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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL (Outside System) 

SECRE'f" January 2, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: WCROFT ' 
FROM: ROBER . OAKLEYW 

SUBJECT: Greater US Military Involvement in Oman 

I have very serious reservations about an initiative aimed at greater 
US military involvement in Oman. My reservations are strengthened 
by the rather personal nature of the initiative plus its deviation from 

) 

\~ 

our present policy of avoiding direct involvement and encouraging Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and to a lesser degree Egypt and Jordan to support moderate 
regimes in the Gulf and oppose the radical threat. 

One can argue that this is only familiarization with a key airfield. But 
the underlying thrust is not so limited and a series of individual steps 
of this sort could either mislead the Sultan (and others) as to our true 
intentions, or create a situation where we would feel constrained to 
make good in an implicit commitment we never intended to make. Before 
putting the nose of our camel into the OmanJs' tent I would prefer to see 
a more careful consideration by DOD, State and CIA of how this relates 
to our interests and our broader policy for the Gulf. Moreover, we can 
presumably get approval to use Masirah later through State or DOD 
contacts with Omani officials in Omani. 

My suggestion is that you tell General Wickham we have no problems 
with what DOD wishes to say to the Sultan about US equipment and 
training. However, we believe DOD should not raise the question of 
using Masirah with the Sultan or his entourage. As to a DOD (ISA/USN) 
study on increasing US use of Masirah, this should be carefully coordinated 
with State. The time may come when we will want to develop a closer 
military relationship with Oman)~ start to use Masirah on the clear 
understanding it does l_!2.t mean a closer military relationship. But we 
are not presently in a position, nor is there an urgent need, to make 
such a decision. 

-SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5 
NSC MEMO, 11/241 8, STATE DErT. GIJIO!:UiiES 
BY , N,.RA. [; •.• c .. ~f-?!i.t?. A-

.. 

Digitized from Box 26 of the National Security Advisor. Presidential Country Files for Middle East and South Asia at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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SENS!TIVE 
TALKER 

O!.·~NI NAVAL TRAINING 

- SECDEF w~s br:iefed last February on Admiral Zurnwalt's talk 
't':ith Gh.J2.s::tn Shakr, Sultan Q3.bus ' {Saudi National) Special 
Assistant (talker is attached). 

Discues ion touched on Omani Navy (one ex-u.s.c.G. WPB, 
several Stl'.all patrol craft) 1 Q.Jbus ' des ire to imprOVl~ 
it. 

Shakr suggested Oman.is might, at later date, ask for 
some U.S. holp. Zumwalt indicated readiness "in 
prin~iple" to entertain such request , without implying 
specific con".i'lli.tment. 

- Qc.bus and entourage now scheduled for l·1asl1.i11g·ton visit 
7-10 Januai:y. . ....-····~~-··---·· 

L
L~~~~~. o~; fro!:'!. London., where Qabus was recently, is t~~:ii~ 
staff may nake informal inquiries re possihilit1r of training 
:.:;mall numb~r of Or\\ani naval personnel in U .s. (no in-count~ . 
trai.n!nr1/o.dvisory <-!ffort conb~mplab;:!d.} _ ___..-

--------~---·- -- ---------_ ........ .._ ...... -.. _ _.._~_ .. ...._.__ ... ___ ___. 

Shakr has indicated interest in meeting new C!JO. .Pos­
sible, also, that Qabus may ask that call on CNO be 
incluc~e.d in his program. -------------- .____________ . . . .. 
~~---- ---- ·- ... ~ 

"?C'Quention oftra.ining may come up . If it does , CNO ..._;J_ 
/ intends to indicate open-mindedness, say that he will' 
( haw~ staff take a look at feasibility1 and suggest that, 
'~in r.-,eantim3, O•nanis come in with formal govermaent-to-

gov~rnr.1ent rc:-rucst. ...:-....--· ----- . 

As a matter of r elated interest, ·we have been reliably informed 
that.the British have reassured him they intend to stay in 
O~an and M~sirah. 

This may have been in response to SECDEP's special 
interest in Masirah . 

~uld. no:·; develop a ·pla11 for (ver;) gradually ~"' 
. creasing U.S. us~ of Masirah (VP in particul~r). l ) 

·FaP.\iliarizatiou flights initially, easing into more / 
__ regular. use by VP I?ET. , · ____,/ ------·--··--- - ______ _:_ _______ __ 

Ornanis are unlikely to object1 key will be British 
attitude . 

If SECDEF has no problem, USN will initiate discussibns 
\•Tith ISA. 

. . 

