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1. Ir. accordance Hit.h SecStr.tto guidnr.ce, \ve hova ~>:G\nti.n'ed 
the desirubi.lity of diracti:1c; U~/ROK artillery fire ''9q,inst 
the Ui\i1. !·:.;c security ::ore~ hearr~ck:~ co:i.nciclcnt \oli 'l:h il-Hour 
(ct.~tt.ing do;·m the tree), ilnd th'.! JC5 <Jrc forced to n:~cornmend 
against the use of nrtill~ry fire in connection with H-Hour 
in the strongest terms for the f:ollO\·.'ing' reasons: 

a. At H-Hour, the tree cutting detail and their 60 
defenders will be fully cxpm;ed c.nd absolutely vulnerable 
~o ~~KA retaliatory artillc::::y fire c1in~cted in reaction to 
the us initiated fire attack on the barracks. 

b •• ; US/ROK artillery attack directed <1gainst the barrc;;ck.s 
in reaction to NKl~ initiated artillery fire, \,•ould appt:~ar to 
~ervc no useful purpose, as the barracks would probably not 
be occunied ur.dc.r th0sc condi ".:ions. 'l'hc commander • s n!."Ot:·osal 
to hava .. US/RO!< artill~:ry u~ backup during H-Hour operations 
for counter-battery fire, is more militarily sound, and 
t.:ould accomplish the ~<l~llC end objectives. If an extensive 
exchange of artillery \·7ere·· to occur, the !·t:I:.C security force 
barracks could be inclu~ed Q~ong the counte~-battery 
targets, but it would ap9ear that the significance of this 
targeting ~;ould be lost in the overall exchap9c of fire und 
resultant damage. 

2. Therefore the JCS do not support the US/ROK co~~and 
initiating artillery fire against the barracks either separat~ly 
or in conjunction with H-Eour, becauGo of the gross suporiority 
of NK; artillerv·, .;md the c:wosccl t>osi tion of the OS/ROK 
ground forces ~;gaged in the.trce ~clling. The JCS do agree 
<;·:i th CINCUNC' s proposal to alG<rt a~ tillery for support, if 
n~cessary, of the ground forces, including counter battery 
fire. · 

3. As an alternative to the US/ROK initiation of artillery 
fire across the D!J.Z in retaliot1on fc:: the murder of the 
t\-10 USA officers, the JCS arc clo•Jcloping a runge of alternative 
optio1;s ·~.~hich 'dculd use p:::ccizicn guided air rm.:nitions, 
surface-to-surface missiles, and unconventional warfare (SEAL} 
teams to destroy ~orth Korean installationc of military or 
infrastructure siuni~icancc. Those plnns arc under davclop­
~ent and are conceived as ~cllow-on ef!orts to the troe 
felling action d~pendir.g upon the post H-llour devclopmc=:-,ts. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4. . 
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ADDENDUH: .. By~ oat.e s/,, 111 . . . 
1. In res pons~ t.o SECS'l.'l,TE query, the JCS have~ :i.nvest~gat~d 

the requircmentr,: for and dc~sir.ability 

II\ ' • f ~r1age o· no return." 

of dc~troying the 
~ 

2. This could be donc~y artillery f~rc, demolition charges, 

or air delivered precision guided munitions. 

«. Artillery fire would be rno~t straightf:orward·but 

would invite counterbatt~ry fire. 

b. Demolition chitrgcc could be pl,\ced in a vehicle which 

would then be criven on to the bridge and the charges detonated 

after crew had retired to s~fe distance. Such actio~ could 

result in crcv1 dra·,~ing hostile fire or bc.ing blown up in truck . 

c. r.as<::r guided bomb!j or. \•:l\I.LBYE vmnpot1S could be used 

on the bridge. Laser dcsignat.:ion could be ~pomplished from 

local ground position. Precision guided munitions 

could .be released without ~ircraft creasing DMZ, but aircraf t 

'i.'ould be in, NY~ S.i\H envelope. Disadvantages of this approe:c h 

would be if precision guided munition did not guide on firs t 

run (. 5 to . a reliability could be expected), bo:nb •.·TO'.lld b e 

out of control, miss t«rgct and could dumage non-NKA 

installations and caU$C casualties to frjendly personnel as 

~.·ell as requiring reattack. 

2. The ~cs reco~~c~d in strongest te;mi that none of the 

foregoing methods be used to destroy the "bridge of no return" 

in conjunction with H-hcur as it wouid most probably pre-
~ I 

cipitate a fire attack !L-o:n Lhc NKA "on the exp<H>ed ~n~·~ 

• 
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and vulnerable tree cutting det~il and their protective 

{orca. Ful.·thc::rmoro it j.:; clnubtful, in our judgment~ that ROl\ 

(President Park ~·ould .l~p~cc to l:do,.;ing lhe bridge in conjunc.:tio;: 

.,.,i th H-hour in vie:'~"' of his strcnc; fceli.ngs against the use 
I 

of firearms in the tree cutting effort, and the obvious 

danger to the exposed ROK forces supporting the tree detail. 
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DESTRUCTION Ol;- I~OREAN PEOPLES ARHY 
BORDER GUARD Bl\R!IJ·.CK LOCATED IN JOIN'.r SECURITY AREA 

GE~:E~.L. This concept provides for neutralization of the 
Korean Peoples ! ... rmv (KPl!.) Border Guard barracks located in 
the Dl·1Z in the viclnity of u·r~·l nT 93 70~ 3. 

TARGET DESCRIPTION. 

1. Following information is based on personal observation 
of DIA analyst f6rmerly stationed in the Republic of Korea. 

2. Kaesong Ar::ny Barracks consistir.g of about thirteen 
buildings, including ~arracks, me5s hall and administrative 
sup?ort bu~ldings locilted 1.7 miles from JSA. · 

FORCES r .... VAILABLE. There is sufficient US artillex:v in I<drea 
to !~re the m1ssion. Tharc is a 105 battery in a ~urvey~d posi- · 
tion on the DMZ that could fire the mission. Any other unit 
r.1Ust disr:>lace to a ne>·l firing position \l!i th 6-3 hours reaction 
time. A minimum of throe rounds must be fired for registration. 

2/3 MAX RANGE DEl-,LECTl'ION RANGE: BURSTING #ROU~WS 
K;x RANGE (data basad on) ERROR ERROR RADIUS TO DEST!K I ---
lO Sm.rn 11.5 K~l e !-::1 2H 14!•1 15~1 100+ 
155rr.m 14.6 KH 10 l<H 3H 37H 25!>'1 "'7-

fJ 

8 IN 16.9 IG4 11 !<~1 31-1 23t-1 40M 36 

The most optimum artillery \<Teapon to be employed on. this miss ion 
is the 8 IN HOWITZER. 

CONCEP'Z' OF OPEPl-.T!O~lS. COZ•lUSKO::<.E~. 1 using US resources 
w1ll attack the KPA Dorder Guard barrack using tube artillery ,.,i th conventional and ililproved conventional munitions . 

.:~~E!·1Y FORCES. The KP:'\ h~s a pr~dominance of artillery in 
firir.g position in thG vicinity of the objective area 
ranging from 90mm to 203r.<m {a IN). Estimate is at least a · 
4:1 ratio in favor of the enemy. 

LAS"' FED 

SECRET 

E.O. 1.2356, SCI\.. 3.4. A I 
Mil 41-3t-»;t oso 1h. ~l-~ '" 

By 1~ I± ,NARA, Date &, ,,.il 'tf 
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MILITARY O~E~ATIONS IN KOREA <S~ 

:. :: : C tNCUNC KOREA. l9l.'tSOZ AUG ?b (NOTAl.) · 

c iJ) THIS !S AN EX£ CUTE MESSAGE. 

'iS) F'C.R CINCUNC: .. . 
't'O~R P~At; · CF OPERATIONS PROVIDED 

~PP~OVEO FOR IMPLEMENTATION • 
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• Cfl~~< Ai!ONS TO C.UT DOW~, NOT REPEAT :NOT f'f~UNE, 'tHE TOE~ \-IIL.l. 

:.,~~ ~.,~r..:ce: .',T Aeour 20t?.200! AUG ?b. I • ~ 
:; . I 
:. CPERA~:ONS GUIDANCE: 

~ .. 
l l OPEk~TIONS ~~~L 8E CONDUCTED QUICKLY AND AGGRESSIVELY. 

.. 
:2 ) P~AH· OF OP~RATIONS PROVIDED GY CINCUNC lql~SOZ AUG 1& APPLXSS. 

# 

:£~OVAL bF · TWO KPA INSTALLED CROP BARRIERS IS AUTHORIZED UNL~SS SUCH 
I 
I . 

\CT!ON ;'-'tOULD DELAY. THE. MISSION OR AOD TO THE RISK. 
J I . . 
_ . _ CTS~ , OR CINCPAC: 

~ . PROVIDE CINCUNC US FORCES AS NECESSARY IN SUPPORT OF 

~:~CUNC l9l~SOZ AUG ?~. 

.. 

• 

J 
D. DI~ECT COMUSFK TO 'PROVIDE M~XIMUM PROTECTION TO SAC 8·52 SORTIES 

-o INCLUDE CAP, PARAGRAPH ,, .5ElOV. 
-. 

r. <TS) FOR CINCSAC: ... 
CONDUCT D-~ao KOREAN TRAINING SORTIES AT tHE RATE OF ONE CELL 

. ER DAY 'FO~ FIVE DAYS. 

0 . MISSI6NS WILL Q~ FLOWN AS PLANNED !N SAC rqo&OOZ AUG ?b EXCEPT, 

ON iHE FIRST· DAY t ALt. RUNS WXL;t.. Gu Ai MEDIUM OR HIGH AL iiTUOe. 
J 
C. I NtTIAL MISSION SHOULD ec LAUNCHEO SO AS TO ENSURE CELL ·AR~IV~~ 

.\T THE IP FOR Tf:tE FIRST RUN A.i t'!OtUaoz. AUG i'u. RANOOM TOTS ARE 

AUTHORt~ED ON SUCCE~OING DAYS MIS~ION~ • 
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Do: at }1r e. Bnrre t t: 

1 was de:cply saddened by the ·report of the death of your 

busband, First Lieuccnn•\t· :-:ar~ T. Barrett, United States Army, 

"-'hile serving in Kor(.:<l •. 

In this t1t\e of y~ur bereavement, no words of condolence are 

really adequate. I believe you can be proud that your husband 

was actively serving h~u country in a position of leadership 

at the time of his denth. Ha \o."clG contt•ibutine directly to 

the cause of fL·eedo:n our country res presents · th1.·oughout ·the 

WOl"ld. 

Hrs. Ford joins with me in set1ding our lHlllr.tfelt sympathy in 

this hour of sriof. 

Sincer~ly, 

Gerald n.. Ford 

Hrs. Hark T. Dnrrett 
3173-C Gilt:\<;r Street 
Coluffibin, South Carolina 29207 

• 

·, 
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August 18, 1976 

TO: BUD MCFARLANE 

FROM: JOHN MATHENY 

Attached are DOD drafts of Presidential letters of condolence. 
Elmer Brooks advised that after consultation with the Adjutant 
General of the Army, Defense recommends similar letters 
be sent to each set of survivors, i.e., different letters to 
spouse and parents but similar letters for each spouse and 
each set of parents. In fact, they aren't much different within 
the same family-- so I have included a suggested re-draft of 
the letter to the parents. 

····"" 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF OEFENS£ 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

18 Aug~st. 1976 

Assit)tnnt to the President fol.' 
~atiounl Security Affairs 

SUBJECT: Draft Co::-..t~unica.tions to the Uext of Kin of Officers 
Killed in KOl'Cll 

Attached are draft com:nunicationa to the next of kin of the 
U.s. Arrr.y officers ~iho \.."cru killed in the Korean DHZ on 18 
August 1976. 

