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MEMORANDUM ‘tD

THE WHITE HOUSE

/’\\ WASHINGTON

—SEGCRET/SENSITIVE March 9, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT @

Secretary Kissinger asked that I pass the following report of his
meeting with President Sadat to you:

"1 hope this round will be fruitful and decisive.' These first words,
spoken by Sadat at the opening of seven hours of talks here in Aswan,
characterize the mood of hope, expectation and quiet determination
which Sadat reflects. He also added at the press conference that
1this will be a hard round' -- meaning it will be a tough negotiation.

"I covered in some detail the principal points which Sadat is willing to
consider in return for an Israeli withdrawal from the strategic passes
and the oil fields. I got him to delete the point on linkage to a Syrian
o~ agreement which I knew in advance would result in a very adverse
' reaction in Israel. A number of the points which Sadat has given me
are positive, and while some will not be acceptable to the Israelis, 1
am bringing enough with me to at least get the negotiations started in
a serious way. The most positive element we have received is a willing-
ness by Sadat to in effect agree to a no-war pledge. The form of words
in which this is expressed is likely to be haggled over.

"Sadat is having a monumental problem with the military. Significantly
he had with him throughout the day, General Gamasy, his Minister of
Defense, whose support for any agreement is crucial. He brought in
Gamasy to give us a full conceptual explanation from a military point

of view of the next step as seen by the Egyptians. All of the possibilities
discussed by Gamasy would move Egyptian forces east of the passes. 1
felt that it was essential that I tell Sadat ahead of time when I spoke to
him alone afterward that Israel will not accept Egyptian soldiers east

of the passes. We discussed as a possible alternative, a possible small
advance of Egyptian troops to the present Israeli line which is west of
the passes.
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"Gamasy said that the agreement should be based on the following
principles: (1) any line manned by one side should be secure from

the other side's troops; (2) the agreement should not give either

side any military advantage; (3) there should be a balance of troops

in the Sinai for both sides; (4) the new lines should be a sufficient
distance away to give security to the Egyptian people in the cities in

the Suez Canal area and to navigation through the Canal; (5) the buffer
zone should be wide enough to avoid clashes between the two sides;

(6) navigation through the Suez Canal, once opened, would be an obstacle
to Egyptian military reaction in event of renewed hostilities, thus making
it necessary for Egypt to have more forces in Sinai.

"My plan is to return to Aswan on Wednesday. In the meantime you will
have seen that Esenbel has invited me to come to Ankara. I am planning
on having talks with the Israelis on Sunday night and Monday a.m, after
which the Israelis will have 24 hours to think over what I have brought
from Egypt. During this 24 hour period -- Monday afternoon and Tuesday
morning -- I will be in Ankara to discuss the Cyprus situation with all
of the principal Turkish leaders, including Ecevit and Demirel. I will
use the occasion to explore possibilities, but will make no moves in

this regard without further consultation with you. The principal focus
of the discussions will be on what the Turks would be willing to give in
return if we are able to get a commitment from the Greek Government
to the concept of a bizonal federation.

"] leave Aswan early Sunday morning; I will make a brief five hour stop
in Damascus before arriving in Israel Sunday night."
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. MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
&/ i WASHINGTON
(%._
~SEGREZF /NODIS/ XG DS
MEMORANDUM COF CONVERSATION
 PARTICIPANTS: 'Abd al-Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister

: and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Samech Tawfeek Abou Fares, Syrian Arab Republic
Ministry of Foreign Affairs -

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary of State
and Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff

Isa K. Sabbagh, Special Assistant to
Amb. Akins, Jidda (Interpreter)

DATE AND TIME: _ Sunda.y, March 9, 1975

ﬁ . ' 1:55 am - 12: 30pm e o o
| PLAGE: _ .In ca.r from alrport to the - o T e

American Ambassador's Residence; The Resx.dence
Damascus : o :

Khaddam: How is President Ford?

Kissinger: President Ford is fine. .
Schwoebel [driver of the 11mousme] is one of the veterans of the A£r1ka
Corps. That's a joke. :
I said to the press I wanted to review with you the progress toward
peace in the Mijddle East and that peace in the Middle East requires the
participation of all countries. [See arrival statement, attached at Tab A].

Khaddam: Yes.

Kissinger: So, I've put on the record what our attitude is.

Khaddam: How is the health of President Sadat and Mm1ster Fahmy? N
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Kissinger: They're both fine. Fahmy complains that I've said Xhaddam
is the outstanding Foreign Minister in the Arab world. He complains that
I have never said it about him. I said it in Saudi Arabia and they reported
it to the Egyptians.

Khaddam: And hz redly was upset?
Kissinger: He noted he had never had a report of my saymcr it abou.t hi m.
Khaddam, I fmd it very difficult to fmd anybody who does pra1se Mr. Fahmy'

I said it as a joke.

Kissinger: Iknow. "I know that when Fahmy comes to the next NATO meetmg
Khaddam will be jealous.

Khaddam: We might even delegate respons1b1l1ty for him to represent the
Arabs! ~ : :

Kissinger: [indicating something by the roads1de] Is tb13 the UNDOF
memorial here? [Laughter] .

C Khaddam: Your statements in Cau'o smacked of a lot of ophmzsm. - . t e

K1ssmger- No, they were Egy‘ptl.a.n statements. I only sa1d I came here to
make progress. I didn't say progress had been made. . The Egypt:an press -
is very optimistic, but I don't know based on what. ' : S

Khaddam: Egyptian 0pt|.m1sm must be based on 0pt1m15m abmt prooress |
in the Sma1. : . T e
Kissinger: It may be. I've never misled you. It may be based on their
~ hope, then- ‘analysis -- but it is not based on ob;ectwe Israeh propoaals. :
I find by g1vmg President Asad so much expoaure in the Amerman press, |
I'm tui‘n1ng him into a formidable weapon. He's learning how to use the '
Arre rican press with great skill. : )

Khaddarn. Yes, he d1d conduct a few interv-iewe.

: Kissinger: Yes, very skillful. Look, whatever you may think, I want Syria
to have an improving reputation in America. .And you know I have worked
tobring that about. I always say good thmgs about President Asad and the

g . Syrian leadership in America.

-SEGRET/NODIS/XGIS
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Khaddam: This is obvious. We, of course, attribute to you a major
role in persuading the American press and the Congress to visit Syria.

Apparently the 33C broadcast an item that you wer e going to Europe.
to visit Gromyko scoxn.

Kissinger: No, I'm going to Ankara tomorrow.
Rhaddam: Not to Israel?

Kissinger: Yes, tonight I go to Israel, then tomorrow I go to Ankara.
I want to see if they can find Makarios' cook.

Khaddam Thi will be difficult, because his cook is dead.
szsmgg : Really? You looked into it?
Khaddam; No, but it's difficult. I

Kissinger; I'm prepared inprinciple to see Gromyko in Eur0pe, but we
have not fixed a time yet. _

' Khaddgg_:g I was aware ci that and that is why I was’ surpnsed a.t the news
from London.

Kissinger: We have not fixed a time.

Khaddam: What are the general preparatioﬁs tha.t ‘AIs'rael is prepared to do?

