension Room No. :
DOD/ISA Commander G. Sick 54871 4-D-842 :
_Esc) - Y& _Jioughton | " 3953308  EOB 386 £

D e —

TEMARKS: _ Sick for Clearance -~ Houghton for Comment _<’_,_, " e
sss otficer: /W] i S
et = - Yo pozcs




" TELEGRAN : _ A e T R
~ : e N - - PDITOLINEAUX
CONFTPENTIAL | - 2/u/h

APPROVING: NZA - SSOBER

L

| CLEARAWCES: DOD/ISA - GSICK
| PN/SAS - DKEENE
SC - AHOUGHTON
NEA/RA - RHOGBS
ACTION: ROUTINE TO MUSCAT
INFORNATION: ROUTINE TO LONDON+ USCINCEUR VAIHINGIN GERMANY
ENSASSY JIDDA
E0% GDS , i
TAGS: HMARR. MASS. MU~ US .
SUBJECT: ONAMI INTERESTS IN US NAVAL TRAINING ASSISTANCE
REF: {A} 75 STATE 182970 {DTG 020107?Z AUG 25} {B} LETTER
: A AP |
'SICK-WOLLE. 24 NOVEMBER ?5 {NOTEL}. {C} NUSCAT 68 {DTG 2?0500 Z

JANUARY 25743 : : : E

3. USG DESIRE TO BE OF ASSISTANCE. ON FULLY REINMBURSAZBLE BASIS.
TO ONAN IN PROVIDING MODEST NAVAL TRAINIYNG {REFTEL AY REMAINS
UNCHARGED - AND REMAINS UWELL MITHIN:SCOPE OF USG POLILY OF
LINITED INVOLVEMENT IN OMANI MILITARY AFFAIRS.

2. SUGGEST EMBASSYs IN DISCUSSIONS OF THIS QUESTION WITH OMANIS.
" URGE OMANIS CONSULT YITH SAUDIS TO EXPLORE PUSSIBILITY OF LIWITED
OMANT PARTICIPATION IN SAUDI NAVAL EXPANSIGN PROGRAN {SHEP}.

ALONG LINES SUGGESTED IN REFERENCE B.

3. USG WELCOMES ENX ENBASSY SUGCESTION THAT ONANI DEFENSE

3

LIAISCN CFFICER. MAJOR SALIN AL‘GHAZALIa OR OTHER APPROPRIATE
OMANI OFFICIAL+ VISIT US TO EXPLORE POSSiBILITIES FCR TRAINING
OF OMANIS HERE. YOU AUTHORIZED PROCELD TO MAKE THIS SUGGESTION

U4
i .
X

‘_}"_‘q f

R O

A ——— e A — it



TO OMANI GOVERNMENTs ASSURING THAT CORTEXT ¢F VIZITS I T¢
EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES OF LIMITED TRAINBING BR FOR SUITADLE
OMANI OFFICERS AND SEANEN. AND DOES NOT INMPLY USG COMBITICHT 7o

BROADER PROGRAtI. WY

e —
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MEA/ARP:PDMOLINEAUX:CEY
2/10/?6 X-21L39
NEA:SSOBER

DOD/ISA:GSICK PH/SAS 1 DKEEKE
NSC:ROAKLEY . NEA/RA :RHOBBS
$/5

ROUTINE MUSCAT
ROUTIKE LONDON JIDDA

£.0. }LL52: GDS
TAGS: MARR. MASS. MU+ US
SUBJECT: ¢MANI IRTERESTS IN US WAVAL TRAINING ASSISTANCE

REFS: {A} 7?5 STATE 182970 {DTG 020107Z AUG ?5r. {BY LLTTER
SICK-UCLLE. 24 NOV 7?5 {NOTALY+ {C} NMUSCAT &8 {DTG Z2735CCZ
JAN 7B}

L- USG DESIRE TO BE OF ASSISTANCE. ON FULLY REIMBURSA
BASIS. TO OMAN IN PROVIDING MODEST NAVAL TRAINING {REF
A} REMAINS UNCHANGED. AND REMAINS UWELL WITHIN ISCOPE CF USG
POLICY OF LIMITED INVOLVEMENT IN OMANI MILITARY AFFAIRS.

2. SUGGEST EMSASSY. IN DISCUSSIONS OF THIS QUESTION WITH
OMANIS. URGE ONMANIS CONSULT WITH SAUDIS TO¢ EXPLORE

POSSISILITY OF LINITED OMANI PARTICIPATION IN SAUDI HAVAL
EXPANSION PRCGRAM {SNEPY. ALONG LINES SUGGESTED IMN REF 2.

3. USS WELCOMES ENMBASSY SUGGESTION THAT OMANI DEFENSZ

LIAISON OFFICERs MAJOR SALIM AL-GHAZALI. OR OTHER APPRC-
PRIATE OMANI OFFICIAL. VISIT US TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES
FOR TRAINING OF OMANIS HERE. YOU AUTHORIZED PROCEED TO
MAKE THIS SUGGESTION TO OMANI GOVERNMENT. ASSURING THAT

CONTEAT CF VISIT IS TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES OF LINITED

. TRAINING FOR SUITASLE OMANI OFFICERS AND SEAMEM. AND DCES

DECLAS

~r 9

m

o ~CONEIDENTTAL
By (/2 NARA Date 4/.57/13 Mt

—r— - 5 S S et g B¢ b

- £ _ ﬁ“ 4 @ ™
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FORM DS 322A{0CR}
—CONFIDERTIAL |2
NOT IMPLY USG COMMITMENT TO BROADER PROGRAMN.