• l 

As of 1730 hours on 18 AuguGt: 1976, tho parcntG of both officers 
and the wife of Captain Donifna had been notified personally. 
However, the wife of lat Lt. Barrett had not been contacted and 
notified. Consequently, \O'C recomtnc:nd that co:r.:r.unications from 
the Waite HouGe to lst Lt. Barrett's fnmily be ~.rithheld until 
official notification of the upouse hoa been t:la.de by the Depart­
ment of the !trmy. t\~ will 1nforr.t you by telephone aa soon a a 
that has been done. 

Attachments - 4 
a/a 

H. Sta6er Holcomb 
Rear Adciral, USN 
Hilitary Assistant 

.. 

; 
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D~ar Kre. Barrett: 

I ~:as dC:tl?l7 sadd~n~d to laarn of the: death of your son, First Lieute.,s.nt 

I kn.Y..T .:;.t this ti<.:e of bcr<:av~mcnt wo-:.·ds alone ca.mtot provide solace; ~o~ .. -

ever, you can be justly prou4 of )'Our son's service. to his country. l! ..e 

contl·ibuted directly to r.oints.:!.nins the freedom our country supports 

thr<?u0hout: the \·:orld, 

}!rs. Ford joins ".-lith n:c in ac:\ding our heartfelt sympathy in this hour 

cf gr!ef. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald 4, Ford 

~~t:s. Hele~\ :Barrett 
6667 Al~o:.c Avenue 
Jacks~nville, Florida 32210 
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. U.S. Mil;l tary Hov~s 

fJefcon 3 has hcen c5t.:tbt.i.~~hcd in the ROK and the 
'.order has been givca for the deployment of the F-4 squadrc11 
£rc1n Kadenn to South I\or•;;a (Taeyuj • 'fhe ETl'\. of the F- 4 's in 
~orea ls 0700 EDT , A warning has gone out from JCS on 
preparing for the possible moveJacnt o f the Hid\·M.y, the 
F- lll 's a nd the n-~2 ' s . 

North .Korean Actions '· 

Radio Pyongyang announced at 0320 that military units 
hc.d been put on ~ war footing. The anaunct-:ment said that 
u .S , f orces in South Korea had been put. on an eme1:gency 
alert and that ., fa.c:ed Nith thiR l:eckl~ss vlar clal-nor, 11 

NK military \mits and nlil.itia forces huvc been ordered to 
ncntcr into ~~'ar postu:t:e. 11 The announcemr;nt stated uwe 
"itill not provokE: other~ first but we \~ill never tolerate 
.the enemy's provokln9 us . 11 

:Pa1:k-Stih!ell Convcrs,~tion -- ._. __ ._ __ _ 
On the bas is of a tclecon "lith the i-\.cti'ng CJCS, 

General Stilwell discusdcd the Defcon 3 move and the 
F-4 deployment vlith l?res{dent Park and Minister of. Defcn$e 
Suh before receiving th~ cabled instructions. Park term~d 
t.hc North l\orcwn incident "beyond hvmvn rcuson" and said 
that the situation was sufficiclltly gr~ve to dem~nd more 
th.:m a protest . If~ vic:n•tocl the move to DeicorL 3 a;:~d the 
?'-4 deployment as approprl.<.\tc . lie urged that the strongest 
poss ible protest be issued, together with a dero~nd for 
>:epar<'ttions . At. the Solt\C time he called for \.:he delibcre.t~ 
d~veloptn~nt of appropriate counteraction which •.-muld net 
play into North 1<or0an h~nds. He s~tid we should te~ch t.h~ 
North Koreans a lesson but without the usc of arms . ?ark 
quostioned the value of a s how of force , noting that 
d.eployrnents after the Pueblo ii,cident did not deter the 
North Koreans from s hooting do~m the EC-121 . 

Gencr ol Stilwell observed that it was essential to 
CO.ilplc te the ·t.rec-·pnming ope.~u.tion, to '\·lhich i?n.!:}~ egreGct. 
P~1.rk o ff:erccl ROK specL:tlists in judo and karate to assist 
i n t hi H operation . He suggested ~1at w~ proce~d daliber~t~ly 

with this 
'• 

5', 



. ·.· .J 

.. 
.. . .. 

. . ·~ 

::: .. 

' 
•. 

I' 

~ .... .· 

S~;CRB'i' . 2 • 
• .. 

~operation to en~urc we will be ccrtain·of the NK reaction 
and do not have to use fir(!arms. t'lc informed Embassy Seoul 
and CINCUNC that GGncral Stilwell should get to:J ~>rcsider.t 
Park the infornHtion abput the po~sible move~ und•.?.r con­
sideration (F-111, B-52' s, Midvlily) and have been informeC. b~. 
telephone that this has been done. 

Discussion with GOJ 
I 

Embassy Tokyo informed American Affair5 Director General 
Yamaza.ki in the Foreign Office of D<:!fcon 3 and the move of F-4'~ 
from Kadcna to South Korea. Yamazaki Gxprcssed appreciatio~ ~=r 
the timely notific.:\t.ion. He asked \·Jhether the GOJ could confl.r: .. 
publicly that it been infor.nH3d Of the r'-4 df;ployrnent in advc.:,:;; 
if this move coml?.~ to public attenl,ion. No hav~ instJ:ucted 
the Embassy to requeat the Japctncse not to discuss the m~~e 
publicly in the abs~nce of any public ac1mo~,.rledgemen.t by the 
USG of the de.ploymc;mt. 

- ... 
As a result of studding, computerized procedure s trigs£~~d 

when th~rc is a change of Dcfcon, DOD ucnt out in~tructi0ns ~~ 
Ni\'l'O po6·cs inst.r.uctin9 th~~ ch · c-f: V~ .• mil:tt:v1·y t0pr,;:::0nt.:lti.·.n.= ;.. 1. 

e.:.ch country to il·,.[or.m the ~~inis"t:8't~ of. Dc~f"mr~<"! 4\b(~\.lt t.l'w lllfJ '•? 

"-·- to Defcon 3 in South Kol."~Z\ upon .=tuthorizat ·on by the Chief 
of Mission. On the basis of Op Center discussionA with 
E~glcburger, we sent a suhsequcnt message to all concerned 
pO!;ts instl::ucting thnt ~.;uch anthqr.i.~ation not b.;; l)ivon for 
the time~ being. The DOl) mcsc.:vJc did tJ() 1 hO'!;!ever , airectli' 
to the Canadians. 'rhus 1 ns fur as ~ve kt'lm.;, the Koreans, 
Japanese, and Canadians are the only once who have been 
officiall~l informed of the Defcon 3 move. 

~U.litary Armistice Comn~fssion l·iet.j:i!_t9.. 

EltlbasGy Seoul informed us by phone that a K~C meeting · . .;as 
concluded at 0430 ETD. The North Korean side accused us of 
provoking the incident and claimed that some of their ~en taj 
been injured. They prcscnte~ photos purporting to prove ~heae 
points. The~' char.g12d that the.~ US ~~as r<1 i s i ng tens.:i ons in. the 
area and said war could break out if this continued. A Ccible 
report on the meeting is being prepared by C!NCUHC. The 
<l t1uosphere at the Joint Sccur .i. ty l\rea has beC::n n:,:.rm~:\1. 

Media Covera9.e 

AFP reported from Seoul that US fore~~ had gone on "full 
alert." The report was apparently based on the Armed Force~ 
Korea Net\vork ann.ouncemt.;nt c:.:anct:lling all nd.l itc1ry lc:aves. 
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SECHET. 3. 

ROK press gave wide coverage to the· P~nmunjom incident, 
urging that the US ma.ke .:1 tough response to Pycngy~ng ' s pro­
vocation. One ne\•;spapcr. c:ont:r\cnt.:ary specula ted that the 
incident was an attempt to lay the qroundwork for direct 
US-North Kl)rean contucts. /1. governm~nt nC\Yspap"'r I en the other 
hand, s uggested th~t incident w~H aimed at having the US public 
call for a troop pull- out;' the ne\·n::paper commcr:.ted, "We a.r€: 
grave~y concerned about the UNC r~action .~ 

US network TV gave considerabl~ coverage to tbG incider.t 
on the evening of August lB. 

No 'other medi~ covcretge nvailable at this time . 

UN nnd Colombo Connection ..;;.;;..___; _____ __;.. _____ ~----
At the UN, a rne~ting of potential add.i.tion~l co-sponwors 

of the friendly re~olution was held August lB. ~ttendancc 
~;·ms good. t·Je arc supporting th~ cffori.: \1i th ~-:ppl:cach<::s in 
various capitals. f:fl\b,,.zsy/CJ.NCUj:JC hnn becm a:~ •?d to pr-::p.:.r·; 
a. report on the· ,TSt\ incident for the Sec1.1rity Counc i. ~·ie 
have no indication o~ yet tlu1t th~. incident "'lill cd.fect c~ .. :­
UN position. 

. ' 

.... 

The: noll··align.<:r.1 tr:rtct.ing ;; H Color:!l)n hus not yet complE>b.::d 
it8 conside.r.::.tion of the I~orc.~. qu•:-stion Mici. 'lTC have n11 im1.icu. ··· 
t.ion the ,Jsl\ incident: h~i.s had c.ny cff.;::ct. on the 3"\:..ti tude:.:. ac 
Colombo 
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~OK POL ITI~~~ P~RTIES SHOCrED, I~DIGNPNT OVER DMZ KILLI~GS 
-~ 

______ ........._.,. 
··- -~--........ ~ 

~~ 190153Y SEOUL H~PTONG IN E~GLISH 0056 GMT 19 UG 76 0'-N 

<TEXT> SEOUL , PUG 19 C~APTON~> -- SPCKESMEN FOR IHE 
S"'~ '.iT w v.oR EM·' GC VER r!~iD!T M~D OPPOS IT 10 ~ PARTIES t:. IKE 1 OD t' Y 
EXP~ESSED DEEP S~OCK A~D I~DIG JATICN AT THE BRUT A~ MURDERI~G 
nF T~O U. S. OFFICERS BY ~CRTH KOREAN GUARDS IN THE JOINT 
3~C~RITY AREA OF THE TRUCE VI LLAG E OF PAN~UNJOM WEDNESD ~Y 
hCR N I~!'= . 

REP Y1 C~0NG - SIK , SPOVESM~~ FOR T~E PRO- GOVERNMENT 
?'·~' reMENT~RY ~ROUP Y!.'JCr!GJ.ICE, CH~RGED THt·T THE BRUT~· :. Cr:t!RDERil.;G 
gy MOPT~ KOREQ~S WAS APPARE~T' Y MCTIV~TED POLITIC~-:_ y TO AIM 
·T THE FO~T~COMH'G U. S. PRESIDP1THL ELECTION IN NOVE£1'JBER . 

YI SAID T!.{E RECE~~T SERIES OF PROVO CAT IO~ S BY THE NCRTH 
vco"~P coftl!r!UNISTS t.LO~'G '-"ITH T!-'EIR mxFou~'-!DED CL :. Hj !BOUT 
TwE ywqE ~T 0F SGUTH YOREA ' S NORTH~ARD INVASION SHOWED TH T 
THE C0~MU~ISTS HAVE BEEN IN DEEP TROUBLE AT HO~E , WHICH COMPELLED 
T4EH TO MAKE PROVOCI:TIO~!S ON T~E SOUTH TO DIVERT WGRLD 
HTE~'T ION . 