. . .i 
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7500222 
XR-- 1 0221 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washing'.on, D.C. 20520 

January 7, 1975 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Ambassador Wolle's Participation in 
Sultan Qaboos' Visit 

Ambassador Wolle, who is back in Washington 
from Muscat for consultation, has been included as 
a participant during Sultan Qaboos' meeting with the 
Secretary of State in the social functions that 
are being organized in honor of the Sultan. 
Ambassador Wolle's participation during Sultan 
Qaboos' call on the President on Thursday, January 9, 
remains undecided. 

The Omani group calling on the President in­
cludes, in addition to the Sultan, Foreign Minister 
Zawawi, Sayyid Tarik who is the uncle and personal 
adviser to the Sultan, and Omani Ambassador to the 
United States Ahmed Macki . ..>/.~ believe it wou~d be 
fitting if Ambassador Wollef J'ere /:1/'~t't. 

-....--// C'1 /1. /~' ~'/ '~ Ge;~ _ ~ri teen 
/ E~Jti vr Sec tary 

! 

\-" u ,·~v 
,) ..;. . <, .. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

FOR NSC/S 

We have noted attached. 
this out. 

Jan. 8 

You can close 

Rosemary 

.. 

' 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 

January 8 

FOR BUD MCFARLANE 

Bud,. 

'!he attached for the Secretary• s morning 
briefing book for the President on the visit 
of the Sultan of Oman. The major 'I al king 
Paper is being fo1~wa.:rd.ad shortly :::.nd separately. 

Rosemary 

.. .. 



"--". S/S 7500251 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January 7, 1975 
GQNFIDEN'PIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: President's Appointment with the Sultan of Oman 

His 
the 

-€0NFIDENTIA!J 
GDS 

tJR_ (, ( 'J--1 / 0 :>--



7500266 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, O.C. 20520 

, 

SECRE'f- January 6, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Briefing of the President for His 
Meeting with Sultan Qaboos of Oman 

The President has agreed to see His Majesty 
Sultan Qaboos of Oman at 2:30 Thursday, January 9, 
for one hour. Attached are suggested talking 
points for possible use by the National Security 
Advisor in briefing t.he President for his meeting 
with Sultan Qaboos. 

Attachment: 

Briefing Paper on 
Oman 

. . 

8ECHR'i' 
GOS 

l.k< ~/&//b~ 
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BECHE'f -

OMAN: QABOOS MEETING 

Background 

-- The story of modern Oman begins only in 1970 when 
(1) Qaboos, your visitor, overthrew his despotic father , Sultan 
Taimur, in a palace coup , and (2) Oman began to export com­
mercial quantities of oil . These events began a new era of 
exposure to the world and rapid economic development for Oman. 

-- Qaboos is coming to Washington for a two-day visit to 
meet you and some leading members of your Administration . He 
sees this visit, although private, as important in burnishing 
his political image back home and among other Arab states . I 
am hosting a dinner in his honor and the Vice President is 
hosting a luncheon . He is also seeing Secretary Schlesinger 
and Mr . Colby. 

-- Oman is important because of its strategic location . With 
Iran, it controls the Strait of Hormuz through which pass two­
thirds of the world ' s oil trade. It is also the only country 
in the Arabian Peninsula confronted with a guerrilla war--in 
its southernmost province of Dhofar, which is supported and 
abetted by the neighboring marxist Peoples' Democratic Republic 
of Yemen (PDRY). Setbacks for the Sultan ' s efforts to deal with 
the insurgency and to make rapid economic progress would have 
serious repercussions for stability in the Persian Gulf . 

Omanj - US Relations 

-- The US has always had good, if remote, relations with Oman 
going back to 1833 when we signed a treaty of friendship and 
navigation. Over the years we have had various forms of diplo­
matic relations but sent a resident Ambassador only in July 1974. 

-- British commercial interest historically has been high in 
Oman but American commercial interest is growing: Sun Oil is 
looking for offshore oil, other US firms are involved in con­
struction , agricultural and fisheries development, port 
improvement, etc. The Omanis welcome American businessmen. 

-- We have no AID or military assistance program. We do have 
a small Peace Corps contingent. The Omanis are increasingly 
asking us for technjcal assistance (on a fully reimbursable 
basis), and we are seeking to be as responsive as possible . 

-- Oman is not a major oil power (exports 300,000 bpd) and is 
not a member of OPEC although it follows OPEC trends. Neverthe­
less, we can capitalize on our friendship with Oman by encour­
aging Qaboos to support moderation on the oil price issue for 
the sake of Free World stability and strength. 