4. WHEN RELAYING PROPOSAL TO OMANIS. YOU SHOULD STRESS
THAT YALUE OF ANY VISIT WOULD BE CONTINGENT QW ABILITY

. OF VISITING OFFICIAL TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC TRAINING RE-
QUIRENENTS AND QUALIFICATICNS OF POTENTIAL TRAINEES.
THESE ARE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS GF ANY SUCCESSFUL TRAINING
PROGRAIM AND MUST BE ADDRESSED BY OMANIS AT SQONME POINT. ¥¥




ADDITIONAL INFO ADDRESSEE: USCINCEUR VAIHINGIN GERMANY
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PAGE V1 LONDON m2201 1117342

7 «
ACTION 85Sw«25 y (j%i) AFRIUN .

. ' EURJCAN _=—"
INFO OCT=0) JIS0=0@ SSO=0Q /826 W 3 ©RE
el A LT L L L Al bl bt bl dd 8631751 m ’
R 1117292 FER 76 - ‘ ~ . NEASA tem—
FM AMEMBASSY LONDQON L PRC
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8915 | 7 . s
- AMFMBASSY MUSCAT - - NSC[PING &~
. - PGMJANL -
—§—E-E-R—E~F-LONDON 92271 ' SCIENV
: ' E ECON
EXNIS « , OPNL/INT
. ' : SSIPR _ -
F.0, 11622; XGDS=1 : S R CONGR _ "
TAGS: PFOR, MU, UK A '
SURJECT: PBRITISH PLANS FOR MASIRAM N ¢ 74
. REF$ LONDON 17981 (NOV, 21, 1975) o &4??

{, REFTEL REPNRTED LUCAS, HEAD OF FCO MIODLE EAST DEPARTw
MENT, TOLD EMOFF FCO OPPOSED WITHDRAWAL FROM MASIRAH BEw
CANSE OF ANVERSE POLITICAL EFFECT ON FRIENDLY ARAB STATES
IN AREA, DURING DISCUSSION OF GULF AFFAIRS ON FEBRUARY
11, LUCAS TOLD EMBOFF THAT SINCE THEN SITUATION HAS REFRN
CHANGED BY OMANI YICTORY IN DHOFAR CAMPATIGN, IN SULTAN!S
PRESENT CONFIDENT SITUATION, BRITISH WITHDRAWAL WOULD NOT
HAVE AN ADVERSE POLITICAL IMPACT ON HIM, LUCAS STAYED
QUFESTION STILL UNDER DYSCUSSION WITHIN HMG AND HE IS NOT
ABLE TO DISCUSS IT FURTHER AT PRESENT,

?, COMMENT: WE SUSPECT THAT ADVQCATES WITHIN THE MOD
ARE HAVING MOPE SUCCESS PRESSING FOR PHASING O0OwWN OF
MASIRAH ON CNQT-EFFECTIVENESS GROUNDS AS PARY OF CURRENT
RENPUCTION IN MOD BUDGET,

MLLLER
L. ALY
ARSI LR (e - ¢
“ !) ,’ R /&{}/_} ‘1()5 . s
P %, 4?

; . -SEERET- S
NU1 10 BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THRZUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY




p -

~—

Department of State TEI.OE,TGUE%EM

-CONFIDENTIAL- 7448
PAGE P1 STATE 033530

20
ORIGIN NEA=10

INFO O0CT=81 EURei2 180-8@ DODE~¢® PMeBd4 NSC=05 SP=p2 §$8=15
CIAE=Q2 INR=p7 NSAE=G0 ACDA~QS5 AID=05 IGA=02 MC=P2
L=03 /873 R

444FTED BY NEA/ARPI:PDMOLINEAUXICEJ
APPROVED BY NEA3SSOBER
DOD/ISAIGSICK
PM/SAStDKEENE
NSC3ROAKLEY
NEA/RAIRHOBBS
§/8 = MR. ORTIZ
v 0 - WP g o T e Q42621
R 111634Z FEB 76
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON

AMEMBASSY JIDDA
USCINCEUR ~ ﬁ(
LN T D NTI-ALSTATE 233530 '

E.O. 116523 GDS
TAGS: MARR, MASS, MU, US
SUBJECT: DMANI INTERESTS IN US NAVAL TRAINING ASSISTANCE

REFSt (A) 75 STATE 182970 (DTG @220107Z AUG 75), (B) LETTER
SICK=WOLLE, 24 NOv 75 (NOTAL), (C) MUSCAT 88 (DTG 2705001
JAN 76) ’

1, USG DESIRE TO BE OF ASSISTANCE, ON FULLY REIMBUKSABLE
BASIS, TO OMAN IN PROVIDING MODEST NAVAL TRAINING (REFTEL
A) REMAINS UNCHANGED, AND REMAINS WELL WITHIN SCOPE OF USG
POLICY OF LIMITED INVOLVEMENT IN OMANI MILITARY AFFAIRS,

Y LR JE¥/E 3
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2, SUGGEST EMBASSY, IN DISCUSSIONS OF THIS QUESTION WITH
OMANIS, URGE OMANIS CONSULT WITH SAUDIS TO EXPLORE

POSSIBILITY GF LIMITED OMANI PARTICIPATION IN SAUDI NAVAL
EXPANSION PROGRAM (SNEP), ALONG LINES SUGGESTED IN REF B.