REP YI cw~~G - HWA~ , ACTING PRESIDENT OF THE OPPOSITION 
~E~ DEM0CRATIC PARTY , SAID !WE ~CRTH KCREAN B~R3 · RITY O~CE 
~~~!r SHC~ED CLE~RLY T4E "BEtST:.Y ~~D BELLIGERENT KtTURE" 
OF THE COM~UNIST REGIME . 

THE OPPOSITIO~ LEADER S!RO Mg~y URGED THE KORE~N 
::, :·m '' . $. 1'r.ILIT~.RY A!JTUORITIES TG T~.Y. E RESOLUTE t CTIONS TC 
'=0 '''~TZ~ M·!~ PIJr! ISH THE 8 .~R3 !'::\0 US t~cT S BY THE f.~ORTH KOREtr, S 
SO os TO PREVENT THE RECURRE~CE OF SUCH INCIDE~TS . 
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CONFIDENriAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

.. \ : . ~ . _; 

August 18, 1976 

BRENT SCOWCR_OFT~~ 

BILL HYLAND Wt1/f 

'--' .. .., . 

Attached is the press guidance that will be used by State, Defense, 

etc., if asked this evening • 

D!CtAS'S!Fret> 
E.O. 12958, S~~t. 3.5 

. -~-- ' " : . " "'\ 

NSC Hemo, llll·tln, Stf.ltl) Der•t. Gv!~:c1.!~o1 
D1 KS{:f , !WU, D:~te _2/.fJ.!.L-
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Press Guidance (in response to question only) 

Q: Arc we taking any military actions in response to the North 
Korean attack in the Joint Security Area. 

A: We have taken the precautionary move of increasing the readiness 

~tt Ktw;~t., 
status of the forces in ~lo.e !$i:'C'll. This increased alert status 

has been taken in view of the unprovoked and premeditated 

as sault which occurred in the Joint Security Area and resulte.d 

in the murder of two US officers and the injury of US and 

Korean personnel. 

Q: Are we making any force changes in Korea? What other measures 
have been taken or are contemplated? 

A: We cannot discuss any other measures that may be taken. 
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<PANMUNJOM , KOREA) - - THE UNITED STATFS WARNED NORTH KOREA TODAY 

THAT THE SLAYING Or TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS IN THE TRUCE VILLAGE OF 

PANMUNJOM ' 'JEOPARDIZED THE ENTIRE FRAMEWORK'' OF THE KOREAN 

ARMISTICE. THE WARNING COMES IN A LETTER TO NORTH KOREAN PPESIDFNT 

KIM IL-SUNG FROM GENERAL RICHARD STILWELL , THE AMERICAN HEAD Or THE 

UN ITED NATIONS KOREAN COMMAND . GENERAL STILWELL ALSO SAYS THAT NEVER 

BEFORE IN THE 23 YEARS SINCE THE CEASE -FIRE WAS FORMALLY SIGNFD HAS 

THERE BEEN THE OUTRIGHT AND BRUTAL MURDER OF JOINT SECURITY AREA 

SECURITY FORCE PERSONNEL .'' THE LETTER WAS READ AT AN EMERGENCY 

MEETING OF THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION IN THE TRUCE VILLAGE 

ABOUT 3e0 YARDS FROM THE SPOT AT WHICH THE UNITED STATES CHAPGrD 

NORTH KOREAN GUARDS '' BRUTALLY MURDERED ' ' THE TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS . 
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This Copy ror ----------------.. 

AT Tl!t HHITL BOtJS£ 

\'liTH noH NESS&N 

AT ll:lO A.H. CDT 

AUGUS'J' lE:, 1976 

\~DNI:Sl.Vt Y 
CKanaaa City, Hissour-i} 

HR. NESSeN: Let mn. fil .. st of allJ tell you two 
things t.hat h.X'e some.Hhat \lnrclated 'to 'the Convention. 

I think a orne of you )~noto~ that Senator Ja)~e Garn' s 
wife ~as killed in a car crash. 

Q Wl1o? 

MR. NESS!!H: Senato!\ \Take Garn • of Utah. His 
wife Has ki:tled in a cat., c.I>ash. 'the PX'esident sent a 
"telegY•an, of condolence rtnd t>ent flowers to Senator Gorn 
and about 3(1 tninutes i"igo s telephoned Senatort Gar·n al"'d 
~eached him in Bloomfield, Colorado. to expres~ his 
condolences. Senator Gam's \4ife' s nrun~ \>laS Hazel 
and she Has >dlled in a car Hrec>' in Nebra.ska the day hefo);\e 
yesterday) l believe. 

The other" matt-er- hau to do wi1:l1 a st~·~"'Y you may 
have seen on the \otir·es ~ oi> h~er.d, conc-er-ning the aeath of nlo 
Amer-.ica.n officer'S nround Pllnmunjon, nnd l '~ou1d li>;.e to 
make ~ statE:me.nt on behalf of the President concer-ning that. 

"The Pr-esident conde1.nna the vi<.:iO\lS nnd unprovoked 
murder of t\~o /unericnn of ficei"S laGt night ~.n ... ;he c;emili tnri zed 
z<m~ neat' · Pnmnun:ion, in Kol:·e.1. That:c tltfh~(~t"G were peacE::-
fully Gupervising a Hork detnil in the neutl'al z.one when 
they HC!Pe subjected to u br-utnl nnd cower'dly C\ttac-k totally 
'~i tllOUt Harning. The total r·esponsibili ty for the conae­
<)ucnc~s of these mut'deX"S rents \~i th the Nol:'th KoX"eim 
.(~ovcrmnent." 

'that io the end of Jny statement. l will 'tell you. 
u.ddi t ional.ly) that the \lni ted Sti'ltea is oeekinr. o. u.~eet ing 

r 

immediately of the 11ilitu.ry Ar·mistice Commis~ion in 
Korea. I \mderstnnd that the State Dep~rtm~nt also has . ~ 
further :i.ni0rm.l.t.ic>n und the President ip being )~cpt \~u~l bt,. Su~~ ~ut~ 

' 'r"'- -··-1.-,. n...\.,{eoY.. ~> t-1~ t: ,t~1H l 
'· 
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Q Ron, \"hat are the COl'lSequence8? 

' I 
HR. HESSEN: Tom, I think, at this point, nll I 

can nny io that there are meetings being held in Washington 
on the aituation and l don 1 t, at this time) have anything 
further on it. 

Q Ron, is it the belief of the President and 
the U.S. Governmer't that this \HiS a deliberate connection 
\'lith. the nonalignHd meeting in St~i Le.nxa nnd the attacks Here 
e\•idence of the Horrth )~o):'lean' B clesi~ .... e to get \W off the 
l~orean penineul.a 1 

HR. lfESSrH: The Embassy, in i te ini tiel nnse£>E.unent} 
has. been unuble to determine the motive of the attacks. 

Q That was in Seoul? 

Jffi. NESSEN: In Seoul, co~ect. 

The heeident•s schedule you have is -unchanged. 

Q txcuse rne. n~fore you {tO fUX'ther, I \'lOUld 

like to ask a quention a.bout a line in t.he President's 
statement. the 11'to"tal responf;ibili ty for· t:h~ consequences of 
these mul"de.r•s t"ests \~ith the North l~or-ean Gov~rnment. 11 Can 
you elabor-ate on \o~hat that means 'i 

HR. tn:;sstN: l can't, Walt. :r thHl); 1.he language 
sr>eaks for- itself. 'the first step He ur.e tG\dnq is to 
aeek an illimediate. meeting of th~ Military /;l:·r:n1 ·T\ce 
Comtnission, as \<lell as tneetingG going on no,., in W:i.shington 
by American officials, on 'the! si tuaticm, 

Q When waG the President infn::·Jncd, and by 

HR. Nt:SStH: He \ias informed ns soon as the '"or-d 
came this mol"ning, by l3rent ScOt.:croft. 

Q Does the P~esident feel that these attncks 
unaerncore the need fer- n continued Americ.-s.n militt;ry 
p~ecence in South Korea and the need not to ~educe the 
number- of P.merican troops there? 

HR. HCSSEN! I don't think I am going to &Q into n 
' very lengthy discussion of that n0\11) John, oth~r thP..r. 
to give yo~ this statement. 

Q What is the })\trpose of tl)e me~t~ng call~d in 
l.,anmun"lon. to demand an e>:planation? 

.. 
!~ 

" ... .. 

.. ... 
r 
;. .. . • 
f 

'· . , 

· .. 
\. 

j. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
~ 
i 
i 
I 
l 

I 
I· 
~ 

I 
I 
I 

I 
l 



.· 

... . - ~ 

HR. HtSSI:lf: You mean a )nect ing of the Ji.ili tar-y 
I' o 

Ar111i~tiee Co.mm.LfHn.on? 

Q Yes. 

HR. HESSEN! 1 don't have pt'ecisely \·lhat 
pi'enentation the United StatcG Hil:t make u.t that meeting~ 
but -the Stilte Department pPobably \>:ill. 

Q \~o \<~ere the two officers • J<on? 

HR. m::ss:CN: l don't have the details herel Les. 

Q Have they been idcmtifi~d by anybody'/ 

HR. HESS'LH: I don 1 t ):now. you \"ill have to check 
at the State Department. 

Q la anyone checking from here·/ 

MR. HI:SSI:N: ! }mow that Brent was on tl1e phone 
with Washington. 

The Pr>e6ident 1s schedule is uncha~-!&ed for t}H! 

day~ so far. He slept in just a little latc~t' than l"'Ol"'TTlal 

this morning imd had breakfast at 1: 30. 

He erose just shor>tly be fore thc;.t. He h,1d break­
fast alone, incidentally, contl"c1.I'Y to all the little 
things l have been reading. 

'I'hen J the fir·st act.ivi ty that he had \fa.s 'the Pre 
staff 1neeting her·e on the third floor, which l think Bome of 
you cover-eeL 

Otl'lera than that, l don 1 t r-eally have anything. 
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. Q About the schedule, could you pleas~ Tell 
uo if thl1t noon trip, the l. 2: 30 trip io all pool 
covera$:e. nnd "tell uu which events the r<:!Tt of t'he day hre 
pool coverage ,as opposed to those Hhich hren 1t? If\ 
ther·e any open coverage on the P:-esident 1 o schedule 
today? 

MR. m:sstN: It is all tT'avel pool coverage. 

Q Ron, has the Pret>ident heard from th~ Secretc!lry 
of St~te on the subject of the international morality 
plank? 

J-tR, m::ssrn: I r.now there \~as a rood deal of 
discucsion lest night, and "the Pre~ident made hia deci~ion 
that his pla.t•>~ ~"'eally sitr.ply stated the basic principles 
on l>~hich the /ur.erican !oreir.n :policy has been based, 

Q 
it? 

J<CR, HtSSEN: 1 ar.J not suT'e Hhether the Presider1t 
t~lked to him directly. l know the Secretary's view~! Here 
brought into the discussion. 

Q l~ there going to he a pool allowed in to 
watch the President during the nominating t0night? 

MR. HLSSI:H: We are wox-king on that ar.d haven l t 
really finali%ed the plans yet. I hope so. 

Q /-\side from thi!i light ~;chedule list ed, Hhat 
else is the Pr·eeident doi ng 'today? 

HR. JffiSSEN: He has two ma:\oX' projects. as you 
>mow, and one is to select hie Vice P~e~idential r unning 
snate. 'the othe:- is to work further c.-m his acceptance 
speech. 

Q Cltll you tell ua the running mate yet? 
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HR. HESSLN: He has not chosen a ~unning ~ate. 

Q Is he ~oing ' to oee ReaRan tonight? 

MR. lfLSSI:lh /\S I said before, the Pre!'lid"'nt 