Kissinger: The truth is, the Israeli Cabmet is so unreliable tha.t 1 have not .
let them make a decision -~ or, to put it better, I have not asked them to make
a decision, because there would be such trouble in America. But I'll ask
them now, and I will have a better idea after this visit. ‘ T

Khaddam: The Egypt1aﬁs are p1nning great hopes on Dr. K1ys‘s1n.ger"s Avis:.t '

.to the-area. They're raising the people's hopes ih their informm t1on med1a.

.Klssmger I saw that, and franldy I asked Pres1dent Sadat not to be SO

optimistic. Maybe you saw 1t last night.

It's almost Spring here.

What the Egyptians want is the passes and the oil fields.
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Khaddam: Abu Rudeis.
Kissinger: Yes. And the question is what Israel is willing to do.

Khaddam: Israel's own latest statements -- of course, they have been

“varied, but the latest ones indicate that Israél will be willing to give up the
fields.

Kissinger: There are two possible theories., The first is that you're right,
that they're willing. The second possibility is that they're trying to maneuver
to give the impression to the American public that they're willing, amd they
can then put pressure through Congress to give aid, etc. We're putting -
pressure on them now. And I've not really made up my mind.. Because

their statements really are very confusing and their official communications
to me are very vague. This could zg ain have two reasons: one is that they
want to wait until I get here and don't really trust their Ambassador in :
Washington, who is a friend of Golda but not close to Rabin. '.['he_ second
possibility is, again, that they re playing with me. '

Khaddam: Then we assume on this visit you'll get a eleare_r impression. -‘

g 4 K1ssmger~ Absolutely. The confusion must,  and will be ren10w}ed on this
visit. c S UL e LT '

Kha.dda.m.. OK, you get a clear 1mpress10n on thxs v151t but 1_t' you thmk
they're ma.neuvermg, what will be your dec1sxon? : : o
Klssmger' In that case, we w111 have to ta.ke a drastxc reexammatlen of T
policy in Wash1ngton. : - : : S
Kha.ddarn' The conclusmn is, therefore that if you contmue, your unpressxon _.
.is_good and you have a green 11ght. - '
Kissinger: Yes, but I'll let you know- you don't have to guess. But I want
'your President to know that whatever they may say in the papers, we do not- -
c00perate in their isolation of Syria. That is not our pohcy‘. :

Khaddam: Actually, we don't derive our interpretation of their attitude -
from statements. The way events develop gives us a clearer picture. _

With respect to the Palestinians, there is nothing new?

% . -SECRET/NODIS/XGDS
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zissinger: No, I mean our basic attitude is what I described iast time.,

“7e are not permznently hostile to the Palestinians. But we have to pick

the right moment. Because there is something about the country of
Palestine that producas i eaks to the press.

Khaddam: Did you hea= about Presidert Asad's speech last night?

Kissinger: Yes, it was very strong. I must say the President thinks he
understands my tactics, and he probably does, but I understand his!

- Khaddam: No, the President is working in accordance with a strategy,
not tactics. What the President offered to the Palestinians is the result of
long-term discussions with them. And the majority of the Arab countries
will go.along.
Kissinger: But the timing is tactics.
Khaddam: But it was the appropriate occasion. It was the 8th of March,

Kissinger: Why are all the flags up? I appreciate it. You didn't have to
do it. ) _ L

‘Khaddam: It's a national day.-
Kissinger: This is a new route. SRR
Sabbagh: We're going to the Residence.

[At 12:15, the motorcade arrived at the Residence. The Secretary
and Minister Khaddam took their seats in the living room. ]

Kiss'mger: You realize the only reason King Faisal 'receiv'ed me is so hé'

can hear Isa [Sabbagh] speak in-Arabic. He never looks at me, always at

Isa. He picks the lint off him!

Khaddam: King Faisal has told me of his admiration for you. -

Kissinger: I believe he is an outstanding man.
[The ladies arrive. ]

How was Cuba?

é Khaddam: I haven't gone yet., I'm going on the 17th now.

-SEEREF/NODIS’XGDS
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& Kissinger: I made some friendly remarks about Cuba last Saturday.
[in the speech at Houston].

Khaddam: And we'll 2150 be saying some good things about Cuba in Cuba.
We might attack th= United States in Cuba. [Laughter].

Kissinger: I suspected! Be careful, because we may be improving our
relations.

What is the purpose of that meeting?

Khaddam: It is a regular meeting of the office for coordination of
non-aligned nations.

Kissinger: The most formidable alliance today is the alliance of the
non-aligned.

Khaddam: It is not an alliance in the true sensé, but itf s on 'th-e v&ay. '
Kissinger: I‘s Mrs. Khaddam going with you? | ‘
L | thddarﬁ: Yes, whenever I travel, I try tolt.a,k_e héf. C
Kissinger: _I, try to do that. B - o '.."
Khaddam: Will we meet in Cuba? o -
Kis sing‘e.r‘: ‘Aslvc C-astro.
Khaddam: I dont' think he will object.
o | Kissinger: Maybe next year. )
‘Khaddam: To effect a r‘econcilation between the U. S. and Cl%.ba;
Kissinger: You can tell the Cubans we are in principle ready. -

Khaddamf Senator Javits went:

Kissinger: Yes, but that was not official.

b _SEGREF/NODIS/XGDS
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Khaddam: What is the news of 0il?
Kissinger: You're going to reduce the price?

Khaddam: No.

Kissinger: You don't have any. That's the only thing that saves us.
Khaddam: But we're going to discover some. When the oil of the other
Arabs begin to dwindle, it's then that the Syrians will strike oil. The
initial surveys show good prospects.

Kissinger: You should All your neighbors have 011

Khadda_m Certain companies have ma.de offers. Some American companies
offered to survey off-shore. : ' ' - '

Kissinger: 1 wouldn‘t be surprised if you have sb:ue. '

'Khaddam: We have some -~ 70 million tons in 1975 It's small, but we |

-

expect to have good prospects. ' B R ‘_';\f .

Kissinger: Wlll you join OPEC'? ‘

Paduiabcicinirndt ~ Iouiadid

e

' Khaddarn: Of~course. We ha.ve to - help the Saud1s and the Algenans. ; [Laughter] .

Kissinger: The pr1ce will double‘ '

Khaddam: Of course, because we - have to make up the losses due to the ’
United States. The Saudis and Algerians help us in war when we are

fighting, so we have to help their economies. We promised King Faisal
to pray in Jerusalem. : : el : L

"Kis siriug er: When?

Khaddam: It will happen.

You're not optimistic?

Kissinger: No, I'd like to see him exercise his religious convictions.

e

Khaddam: There is a difference between being pleased and bei g3 ’tn%“suc.
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Zisgsinger: They told me a joke. They said Golda Meir took me o the
ailing Wall and said to me, "If you pray here, you're talking directly
to God." So 1l saic I kope peace comes to the Middle East. So she said
"Why don't you try z=cizer prayer?" So I said peace will be achieved on
the '67 borders. So Gelda turned to her security people and said, ''Look
at that idiot. He tzinks he's talking to God and he's talking to a wall."
[Laughter]. ‘

Khaddam: It's a joke, but it sounds true.

Kissinger: There is an element of truth in it. [To Sisco]. The Foreign
Minister is in great form. He's going to Cuba.

Khaddam: It's not final.
Kissinger: He thinks the oil price is too low.
Khaddam: It's because the dollar is doing down.