3, USG WELCOMES EMBASSY SUGGESTION THAT OMANI DEFENSE
LIAISON OFFICER, MAJOR SALIM AL=GHAZALT, OR OTHER APPROw
PRIATE OMANI OFFICIAL, VISIT US TO EXPLDRE POSSIBILITIES
FOR TRAINING OF OMANIS HERE, YOU AUTHORIZED PROQCEED TO
MAKE THIS SUGGESTION TO OMANI GOVERNMENT, ASSURING THAT
CONTEXT OF VISIT IS TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES OF LIMITED
TRAINING FOR SUITABLE OMANI OFFICERS AND SEAMEN, AND DOES

NOT IMPLY USG COMMITMENT TO BROADER PRAGRAM,

4, WHEN RELAYING PROPOSAL TO OMANIS, YDU SHOULD STRESS

THAT VALUE OF ANY VISIT WOULD BE CONTINGENT ON ABILITY

OF VISITING OFFICIAL TO DISCUSS SPECIFIC TRAINING RE~

QUIREMENTS AND GQGUALIFICATIONS OF POTENTIAL TRAINEES,

THESE ARE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF ANY SUCCESSFUL TRAINING

PROGRAM AND MUST BE ADDRESSED BY OMANIS AT SOME POINT, INGERSOLL
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PAGE @1 MUSCAT mp164 1508532

29
ACTION NEA=1®

TNFO OCT=A) EUR=12 ‘1S0=Ag CIAE=0? ODODE~0AD PM=04 H=02
INR=R7 Le?3 NSAE=@® NSC=25 PAef] PRS»MA] SP=@2 §S~15

USIa=@d6 0OMB=01 ACDA=25 /@75 W
R 1508157 FER 76
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1838
INFO AMEMBASSY ARy DHAB]
AMFMBASSY DQHA
AMEMBASSY JIDDA

AMFMBASSY KUWATT
AMEMBASSY LONDON
AMEMRASSY MANAMA

COMIDEASTFOR
AMFEMBASSY TEMRAN

USCINCEUR VATHINGENNOER M

L-O0-NF T DEN-T-T A+ MUSCAT 0164

g
- . YASTI3 QZ e 5;

FeD, 116526GDS
TAGS? MARR UK My
SURJECY: PLANS FOR RAF WITHDRAWAL FROM SALALAH

1o IN FEBRUARY 15 CONVFRSATION, UK ATR ATTACHE CONFIRMED THAT

RAF WILL WAITHDRAW COMPLETELY FROM SALALAH, RAF HAS RUN THAT A]Rw=
FIFLD FOR MANY YEARS, BUT IN TERMS OF HMG INTERESTS THERE IS LITTLE
JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUING TN DO 80, OMANGOV HAS AGREED YO

PLAN, ALTHOUGH THERE IS STILL SOME GQUESTION ABOUT TIMING, RAF

WOULD LIKE TO AIM FOR OCTOBER 1976 WITHDRAWAL; OMANIS ARE PRESSING
FOR SOMEWHAT LATER DATE,

2, RAF UNITS WILL BE PULLED BACK TO UK, HENCE REDUCING QOVERALL
LEVEL OF DIRECT UK MILITARY ASSISTANCE TD OMAN, HOWEVER,

RASIC NDECISINN REVALVES AROUNG HMG DESIRE TO CUT EXPENSES
RATHER THAN MQORE STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS, (CCONTRARYLY,
NMANGOV WANTS TO PROLONG BRITISH FUNDING FOR RUNNING SALALAH

~CONETDENTIAL

FORM ns.1652

9-66
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PAGE ©#2 MUSCAT 2164 15068532
AIRPORT FQR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE,)

3., SOAF (WHICH IS ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY OFFICERED BY BRITISH
OFFICERS EITHER ON CONTRACT DR SECONOMENT) WILL CONTINUE TO
OPFRATE OUT OF SALALAH,

A, COMMENT? ALTHOUGH SALALAH FREQGUENTLY USED TO LALNCH
MISSIONS DURING DHNFAR WAR, COMPLETION OF ALL-WEATHER FACw
TLYTY AT MIDWAY MADE THIS LESS IMPORTANT FACTOR TOWARDS END OF
FAMPAIGN, HMENCE, ONLY PERCEIVED MILITARY IMPLICATION OF
PLANNED WITHDRAWAL IS TN REDUCTION OF OVERALL BRITISH STRENGTH
HERE,

WOLLE

FORM ;
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DEPT PASS TO SECDEF, USCINCEUR AND CMDRAMC ALEX VA IF DESIRED

E.Ou
TAGS?

11652t GDS
MASS MU US

SUBJECT? OMANI REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL ToW MISSILES

REF?

(A) STATE 18926,

(B) 75 MUSCAT 1426

e s

s nler e,
Pt

1, EMBASSY RESPECTFULLY TAKES EXCEPTION TO GENESIS OF OMANTI

ACQUISITION OF TOW AS DESCRIBED IN PARA 2 OF REFTEL (A). FURTHER,
WE URGE THAT PROMPT AND FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO OMANI
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL MISSILES,

2, EMBASSY FILES, SUPPORTED BY OUR RECOLLECTION OF EVENTS, CLEARLY
SHOW THAT, DURING 1974, MILITARY JUSTIFICATION FOR TOW WAS

DEBATED AT LENGTH WITHIN USG CIRCLES ANpD DISCUSSED IN DEPTH

WITH OMANIS, FOR THEIR PART, OMANIS NEVER ARGUED THAT TOW WAS
REQUIRED FOR OPERATIONS WITHIN DHOFAR UNDER THEN=EXITING CIRCUM=
STANCES, RATHER, THEY REQUESTED THIS SYSTEM BASED ON THEIR BEw=
LIEF THAT PDRY ARMOR POSED VIABLE THREAT OF INVASION, THAT TOW

OR COMPARABLE SYSTEM WAS REQUIRED TO MEET THAT CONTINGENCY,

HENCE MOTIVE WAS TO OBTAIN DEFENSIVE SYSTEM, NOT ONE THAT wouULD

BE ENGAGED PRIMARILY IN PURSUIT OF GUERRILLA WAR.