would like to see GovernorReegan after the nomination 
nnd thot could very well be tonight, but it alr.o could 
tomoM"o~ rnorninR• 'l'here haen' t Dt-.en a time fixed yet. 

~ \. ,'.·_)'\ \ 
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Q Could you give us a rundo\m on the P:J'e"ddent' s 
~e~ting with the GoveT"nors? 

HR. HI:SStU: l \otas in &mother meeting at the 
time Rnd didn't attend. I know the intention was to talk 
Dbout J>aT'tY huoinecs, about the fall ca .. npaigning and hec'lr 

. \•iews on the Vice r·reeidential queotion o1nd I C&me in cort 
of ilt the er.d of it, and l h'llow that they inclic<sted, ns 
they were cort of breaking up, that the President had not -l··· - - . '. . ... ' .. ' . 
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Q One of the Governortt 'said tt.ere 1o~as '' r.rC'!at 
deal of talk by the Governors. not the President, iJbout 
the ~election or the poadbili ties' of hiln celecting )~ona:fd 
Rcbp.an c:s ))is runni~g Jnate, 

I 

MR. NLSStN: As I say, l wac in another rne~ting 
llTid :r: didn't attend the meeting today, 

Q Ron, how '~in he r,o about the proceEJs of 
choor-ing? \4:\ll the possible candidate come in ond E>ee him 
or will he talk to them on the phone? 

M.R. HL.SStN: TheJ"e Bre no pli1r1t1 for- that, Some 
of the Governor-t? \.,rho \iere in this morning have been 
mentioned by the p..l.'eRt mentione:r~ "B l'OGG:ibl~ contenders 
but tl,ere io no r>lan to have people come iTI and be ~nter-­
viewed ~nd oo fo>.--th today, 1 vould loo}: fo'f' the Pl"esident 
to ma.l~e h:i.B d·eciGion eithct' 1ate 'toni~ht or 'tomoY.row morning. 
ancl l \<fOUld look for the announcement to l>e li!M'le possibly 
ar·ound the noon houl' tomorro\o~ 1 

Q Jiere'l 

Q Whnt Nill he de> today to )."efine his proceec 
of Jn~l~ing his aelection'/ 

HR. HI:SSLN: Think .. 

Q \~ill the President make his own announcement 
on 'that ~ubject? 

HR. HESSBH: Will the Pvesident come hel"'e And 
announce his 1:-unning mate? 

Q Yer.. 

HR. HESSBN: 'l'hat is lnY anticipation. 

Q In this room? 

J~R. JU:SSI:N: Yes. 

Q ~on, he indicated he \o~as goinr. to oee people 
'todny. 

HR. Ntssr.N: Tilat he ,,ns r.oing to see Viet! 
Presidential rossibilitics today? 

Q Yes, 

HR. m::ssr:N: That io not on the schedule and not 
anticipated ~G far as I ~~ow. 
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Q \•1ho is he seeing today.? 

HR. NtSStN: Aside f~om thjs ochedule; l l~ow o! 
nobody who is comin~t in in l!.ddition to the schedule. 

I 

' Q 
yestel"day? 

Dld Senator Daker co up to the lSth floor 

HR. NtSSLN: Did Scmato't' Jlaker co up to the lSt'h 
floor ,YP.stel"day? 

Q Did he. or did he not? 

HR, HESSI.J~: I am not t\\~are that he did. I "~>liH 
check~ but ·he 6idn't see the President. 

Q Ron, is 'the President ctill.. ftoing to 1na~e hir: 
deci&ion only nfte~ he meets '~ith Hr. Rear.an? 

HR. ln~SSI;H: That ie COtTect. 

Q Tell us some of 'the thinf~G Pl'(':-ddent ford 
will be doinR after he returno from the /-iuehl~bach Hotel 
ar•d before he gneo to the New Jersey ocle8l.!·t~on'l He has 
about a four ... :hour tinte pel"iod on his ~cl1e<iul<! that is 
absolutely blan)'. 

HR. HTGSEH: One thing he \-lill do is cet :l\mch. 
The thr-ee other things he \~ill.. be doin~ arc l cme J work 
on his ncccptance sp~ech; thinking about hia Vice 
Pr·erd.dential cl-Joice; ana doinp; anything that hat to be 
done in connection '"ith this North Ko)"'ean episode. 

Q ~on, now that the test vote has been made 
and you have \llon on that, and you have no doubt you \dll. 
~in the nomin~tiont don't you think in the inte~eBt of 
party unity Ronald Reagan ought to conGider dropping out 
of the race .at this point? 

HR. HESStl-l: Phil, you know He a~e ~oinr.. to r.o and 
have the rest of the Convention in the scheduled way, and 
you l~o\~ tr.e ball P,ame isn 1t ovel" until.. the last out and 
the f>resident feels u·.at way . 

Q Ron, r.an you tell about that? 

HR. m;ssrn: \~e nre not taking anythin~ for> 
~anted, 

Q /\t \.Jhat poir.t ~>:cctly Ht:G tt.e Pl"er;ioent 
informed of the nssassination of the two officer~? 

HR. Htssr:w: I void the first thing thi-G rt~orning 
by Bl"~nt Scowcroft. 

KORt; 

lr''1""·1 
~ I . ! 

I' ~ 

t 1 
!·: l 
I· t 
' l I . I , 
f, 
j: 
i. 

r 
I­
I 
I 
t· 
l 
I' 
I 
I· 
I 
' r 
I 

i 

t 
i 
i 
I 
I 
t 

I 
i 



I 
\ I 

I 
I 

I 
... .! 

I 

.J 
-~ , 

i 
. I 

...., 

I 

I 
I 

' I 

l 
I 

I 
1 

r 
I 

• 
~--------------~--._~.----~~ 

. ... 7•-

Q Do you expect 'fhe PrC"oident to ·announce 
the Vice P:r.eoidentinl candidate tomorr-0\-1 N" is it somethint. 
you Jnir.ht <lo·J 

HR, NESSr.N: I mentioned to Andy ! thour.ht the 
~~ecident would come her~ ana would announce it. 

Q If the JTeaident has not made up hit. JJlind 
\llhen he r.oes to Gee Rea~~m • \-lhat Hill he consult \•d th him 
libC>ut? 

HR. HESSEN: He '"ill consult \-lith ~vernor> Reagan 
about the Vice P~~sidency, 

Q 'What will he do, present him a list and e~y 
\o~ho do )'Ou l i}at? 

J1R. HESStH: They will discuss the Vice 
Pr-esidency. 

Q non, can you corn.'flent on the amount of input 
Roncild Reagan '":i.l..l have on the President 1 o i ;;.nal. decision? 

MR. JJl;SSI:H: I can 1 t quantify !o'r' Y·-'\1, Russ, He 
will consult \~b:h Reagan about the Vice Presidency. 

Q !f he had in mind a particular man Reagan 
waa absolutely lmd totall~r opposed. to, '~ould that cause the 
President to chan~e? 

liR .. NI:SSEH: That is too speculative, Russt foi' 
me to anU\>IeT' • 

Q Is Senato~ na~er still in the running? 

1-4R. HtSSI::H: We haven 1 t said Hho is in the runnir.g 
and who is not in the ~nning. 
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Q There are vome reportu ~hat the r-resident 
has &~tten sort of a special comtnunication. 

HR. NJ:SStN: I Y'end the li~t, Helen t ll·nd there is a 
lir.t c•f five peoplE: out hRced on the r-epor•ts. Thel't> H<l!J n 
:d.&t t~f four peop;u: out and three of 'the people on the 
list of five are not on the list of four. 

Q 'J'her-e Has a list of foul" in Jac~ Anderson 1 ~ 
c.-ol utnn. 

HR. HtSSr.H: I forget how J(1o>~ wor-ded it, but the 
faot iF> thllt the co-called )"oeporto, C\nd then there in c. list 

' of two, ond then there is a wayt I am told--one story if: that 
if o oer•tain thing happens, H \'lill be one of those two. 
If <.mothe:r thing happens, it i ·s nnother one of those two. The 
f&ct i~ ~ the C\nly p~r'son '~ho blOWs Nho is on the lit;t • 
\~hether ·the list has been narro1o1ed down or not, is the 
Pr--ef.iident. He has told no one, absolutely no one. 1 can 
acsure you of that. 

l ~7.ow of one gentl<!.Jr1an going nround town telling 
p~ople he )mows Hho t.he President has selected and ·that 
gentleman has seen t:he President fol" a total of ~(J ~<:cond!! 
"this \~?eek and they didn • t talk <ibout the Vie:.e f'resid£-ncy 
du~ins that brief chat. The fact is. nobody }mows. 

Q ls }le going to confer with his r•ref;cmt 
Vice Pr·etddent'l 

HR. NtSSt:N: 'the lJX'esent Vice President has been il 

very active participant in tl1is \~eek 1 a events s as you know, 
inc)udinr. last night 1 G platfor-m. 

Q Will you let me please fc1llow up Ill)' question? 
People <:rc nll bellowinc. l \otould like to finieh the 
1ueation. You took off on Rockfelle~'s nctivitiea last night. 
You suid he haa been a very active participant. H.as he be~n 
l:ln ubH ve par-ticir,ent in the \'ice Presidential selection 
proce&s'/ 

MR. NESStN: The Pre$ident har. diccussed it 
Hi th him, yes. 

Is he going to discuss it \o~i th him some rnore'f 

MR. N~SSCH: l don't know. Carol. 

Q \~ill the President r.ive nonald Rcnr.<~n 1 r. Hord 
liny more \~eir.ht :i.n hi~ Jnind-t:mking-up pr-ocess than tsnyone 
else? 

MR. HtSStH; I just ca."\ 1 t say to what de~ree that 
\otill affect ltim as opposed to corneone else 1 & views and llis 
own views. lt is a co~plex process. 
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Q Ron, ic ~here ~ny ~~an to r.uppo~t Rockefeller 
fo~ National Committee Chairman? 

I 

MR. HESSEH: Thex-e ic no plan ·to, John. 

Q What about oove~age of the P~sident toni~ht~ 

tiR. tlESSEH: \~e nrc \<~nrY.ing em \<lhat I hope will be 
a satisfactory pool plan, Aldo. l \~ant to make ~u~e it i~ 
r.cceptabl<! to the }>resident end. :\f he says okAy, then I will 
annop.nce ~t :later this after-noon. 

Wait a tninu~e. Ar-e you talking about watching the 
balloting'/ 

Q Both. 

HR. NtSSEN: Ce~teinly, if the President goes 
tonir,ht to ~ee Governo~ Rear.an tonight, there will be a 
tl'avel pool, and l am \o~orking on \~hat I hope '"ill be an 
ncceptable plan fo~ a pool to '"atch at least part of the 
balloting with the Pr-esident. 

Q Hill that be mo~e than one pool'f 

MR. NESSEN: Just one. 

Q Your corrnraent Has ve~y interesting on the 
foreicn policy a-mendment. You tnean to say the Adm.ir.iatr·a­
tion rloe&n't view that as cl'i~ic~l? 

HR. NtSStH: We have no objection to this. As l 
oay, it. is based on th~ -- th~se basic princip~es outlined 
in this rursendment a~e tbe ones on \-lhie:h the ror>d for·eign 
policy has been baaed. 

Q If ~ou have no objection to it, wh~ didn't 
yo\J cliy eo in t'he first place when it \o~as proposed? 

MR. NESS'CN: AG I seid \-lhen it came up, if it came 
up we would ta.l~e ll look at it and give a view. 

Q \tlhy did it "take you so :tong to J11etk~ up youl." 
mind? Everyone \MS )~ept \~ai t ing nt•ound until around midnight 