Kissinger: I like the speech of Boumediene. It was a very statesmanlike
speech. T ' :

-t

@

Khaddam: We're ach1ev1ng a.ss1stance from the Ara.b countr1es in dollars
and since the value of the dollar is going down, we have asked the Arab
countries to increase their assistance to a commensurate extent
' Kissinger: Have they done it? -
. Khaddam: Not yet.

Kissinger: Has it been published how much they have given?

Khaddam: No.

[At 12:30 the group went outside on the porch for drinks after lunch.
Secretary Kissinger took General Shihabi aside, when he arrived, for a

private conversation of about 10 minutes. ]

[The exchange of toasts at the luncheon is attached at Tab B.]

( . -SEERET/NODIS/XG DS - | e
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SUBJ: SZCYISIT: SXCHANGE OF T0ASTS AT SHCRETARY KISSINGER™S
LUNCHEQN IN MONOR OF SYRIAN FORZIGH MINISTER
KHA00w, O0AMASCUS, MAR 9, 1973

1. TRAWNSCRIPT OF SECRZTARY XISSINCER® TOQ:T"
QU072 1 ¥OD LIKE TO EXPRESS THE CREAT PLEASURE Wt HAUE
13 WELCOMING THE FOREICN AIHISTIR, ®RS. KHADDAD aND ALL OUR
QTR 3TAIAN FRIENDS 70 THX AMERICAN IM3a5SY. I HAD THE» -
PLZASURZ OF FIRST MEITIAG THWE FORSIGH BINISTER IN DECEMBER,
1373, BIFLI THEN 1 HAYE BELIR 18 DAAASCUS A30UT THIRTY o
TIPS, 1 a3 IAZ OF THE WORLD'S @REaT EXPERTI 08 THE .~
~ ROQUTZ ¥FRCA THEL AIRPCRT TO THE GUEST HOUSE, AND O THE '
TACTICS OF THAU FORZIGH MIAISTER, WHICH TOASIST GF GOING CF
THE ATTACK IMMEDIATELY UPDA BY ARRIYAL. I3 FalT, 1 waatr -
T0 CORPLIFMENT MIM, HE HAS COGHMPRESSED TME TIME SCHEDWLLE
NOY, ARD WE Ca¥ GET IATO A FULL ATTACK FROM A4 STANDIZG
STARY 13 TEN SYCOMND5, (LAUGHTZIR) I Ca® SaY 9ITH aSURAANCT
THAT WHATZVEIR ELSE RAY HAPPIN IN BYRIaN-aMEIRICad R-LAT;CSS,
3T WiLL QQT 3% DUE TO0 THE INADEQUATEZ DEFERSZ OF
- SYAIAd INTERELT 3Y T”E SYRIAN CFFICIALS THAT I Have a?~
COUNTER: D.

(f"}l?

18 THE YEAR AND A HALF THAT WE Have HAD THE PRIVILEGZ B
OF MEZTIAS I MaYE LTARJED TO UADERSTAND THEZ SYRIAN POINT
OF VIEY, THE S'RIAN PRIDE, THZ SYRIAY DEDICATIOY TO0 1T3
PRIVCIPLES, W) HAYE DORXED TUGITHIR OF ONEZ ACRIZMEINT, AND
YHILE I7 YAS A DIFFICULT #EG0TIATION, I THIHX IT BRIUSGHT OUR/»
TWO COUNTRIZS 1LOSEZR TOGEIHZR, a5 1 CONTINUE THE AMIRICAl /©
EFFORYS I3 THIY aRZa, IT 1S BaA3ED O THE COAVICTION THaT a/y
LASTIHNG PEACE 1¥ THE MIDOLE E£a5T MUST IACLUDE ALL OF THE |-
CCACZANED COUIIRIES, THIS IS5 OUR Sa3IC ATTITUDE 13 %¥HaYl-
. ZVER CONTRIBUTION I Cad MaX: TO LaSTIia8 PEACE, I3 T4E
PROCTS3, I BELIEVI THAT SYRIAN-AMIRICAN REILATIONS +HAVE
DRAAATICALLY IMPRIVED, AND Wb WILL TO YHATEZVEZR [Z 13 OUR
PGYER S0 THZY 4ILL CONTIAUE TO IAPROVZI. AS WE HAVZ LEARNED . -

UNCLASSITIED T A
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9 %03% ISGETHER I AUTUAL RESPICT AND GROWING UNDERSTasd1ds,
A DDIFIDSNT YT CAG SURHOUNT WHATEVER DISFICULTIZS EXIST
T3 TIAZ IO TIRE. 1 HAYE GREATLY APPRICIATED THE QPPOR-
TUAITY OF YORYIIS FITH THE FOREISY HINISTEZR, GZNERAL SHI-

- Ha3i, sAJ 07 COURSZ 9174 PRESIDEYT ASAD a¥D JTHIRS HERE.

i YOULD LIUE 73 >SCPOSE A T93537T 70 THE FHIENDSKIP RETITIH
THE SYazan AND 3RITICAY PEIOPLE. uanuarf

-

() 0-"

2. TRANSLATICH ‘“’ﬂ ARABIC OF FOREISH ﬁlﬁis Z3 XHADDaAAR'S
T0ASTs AUOTZ ™MR. SEZCRETARY, LADIZS AalD CGEXTLERZN: Fals
THE BOTTOM OF MY H&ART I THANX YOU 08 3EHALF OF MYSILF AdD
MY COLLEAGUES ARD FRIENDS OF THZI SYRIAW SIDE FOR THIS
GRACIOUS INVITATICN TO THE RESIDEHCI 07 THEI aMZRIcCAd EX-
BASSY. AND I ALSO THaNX YJU FOR THE GRACIGUS Wi3Ds Y08 -
HAVE UTTERED IN APPRECIATION OF THE GOOD RELATICONS BETNIZR
THE UNATTZD STATES AND SYRIA. YOU HAYE REFIRRED TO YEAR
REPEATED VISITS TO OUR COUNTRY. 4AaD 1 BELIZVE THAT DVRING
~ THIS PERIOD aNJ THROUGH THEISE VISITS TOU HayE COME 10

" APPRECIATZ AND UNDERSTAND WHAT Wi FLEL AND HOW WE FEX
ABOUT CERTAIN THINGS,

AS PRESIDENT ASAD SAI) EVER SINCE THE FIRST MEETING, I
WOULD LIXE TO REITERATE THAT QuUR COUNTRY YARTS AN3 STIVYES
- FOR PEACE., YE HAVE WORXED, YE ARE STILL WORXING, AdD ¥k
WILL CONTINUE TO wORX TOWARO THE REALJZATION OF a3 JuUsT . -
- PEACE, YE WeRE VEAY CLEAR YMEN SL SalD THAT PEACE MEANS TO. -
US FIRST: THE PRESERVATION FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
¥ THEIR L’GIT&MATE RIGHTS; S~CO§DL7: THE COMPLETE WITH= -

~ - DRaAWAL OF ISRAELI FORCEZS FROM OyYR OCCUPIED LA¥NDS. A¥D IT

1S FROM THIS ANGLE THAT VE VIEY £FFORTS 1N THIS DIRSCTION .
TCWARD A JUST SOULTION, AND FROM THIS ANGLE APPZARS THE - . -
COMPREHENSIVE LOOX AT A& JUST PEACE. THAT IS WAY vE 13 -

SYRIA AND THE REST OF THE .aRAB COUNTIRES waNT JuST a0 - = -
PERMANZAT PEACE, AaND IT ¥AS ON THIS BASIS THAT WE NSL- . -
COMED ALL THE EFFCRTS THAT WERE SPEAT WITHIN THIS raax;-f-.,.