""'\SEORE'P ---GD$ 
kk.1,/~/0;>-. 
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Oman is not involved in the Israeli-Arab dispute, other 
than through its pro-fnrma solidarity with the Arab side~ ·It 
is, however, impatient for a settlement which it considers of 
importance to reducing pressures in the area. 

Regional Security 

-- Our concerns with Oman are mainly regional in character. 
In the 1960s, a rebellion started among iome of the mountain 
tribes in the Dhofar province neighboring the PDRY. With the 
British departure from Aden late in 1967 and political control 
in the PDRY falling into the hands of a radical marxist group,_ 
a communist subversive group now known as the Popular Front for 
.the Liberation of Oman (PFLO) captured this movement. PDRY 
provides a sanctuary, base of operations and training, source 
of supply, and propaganda outlet for PFLO. Qaboos since coming 
to power has waged a major campaign against the insurgency but 
there are still perhaps some 600 hard-core guerrillas in Dhofar 
--a large area with a population of only about 50,000. 

-- The Omani armed forces are led by some 300 British volunteer 
and mercenary officers and use British equipment almost exclu­
sively. The Shah has sent a brigade for an offensive, now 
under way, to try and clean out remaining insurgents. There is 
a Jordanian engineering company and the Jordanians may send an 
infantry bRttRlion as well. Time seemo to be on the ~ultan's 
side as his own fnrnPs and allies grow and as the development 
program financed by oil revenues gradually brings economic 
advantages to the rural population. 

We are not involved in the Dhofar at all, other than through 
very occasional and small-scale Omani requests to purchase mili­
tary equipment. Our policy has been to urge the British to stick 
with it and we have given diplomatic and political encouragement 
for Iranian and Jordanian support within a framework of regional 
cooperation. 

-- Although not actively involved, we are indeed c9ncerned 
over the outcome of the Dhofar war. The PDRY is a major irritant 
in the Arabian Peninsula. It controls access to the Red Sea, 
which will once again become important with the reopening of the 
Suez Canal, and seeks to expand its influence not only in Oman 
but in the other small Gulf states. It is therefore clearly in 
our interest to support and encourage a friendly regime in Oman. 

What We Hope to Achieve 

-- to reassure Qaboos that we take him seriously and value the 
leadership role he is playing in his struggle against the Dhofar 
insurgency. 

sgcHE'P­
GDs 
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to encourage him to continue his efforts to look to friendly 
regional states for military and e onom · c s tpp ', ·t. 

' 

-- to compliment him on his policy of pursui1rg rapid economic 
development while reiterating our willingness to provide tech­
nical assistance on a reimbursable basis . 

-- to assure him of your personal commitment to work toward 
a just and lasting settlement of the Arab-Israel conflict . 

Sl:CRE'f 
GDS 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

VIA LDX 
NSC-5883 

January 6, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

President's Appointment with 
the Sultan of Oman 

As requested, the President's appointment with the 
Sultan has been moved to 2:30 PM, January 9. He 
should arrive via the Southwest Gate. Please con­
firm acceptance. 

Je~t/) vis 

Sta~1Fi!!'r~ry 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 5, 1975 

5883 
Add-on 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SECRETARY HENRY A. KISSINGER 

WARREN RUSTAN~ 

SUBJECT: Approved Presidential Activity 

Please take tr1e necessary steps to implement the following and confirm 
witP, Mrs. Nell Yates* ext. 2699. The appropriate briefing paper should 
be submitted to Dr. David Hoopes by 4:00 p. m. of the preceding day. 

Meeting: With Sultan Qabus, Ruler of Oman 

Date: Thursday, Jan. 9, 191l)ime: 11:00 a.m. Duration: 60 minutes 

Location: The Oval Office 

Press Coverage: Press Photo; meeting to be announced 

Purpose: For exchange of views with leader of Oman 

cc: Mr. Hartmann 
Mr. Marsh 
Mr. Cheney 
Mr. Connor 

>:Mrs. Davis 
Dr. Hoopes 
Mr. Jones 
Mr. Nessen 
Mr. 0 1 Donnell 
Mrs. Yates 
General Laws on 

,~Please determine if Sultan Qabus should enter by Southwest gate, with 
troops and trumpets. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

• 

.. . cm.WIDEMTlhL _December 2.4, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR WARREN RUSTAND 

FROM: Jeanne .W. Davi~ 
SUBJECT: Sultan of Oman's Appointment with the President 

To follow-up on our telephone request, if it is possible, the Sultan 
woUla like to schedule his meeting with the President on the afternoon 
of January 9. As you know, it is tentatively on for 10:30 AM. He is, or course, p r epared"to be available at this time, but would prefer 
to arrive in Washington on the morning of the 9th. and call on the 
President later in the day. 