befor>~ anythine Has said. 

MR. NCSSCN: I rne~n, Aldo, ~s l caid, WhRt happened 
\<~as 1hcrt» \o~ere other matter~ to deal with und \"hen it c·ame 
ti)rle to d~al \-lith this one, there were conferencer: held and 
the !>resident rr.ade n decision and oent the word to his aide6. 
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Q. Pid the Vice PrPsic1ent help him in making. a 

decision·/ D.id the \lice Presid~nt involve >~i&£dnger in this? 
' 

HR.- HtSSI:H: •rhc Vice PN~sidc.nt, I think, cpoke 
eloQu<!ntly on television lcJst ni&ht in explaining why this 
ll.mendm~nt Has acceptable. 

Q You ~aid Dr. Kissinger waa consulted --

MR. UtSStH: l said l thou&}:lt his views wer-e certain~y 
brought into this. 

Q Wer-e his v1eHG supportive C>f this? 

MR. H:LSStN ~ I don't kno\>1 precisely \>that his views 

Q Do you know imprecisely \</hat they \~ere? 

Q Who ldll be with the President .in his suite 
toni&llt? 

MR. NESSEN: 1 haven't r,ot- the full list i but- l 
1.fill get it £or- you. l think the family '"ill be in the lli'(.>ntJ 

hut the Cheney-Mar-sh fol1~s will be up there. 

Q Can you cive us ~nything fu~ther, time-wi~e, 
for a depaMul."c on rriday? 

HR. Hl:SSrN: I would say for your Ol·m planning and 
guidance, you could look for' a departui'e friday around noon. 

Q rrom ,.,her·e? 

MR. NESSJ;N: fJ'om the ;,irpo:rt. That is hmt 
J"'\•r..h ond only fo'l" your guidance Go you cl!n f':\a.n your- live.s. 

Q Will he address the Republican National 
Conmci.ttr,.e l'rides.y morning? 

l·m NtSSr:H: I think ther-e is a plan foi' the 
dent to attend that meeting. 

Q When is that and Hhere? 

MR. NESSEN: It is traditional, I think you )~low, 
for the t-epublicun National Conlln.i ttee to 1neet on the day nfte:r 
the CcmvenH.on, oo rriday rnorninr. is the RHcr..eeting &ncl l 
do c>:pcct the P'l"esident to go to that. 

Q \Hll theJ'e be a rt>commendation for t-he Ch.lirma.n7 
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HR. N£SSCI-l: I am not ready to say anything about 
that. )'Ct. 

Q Since the }'resident 1 c; floor manager. Seni\tox-
Griffin, told the Dctr>oit free Press of trying to H01"k the 
ne£Js;an uupporteroa, "even if \-le have to hold our noses)" and 
nince this r•aJJ.ph).et issued b~• Roger'S Horton 1. .. efcrred to 
l &-C. is ne>t honest and not ~in cere, 1 \iM> \ofontlering l h0\<1 
does the PPeGident think the tcr~nology by ouch oloae 
a~s;ociatc~ 1-1ill help with the unity needed to beat Jimmy 
Cat"ter'i 

HR. NESSEN: Is that a multiple choice? 

Q \~e taes.r 6. lot about unity. We hea..rd that 
mentioned ycr.tcrday \>1}Hm Griffin Gaid, 11 we will uork 
\t~ith t'he Reagan supporters if \.re have to hold oul-" noses,··• 
Cind they say this is dishonest. l wonder, what is 
the President's feeling about this? 

Jm. NESSI:N: About whai'? 
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Q Hio close associates !Sre using this 
. teJ"'JJinolog);. 

MR. HI:SSJ:H: I \Ul ni;lVe to look at them, Les. I 
hav~n•t ceen any one of those state~en~s. 

Q Ron, the pool this n.orning repor-ted the 
Pr£>sident \-laB &Sked if he \~llG r.oing to have tmy Vice 
Pr-f'sidentia). crmdidates corning in 'lc seC!. him today. 'I'lle 
Prerd.dent :r-e~lied, 11 1 might have n lot of th~m." )'ou said 
it is not on hiG schedule fo~ him to see anybody else, but 
you aaid that yesterday and I know some people he caw who 
\~eN~ )10t on the cchcdul e, 

So, I am nsking, can we believe your schedule? 

HR. HI:SSI:N: Yes. you can believe the nchedu:te. 
l don 1 t );:now of any plan for the Presiderat to interview 
peopl~ aa Vice Presidential possibilities today. l mean, 
it is obvious that nt the Gov<:.!r-no-r' s meeting this n,ornin?. 
thr:r-e were people \1/ho have been mentioned but the purpo~e 
of tl-aat 1neeting \'las not t"o interview them and there may be 
others the P~e~ident cr-osses patha with today in the course 
of hie moving around town or having meetinfl.S her-~ that may 
have bcenJnentioneds also. 

Q But oomin~ in to gee him. that is t~e way th~ 
question '~a~. 

HR. NLSSEH: 1 don 1 t know of any plana, I will 
check furthel", 

. . Q IB he about to do tha~ ~'t all at any time 
d~inR the selection process? 

I "• 

HR. Nt;SSEN: \~at~ llave an interview procet>s? _ . 

Q Yea. 

MR .. HtSSI:H: lt is riot planned. that he will, no. 

Q Ron, \>~hat \~as . the President 1 o reaction to 
th~ Vice Pr~sident'6 tussle last night ove.r· the sign? Be 
caw it. didn't he? Did . he see this on TV? 

HR. NrSSEN: t don't ~ink he did. 

Q 
hap~encd. I 
he urnile, or 

He. l;nows about i ~. Be is eware of Hhat 
wonder, has he enid anything about it? Pid 
\~as he happy about it or \.rhat? 

.. 
HR. JftSSf..N: I haven't heard any reaction from him 

about it. 
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Q No ~eaetion at all? 

HR. m::sst:N: No. 

Q 
Pre staff? 

Are thel'e any ott1er briefings planned by the 

HR. N£SS:LH: Tllere al'e no plan~ foP any fct"ther 
Pre b:riE>fings in heY'e. J'<".t~r doe6n 1 t pl;1n ic•. WJwt :C would 
likE! to do. is if we huV<" i>nything to po:::t ~ ~c- to post it 
al>Out (;: 00. 'rhat G: 00 posting could \~ell include pool 
plans for coverar.e of the balloting tcnip.ht, '1·he of fief'. 
io open all -ti1e tilne and you can come in 'there if yo\1 have 
any gu~~tions or probl~ms. 

Q Are you plannin~ to net out nn advan~~ text 
of the President's acceptance S?eech like tomorrow after~ 
tlocm? 

HR. HESSJNt I am aiming to get out u text out 
of the President 1 ~ acceptance r,peech somc.,;her-e betwe::er. 
Jnid- nnd late uftet·noon tomorrow • 

Q Ho\-1 long \"ill ):t be, \~ould you r.uess'i· 

1-m. ~tSSEN: I would gues~ the spolam tl1o:rd 
twuld l.Je ~olnewh~re around 25 J.nir.utes wi1h time for 
int~rruptions fop npplause afte~ virtually every s~ntcnce. 

T}Jl; PJTI;SS: 'l'hanx YO\l, 

~liD (AT 11:31 /\.M. CD'!') 
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SECRET 2 

Sec rcta ry l<i s singer: There is a practical problem I would like 
to point ~mt. The attack occured at 9:43 last night and I was not 
notified until 9:00 this morning. 

Mr. Knoche: That was poor performance on our part and we will 
take the blame. 

Mr. Clements: There is no reason for CIA to take the blame - why 
not DOD and State who also received messages in these channels. 

Mr. Habib: The information came in at midnight last night but I did 
not learn about it till this morning. 

Secretary Kissinger: It was in my take this morning along with some 
fifty other cables. 

Mr. Habib: It was 8:30 this morning when I first knew about it. 

Mr. Abramowitz: ISA did not learn about it until 9:30 this morning. 

Mr. Knoche: There was discussion between the operation centers 
but nobody alerted the principals. 

Secretary I-\issinger: Wasn't there another incident where this sort 
of thing happened recently? Of course, there was the Maya_guez. 

Mr. Habib: We should of been informed at 12:01 am. The machinery 
did not work properly. 

Mr. E noc he: The various' ope ration centers talked with each other 
but did not send it up to the principals. 

Secretary Kissinger: I am not blaming CIA. Each department should 
be organized to inform its principals. Let's begin the briefing. 

(Knoche begins briefing. Attached) 

Secretary Kissinger: ·were photographers taking pictures 
Why don't we see any North I<oreans' dead bodies. 

Adm. Hollowav: Stilwell doesn't believe that there were any North 
Korean casualties. 

Mr. Robinson: Did the North I{oreans report on the incident? 

1v1:r. Knoche: Yes, but there 'l.vas not mention of casualties. 
(Knoche continues and finishes briefing). 

SECRET 
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&cretary Kissinger: 
manpower? 

What docs the South have in terms of 

Mr. Knoche: They have 523,000 men in their army, 280 jet 
fighters, 175 patrol craft and no submarines. In our judgment 
a military action by the North to be effective would have to 
be a surprise attack. We, therefore, do not believe that the North 
had a major attack in mind. 

Secretary Kissinger: Cansomebody provide me with an analysis 
of how the two sides balance forces? 

Admiral Holloway: The North Korean ground forces have good 
hitting power, but the South Korean army is well lead and backed 
by the U.S. The North Korean air force is larger, but the South 
Koreans are better trained. There is also the confidence factor. 
The South Koreans are confident because the U.S. backs the1n 
up. The North Korean submarines are not worth very much. 
Each country has a military force which is well designed to support 
its own strategy and position. In my judgment, it is a military 
stand-off. I do not think that at the present time that the North 
Koreans could mount an ceffective military ·invasion. 

•. 
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C:oll·rrl :·.;ere yot• focLorlni.l ln the rs forccs1 

Vnoche: Thill ts 11 1-<·Y jud·~,..r~ent . \le \1elleva tllarc 1:rc tvo key clc:.cnts . l.ne 
Is the l:~-:;out.h rnrean ::utual 1:efen1:e Trc;,ty Dnd the other is the 
prest>nce t~( l'S forces. lf the t:!:> rorces \~lthdraw then the i.otbh 
J:orcnns 11ould have the Mill tnry adv.nnta;:c;, . 

l:tsslng(:r: ,.•hy ,..as the reaction rorcc so late ln eettlng into the area? 
I 

llolloway: Stlllwt.>ll hns avoided ansl.'crlng that . 

t..l ss luger: ,,c sure J;~cnt loncd the photo covera.;e . ,.;loy was it n4i<cessary to prune 