- WORX a#d 14 THIS DIREZCTION.

1 ¥I5H YOUY,MR. SECRETaRY, and YOU, MRS, NISSIWGER, A VEQ? o
GOCD SOJOURA I3 OUR COUNTRY. AHD I HOULD LIXE TO ENPHA-
. SIZZ, AMD ASSURE Y2U THAT .OUR COUNTRY STREICHES CUT THE aAam -

- D7 FRIZADSHIP TO MEST THE ARM OF FRIZHDSHIP EXTENDED BY A¥Y
OTHER COHATAY I3 THE SAME SPIRIT. Wz STRETCH QUT THIS aam
OF FRIZAHDSHI? TCWARD ANY COURTRY YWHICH SHARES ¥ITH U5 MUTIRAL
RESPEZCT 25D ¥WHICH HMAS #MUTUAL 1A4TIRISTIS wiTH US, I8 THIS
CONNECTION, RESFTAERCT AUST BE MADE TO THE EFFORTS MaADE BY
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SYRIAS ad0 THE UNITZD STaTI5 UF ABIRICA.
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MEMORANDUM CF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: President Hafiz Al-Asad of the Syrian Arab
: Republic

Abd al-Halim Khaddam, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs

Muhammad Heydar, Deputy Prime M1n1ste1' for
Economic Affairs

Maj. General Naji Jamil, Deputy Minister of
Defense and Air Force Chief of Staff

Maj. General Hikmat Shihabi, Army Chief of Staff:

Adib Daoudi, Presidential Adviser

Dr. Assad Elias, Presidential Press Secretary

Dr, Henry A, K1ssunger, Qecretaly of St a.te

~ and A5515tant to the President for National uecurity
Affairs :

Amb,. Richard Murphy, U.S., Ambassador to Syrla

Joseph J. Sisco, Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs

Robert B, Oakley, NSC Staff

Peter W, Rodman, NSC Staff fhr

Isa K. Sabbagh, Special Assistant to Amba ssador
Akins, Jidda (Interpreter)

DATE & TIME: Sunday - March 9, 1975
' 3:15 - 7:30 p., |

Damascus, Syria

[Press and photographers were admitted at the beginning. The American
press contingent addressed questions to President Asad. ]
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Richard Valeriani (NBC-TV): Mr., President, do you think another agree-
ment between Egvot and Israel is a good idea?

Asad: I have no idea. Dr. Kissinger is saying there is no agreement yet.

Kissinger: I have 13 assistants on the airplane conducting the negotiation
for me,

Wilbur Landrey (UPI): Is Syria seeking or does it want another interim
accord on the Golan Heights before a full settlement?

Asad: We would agree to an interim agreement provided it takes place on
all the fronts. We are against separate, partial agreements. If you would
have asked Dr, Kissinger on the way here, you would know this. [1aughter]

Kissinger: I have told them already, Mr. President. They didn't believe |
me., They have to hear it from you.

Barry Schweid (AP): There is some confusion about whether you are
interested in a separate peace treaty with Israel if Israel withdraws from
the Golan Heights, the Gaza strip and the West Bank. Could you clear up
that confusion for us, Mr, President? :

Asad: We are ready to end the state of belligerency with Israel in accordance
with Resolution 338, which stipulates that Israel should withdraw completely
from all the Arab territories it has occupied since 1967, and if there is ’
restoration of the legitimate rights of the Palestinians,

Barry Schweid: I asked about a peace treaty, Mr. President.

Asad: In Resolution 242 there is nothing called a peace treaty., In any case
we are not enamoured of treaties, even if they are treaties of friendship.
What is important is to move toward a condition of peace and not just to sign
treaties.” And an end of the state of war is what we are seeking and is
stipulated in Resolution 242, '

Marvin Kalb (CBS-TV): If there is a unified command between Syria and
the Palestinians, would this give an opportunity to Syria to represent the
Palestinians at the Geneva Conference?

Asad: It all depends on the resolution taken by the political command. In
a scnse you're right; it would give the Palestinians the opportunity to go to
Geneva, Dut it could also prevent Syria from going to Geneva. It depends
on the decision of the political command. In essence it means either we

!; might go together or stay away together.. ' o
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Ted Koppel (ABC-TV): If there is a joint command established, is it
imminent, and i so, how imminent?

Kissinger: My harcest negotiation isn't here, Mr. President; it's on the
airplane,

Asad: You're right. It is only 12 hours since I made my statement; it is

too early to tell. But within one hour of my statement, I received a

telegram from Chairman of the Executive Committee Yasir Arafar express-
ing welcome to the proposal. The leadership should convene and study the
matter. If they decide now that they are ready, we will be ready now to unite.
Certainly they will agree. ' ‘

Barry Schweid: What is the effect of this on your joint command with the
Egyptians?

Asad: Who knows? If not now, then in the future, we might become a tripartite
command., ’ ‘ : ,

Tbed Koppel: Thank you véry much, Mr, President.

r The press was ushered out.
press v |

Kiséingér: Now we can talk about Sisco.
Asad: The press is like food; sometimes it's peppe'r;d with peoison,

Kissinger: Our press doesn't want to find out the news; they want to create
‘the news by their questions. [Asad nods yes.] So when they know the situation
is very complicated, they ask simple questions which they know will irritate
somebody. ' ’

Asad:. Welcome.

Kissinger: Thank you.
Asad: I notice from your statements with President Sadat something new.
You never said before that there were problems; especially [I see this now]
in President Sadat's statements., I have the impression things are moving
more easily than is apparent in those statements. [laughter]

~-SEGREF/SENSITIVE/XGDS/NODIS
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Kissinger: I knew it couldn't be that simple. If he had said that success is
assured, you wculd be at peace. But since he says there are problems,
you know success iz assured! [laughter]

Asad: Dr, Kissinger and I are used to exchanging those "snapshots, "

Kissinger: Thers have been occasions when I have yearned for a less
intelligent Syrian leader,

Asad: There were occasions when a more intelligent

Kissinger: No, less intelligent maybe.

Asad: In the history of Syria, there have been quite a few geniuses, Perhaps
you don't know.

Kissinger: I haven't noticed in my experience that lack of intelligence is a
Syrian disease. [The Syrians laugh and comment to themselves, ]

Asad: [to Kissinger] It is an internal joke.
Kissinger: Oh, you know some? [laughter]

L. ) About President Sadat: the mood in Egypt is very mercurial. For example,
all last week the Egyptian press reported very optimistically. Quite
honestly, I knew no basis for these reports, since thére is nothing new
since I last saw you. Then yesterday they said something pessimistic, so
you are convinced the optimism was well founded!

Khaddam: With your advice.

Kissinger: I told him to say something?
Asad: No, in égreement}. ‘Not only because of the atmosphere in the area,
perhaps you agreed it should be so to bring some pressure on Israel.