3.

BASED TO VERY CONSIDERABLE DEGREE QN THEN=EXISTING TIGHY

SUPPLY SITUATION WITHIN U.S, DEFENSE SYSTEM, BUT ALSO REFLECTING
USG CONCLUSION THAT PDRY THREAT NOT IMMEDIATE, USG TURNED

DOWN OMANI REQUEST FOR TOw,

grrym~~-*'ﬁ

TO EMBASSY KNOWLEDGE, OMANGOV

Ngl I5 BE RFPQODH(‘ D ITHOG lt—l% Abin)RIZATION OF THE EXECUT

<« FOR,
%

o
lVESECRETﬂﬁ?
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QUIETLY ACCEPYED THIS DECISION, ALTHOUGH WITH REAL DISAPPODINTMENT,

4, IN CONTEXT OF SULTAN GABOOS' JANUARY 1975 VISIT 7O
WASHINGTON, OMANIS WERE INFORMED THAT TOW WOULD BE AVAIL=

ABLE AFTER ALL==OUN AN FMS CASH SALES BASIS§, USG WANTED 7O GIVE
SOME SUBSTANCE TO SULTAN'S VISIT, BUT ToW OFFER ALSO SERVED

AS QUIND PRO QUO FQR OUR DESIRE FOR POSSIBLE ACCESS TO MASIRAHM
FACILITIES,

'8, HAVING BEEN INITIATED ON THIS POLITICAL BASIS, IT IS IRONIC

THAT MAINTENANCE AND RESUPPLY PROBLEMS WHOULD BE JUSTIFIED
SOLELY ON GROUNDS OF AN IDENTIFIABLE MILITARY THREAT TO HWHICH
TOW IS THE SUITABLE RESPONSE. CERTAINLY FROM OMANI POINT QF
VIEW, CURRENT QUESTIONS RE TOW ARE JUST AS POLITICAL AS WaAS
INITYAL DECISION=wl_ E,, THERE ARE THOSE, INCLUDING SOME BRITISH
MILITARY OFFICERS, WHO WOULD BE ONLY TOO HMAPPY TO SEIZE UPON
EVIDENCE THAT USG NOT REALLY INTERESTED IN OMAN, ESPECIALLY .
NOW THAT MILITARY SITUATION VASTLY IMPROVED IN DHQOFAR, SUCH
ARGUMENTS COULD HAVE TELLING EFFECT AMONG OMANI LEADERS WHO
STILL PERCEIVE OF PDRY THREAT AGAINST WHICH TOW IS SUPPOSED
TO BE NEFENSIVE DETERRENT, IN EFFECT, WE WOULD BE TELLING
OMANIS THAT WE SOLD THEM SOMETHING OF A WHITE ELEPHANT,

6, INCIDENTALLY, SAF SOURCES STATE THAT SQOME TOW MISSILES

WEERE FIRED DURING LATTER PART QF DHOFAR CAMPAIGN, PRIMARILY AGe
AINST CAVE POSITIONS, WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED EXACT NUMBERS OR
DETAILS, BUT PRESUMABLY THIS USAGE SERVED AS BASIS FOR SAF
DETERMINATION OF EXPENDITURE RATES,

7. ACTION REQUESTED? THAT EARLY FAVORABLE RESPONSE IS GIVEN.
TO OMANI REQUEST FOR TOW MISSILE RESUPPLY AND THAT APPRQ=

PRIATE LOA BE FORWARDED TO EMBASSY,
WOLLE

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES,
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DEPT PASS TD SECDEF, USCINCEUR AND CMDRAMC ALEX VA IF DESIRED
E.D. 11652: GDS

TAGS: MASS MU US

SUBJECT: OMANI REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL TOW MISSILES

REF: (A) STATE 18926s (B) 75 MUSCAT 1426

1. EMBASSY RESPECTFULLY TAKES EXCEPTION TO GENESIS OF OMANI
ACQUISITION OF TOW AS DESCRIBED IN PARA 2 OF REFTEL (A)., FURTHER,
WE URGE THAT PROMPT AND FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO OMANI
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL MISSILES.

2. EMBASSY FILES» SUPPDRTED BY OUR RECOLLECTION OF EVENTS» CLEARLY

SHOW THAT» DURING 1974» MILITARY JUSTIFICATION FOR TOW WAS
DEBATED AT LENGTH WITHIN USG CIRCLES AND DISCUSSED IN DEPTH

WITH OMANIS, FOR THEIR PARTs OMANIS NEVER ARGUED THAT TOW WAS
REQUIRED FOR OPERATIONS WITHIN DHOFAR UNDER THEN=EXITING CIRCUM-
STANCES, RATHER, THEY REQUESTED THIS SYSTEM BASED ON THEIR BE~-
LIEF THAT PDRY ARMOR POSED VIABLE THREAT OF INVASION, THAT TOW
OR COMPARABLE SYSTEM WAS REQUIRED TO MEET THAT CONTINGENCY.
HENCE MOTIVE WAS TO OBTAIN DEFENSIVE SYSTEMs NOT ONE THAT WOULD
BE ENGAGED PRIMARILY IN PURSUIT OF GUERRILLA WAR,

3. BASED TO VERY CONSIDERABLE DEGREE ON THEN=EXISTING TIGHT .
SUPPLY SITUATION WITHIN U.S. DEFENSE SYSTEM» BUT ALSO REFLECTING
USG CONCLUSION THAT PDRY THREAT NOT IMMEDIATE, USG TURNED