that trce:1 

liolloway: It obstructed the llne of view betlo'ecn the observation ~ost and the 
; tower . ~n t his chart I can Ol•l.Y fin" one of the two positions cited, 

I 
Clcr.:ents: i~asn 't that a rout lug Oj•ernt ion - keeping tae area cllo<>r? 

Kissinger : This c.P.ble ~rhich was just handed tor.:-: r.~akes lt sound as tho~,:gh there 
\1as a lot of bnc!dng and (orthlne c.l:ot:t tills . 

llylandi they told us not to c!o lt. ( The ;:ot:th !:oreans) 

!iolloway: Stillwell ' s report says that tl·.e origlnt.l plan ~<:as to cut the tree 
c!o\.'11 hut the . :otth j,oreans so i C: no . ,je then dec i<!cC: to prune it . •\n 
eyewitness account says that when the ::orth :~orc·tm ~..ere iec-r 11rri vee! on tl:c.· 
scene he asked whnt they -..·ere doing. iic was told "?n:nlng" and answered 
"good.) 

iiablb; There arc some dif(ercnces ln the reporting of t:hat , 

Kissinger: .,'hy do the ;;orth Koreans have the rit;ht to object to our cutting do.,.~~ 

or prunins a tree7 

I 
habib: The whole ar~a ls a joint area. 

I 
Kissinger: If the ,,orth Koreans Gccidc to prune D tree tlo they ask our penaisUon . 

I 
habib: .,o . ',;e don't care , J:.:ach side has its its own area within the joint area • 

I 
Klssln&«r: Can each side ordc.r the other side arounc!? 

llnh i b: They can • t force each other hut there 1 s a lot of arc;uc•entat lor •• 
I 

Klssl t: ~{ell there Dre t\.'0 problems i'IS 1 see lt, 1-/,f/ The first problt'm is thi:!t 

1
two Amc:>rican o!flcers have been beaten to death . '£he second probl~!M is to 
lrevlew the procedures He are following in the u:.:z . ::ow re:;ardlng the 
!first I ssue I agree '~lth the CIA analysts . : :v h~presslon is tl1nt it 
\vr.s 11 preu:<:-ditated nttack . There were so:-:~ fifty other thin&s thc,y 
tould have done to stop us from pruning the tree . 

t~ow thls letter Stlll-..·ell \.·ants to send to 1-:1111, l.by should he send a letter 
io l<lml'. W'hnt standing docs he have? 

iiablh: 1;e11 Stilll~c,ll Is the Conc~ndcr of the L:> Forces and KIP ls the <:oJ;u,.andcr 
of the !;orth Korean Arr.ly , t-lm also sl3ned the original l'eace asreepent , 

!<.Iss in;;cn There hav(' alrcndy been ,;h! t<> uov&c and State lJcpartG:cnt stutcr.•cnts 
deploring these I•Junic:>rs . ;;hy do we now also need a !>tllh;ell st.:.tCJ;;t>nt . 
IJocs h<' have the author! ty to lllllkc a stnt.c~o.cnt ·t 
I """""'•'T ••• He need• •••hlngton approval , 
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j,lsr.lu~o:>r: ,;ell l<·ts put ll~:tt l;~lo .;,t,c:cj'<lllc<· · l h«vc talkcu to tile 1•residcut toduy 
about this. uc feels th.:~t some sort of strong acl:lon Is necessary 
!Jut does not know prec i sely what it should bo • .-o'll there arc t'ho things 
that co~o~c l:o uy talr.<l . ,·, fc.:'ll w<.:c~:s ago we turnt:d off a u-52 exc:crcisc 
bccauso it \.'Oulc:! be provocDtivc to the Chinese. \~e might resurrect that 
exercise. '£he second possibility woultl be to alert all forc~s in 
N>rcD. 

tlo lloway: We could go from l.Jt:FCON 4 to DEFCO;'i 3. 

Kissinger: ~ntat 'WOuld that do? 

llollo· • .-ny:rnlcss we had a specific phm In mind or the i;orth Koreans felt we had 
a specific plan In mind they probably \.'Ould not react at all. 

¥1sslnger: Ucll on that basis yot: could not throated anything • 

.Abromowlt7: . Stillwell recolill~cnds thl)t \.'C finish pruning the tree. 

Clemcnts: I am ln complete accord \lith that and think we should cut the God damn 
thing dO\ffio 

about the tr<.:e 
Kissinger: 1 am in favor of that too but I don't think we should do anythlnz"'untll after· 

'lo'e do something with our forces. i~hat is the r.:eanlng of the L.:::rcv •• alert 
stages'' 

holloiUlYt 5 Is normnl and 1 is war . ::itage 2 ltleans that war ls inevitable and stase 
1 is when the shooting starts. 

Colbert 
f(,.;~stks:x lf the a lett was r.10ved up)! to 3 ho1: '1-:ould the media and the l'S people re<Oct 

to that in t~1is carr.plli&n yc.:r . 

Kissinger: That has nothing to do with it. The important thlag is that they beat 
t\10 1\ft",erlciln to death and must pay the prlce . 

Colbert: The i\orth l~oreans are lool:ing for indications that they can create nnother 
Vietnam type to.entAllt~· in this country. Therefore to disabuse thl:'m of this 
it is lmportnnt to hove the right kinds of cxprc.ssl.ons of support fl·om the 
media and opinion ~~akers . 

Kissinger: ;/hat ahout resurrecting the II-52 exercise? The State Departnent hereby 
wlthdrn'h'S Its objt:!etions to it. This is now_ the best time in the 110rld 
·to run it. 

Eabtb: lt \Jas a training exercls.c . 

•\bror.10wi tz: .:ould It scare the Americans or the koreans? 

Cleysteen: There Is another exercise planned, 

Kissint;cr: but everybody alrcndy !mows about that one. 

Clements: Is lt true that in t:he exercise we woulu fly the b-52s over i'ot·ea c.nd 
them go back7 

llolloway: Yes. 

Kissinger: liow long \IOuld lt take? 

Smith: ile could get It going In 72 hours - possibly less. 

l:iss lnger: !'he qulc!··cr the lle>ttcr. 
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Mr. Clements: Do we wish to drop live bombs? 

Secretary Kissinger: If that is part of the program, do it. If not 
then don't do it. 

Mr. Clements: Well let me play Devil ' s Advocate . 
bombs? 

· Secretary Kissinger: If it is part of the plan do it. 

Mr. Clements: I can make it part of the plan. 

' Mr. Abramowitz: Jl-- ~· .... ~ would be well below nightmare 
range and they were not scheduled to drop live ordinance. 

M r . Habib: Those plane swill come within easy range of North Korea. 
Distances there are close. 

Secretary Kissinger: OK . That will be a good lesson for them. 

What I would like to do now is to go over possible courses of actions 
and meet again tomorrow at 8:00am to discuss them. The President wants 
to explore the possibility of taking one military step. What can we do? 
You may wish to think about it over._.night~ Whatever we do must be 
c ommensurate. 

Adm. Holloway: There are several possibilities ,we could lay mines, 
we could seize a North I<orean flag vessel or a fishing boat. But seizing 
a fishing boat might be beneath our dignity. The North Koreans have 
34 commercial flag vessels. None of them are in our ports or allied ports. 
We have only been able to locate 9 of them so the remainderare probably 
in North Korean waters . . 

_...&..-~ 

There is also the possibility of a combined with the South Korean's. 
It would take a minimum of four days to set this up. We could also send 
in a carrier taslc:: group. The Midway could be there between 48-72 hours . 
It is in Yakuska now. They could have a missile-shoot off the coast. 

Secretary Kissinger: I like the idea of cutting the tree down. We should 
generate our forces first and then cut it down. We should also go on a 
higher alert. Let ' s put our forces on deffcon 3 tonight and get a plan 
for cutting down the t rcc from Stillwell. (to Adm. Holloway) Can r o u 
start gca ring up the B - 52 run? 

Adm. Hplloway: Yes. 

_...,.. ,..'""" ·~"'"!' .. w•su: -~ *'··''·"'~ •• 1. • .....,.qu;;p;ei'@'f44"'4:'1Cf.' ., ... ~.,,=¥~· tN;.acc:uc:w.p;:pa_J £WWER•a:•=e-•w .. O<SC.f4?-•¥n;:.:A ii+)l!i'ltP•.>' • 



~ ..... '·'' 

... g;sGRET 

Secretary I<issj':?ger: We need to know what forces Stilwell needs to 
cut the tree down? 

Adm. HoJlow<:Y.:_ There are two difficult decisions before us. 
1) At what point do we stop putting in reinforcements. In the past 
when we have 1noved in men they have acted reciprocally and vice versa. 
At what point would we stop. The next question is the use of firearms. 
In this recent incident both sides '\.'!.Lith firearms that were not used. 

·t..e:...{ 
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Klsslnt,:ers I! I hnd bc<'n one o! those ucn oncl 11as teln;; beaten to death, I \.JOUld 
hnve used n f l rcnnn. 

Unhlbt They were ottncked from behind and had no chonco, 

!lo 11o1~ny ::.'o!';t of these t.•en 11cc '/ll'tnntn vctrnns. 111c::,· 11c·r<.o tought there: to d lc b<:forc· 
~lolatinr. the rules of cne<~:.;c! :::mt . 
! 

llnh l h : ~t l lh1cll knows thn estllil."lted forces and thnt 1;c cnn 't l:lOVC r.;cn t~lt:;nt:t 
vlolAtln, .. U!C r.r::n·c::::r.t . ·c t!acrc \.'ll!.. ,, rt.:;:tt t:.••rc \mule! U(' " ll(:cd for 
re tnforcc~lCnts fron outside of tile zone , 

liyland: Should ''a rc lnfo!"ce that co:::p:my? 

iaabih : 'i1\c Korco.ns arc the 11:<1in force in the Lone , Stillwell will have to tell us 
~. (.)~ .• (..!. .,1 ~. 

! 
Klssln:;c1· : .. 110 consults 11ith the :>out:h i oreans. 

' 

iiabJ\J : St: lllwull 

Hylandt !{c need to send a I•ICssage to ~tlll\lell telllna him 11ot to go 11head 1.;lth the 
letter and to. prcpore a plan for cut\:lna di.'O!\ the tree , 

11 blht Th~ troops could be prc;x>sitloned nnd he could brln~ thel!l up the road r.nd 
have them uov<.o in as he rcquir<:s thc1a. 

J.<lsst nger: It ~1111 be t:sc!ul for us to scnerate enot:S!! Act 1 vlty so t!:nt t:hc .orth 
J.:orca:'IS begin to 'lo.'Ondcr \:hnt those craz~· r'.:;crlc.en hastnrcls c.rc doir.g 
or are capab le or doi::g i n tl:is (•lcctlon YHlt· . 

N>ro~\Owltz: He should consl<ler puttin.:; nore l:S forces irto i:orcn , 

:::tsslnf;er : That might b<> dcslrcnble , 

i 
hab i b: There is also the q\lestlon of thc ;:ortlmest Islnnd~ Tho:,.r are hl!;h ly 

vulnerable , 

' 
j,fsslnger; iiow about our forces , St:ould th<1>y go on '"lcrt tonlzht , ,.c should n lf;o 