Kissinger: From that point of view, there is some merit in what you say.
Not from the point of view that 'anything had been achieved which we are
hiding from you, but from the point of view that too much optimism creates
the impression of excessive eagerness on the part of [to] the Israelis. [He
nods yes]

There is nothing of particular news from Aswan. I'll tell you what there is,
then I'll give you my analysis of the situation, I want to say 1 have-zead your
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many statements, and I have encouraged your many statements because,
as you know, I have sent many senior journalists here. So I am not un-
happy-that you are being heard in America. Quite the contrary. You see,
the precondition for our being able to do something for Syria is to -- 1
don't want to say anything offensive -- make Syria respectable in America.
For 15 years, for a variety of reasons, Syria found itself in a position in
America where it was considered totally irrational, totally anti-United
States, and totally intransigent., And you have done an enormous amount
to correct that,

Let me go back to the situation, first with Egypt, and then the overall
situation. You know that Egypt has asked for the passes and the oil fields;
they have said so publicly. They have not made any particular proposals
other than elaborations of the disengagement agreement applied to the new
situation,

Asad: What do you mean?

Kissinger: For example, there are proposals adapted to the situation of
Israeli withdrawal -- where should the lines be, where should the forces
be, civil administration, etc,
& ;- Asad: What is the purpose? That the Egyptians have not presented proposals
: other than asking for the passes and the oil fields and new details pertaining
to the new situation? .

Kissinger: Right,

Asad: The same conditions as disengagement, but applied to the new
withdrawal? :

: Kissinger: Yes,_ But.of course the front would be more extensive, and new
positions have to be found. We went through this for 30 days,

.Asad:~I am now presenting some figures just as a for-instance: There are
10 kilometers along the Canal where there are thinned-out forces; I'm
assuming, when this new withdrawal is carried out, .,

Kissinger: If. If.

Asad: Of course. [laughter] S AN

Kissinger: I am sure you think it's already arranged.

H
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Asad: The news agencies think so.

Kissinger: They're wrong.

Asad: The English ard Americans.

Kissinger: The Tz g ish have no sources of information., And the American
press is in a nihilistic mood. Those questions were designed to encourage
international d1ffu,ulu es, That is the purpose of these questions. You
answered very skillfully, But you have seen here up to now only the
columnists, not the daily press,

So let me give you where the situation is, and what my analysis is, and-the
strategy.

For if there are new lines, it will be the same principle as the earlier one --
a demilitarized zone and a thinned-out zone, and so forth,

So this is what was discussed in general terms, and without any numbers,
and without any exactly clear line, And the difficulty is, the Israeli
Government is very... complicated, and it is complicated because I think. .
Rabin and Allon genuinely want to move towards peace. Rabin suffers
from the difficulty that he is the brightest student in the class and needs
a grade every week, and must give an interview every week with some
“superclever statement. I mean I always have the impression that with °
each interview, the subtitle should be, "Look how clever I am." He gives
an interview with the Washington Post. I can understand an interview with
~ an Israeli paper, but why he needs to give an interview with the Washington
Post I can't understand. But I think these two want peace,

Peres wants to be the Prime Minister., Or he and D'ayan> will work this out,
So they are maneuvering in a purely tactical sense in Israeli domestic
politics,

Asad: They are in agreement, Peres and Dayan?

.Kissinger: It's a good question. Six months ago, I would have said yes,
Peres is the junior partner of Dayan., But it is conceivable now that Peres
thinks he can be the Number One man. So you have these three. The Chief
of Staff actually is quite sensible.

Asad: Gur.

Kissinger: Gur is quite sensible. \«
-
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Asad: Always, the Chief of Staff is sensible. [Laughter, particulary
from Shihabi. ] ’

Kissinger: He has an obsession about hills, but otherwise... In a toast
at a dinner, I szid, "I'm looking for some flat country from which Israel
can withdraw," D:id you read it? I said it in Jerusalem.

Asad: Ididn't read it, They didn't make it public,
Kissinger: Do we have it, Peter?
Rodman: I'll see if we can get it,

Kissinger: In the toast, I said a number of things they didn't like. I left
the next day. It would be interesting to see if it was published in the Israeli
newspapers, I'll send it to you.

The rest of the Israeli Cabinet is totally untested. Nobody has an idea of
what they will do in a critical situation -- including Rabin, I mean Rabin
doesn't know what they'll do.. So I'm speaking quite honestly; I didn't ask
them for a decision, because it would be in the newspapers, which would
make the situation in the Middle East, which is already quite complicated,

i - more complicated, So I have not since early December received any

L/ specific Israeli ideas, and those ideas were in the newspapers, so you
know about them.

B -

Asad: For a whilé jrou had several meetings with the Israeli Amb.as'sado'r.

Kissinger: The Israeli Ambassador? In Washington? Or in Damascus?
[laughter] g

Asad: We haven't given him a visa yet!
Kis si.n?f: er: I met with him very frequentiy. The Israeli Amhba ssador in
Washington was particularly close to Golda Meir; he was Chef de Cabinet

- to Golda, - He does not have a particularly close relationship with Rabin.
I have to see him from time to time, importantly for reasons of American
domestic politics, I can remember only one meeting with him in the interval,

[to Rodman]: Only one, I think.

Rodman: One.
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http:Ah7;J.YS

LSAINOLLLY L/ NUD D/ AULDD

Kissinger: Of %ourse, he immediately runs to every newspaner. Anrd the
last time I met we spent 90 percent of the time on the questicn of guarantees
for Israel. I had made a public statement which the Israelis objected to.

The Israelis have not made any new decisions. But they will have to consider
them in the next wesaks,

I have read with zreat care your statements, and as I have said to the
Foreign Minister and to General Shihabi, I have great sympathy for your
statements,

You know my personal view on these matters: I think one must not run
counter to Arab unity. On the other hand, here is the difficulty that I face,
and which also has'to be realized. And I recognize you have your difficulties
here; the Arab side has its difficulties. But at least we should understand
each other. Let me give you my analysis first of my domestic situation and
then of the local situation.

My domestic situation -~ our domestic situation. I'll explain why I speak of
"my'" domestic situation in a moment, "

There isnoone in Ame_rica now, except myself, with sufficient authority
to bring about an Israeli withdrawal, Anywhere. And, second, there is
nobody in the world right now who can bring about an Israeli withdrawal

- except the United States. For the next few years anyway. This I consider

a fact -- regrettable or whatever, but it is a fact.

Now, to return to my situation. I'm in the peculiar situation that, generally
speaking, a Secretary of State in America is not popular, but in my case I
have through a series of events a very high popularity. But since I'm not a
political figure, I have the sort of popularity that popular Presidents have,
but I can't translate it into action the way Presidents can. I'm speaking very
frankly. So I have to maneuver with some care. And since I have this
popularity -- I'm rated number one in the most-admired poll-- I create a
real problem for the opposition, who must reduce my popularity before

the election, If a year from now I still have 80% popularity, then just.by

being°there -- I'don't have to campaign -- I'm a threat to the Democratic
candidate, ' )
Asad: Between parentheses, so to speak -- is there anything that prevents

you from running?

Kissinger: Yes, because I wasn't born there., But if not, I would have a-

pretty good chance,

ey
A
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Asad: Is that the law?