DOWN OMANI REQUEST FOR TOW, TO EMBASSY KNOWLEDGE», OMANGOV

QUIETLY ACCEPTED THIS DECISIONs, ALTHOUGH WITH REAL DISAPPOINTMENT,

4o IN CONTEXT OF SULTAN QABOOS' JANUARY 1975 VISIT TD
WASHINGTONs OMANIS WERE INFORMED THAT TOW WOULD BE AVAIL-

ABLE AFTER ALL=-=-ON AN FMS CASH SALES BASIS. USG WANTED TO GIVE
SOME SUBSTANCE TO SULTAN'S VISIT, BUT TOW OFFER ALSO SERVED

AS QUID PRD QUD FOR OUR DESIRE FOR POSSIBLE ACCESS TO MASIRAH

s g

b R win Dae Ye/is %
RECALLED
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FACILITIES.

5. HAVING BEEN INITIATED ON THIS POLITICAL BASIS, IT IS IRONIC
THAT MAINTENANCE AND RESUPPLY PROBLEMS WHOULD BE JUSTIFIED
SOLELY ON GROUNDS OF AN IDENTIFIABLE MILITARY THREAT TO WHICH
TOW IS THE SUITABLE RESPONSE. CERTAINLY FROM OMANI POINT OF
VIEWs CURRENT QUESTIONS RE TOW ARE JUST AS POLITICAL AS WAS
INITIAL DECISION==1,E.» THERE ARE THOSEs INCLUDING SOME BRITISH
MILITARY OFFICERSs WHD WOULD BE ONLY TOD HAPPY TD SEIZE UPON
EVIDENCE THAT USG NOT REALLY INTERESTED IN OMAN, ESPECIALLY
NOW THAT MILITARY SITUATION VASTLY IMPROVED IN DHOFAR. SUCH
ARGUMENTS COULD HAVE TELLING EFFECT AMONG OMANI LEADERS WHO
STILL PERCEIVE OF PDRY THREAT AGAINST WHICH TOW IS SUPPOSED

TO BE DEFENSIVE DETERRENT. IN EFFECTs WE WOULD BE TELLING
OMANIS THAT WE SOLD THEM SOMETHING OF A WHITE ELEPHANT.,

6. INCIDENTALLYs SAF SOURCES STATE THAT SOME TOW MISSILES

WEERE FIRED DURING LATTER PART 0OF DHOFAR CAMPAIGNs PRIMARILY AG-
AINST CAVE POSITIONS, WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED EXACT NUMBERS OR
DETAILSs BUT PRESUMABLY THIS USAGE SERVED AS BASIS FDR SAF
DETERMINATION OF EXPENDITURE RATES.

7. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT EARLY FAVORABLE RESPONSE IS GIVEN
TO OMAN] REQUEST FOR TOW MISSILE RESUPPLY AND THAT APPRO-
PRIATE LOA BE FORWARDED TD EMBASSY.

WOLLE
BT
& &
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RECALLED
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ACTION: ROUTINE TO MUSCAT by o

INFO: ROUTINE TO LONDON '

MILITARY INFO ADDRESSEE: USCINCEUR/VéIHIHGEN- GERMANY

CAPTION: EXDIS

£0: GDS

TAGS: MASS. NMu. US - : ‘
SUBJECT: ONANI REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL TOU MISSILES
REFERENCES: (A} MUSCAT 228+ {B} STATE 1E92L. €C} 75 MUSCAT 1u2k

1. USG CONTINUES PREPARED BE OF ASSISTANCE TO OMANI
GOVERNMENT AS APPROPRIATE. USG FULLY SUPPORTS AND
APPLAUDS OMANI GOVERNMENT STRATEGY IN DHOFAR:

2. IN LINE WITH ESTABLISHED AND UNCHANGED USG POLICY:
USG PREPARED TO MAINTAIN OMANI TOUW NfSSILE SfOCK AT LEVEL

b /STAE]

OF SOME 20 MISSILES PER LAUNCHER+ OR A TOTAL OFLSONE;EDU-
WE UNDERSTAND {REFTEL A+ REFTEL €} THAT OMANI FORCES HAVE.
S0 FAR EXPENDED APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MISSILES. ORIGINAL

S

JANUARY 1975 PURCHASE WAS 180 MISSILES. PLEASE VERIFY
ACCURACY OF ACTUAL CONSUMPTION FIGURE AND INFORI SAF THAT
USG WILL PREPARt APPROPRIATE LETTER OF OFFER TO COVER :;
CONSUMPTION TO DATE PLUS 20. Vw¢ qéﬁ

— — — — ———

72
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TAGS: MASS, MU, Us ' SSIFRLEEr
SUBJECT: OMANI REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL ToW MISSILES i~
REFS (A) MUSCAT 228, (BJ STATE 18926, (C) 75 MUSCAT 1426
IN RESPONSE YO REQUEST OF OMAN GOVERNMENT, USG PREFARED To
MAYMTAIN OMANI TOW MISSILE STUCK AT LEVEL OF SOME 29
" MISSILES PER LAUNCHER, OR A TOTAL OF SOME 208, WE UNDERe
STAND (REFTEL A, REFTEL C) THAT OMANI FORCES HAVE S0 FAR
EXPENDED APPROXIMATELY EYCGHT MISSILES, ORIGINAL JANUARY
1975 PIURCHASE WAS {180 HISSILES. PLEASFE VERIFY ACCURACY
OF ACTUAL CONSUNMPTION F1GURE AND INFORM SAF THAT USG wiILl
PREPARE APPROPRIAYE LEYTER OF OFFER TO COVER CONSUMFTION ;
TO DATE PLUS 2@, «TORg "
hIS‘ '\\u‘"{ ] ’ g Aj% }
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MASIRAH