Smoth 1 

get thot trnlnlng exercise laid on. I woulc! like Cor to1:.orrow r.oorrdns to 
have a lisL o! l!> forces 1:i1ich could l•e 1 . .ovc.cl luto :.orca , .:c; should 
consider r.10\'h13 .1' -ll ls ami f -4s in. '.(hen on fricl<~Y 1.10rnin:; \:e ca1-. 
~10ve to cut that tree , 

l'erhaps we should decide nou to UIOVC the f-los and decide on the F-l lls 
tolliO rrou, 

can do i t from scrolltch in t\lelvc hours, 

n .. ,bib t j have to consult ,..1\:h the Joranese . 

Kissi o · !lcll then clo it, Get the procc,ss stnrted , 
. I 
Ahrobo\dt~: To temporarily MOVe our oircraft does not require us to consult wlt!t the 

I Japanese , 

llablb: ile' do ha\'e to ~e them 

l;lsslnger: \~ould like to eet a worl:ing group st>~rte>d , ,hll will j(ou set one upZ 

ilnbih: Yes \le will nl'ed representntlv<-s fro;t Stntc , vcfcn!'t> , JCS :md the C , , 

1-1 ss l n;o~ : ilho will ln!orm I'nrk? 

I 
... .. .... ~·~·--......... __ "'"'"1--.. ·-~ ..... --.... --...,~----------..... --~ ~.--.., -- rr 4 Gif4 ¥Cop; Cf.(S t.4 R ,_ .-~.,...lJ'r" 
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'~tcystecn: A lot of this will soon becone public knowledge. 

Klsslnt;crt Yes. 1·:c have to decide on press t:uldance. It should be low key • .;e cnn 
admit to :;oin<; onto a:.~rc..;,; 3 llocause of the prcwcdltated tiltardcrs. 

Clctucnts 1 iJo vc have to not l!y the l.,, 

llololbt ;;o. ;~e have gone to lJZFCQ., 3 before wlthout notlfyln~ thcr.1 .. 

Sl:I llillill:£ 
i!ollollay: Stllh:cll ~~ tal~es his orders from the JCS not the 1..;·~ . 

llablbt I think there 1s a p~:~ocedure for the JCS to inform the ~.o;.; 

l'i ssln$er: For torDrro11' s tacet ing there should be a chart prepared of whut cvery!.Jody 
has to do. 

Abror.lO\·Tl tr.' tvhat about the i~ar i'O"~o-ers Act? 
plan 

t:lss lnser: TI1at ls a valid point. The::re should be one centrel :p:::tlll:: for consulting !.'lth 
Congress. 

ilollol.'ay: ,;e lllll look at it. I have lt rl&ht here . 

ilablb: Your lawyers and our lAW"JCrs can Stl:dy it . 

J;lsslngcr: i>y early this even lug 11e should have 
1. rihat \o.'C want to do about the \iar l'owers i.ct 
2. 1-'ress Guic!ances - "we are taking these precaut lonar~· 

moves hecause of the prer.~oditatod l:,urder of , •:cric<ln 
soldiers which raised the quest ion of l."hat tht? ,.orth l:ort:ans 
might be up to. 

3. Consultations 1~iti1 :l<cl:B South 1\orea, J a pc.n xJit!x&hx 

~rOI!JOWitz : \,'hat abo\tt the I\orth r.orean allles1 

Kissinger: I c.rn seeing the Chinese at 5:.00 

Nab lb: Tho ::orth Koreans have already como out with their version of the story , They have 
not agreed to a r..octing tonight , :ventually they must co1.:C to a ~;eet1 n~ , 

bt:lilOfii: 
llylanci: The proposed statement is not very strong, 

:lab!'b: Stillwell must be told not to subr.~it a letter at the meeting 

Jttaaingcrz For the t:OO t;~Cetlnc toutorrow I want a spread sheet , ;\c should also alet the 
task force to the, pos.s i bIll ty th"Y r.:ay lil11l:fX neeci to r.10ve , lor.orroiJ we can 
concentrAte on fel-iic"-ti.l ngs , 

1. Addiditional r.1llltary doployJilCnts to :-:Oren 
S...:L.. l'osslble r,lplor.•atic actions . .. ho we shoulci notify tmd brief , 
.;; • .;J. ... ~wt military action 11e l<light take 

4. Congressional activity 

The J:leel:ing ended at 4:43pm 

........ 
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0061 BRIEFING FOR 
18 AUGUST \'/SAG MEETING 

NORTH KOREA 

I. we are virtually certain that the violent incident 

in the Joint Security Area this morning was a de-

liberate provocation. We believe it was primarily 

intended to agitate American public opinion over the 

issue of our troops in Korea in the context of the 

US election campaign. 

II. Since early this spring, North Korean propaganda 

has charged almost daily that the US is introducing 

new \veapons into the South, conducting provocative 
. . 

military exercises, and keeping South Korean armed 

forces on a war footing~ 

Pyongyang has warned that these developments 

have created a "grave situation" in which war 

may break out at any time. 

On August 5 -- only a fe\v hours after an ex-

change of fire between ROI< and North Korean 

troops on the DMZ -- North Korea, in an un-

usually high level statement, alleged that 

DECLASSIFIED 

AUTHORITY &4c lt•6 -ew 1/~/1?1 •. : . 
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the US and South Korea have now "completed" 

war preparations. The stutement was the 

first issued at this level since 1969 that 

was directed specifically at US actions in 

the South. 

III. North Ko~ea's efforts have most recently been 

focused on the Non-Aligned Conference in Colombo, 

now dravling to a close. 
'1,' . 

Their efforts in Colombo, in turn, were in-

tended to affect favorably their prospects 

in the UN General Assembly debate. A reso-

lution has nmv been introduced that once 

again calls for American \vi thdrawal from 

Korea. 

IV. While the North Koreans have made gains in the in-

ternational forum, their propaganda efforts have 

won them little or no return in the American po-

litical forum. They may nmv be raising the ante 

in hopes of stimulating American opposition to 

a contiriued US troop presence. This morning's 

incident seemed deliberately intended to produce 

American casualties. 

2 -
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1The Joint Security Area is one of the very 

few places \'lhere North Koreans have direct, 

continuing contact with US military personnel. 

In June, there were several similar inci-

dents in which US forces in the Joint Security 

Area were harassed by North Korean personnel. 

No casual ties resulted, hm<1ever. 

According to the account of today's incident 
\' 

issued in Seoul, a North Korean officer at 

the scene was heard to tell his troops to 

kill the UNC (i.e., US) personnel. 

A North Korean radiobroadcast shortly after 

the incident occurred described it as a US 

provocation that forced North Korean security 

personnel to take defensive measures. The 

broadcast wa~ned ~hat future incidents of 

US aggression would be met in this fashion, 

but otherwise signaled no major change in 

Pyongyang's policy. 

V. North Korea's next moves will undoubtedly be 

conditioned by the Ame.rican reaction. 

Should the response to this probe lead them 

to believe that they can play effectively 

on American sensitivities by further con-

- 3 -
S:OCRE~ ~ 



trolled acts of violence, we would expect them 

to pursue this course. 

VI. But \'le believe that their principal immediate ob-

jective is to improve upon their 1975 success in 

the General Assembly •. Accordingly, we believe that 

they are extremely unlikely to embark upon a course 

that would run the risk of major US reprisals 

or portraying North ~orea as significantly raising 
\' . 

the threat of instability on the peninsula. 

- 4 -
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INR AFTERNOOL'-J SUN.iiARY August 18, 1976 

SPECT.AL ANALYSIS 

Pvoucyang Is P_o_;:;s:i ble r-~Qj:i ves in th~ 
m.1z Incident 

~e still do not have the full details of the incide~ts 
in which hiO OS officers were ldllec .in the raz-.... lTli .. mjom Joint 
Security Area and thus wo cannot rule out tbe possibility 
that tbe fighting resulted spontaneously from 1.:nplanne.:": 
remarks and actions by people on both sides. On balance, 
hmorever, it seems tl..kely that the North I·~ore~:ns dclibt2r:'itc.:lv 
provokec~ the fighting, ,.,hich follm,rs a number of seemingl1' • 
related events. 

--on August 5, North and South ' Korean forces exchanged 
gunfire across the D~Z. 

--On the same day, Pyongyang i5sued a Government State­
ment accusing "the US and the ROl\ of having "comple"':.ed'' 
war preparations. (The DPRK has issued a Govern~ent 
Statem.ent protesting US actions on only tvm t?rcvious 
occasions--follov:ing the 1968 scizuro of the u:;s .?s_.:2i:l,.2 
and the 1~69 downing of a US reconnaissance aircra~t. J 

--On Augu::>t 15, according to Belgrade Radio, Kiu-\ Il-sung 
wired President Tito that he could not atte~d t~s 
Non-Aligned Conference in Colombo because of the 
"deteriorated situation on the' Korean border." 

So far, Pyongyang's state.ments on the latest incident 
offer only the pr ·~dictable explanation that 1'our secu::-it:r 
personnel were compelled to take a step in self-defense." 
We can only speculate on North, !\orea 's mo~.:ivies (we ~~-·---= no 
information from( - lCIA). Some plausible explanations 
are that Kim is: 

I 
J: 
! 
! 

t 
I: 
r 
I 
' J __ _ 

--Laying the ground work for military action such as 
ccnunando raids or an attack on the Nort.h':!;est Isla:r.ds. 
Kim might judge such heightened military activi~y 
dur.ing an election year .would help t~rive a ucdge o~tw2-::n t .-, ­
us and ROiC. ~\le are inclined to doubt this possibility, 
but it cannot be dismissed. 

--Attempting to strengthe-n No:cth Ko~ea 1 s internatic:.al 
position, particularly in the Third Worl~ . O~ly 23 
nations have so far co-sponsor~d this year's North 
Korean resolution in the UN, compared with 43 last .­
·year, and Kim might judgG that tensions .;;lor~g the onz 
'lt.rould garner greater support for Pyonqyc;ng' s effo.rt.s 
both in the UN and at the conference new un~er way i~ 
Colombo. 

'l'OP SBCRET/EXDIS/CODEv~ORQ 
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--Seeking to deal with internal preble~~ including 