Sisco: It's ir the Constitution,

Kissinger: So there is a reservoir of people with an interest in destroying
me anyway, regzrdiess of policy, and they can hardly wait to inflict what
looks like a setback an me. Quite frankly, a lot of the problem with aid
to Cambodia has nothing to do with Cambodia but is an effort to destroy
that particular line of policy.

So I give you this explanation because it's not the Jewish Community alone,
but if you add this to the Jewish Community, and the newspapers and
television they control, you have what amounts to a very formidable
opposition. And therefore I have to spend an enormous amount of care -
and time to maneuver in such a way so as to paralyze the various centers
of opposition to me to prevent them from combining against me. For
example -- you can study it for yourself -- whenever I start going to the ,
Middle East, there is an immediate press campaign against me. It always
coincides with my trips to the Middle East. And one reason I usually go
in two stages is so I can determine where the attack is coming from and
then spend some of my time in the interval in blunting it. Now in every

. . -previous move -- I give you all these explanations because... Rabin

" speaks of isolating Syria; that is not our strategy. Our strategy is to
-isolate the opponents of moves that I believe must be made, even though
it coincides for a short distance. And even though our strategy includes
steps they don't want to take,

-

Take the Egyptian problem, Sinai. Two months ago they were speaking of
ten-year agreements and nonbelligerency and a 30-50 kilometer withdrawal.
In the last two months -- in our domestic diseussion, and therefore in-part
of the Israeli discussion -~ we have managed at least to get people to talk
about the passes and the oil fields and not to talk of ten years, so our
problem can be managed in our domestic situation. Everyone in America
now accepts that progress must be made. T .
My difficulty in America is I can't create conditions simultaneously for
Syria’ and for Egypt. I can keep it on peoples' minds that Syria has a claim. .
In every public statement I make I speak of your moderation, which is not
common in America, And I think -- Joe, you sit with my [press] people
on the plane -- I've gotten in the heads of those 14 people on the plane,
75% of whom are Jewish, that somecthing must be done on Syria., And
they're alrcady talking about it and wondering what month,

L> ~SEERET /SENSITIVE /NODIS/XGDS
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So I understand your view. You made it clear to me last October, last
November, and last time I was here, and you've made it clear publicly.

I respect it and indeed I have great sympathy for it. All I can say is,
first of all, I don't e:courage any Arab leader to do anything he doesn't
volunteer to me, I'm not going around the Arab world proposing strategies.
Secondly, you know when I traveled last year, the Shah of Iran and Bhutto
told me to drop everything and put it to Geneva because I would only lose
prestige. I have continued because I thought if we stopped, there was
great danger there would be a stalemate. And you should remember that
in America, the people who want to go to Geneva are largely Israeli
supporters,

- - This is what we're trying to do, to make progress on all fronts but within the
. limits of what I can support domestically, and to express our ‘willingness to
make as major an effort for one Arab country as for another.

I have %o tell you quite frankly -- I've already told you this -- the problem

of the Palestinians is a problem of particular difficulty, Because while I

think that in America public opinion is beginning to be more sympathetic

to the Arab cause, and while what you and President Sadat and King Faisal

and others have done has been very constructive in this direction, the

Palestinians of course in America are considered terrorists. And this is
- an extremely complicated situation,

I have stated to you what our basic policy is with respect to them. And I
tell you frankly one reason I've not approached them before is that there is
something about Palestine that makes people incapable of keeping secrets.
Both the Israelis and the Palestinians put everything into the newspapers.
'If I had as much confidence in them as I have in you I would be in touch
with them now. But I cannot give them the power to destroy us. And from
the minute we authorize a contact, they have the power to do this. That is
why in the past we authorized contacts only on intelligence levels, SO we
could say we were only collecting information.

But we ‘are not.in principle opposed to talking with the Palestinians. But
" we have not solved the problem which I have mentioned to you -- and in any-
case it's a difficult timing problem for us.

Asad: You mean, when to get in touch with the Palestinians?
Kissinger: Yes. We have to time it for the moment when it doesn't give

them too strong a weapon to destroy whoever establishes contact. Or when
I want to get rid of Sisco.

w SECRET/SENSITIVE /NODIS/XGDS
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Asad: So you're hanging on tenaciously to Mr, Sisco. [laughter] We now
understand one angle of your strategy! o '

T

Kissinger: As long as I can keep an eye on him,

I wanted to explain this so there is no misunderstanding of our purposes.
You used the word "acrobatics' the other day.

Asad: Yes!
Kissinger: It's pretty true. It's true! [laughter]

Asad: We never say anything that's not true. Sometimes you do not sense
the truth of my uiterances, but the passage of time brings it forth. [laughter]

Kissinger: No, I understand.

Asad If you were actually to review our dlscussmns, you would find there is
no room for any surprises,

Kissinger: I agree. You have been very fair. You've told me your position
exactly. But I've told you my position as well. When Khaddam travels
around, you will see we have not given this ana1y51s of our domestic situation
to anybody.

Asad: We don't know whether Minister Khaddam will be visiting the same
countries as you. He won't be going to Turkey, and you're not going to

.meet soon Mr. Gromyko, as you are according to the papers, from whom

we won't find out what you told h1m. And Minister Khaddam won't be going

to Israel. [laudhter] : ‘ e

Kissinger: I offered him a ride.

Asad: As for Egypt, of course, Minister Isthail Fahmy always tells us

' things because he is familiar with the international situation, perhaps more

than what he knows of the Arab world. But what he tells us is not necessarily
what Dr. Kissinger told him, -

Kissinger: I'll undoubtedly go to Saudi Arabia and Jordan, and you'll hear
from them.,

Asad: DBecause we're brothers,
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Kissinger: But I kope you remember, Arabic is the languags of epic poetry.
{laughter]

Asad: The Arabic larguage is the language of imagination and reality at the
same time. Ycu musin't forget, the Arabs contributed greatly to mathe-
matics and the sciences,

Khaddam: And logarithms.

Asad: And science and chemistry. In other words, the Arabic language is
very rich, but in addition it was truly a language of epic poetry. This is

- one of our attributes -- there is always a connection between the spirit and

things material. Because we want to build up a person spiritually and
materially. That is why we are at variance somewhat with the West and
with the East,

Kissinger: Do you know the joke about the difference between capitalism
and communism?

Asad: Arabs! [laughter]

Kissinger: Capitalism is the exp101tat10n of man by man, and communism
is exactly the opposite. [la.ughter]

Asad: This is consonant with my definition, because only Arabs... -

Kissinger: Incidentally, I don't think our press got your subtle point when
you said you were also against fr1endsh1p treaties. '

Asad: I really would like them to get it, even if delayéd. I reaI‘izeDr.
Kissinger got it right away. [Asad laughs. ] Even if they didn't realize . .
the dimensions of the remark, they'll get it from the remarks.

Kissinger: I think they'll get it. With a little help from Sisco. [1aughtef]
Asad: Of course, as we said, treaties and agreements are one thing, and"
friendships are another. And agreements are one thing and peace is another.