1. The post monsoon campaigﬁ has resulted in the effective
collapse of the rebellion in Dhofar. The rebels (PFLO-

Popular Front of the Liberation of Oman) and their supportei:
from the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY) have

been fdrced back over the PDRY border, and there remain only

a few isoiated pockets of resistance. The Sultan has declarcd
the war as won, and has held a large victory parade in Musicci.
PDRY and PFLO have not admitted defeat, however, and no doubl
will attempt to keep up some sort of harassing activity, hovcv.r
sporadic, unless diplomatic activity by Saudi Arabia and Egypt
wins over the PDRY Government and some sort of political
settlement is reached. Nevertheless the main threat to Oman

has been overcome and the "political connection" between our
presence at lMasirah and the Dhofar campaign is therefore seve. cd.
This enables us %o review our military commitment to the Sultin
in the light of the present total military supremacy of the ‘
Sultan's Armed Forces (SAF), which on present assessments is
unlikely to be challenged seriously in the near future. We no
longer have a military requirement for the facilities on llasi o,
The political requirement in the Dhofar context has now also ;jonc,

Vle have concluded therefore that we ¢an safely withdraw from

/Masirah

DECIASSIEIEN fale fw, S-BSRET
E.O.17 0 iR a3 vOR,

*

By__ [ 23 1



Masirah, having fulfilled our obligations to the Sultan and
taken full account of the interests and concerns of ouf allies
and our friends in the region. Withdrawal from Masirah will no
longer be seen as an encouragement to the rebels or to PDR”,

Our target date for withdrawal is 31 December 1976.

2. The decision to withdraw from llasirah was communicated 1o 1)
US Government when Sir John Hunt and Pield Marshall Carver visi
-Washington in January 19@@%' The sudden and decisive militi,ry
collapse of the Dhofar rebellion, together with the end of
lagirah's usefulness‘as a sfaging post have nbw made it possibl

for HIG to set a firm date for departure.

] »
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PRITRITY

DE RUEKJCS #3319 0730529
P 1304507 “AR 76 ZEX

FM D14 WASAH GC

TO NIAINTRUL
AIG 7011

S R—F—FNIFIRN 1234

FROIM DIW=15

SUBJ: ODIA DFFENSE INTSLLIGENCE NDTICE MESSAGE (U)

DIADIN 72-84

OMAN:  INVOLVEMENT In SAUDI=-SOUTH YEMENT RAPPRUCHEMENT (U)

1. (&7 TH= MMaNI GUVERNMENT VIEWS THE 10 MARCH ANNDUNCEMENTS
BY SAUDI AXABIA AND SLUT- VEMEN TQ NORMALIZE RELATIONS AS A
POSITIVE STEP TuWARNS STARILITY ON THE ARABIAN PENINSULA,

2. LS7UOFGRM)  DMAN HAD GIVEN RIYADH VIRTUAL CARTE BLANCHE
TO NEGNTIATE ITS POSITIONs THOUGH MUSCAT HAD OFTEN COMPLAINED
ABOUT NNT 8=ING XKEPT INFORMED ON THE PROGRESS OF THE SAUDI-
SOUTH YEMENT TALKS. CONSEQUENTLYs AS A MERE FORMALITYs» THE
SAUNIS InVITED SMANT FOREIGN MINISTER AL-AWAWI TO RIYADH ON
THE 9TH 4nNO PROBABLY INFMRMED HIM 0OF THFE STATEMENT PRIOR TO
PAGE 2 RUZKJCS 3319 S—F £—R—F=F—

ITS &ELELSH,

3. 927§5FGRN) ALST ON 10 MARCHs» SULTAN QABUS OF OMAN ISSUED
A LIMITED AMNESTY DFCREE FIOR OMANI CITIZENS WHO HAD TAKEN PART
IN THF CHOFAR REBELLIONs WHICH FENDED LAST FALL. THE DECREE
wILL RUM FIUR 60 DAYS., THIS MOVF WAS PRNOBABLY DESIGNED AS

A COMPROMISS TU MEET ADEN'S DEMAND FNR POPULAR FRONT FOR

THFE LIBFERATION OF N“AN PARTICIPATION IN OMAN'S GOVERNMENT,
ALTHIUGH A LIBE=AL POLICY TIWARD FORMER REBELS HAD ALWAYS

8EFN PUXSUEN,

4, /MOFCRN)  THE SAURI-SCUTH YEMENI ANNDUNCEMENTS EN-

COMPASS VAGUE TERMS THAT PERMIT OMAN TO INTERPRET ESPOUSAL

CF ITS riWN POSITION, THE REFERENCE STRESSING NONINTERVENTION Ty
IM INTZRMAL AFFAIRS CAN RE APPLIED TG OMAN'S OPPOSITION TO Af;’ F

f’/
DECLASSIFIED, .o\h pvitiow) exemptd U
AUTHORITY DE P
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SQUTH YFRMEN'S BACKING OOF THFE DHOFAR REBFLLION. IN ADDITION,
THE STATEM~NT AGAINST FPREIGN IMVOLVEMENT SUPPORTS MUSCAT'S
OBJECTIDN Tu Trz SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOUTH YEMEN AS WELL AS
ADENIS CrMCERNING IKANIAN AND B8RITISH FARCES IN OMAN,