-

DECLASS!?IED 
E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5 

NSC l.iEMO, 11/24198, STi~TE DEPT. GUIDELINES 
BY ~ . I HAP.A, OiffE ~IL~:>-
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MEMORANDUM roa WAlUlEN aUSTAND 

FR.OM: J ..... w. Da'ri• 

SUBJECT: 8.itaa of o.aa•w A.,.lataa•t with th• Preaw .. t 

To fellew·•P oa ou- te ....... ,........ 11 lt la poeelW.., tile 8111taa 
woUI like to adlehle Jala naeetl .. wltll tile Preal•eat oa •• afterwa 
of 1.._.ry t. A• ya luaow, lt b teatatl..aly oa for l Ch SO AM. He le, 
of coarH. pl'.,.nll te 1le amiable at *• tbne. llat --14 prelel' 
te arrive la WaDUipea oa tla9 monl• of •• 9t1l. •• call ea the 
Pr .. Weat later la tile .. .,. 

cc: ll. Oakley 

Gen. Scowcroft 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5 

NSC MEMO, 11124198, Si.~TE DEPT. GU!DEL!NES 
BY ;.#(, I NAP.A, DATE '/?lb ;i. 

.. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

VIA LDX 
NSC-5883 

SECRE'Ji GDS 
1;JizJ,,/J.t/oJ-

December 17, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

Mr. George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Presidential Appointment for the Sultan of 
Oman (S/S 7422528) 

To confirm our telephone notification, the President has agreed 
to receive the Sultan of Oman on January 9 for approximately a 
60-minute appointment. Time has tentatively been blocked at 
10:30 AM. You are authorized to in_torm th~Sullan of the Presi­
dent's willingness to receive hin:i'fana1~~~ll confirm the time 
as soon as possible. The Sultan should arrive via the Southwest 
Gate. Please confirm timing and provid.e a briefing memorandum 
by January 6. 

Jean~avis 
Staff~IJJ4ary 
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MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

5883 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
DATE: December 13, 19741 
FROM: Henry A. Kissinge~ 
VIA: Warren S. Rustand 

With Sultan Qabus, Ruler of Oman 

Second week in January 1975, preferably January 8 
or 9, during the Sultan's private visit to the US. 

For an exchange of views with the leader of this 
strategically located Arab Gulf state at the tip of 
the Arabian Peninsula. 

-Oval Office call 
-One hour (no translation) 

SPEECH MATERIAL: Talking points will be provided 

PRESS COVERAGE: Meeting would be announced; press photo session. 

STAFF: Henry A. Kissinger 

RECOMMEND: Hennry A. Kissinger 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: None 

BACKGROUND: The relatively young Sand.burst-educated Sultan is 
guilding his country through a new period of economic 
development made possible by recent new discoveries 
of oil. At the i:?ame time, the Sultan is making deter­
mined efforts to put an end to the communist-supported 
insurgency in its Dhofar province. Maintaining Oman's 
stability in the face of this war is of great cone ern to 
both the Saudis and Iranians. The Shah, King Faisal and 
other moderate Arab leaders are encouraging us to 
developing closer relations with Oman, particularly since 

Dispatched fm WB lZ/13 {btm) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5 

Nsr. • ·e110 • 1 • , 
" M rii • 1 'f2'i!SS, Si,\ TE DEPT. GiJIDELfNES 

BY~,-~, .fd:2!J..P..::i. 
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its strategic location at the mouth of the Gulf 
means that two-thirds of the world's oil exports 
transit its territorial waters. 

A meeting by you with Sultan Qabus would 
represent the first Presidential meeting for any 
ruler from the oil-rich Arab Gulf (other than 
King Faisal) since a 1968 visit by the Amir of 
Kuwait. We have had diplomatic relations with 
Oman since 1833, longer than any other Arabian 
state. It would give you an opportunity to become 
acquainted with the Sultan and Arabian Peninsula 
affairs in the context of our broader peace efforts, 
for which moderate Arab support is important. 

APPROVE OFFICE MEETING ------DISAPPROVE -----

-SECRET 



• 

MEMORANDUM 

~EGRET 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION 
5883 

December 6, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: SECRETARY KISSINGER 

ROBERT B. OAKLEY~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Schedule Proposal for Presidential 
Meeting for Sultan Qabus of Oman- -Second 
Week in January 

You will separately be receiving the overall 1975 foreign visitors 
schedule for the President. However, in light of the fact that Sultan 
Qabus' private visit to Washington is coming up in the second week 
of January, I believe we should press ahead now with the schedule 
proposal seeking approval for an office meeting with the President. 
We have already successfully pinned down dates fof. two other early 
1975 visits (Prime Minister Bhutto for February~ and King Faisal 
for February 15) in advance of the overall visits memo and we should 
attempt to do the same for the Sultan visit. 