Kissinger: I understand that too.
Asad: For example, our rclations with Dr, Kissinger are very good, but

if you asked me to sign a piece of paper now saying so, I wouldn't. Because
it is not so logical. o

Kissinger: No

SECREF/SENSITIVE/NODIS/XGDS
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Asad: Because just to suggest it would create ano her'question which

g ; would have to bz ‘zced, : =
Kissinger: I have z2lways believed foreign policy must be based on realities.
I have said to Rabi= -- and he has now said so publicly -- that all wars in
history started hetween countries who are at peace. It's a peculiarity of
the Middle East that wars in the Middle East start between countries who
are already at war. [laughter] It's very funny; in the Mideast there have
been four wars, and also four periods of relative peace. In the Sub-
‘continent, there have been four wars, but the conditions of peace have

never been abrogated. [to Sisco]: They still have diplomatic relations.
[Sisco nods yes. ]

' So the leaal foundation has some symbolic significance, but real peace
depends on other factors,

Asad: The first time you had a philosophical discussion it was around
such points too. I shunted you off the track. You know all thcse gentle-~

men [indicating the Syrian participants].

KiSSinger: Yes, I think all except this gentleman.

~ - Asgad: The Deputy Prime Minister and head of the Economic. Affalrs
Commission [Heydar] .
Kissinger: Yes, I've met him. -  ‘._

Asad: And.he is at the same time an epic poet.. [laughter]

Kissinger: We were talking, Mr. President, about the legal conditions
involved in making peace, and I agree with you that the real conditions are
at least as important if not more important than the legal conditions.

So this was the explanation of why we act as we do. But the point I want to
stress is: It is not our intention to isolate Syria, And we are prepared to
e . make-a major effort on the Golan as well. And there is nothing in it for
' - us, except to maintain our relationship with the Arab world. The Golan
is not an American interest, B

Asad: What arc the major points of difference between the Israelis and
the Egyptians?

L ~SEEREF/SENSITIVE/NODIS/NGDS
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Kissinger: I'll know that better by the middle or end of this week., A

n
in that case I'll either send you a message through our Ambassador, o
come back. Because there has not yet been a concrete negotiation in
the sensc of the Israelis putting forward concrete propositions.

Yot
-
T

Asad: The Isrzelil representatives themselves made statements, includin
certain data. The Israelis have made statements to the effect that if Egyp
agrees to the termination of the state of belligerency, they will give up
the passes and thz oil fields,

Kissinger: Yes, they have said that, for the end of belligerency and a ten-
year agreement., At one point they said if they take no more Soviet arms.
But this is like the first map they gave you, in which they kept all of Mt.

Hermon. So I don't know yet what they will do., "And frankly we have no
"'experlence with this Cabinet. The previous agreements were with the old

Cabinet, which was very difficult, but had two commanding personalities,
Dayan and Golda Meir. If the Israelis maintain the positions they have
stated -- which would be crazy but is not excluded -- then we will have

..~ to abandon the effort, and then we have to see what happens. But I don't
~ believe it will do anybody any good. T

Our overall strategy is what I told you last summer -- to bring about a
series of withdrawals so at some point Israel will say they want to make

-oa final peace, and it would not be on one front but on all fronts.

- Asad: The press talks ébout detailed papers being discussed with Sadat.

-

Kis singer: Later this week...
Asad: Dr. Kissinger is wiser than to accept this kind of jargon.

Kissinger: Look, if there is an agreement between Egypt and Israel, it's

~ . going to become public.  We can't hide it from you. Your confidence is

‘more important to us. I read all sorts of ideas. There are no detailed
propbsals'from either side. I frankly carn't predict what the Israeli
reaction will be because I have no experience with this government.

Asad: From our part, if I were to talk I would only be repeating what I
have told you before. You know our view. Of course, we're not optimistic.
We think it will be inevitable that there will be another war, and we believe
if it had not been for America's tremendous support for Israel after the

last war, the attitude of the Israelis would be very different from what it

is, For example, Israel now has one-half the number of tanks of the
American Army. e
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Kissinger: I didn't know we had that many left, No, I don't believe they
"have that many. How many is that? :

Asad: About 3,200, According to the Institute for Strategic Studies,

nnn

America has 8, CGC.
Kissinger: But we hear you have 3, 000,too0.

Asad: No, but we hope it will come up to that. If it were within our power,

we would get every person in this country his own tank until we defeat

Israel, Of course, tanks will not be much use for Israel, Syria's
capability alone is much greater than Israel's.

" We are g01ng to exchange marriages and so forth. People would like this
" kind of regulation! Even Khaddam, who is embarrassed before his wife,
would make his contribution, because he is patriotic. [laughter]

a';fi:'Kissinger: I wish some country would make this kind of offer’to us.

‘Asad: You have 250 million.

Kissinger: 230 million.
L ' Asad: You might have to fight Panama some day! »
- Kissinger: We have to start breeding right a*&ay.
I don't know if I told you about a discussion I had in China about the Jackson
Amendment, They said, "Any time you need 20 million Chinese, we'll

give them to you., It's no problem" [1aughter]

- -Heydar: -If our efforts and Mr. Khaddam's efforts take too long, we m1ght
‘need those 20 million Chinese, [laughter]

Asad: We don't need them. We have a goodly number.

Kissinger: On replenishment in Israel, it's a complicated situation. I
would have to go into a long explanation of the circumstances that produced
it. But I think we retain a sufficient amount of economic and other leverage
so that our views will be heard.

Asad: I'm witnessing the opposite,

% —SEERET/SENSITIVE /NODIS/XGDS
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ger: What I described to you was not just an Israeli problem but an

an domestic problem, which i1s quite separate from the number of
? tanks the Israelis have, And after all, if's also a fact that the o ‘Ly Israell
' retreats that have been brought about have been brought about by us. And
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I have indicated -we are willing and determined to continue that effort.

Asad: I believe if Dr. Kissinger were in our position, he would come up
with the same position: Looking at the situation we do not see much
reason for optimism. Our path, our direction since October is that a
solution cannot come about except by another war, Because it has to be
decisive; one side has to win a decisive battle over the other. But the
Arabs seem to be putting themselves into a position of begging for
solutions. Why should we beg? Are we going to die if we don't get 5
kilometers on the Golan tomorrow? And what is the difference between
the Golan and the West Bank, I'm just locking at the situation from a
wide angle. The Israelis must be given an ineradicable conviction that
victory can never beée their own. The dormeétic situation in America’ is
such that the United States can never givVe them this conviction, because
of the ties between the Jewish community and the Zionists.  So the only
quarter that can do this is the Arabs themselves., - = e

Second, it is an axiom that what is ‘taken by force can only be recovered
by force.

(AS y -

% T We appreciate the motives that led to Amer1can support for Israel, 'and
the conditions of the American domestic situation -~ the interests of the Jews
and Zionists. But we also realize the Zionists inside the United States have
their influence on the United States, and these would keep America on the
side of Israel in case of another war, We realize all this but we have no
other choicé. We have our rlo'hts and we believe there are other peoples
who struggled for the restoration’of their lands and rights.

In the long run we believe Amenca will have to give up their support for
Israel. We are not going to wait that long! But it's the natural thing, -~
America has her interests, Because for a great power to stand by a little
aggressor is not in the interests of America. We can quote examples > -
countries that America stood by but circumstances forced America to
stand aside and say goodby to: Cambodia, Formosa, Turkey.