PAGE 3 FU-KJCS 3319 &——F€R E T

5. (ﬁ4§ﬁFUQN) A REDUCTION OF THE FLGREIGN PRESENCE IN OMAN
WILL DMLY TaXE oLACE IF QABLS IS CONVINCED OF ADEN'S SINCERITY
2F N1 FURTHER DVERT INTERFERENCE IN DHORAR PROVINCE, THERE
ARE CURQENTLY ARGUT 3,000 IRANMIANS IN THE COUNTRY AND THIS
NUMAER CULD DECLIN= WITHIN SIX MONTHS, THOUGH IT IS NOT
EXPECTED TT FALL BELDW 1,000 IN THE FORFSEEASLE FUTURE. ANY
REDUCTID IN BRITISH PERSDNNEL -=- AROUT 1,250 REGULAR OR
SFCAONDEN == WILL Be SLO4ER BECAUSE CF THEIR SIGNIFICANT ROLE
IN THE OMANI ARMED FORCSS. HIAWFVER, IT IS POSSIBRLE THAT THE
SRITISH MAY TURN OQVER THE QPERATION OF SALALAH

AIRFIELD Ti ThE OMAMIS WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR. THE WITHDRAWAL
[IF R=GULAR 8RITISH FIRCFS FROM SALALAHs WHICH SUPPORTED
OPERATIONS OQURING THE DHNFAR WARs CTULD RE INTERPRETED BY
SOUTH YF4ER AS A MOVe TT REDUCE FOREIGN PRESENCE IN THE
ARAEBTAN PENINSULA,

6, (ﬁ?NUFCRN) THE PUSSIBLE RELAXATIDON OF TENSIONS ALONG
THE MAN=STUTH YEMEW BORDOFRs WHICH MAY RESULT FROM THE
NORMALIZATION ANNDUNCFMERT TOGETHER WITH THE DEMISE OF
THE OHAFAR REBELLION AND THE RETURN {(JF SOME STABILITY TO
PAGE & RUEXJICS 3319 AT

WESTERN OMaN, COULD PORTSND A RECONCILIATIUN BETWEEN THE
ToAD COUNTRIES I+ THE LNG RUM,

FREPARED 8Y: 25x1 L IN=2D

(XGDS=2 DECLASSIFY UPNN NDTIFICATINN OF ORIGINATOR)
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. —SECRET-

NEAZ/ARP:PDMOLINEAUX:LB
3/18/%7 EXT 21139

NEA:SSOBER |

PN/ISO:MPASZTALANIEC {SBST} | EUR/NE:SWORREL {SBST?}
DOD/ISA:GSICK {INFOY} NSC:ROAKLEY :
ROUTINE MUSCAT

ROUTINE JIDDA+ LONDON

EXDIS

E.0. 11b52: 6DS

TAGS : e PFORs MARR MPOL+ MU+ UK. US
SUBJECT: UK INTENT DEPART MASIRAH ISLAND

1. UK EMBASSY WASHINGTON HAS DELIVERED AIDE MEMOIRE T0O
DEPARTMENT INDICATING DECISION BY HMG TO CLOSE DOUN ITS
BASE ON MASIRAH ISLAND BY END OF 197&. BASIC RATIONALE
GIVEN IS THAT. SINCE DHOFAR WAR NOW APPEARS TO BE '
SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDED. POLITICAL NEED TO MAINTAIN
MASIRAH BASE NO LONGER EXISTS. AIDE MEMOIRE OFFERS NO
DETAILS+ SUCH AS DISPOSITION OF COMMUNICATIONS
FACILITIES OR BBC TRANSMITTER ON MASIRAH. UK EMBASSY
ASSUNES USG WILL REACT TO AIDE MEMOIRE UITH EXPRESSION

OF INTEREST OR LACK OF INTEREST IN ACCESS T BASE
FACILITIES. .

2. QUESTION OF US INTEREST IN MASIRAH UNDER STUDY AS
PART OF BROADER CURRENT REVIEW OF US PERSIAN GULF POLICY.

AFTER REVIEW COMPLETED. USG WILL PREPARE RESPONSE TO
UK AIDE MEMOIRE. .

3. UK EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE INDICATED THAT HMG AAS NOT
REPEAT NOT INFORMED OMANI GOVERNMENT OF ITS INTENTIONA

- AND REQUESTS THAT USG HOLD MATTER CLOSELY. Wy
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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, MPOL» MUs UK, US
SUBJECT: UK INTENT DEPART MASIRAW ISLAND
REF: STATE 67173

1. FCD HEAD OF MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT LUCAS TOLD EMBOFF
MARCH 30 THAT BRITISH HAD GIVEN US ADVANCE NOTICE OF
THEIR IMPENDING ABANDONMENT OF RAF BASE AT MASIRAM IN
OMAN SO THAT USG COULD DISCUSS ANY “MODALITIES™ BEFDRE
BRITISH INFORM SULTAN. BRITISH WOULD NOW LIKE _TO INFORM
SULTAN BY MID-APRILs AND WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE ANY
USG REACTION BEFDRE THEN,

2+ LUCAS SAID BRITISH WITHORAWAL FROM MASIRAH MAY NOW BE
LINKED TO BRITISH TURNOVER OF SALALAM AIR BASE CONTROL.
BRITISH HAD ORIGINALLY INFORMED SULTAN THEY PROPOSED TO
TURN DVER SALALAM IN OCTOBER 1976. HOWEVER, SUL HAS
BEEN HAVING SOME SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT THIS AND MAY ASK
BRITISH TO CONTINUE TO OPERATE SALALAM THROUGH MARCH
1977, IF SULTAN SO PROPOSES, BRITISH MAY REPLY TO HIM
THAT BRITISH MAY OBTAIN ADDITIONAL FUNDS NEEDED TO EXTEND
SALALAH OPERATION BY TIMELY CLOSING OF MASIRAH.
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WATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ~
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 x C Al