You have probably seen the attached message from Ambassador Helms 
endorsing a Presidential meeting for Sultan. It also notes that Qabus 
will remain in Europe until he departs for the US. He strongly hopes 
for a meeting with the President. 

At Tab A is a schedule proposal seeking the President's agreement 
to an office call (only) for Sultan Qabus in the second week of January, 
as recommended by State at Tab B. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you forward the schedule proposal at 
Tab A to the President. 
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SECRET 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE PRESIDENT 

S/S 7 42252 8 ;i.'/~ 3 

DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 27, 1974 

Robert S. Ingersoll, Acting ,'-'7 S / 
Secretary of State A' 

Visit of Sultan Qabus of Oman 
to Washington 

His Majesty Sultan Qabus, Ruler of Oman, 
is planning to make a private visit to Washington 
during the second week of January. Oman is 
a strategically located country with two-thirds 
of the world's oil exports transiting through 
its territorial waters. It is the only country 
in the Arabian Peninsula facing a communist­
supported insurgency. Maintaining its stability 
in the face of this is a matter of considerable 
importance to King Faisal and the Shah of 
Iran. Since Qabus became the ruler in 1970, 
Oman has only begun its economic development. 
It has also succeeded to a significant extent, 
with the aid of states in the region, in curbing 
and slowly ending insurgent conditions in 
its southern provinces of Dhofar by a combination 
of military and civic action programs. 

Oman has had diplomatic relations with 
the United States since 1833, longer than 
any other country in the Arabian Peninsula. 
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In the Secretary's visits to the Middle 
East, he has been encouraged by a number of 
Arab leaders to meet with Sultan Qabus, because 
his enlightened rule is important to the future 
stability of the Arabian Peninsula. If he 
comes to Washington, it would be important 
that he have a meeting with you. With your 
approval, we would suggest that he arrive 
in Washington on January 7 for a two day visit. 
We would plan to invite him to stay at Blair 
House and we would arrange a suitable program. 

Accordingly, I recommend that you agree 
to receive Sultan Qabus for a substantive 
meeting of one hour during the period of January 
8 or 9. 
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.....SECRET- THE WHITE HOUSE SCHEDULE PROPOSA 

MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

WASHINGTON 
DATE: 
FROM: Henry A. 
VIA: Warren S. 

With Sultan Qabus, Ruler of Oman 

Second week in January 1975, preferabl 
during the Sultan's private visit to the 

For an exchange of views with the ader of this 
strategically located Arab Gulf s te at the tip of the 
Arabian Peninsula. . 

-Oval Office call 
-One hour (no translation) 

SPEECH MATERIAL: Talking points will be rovided 

PRESS COVERAGE: Meeting would be a ounced; press photo session. 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

BACKGROUND: 

Henry A. Kissin er 

Henry A. Kis inger 

We recogni e your interest in keftping your v~its 
-<:_alendar elatively free in the fi."rst few weeks of 
Jainuary ut feel ~at Sultan's presence in Washington 
provid s a uniquEk ~ortunity (or discussions with an 
important moderate Gulf ruler. 

The relatively young Sandhurst-educated Sultan is 
guiding his country through a new period of economic 
development made possible by recent new discoveries 
of oil. At the same time, the Sultan is making deter­
mined efforts to put an end to the communist-supported 
insurgency in its Dhofar province. Maintaining Oman's 
stability in the fare of this war is of great concern to both 
the Saudis and Iranians. The Shah, King Faisal and 
other moderate Arab leaders are encouraging us to 
develop closer relations with Oman, particularly since 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, SEC. 3.5 
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its strategic location at the mouth of the Gulf 
means that two-thirds of the world 1 s oil exp, rts 
trans~it its territorial waters. 

A meeting by you with Sultan Qabus wo represent 
the first Presidential meeting for any ler from the 
oil-rich Arab Gulf (other than King F isal) since a 1968 
visit by the Amir of Kuwait. We ha e had diplomatic 
relations with Oman since 1833, 1 ger than any other 
Arabian state. It would give you n opportunity to 
become acquainted with the Sult and Arabian 
Peninsula affairs in the conte of our broader peace 
efforts, for which moderate ab support is important. 

APPROVE OFFICE MEETING ------- DISAPPROVE 
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