Khaddam: Portugal.
Asad: Portugal is another category, but there was a time when America

would go to war for Formosa, Vietnam is another example, Cambodia -~
Phnom Penh will fall any day now,
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In this case it's true that links bei:\“f;en the United States and Israel ars
stronger because cf the presence of the Zionists and Jews, but from the
point of view of the

States will give up i

nterests of America, sooner or later the United

+

s support for Israel, We have talked before on this.

-
i

Kissinger: Mr, President, however that may be -- and we can debate
this -- it will neot happen very soon...

Asad: That's why I said we're not going to wait very long.

Kissinger: ...Narwithout massive international complications of un-
predictable consequences. I agree with you our policy has been unbalanced.
We are prepared -~ we are trying very hard in a situation which is
unusually complicated because of the unexpected -~ unprecedented
resignation of a FPresident +-"to move things into better balance. In
the process we are attempting -- and we will succeed, by complicated
methods -~ to return a maximum of Arab territory to Arab hands and
‘then to have a-final peace.

Before I left I talked to President Ford and 1 spec1f1c:a11y told him I would
talk to you about progress on all fronts and it would present him with
great difficulties. And he told me to tell you that he would nevertheless
proceed. We don't insist on this; it is up to each country concerned.

But we are ready to.do this, . And this in itself would create a different
balance.

Asad: The question that has to be asked now is what is new about your
visit to the Middle East? And this is not like Gromyko -- I'm not asking
about one, two, three [detailed points].

Kissiriger: No, it's an important question. First, there is the fact that
I can't be three weeks without seeing Khaddam. [laughter]

Khaddam: We thank you for those sentiments, [1aughter]>
M The others are jealoué. | .

Heydar: I'm not.

Kissinger: He's hurt my feelings.

- Asad: I want Khaddam to absent himself forever, [laughter]
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Hissinger: On this t‘:ip, what is new? We have had very general discus-

sions on this trip; ant to see if anything concrete can be developed,

Incidentally, the Fresident has referred on a number of occasions -- and
in the de Borchgrave interview -- it is said if there is another disengage-
ment it should only be in the southern part. However, I agree with the
President; it should be all along and not only in the southern part. I've
never said it should only be in the southern part., That's one of those
newspaper inventions,

Asad: He asked me about it.
Kissinger: I know; you answered his question, But it was his invention,

But if there is another disengagement, it should certainly be all along the
front -- maybe not the same distance all aleng., But I have not studied it.

I have heard each other's view, and now I must see whether something can
be done concretely. If not, I will have to abandon these efforts.

And I would not be paying such repeated visits to Syria... Syria as such is
not of such importance to the United States; Syria is important because of
its symbolic significance in the whole Arab world. If it was just Syria,
against the United States, the Secretary of State would not come 30 times
to Syria. So I come here because in terms of the overall analysis where
much of what you’ve said I agree with, I want tc move things as much as
possible in the direction of a peaceful settlement. And I see no one else
who can do it,

Asad: Do you mean both sides have through you heard about the other side's
positions?  Or through the press?

- Kissinger: Both sides have heard through me, and it's also been in the

press. In addition, there is a lot of nonsense in the press., Neither side

‘has said: "If you go here, I'll do this, "

Asad: We have not even heard this one. We have heard even less than this
hypothetical phraseology.

Kissinger: They haven't done it. This much hasn't been done. And if they're
not willing to do it, I'm going to withdraw.
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I haven't asked them so far for proposals because I was not ready
domestically to move in America.,

Asad: Last time vod were here we discussed separate movements, and

you promised to discuss them with President Ford, on the basis that
they should not tzke place.

Kissinger: Yes, I discussed them with President Ford. We don't insist

on scparate moves; we don't insist on any moves. President Ford's
broad dilemma is the same as mine. I'm being very honest with you,
And I even talked to Sisco about it. If I had my personal preference,
we would want a broad movement. What interest does the United States
have in my doing this? You said it's not dignified for Arabs to beg

it's also not dignified for America to beg the Arabs to permit us to
help them. If you leok at the tirme the Fresident -« hoth Presidents .
have spent on the Middle East, it's greater than on all other problermns
put together.

But if it should turn out that a separate move is possible, we have three
choices -- if we are asked to participate: We could refuse to participate;
we can say we can try that move that seems possible and then forget
about it; or we can say we will make the move that is possible and after
that make another move. On the whole, the President's instinct is to do
the third. But if it isn't possible, it isn't possible.’ Joe?

Sisco: It's an Arab decision.
Kissinger: This is how it looks to us. And if there is another...

Asad: Would you agree to the choice that would be oﬁrs to make? -Should

it be the Arab choice?

Kissinger: You mean a unified Arab choice?
Asad: The unified Arab cho1ce was expressed at Rabat.

Kis singer: You can be sure the United States cannot impose its will.
What interest do we have to impose our will?

Asad: You yourself wouldn't, but Israel would have an interest,

Kissinger: I'll tell you what Israel would like -~ or at least some in Israel.
A towal stalemate, then let the Arabs goet very angry at the United States

and do again what they did after '67. Then they would say, Israel is the only
friend of the United States in the Middle East, You are much more of a
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problem for them, seeing the American press and the Congress, tha
}'cur predecessors who wouldn't see anybody. Then if you do sometm:g
rash or foolish, th “, would score a rapid victory...somewhere, You
asked me what they want. Why is it that so many of the Jewish publicists
have begun attacking me in America? Because they say we're applying
salami tactics te Israzel. So if this fails, there will be no great sadness
in Israel. And my press in America... If I came back and said ""The
Arabs are unrecascnable; it's not possible to make a settlement,' I
would have a good press for awhile., But I'm not there to have a good
press. I know you've been reasonable, And I don't want to mortgage the
future to three rnillion people.

But if you think this is a coordinated strategy with Israel, you wait
what's going to happen tonight when I get to Israel, This meeting doesn't
bother me; what bothers me is what's waiting for me ftonight in Israel,

Asad: We Arabs don't want inextricably te tie the question of Israel to
the United States.

Kissinger: Whatever happens, it would be a great mistake to tie it. To
the extent you have ties to the United States, your long-term strategy
would improve too,

Asad: The Arabs as a whole -- there is nothing to prevent them from
strengthening their ties with the United States even in conditions of a war
breaking out between them and Israel. At the same time, the Arabs

have to take an honorable stand which enables them to recéver their dignity-
and their land. There are no disagreements between the Arabs over
Israel., Again, generally speaking, the Arabs see the long run is favorable
for their interests. And there are possibilities, military and economic.:
For example, yesterday the eradication of the problem between Iran and
Iragq. Regardless of differences between Irag and us, I regard this as a
strategic victory for the Arab world.

Kissinger: I agree with you.

Asad: Regardless of piddling questions, there are no significant differences
with Iraq, and only small things., This development between Iraq and
Iran, in my view, has liberated a considerable portion of Iraq's potential,
and even some of Iran's potential as a Moslem country., It would be
possible to have beneficial use of Iran's non-economic potential,. Removal
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of this block -~ reiztions between Iran and Irag were the mair block --
strengthens the Arab w *:,d as a whole. There are certain other :mngs

---':ic‘n still exist amon

Q

the Arabs, but the fact is there are no longer any
has the Arabs, The problems remaining are the sort
that can be solved with =2 minimum of effort.

o

sic problems among

r:
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