———

SEGRET (GDS) April 1, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR

Mr. George S. Springsteen
Executive Secretary
Department of State

M. Staser Holcomb

Rear Admiral, U.S, Navy
Military Assistant to the Secretary
Department of Defense

. Mr. Richard Monsen
Assistant to the Director
U. S, Information Agency

Mr. Benjamin Evans
Executive Secretary
Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: U.S. Policy Toward Masira Island

The British Government has recently officially informed the USG

that it intends to depart Masira Island at the end of 1976. While

the subject of U. S, policy toward Masira was initially considered

in NSSM 217 and is currently being dealt with within the broader
context of NSSM 238, it would be useful if the USG could enter
~exploratory discussions with the British regarding Masira prior

to the completion of the NSSM 238 response and Presidential decisions
in connection with that response.

Accordingly, a meeting is to be held on the subject of U. S. Policy
Toward Masira on Tuesday, April 6, 1976, at 11:00 a.m. in the
NSC Conference Room, Room 305, Old Executive Office Building.

~SEGRETE (GDS)
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This meeting will be chaired by Robert B, Oakley, ‘Senior Staff
Member for Middle East and South Asian Affairs. Addressees are
requested to send representatives authorized to discuss their Agency
positions regarding Masira and to inform Mr. Oakley's office
(395-3330) of the names of their representatives.

Jeanne W. Davis
Staff Secretary

-SECRET/GDS
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SURJECT: OMANI REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL TUW MISSTLES

REFY STATE 60474 DTG 1222392 MAR 76

{, EMBASSY HAS HAD FURTHER DISCUSSION WITH SAF CONCERNIG

TOW ARSENAL, OMANL NDS SUGGESTION HF MAINTAINING LEVEL
OF 200 ACCEPTABLE IN PRIN SAF WILL PROVIDE SPECIFIC NUMe
A TLES PRESENTLY REQUIRED TO BRING OMANI AWKSENAL UP TO
THTS LEVEL,

2, IN MEANTIME, WHAY IS TIME LAPSE BETWEEN PLACING ORDER
AND RECEIPT OF MISSILES? DO USG SOURCES ANTICIPATE ANNUAL
REPLENISHMENT, OR WOULD TIMING OF REORDER BE BADED STRICTLY
TN ACCORDANCE WITH EXPENDITURE? WILL RESUPPLY Bg ACCDMe
PLISHED UNDER OPEN L0OA, OR WILL NEW DOCUMENTATIUN Rt RFfe
RUIRED EACH TIME?

3. FOR FUTURE LOGISTICS ARRANGEMENTS, SAF POINTS QUT THAT

MONTHS, WENCE, M"READY® BATTERY WILL BE MAINTAINE
PR s |
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SUBJECT: US/UK DISCUSSIONS OF MASIRAH ISLAND
REF:s STATE 84477

le EMENFE SAW FCO ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY WEIR AFTER-
NOON APRIL 9 TO MAKE SURE HE HAD FULL VERSINN CF ZUS/7UK
CISCUSSION OF APRIL 7 NN MASIRAM, FEMBOFF SOUGHT UNSUC-
CESSFULLY TD PRy OUT DOF WEIR EXACTLY HOW MUCH LONGER
BRITISH COULD GIVE USS BRFFORE INFORMING SULTAN OF DECISION
TO ¥1THORAW RAF, fUSS REQUEST TO DEFER DATE OF INFORMING
SULTAN wRULD HAVE TO BE RUN THROUGH NEW FOREIGN SECRETARY
CROSLAMD TU CABINET LEVEL.

2. WEIR STRESSED THAT DECISION TO WITHORAW WAS DICTATED
NOT MERELY BY FINANCIAL STRINGEMCY. -WITH THIS DIS-
FANTLING OF TTS CHAIN OF BASES TO SINGAPDREs RAF DUES NOT
WiSH TO KEEP ITS PERSONNEL IN AN EXCESSIVE HARODSHIP POST
SUCH AS MASIRAH FOR NO APPARENT USEFUL PURPUSE.

Jo HMG ALS) HAS A LEGAL PROBLEM ON ITS HANDS SINCE IT HA
A 99-YeaR LEASE ON THE BASE AREA AND HAS ND ADEQUATE PRO=- ‘
VISION EN THE LEASE FOR UNILATERAL ABROGATION, BRITISH ,
AFRATID THAT WHEN THEY DD ARROGATEs THE SULTAN MAY DEMAND -
COMPENSATION, UMDER THE CIRCUMSTANCESs BRITISH WISH T0O

GIVE THE SULTAN AS MUCH ADVANCE NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL AS

POSSIBLE. HENCEs HMG HOULD STILL LIKE TO ADHERE TO MID=-

: APRIL TIMING OF NOTIFICATION,

i 3

3 4, "IN ANY CASEs WEIR SAID» BRITISH ARE INCLINED TO BE-
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LIEVE THAT, EOLIDAING THE PATTERN OF RRITISH WITHDRAWAL

FROM BAHREIN BASEs US SHOULD MEGOTIATE DIRECTLY WITH
SULTAN OVER ANY FUTURE US USE OF MASIRAH,

5 WEIR SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT BBC FACILITIES AS
DISTINCT FROM KAF FACILITIES WDULD REMAIN IN MASIRAHs AND
THAT (OMANT GOVEZNMEMT HAS SUME PLANS TO USE AIRFIELD

as K FLYING SCHAOUL.
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