recently apparent difficulties in dealing wi~h 
factional p=oblcms in North K6rea•s armed forces. 
Kim may !1a\·e· incre3sed the tension on tbE :J~:z to 
provide both an excuse for his non-attendance at 
Colombo and a rationale for recent a~d perhaps 
contawplated changes in domestic polir:::y and leader­
ship shake-ups. 

In any case, if Pyongy.J.ng deliberately prcvok13d th~ 
incident, it pr6bably acted for more than one rea~on. A~ 
a rn~nunum, I\im may intend to indicate to America:1s ti·le r i sks 
continuing US involvement in Korea entail. 
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U.S.-KOREA LEAD 
BY BARRY SCHWEID 
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WASHINGTON CAP) --THE UNITED STATES CONDEMNED AS AN UNPROVOKED ''ACT 

OF AGGRESSION'' THE SLAYING OF TWO U.S. ARMY OFFICERS PY NORTH KOPEAN 
GUARDS TODAY IN KOREA'S NEUTRAL ZONE. 0 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT ISSUED A FORMAL STATEMENT SAYING THAT NOPTH 
OREA MUST BEAR ''FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE CONSEQUENCFS OF ITS 

BP.UTAL ACTION.'' 
IT ALSO SAID THAT THE VIOLENCE WAS A COWARDLY ACT OF MURDER THAT 

CANNOT BE TOLERATED. 
EARLIER, BOTH PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY A. 

KISSINGER SAID THE SLAYING WAS UNPROVOKED MURDER. 
U.S. OFFICIALS REFUSED TO SAY WHAT STEPS, IF ANY, WERE UNDER 

CONSIDERATION AS POSSIBLE RETALIATION FOR THE SLAYING. 
A HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT SECURITY GPOUP PLANNED TO DISCUSS THF. 

INc15ENT. i=iOt PENTAGON OFFICIALS brscouNftb 1IH~ Pusst8IL ITY or ANY 
J. S. MILITAPY FESPONSE. 

- siNCE THE 1953 KOREAN ARMISTICE, 47 AMERICANS AND MOPE THAN 1,000 
SOUTH KOREANS HAVE PEEN KILLED ALONG THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, BUT THE 
SLA YING OF THE TWO ARMY OFFICERS WAS THE FIRST IN THE U.N. COMMAND 
\ ILLAGE AT PANMUNJOM ITSELF. 

''THIS BRUTAL BEHAVIOR BY THE NORTH KOREAN REGIME TELLS US SOMETHING 
OF ITS TRUE NATURE,'' THE STATE DEPARTMENT SAID. 

IT ''DEMONSTRATES THE HOLLOWNESS OF NORTH KOREA'S ALLEGED DESIPE FOR 
PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE DIFFERENCES THAT EXIST BETWEEN IT AND 

SOUTH KOREA,'' IT ADDED. 
SPOKESMAN FREDERICK Z. BROWN SAID THE NOPTH KOREANS POSSIBLY WERE 

INTERESTED IN RAISING TENSIONS TO PROVE THEIR CLAIM THAT THERE IS A 
ANGER OF WAR ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA. HE ALSO SAID THE INCIDENT MAY 

BE LINKED TO NORTH KOREA'S CRITICISM OF THE UNITED STATES AT A SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED NATIONS IN SRI LANKA. 

''THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE FALSELY CHARGED THAT THE PERSONNEL OF THE 
UN ITED NATIONS COMMAND FIRST ASSAULTED NORTH KOREAN GUAPDS,'' THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT SAID .. ''THIS IS A LIE AND A FLAGRA.NT ATTEMPT TO 0 
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KUClX lU~O~J lv~vnln~~l . -
LEAD OFFICERS ~ 

SEOUL , A~G 18, REUTER- TWO U.S. ARMY OFFICERS WERE -, ~~ 
KILLED TODAY ~HlN A50UT 30 ~ORTH KOREAN GUARDS ATTACKED THEM 
WIT~ AXES A~J METAL PIKES IN THE aoRDER AREA BETWEEN NORTH AND 

SOUTH KOREA, THE UNITED NATIO~S COMMAND A~NOUNCED. 
FIVE SOUTH KOREANS ANJ FOUR AMERICA~ SOLJIERS WERE INJURED 

IN THE ATTACK AT THE ao~DER AR~ISTICE VILLAGE OF PAN~UNJ~M, THE 
u. ~ . -LEJ COMI1ANJ SAID. 

IT SAID THE ATTACK ~AS UNPROVOKED AND OCCURRED AS THE 
OFFICERS, WITH OTHER AMERICAN AND SOUTH KOR£AN SOLDIER~ , WERE 
ESOJRTI:m A U.N. WORK PARTY . 

A 50UT H KOREAN SPOKESi'1AN SAID HIS GOVER i.'J.'1E NT WAS ""OUT RAGED 
BY THE U~IMAGINA3LY ~ARdAROUS AND INHUMANE ACT OF MURDER ."" 

TH£ U. N. COMMAND CALLED FOR A ~EET ING OF THE JOINT 
~ILITARf AR~ISIICE COMMISSION AI PANMUNJO~ TOMORROW . 
i10RE 0816 
R052R I0913>2CZCRYRBYL 
LEAD OFFICERS 2 SEOUL 

THE U. N. CO~MAND WOULD NOT NAME THE MEN KILLED OR INJUR£0 
UNTIL RELATIVES HAD 5EEN INFOR~ED. 

THE WORK PARTY WAS TRIM~ING BRANCHES FROM A TREE WHEN TWO 
NJRTH KOREAN OFFICERS AND SEVERAL GUARD;:> APPEARi.D , THE U.N. 
co:~~A~ SAID . 

AFTER SOME DISCUSSION , DURING wHICH A NORTH KOREAN OFFICER 
EXPRE~SE~ NO oaJECTION TO iHE TREE-TRIMMING, THE NORTH KORiANS 
SU.OD i.NLY DEMANDEiJ THAT TriE WORK BE STOPPE~ , IHE CON~AND SAID. 

SHORTLY AFTERWARDS , A NO~TH KOREAN VEHICLE BRJUGHT UP 
~D IT IO:JAL GU Af\JS AND THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER WAS HEARD TO 
TELL THE~ " "TO KILL"" THE U.~. PERSONNEL. THE FIGHT FOLLOWED . 
:10RE 082 1 
R083R I0967CZCRYRZYR 
LEAD OFFICERS 3 SEOUL 

TH£ SOUTH KOR~A~ SPOKESMAN SAID IN HIS STATEMENT THAT 
""WE ~ILL di WATCHING DEVELOPMENTS WITH GRAVE CONCERN AS THIS 
ATROCIOUS PROVOCATION CAME AT A TIYJE ~HEN T~E NORTH KORiANS 

WERE FA5RICATING AND SPREADING GROUNDLESS RUMO~S OF NORTHWARD 
AGGRESSION . 

""THIS INCIDENT SHOWS TO THE WORLD THAT THE NORTH KOR~ANS 
AR£ ACTING BEYOND REASON TO PROVOKE SOUTHWARD AGGRESSION AND 
TriAT THEY ARE dRUTAL BANDITS."" 

0~ JUNE 30 LAST YEAR , U.S. ARMY ~AJOR WILLIAM HENDERSON 
WAS KICKED AND KNOCKED DOWN TO THE GROUND AT PANMUNJOM Bf 
~RTH KOREAN ~EWSMEN AND GUARJ~. 

MAJOR HENDER~ON WAS EVACUATED TO WALTER REED HOSPITAL IN 
WASHHJGTON THE FOLLOW ING DAY WITH A FRACTURED LARYNX. 
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3 ., ._ E T I N 

c·g 19 td_TG 51 ATEi•1E~1 T CN Di•1Z Ir\ CIDENT 

' 1~11 ~3 PYC t·!GYANG K.N C ~ H: Et~GLISH 1119 GMT 19 'UG 76 

(TI:'XT > PYC~·'GYt.t,!G At.:Gl'ST 19 <KCN.o.> --THE KCRErN CEtnR ~L 

' FlJIS ~GE"SY ~JtS P.UTI-fOR IZED TO MP.KE P'..!B L IC r ST TEMENT OtJ 

·y~ 'JST 1 <? . 

TUE STPTEME~T READ S AS FC~_CWS: 

115 'L~Et-DY REPORT ED, TJJE !J .S. IMPERI '_ IST :GGRESSORS 
':i'J 1••p.·~ !JJllD TC ST RT ~ EW Wf·R OF CGGRESSIO N H~ KOREA 
~,.,, MITTED GRt'\'E P:\OVOCATIO~~ t.S I:'ST OUR SIDE H~ THE 
,, -I"'T SEC '.!~IT Y d~E~ OF P6 ft1t' JO~i O!J tUG UST t8 • 

. aR " !J~'D 10 uo uR s 45 tr:INI'TES O~! THE rrlcR~HNG OF .UGUST 
13 , !WE U. S . JMPE.P.IA_ IS'I 'GGRESSCRS SUJDENL Y DROVE 
r JT 15 B~NDITS CARRYI~G ~YES ~No ~ ETHAL WE APONS TC FEL­
~ -oE~ or R~ DOM IM THE JCl ~~ SEC URIT Y rREA . 

"'HE TOE£ '.~AS P ... At!T ED P.t-!0 TEtWED WITH MUCH C RE BY OUR 
SI~E FOR r LO~G TIME . 

s=:EH'G TUE r eT OF Tt(E E ~ EMY , 4 SECURITY PERSCtH~EL 
~ 1R SlDE WE~·!T TO TI-'E SPOT MD REPE~.T EDI_Y TO LD I HE E1HW 
"!'lH"' T4E T?. EE MUST 'OT BE FE:..I ED PRBITRARI ~ Y ',t,I I THOUT 
~ PR!Cq CO~SULTATIO~ WITH OUR SIDE AS THE TREE IS CONTRO LL ED 
3 Y r UR S ! D E. 

THE E ~~ FtrlY 'A'l1C C ~ ME OUT v! ITH THE t:IM OF CCNftaTT H:G 
' PRO VO C ATIO ~ FR OM T~E OUTSET , F AR Fqc~ COMP YING WITH 
TUE J UST DEM~ND OF OUR SIDE , COMMI TTED THE UNBEAR~BLE 
p,H~~l_'!'Ir·'G ~CT OF HUR 1 Ir!G Ir!VECT I VES P~m SPITTING A! 1HE 
ST::CIJ~ ITY PER SO ~-'t·!E~ 0 F 0 !.!R S TD E, CO U:H Ir!G 0 t~ HIS 
~~r~RTCAL SUPEq!ORITY , t ~D COLL ECTIVE_Y PO U~CED UPON T 
· ·sr "''D BE"T SEC '.'R ITY PEHSCN :! EL oF cuP. SIDE, r. ND 
I~JURE~ THE~ BY THRCWl~S ~ N AXE. 



... uys cRITICAL SITt!~TIOr~ cb~1PE~' ED lHE SECtJR1 1 v 
PE~S':'~'t·~E~ Or OUR SID ~· TO T~.Y.E ~ STEP H~ SELF - Of: . _ i~CE . 

THE SECL1RITY PERSONNE~ Or Ol'R SIDE PUT UP DEtT~ -
DSFYJ~3 qESISTQNCE AGAI~ST TUE ENE~Y , THROWI ~G B~CK lHE 
AXE ~~RLED BY THE E~EMY . 

~uE~ TU!~~s DEVE-OPED I~ TPIS W~Y , THE E~lMY ~EI~FORCED 
uyg r~~CE WIT~ ~ORE TH AN 30 ~OOLIG~HS HE HAD YEPT 
'•!tiT!·'~ 1~ 1')\'P.~~ CE . 

!'~ TUJS t;.!ClDE~~T PROVOKED BY THE Et~EMY 5 
S~ClJ?.'!'TY PER.SO~'i!EL Cr Cl!R SIDE '4'ERE INOUN:JED HEP.VILY 
~o I~HT_Y . 

-rurs IS ruE TRL'TH Or THE I"CIDENT . THIS 
'1""''-"!T~ST~.rmn~s , NC'II THE U. S. H:PERI~!...ISTS "NO THEIR 
. C EYS !,OE DISTORTH!G THE FP.CT :o fr,~KE IT tPPE~R !lS IF 
,.. 'q SIDE Cl-'liSED TJJE !NCIDEN1 , C RR YilJG AXES. EUT , THIS 
,.., '·1 FCC'' !1Q ONE. THE t.XE USEi) SY THE E~;Er"JY WHEN A 
l;'q E E- F 0?. - P. _ L T 0 0 Y. P L f C E I S N 0 W I ·' 0 UR H A tm S • IT I S 
~~ ~XE 01' PUSTRI~N MAKE USED IN THE U. S . AR~Y UNITS . 

THS ~TTEMPT OF TPE U. S. IMPERI~LIST AGGRESSORS TO 
34I~T T!-IE F;·ESPOt·'SIBILITY 0~1 TO GI.'R SIDE ~FT!:R OPEr·!LY 
COi.~TTTI~''? t PROVC'Cf';TlOt~ H' THE JOIET SECURITY IRE!! 
T',t 8R~;.D ') •y1 IGHT , SELF -EXPOSES T H~T THEY ~o.D PLOTTED 
-HIS P1CJi)£:!T HI ' PL~.i~t~ED Mnf\n:ER TO FIND A 
P0 E~~XT FOR STARTU.!G A ~!P.R . 

tS u~s ~~READ Y BEEN ASCERTti\ED , THIS IS CRYSTPL 
c· E~° FP.O!'f; THE FtCT TJ.fAT WHI' E T~IS WCIDErH Wt.S 
r··tp!-:; P:...tCE, THE .t' SSIST A~!l SECURITY OFFICER OF THE 
" .S • . q:uw , T~S L.s. DUTY CFFICER ~~~D t. C .t PTAir~ Or THE 
s~··.,.H :tOP.C:tt: PUPPET AR~lY C!RECT Y CO~MAlmED IT , WATCHH~G 
-4E c~E''E Cit,! urLL ~:c . 3 OPPOSITE pe 'f'IUi~JOf"l, HtVING 
t "D~ E'.,E!' P:tE.Pt-Rt'TIONS FOR P~OTOGi1LIP}JH! G IT , "ND ~~ORE 
~ ..... , 10~ HEAVILY f'.Rft'!E.i) MILITPRY PERSONNEL WERE 1/J ;o. ITING 

P! '!'HREE PH'C S 9EHIND THEM . 

fUliT T~E ''.S . ItviPEP.IPLISTS PROVQilED THE HJCIDENT 
""D?:R " pqEf'ED IT J. T£0 PL ~~-~ ~JAS !Vit-.DE PLP.IN WHEN 
::; CH 4I2HEST "THORITIES OF THE m:IT::D ST~_T ES cs FORD 

"D tt!SSit-~GER ~S WE~ ... t:S THE SOUTH ~vRE~~~ PttPPET CL!Ql!E 
.,,E~".: ... _ ~108ILIZE.D , AS SOON ~S TUEY BEGA ~ THE PROVGC~T IVE. 
~cT , 1'1 R"ISINS 1\T f-. Tl iv.E r ~PRGE - SCr!..E C~~. ~iOUR 
lf"R' I''~ GRCU"D~E.SS S~.J~·!DER S trW Cf' 1 U~'i:JIES AG~H! ST 
... "P. S T D E , S E H M-1 1 !L T I MAT U ~~- STY 1 E ~W T I C E T 0 0 UR S IDE 
~D IS3UED t~ "ORDER OF E~ERGE CY ~L ERT " TO THE U. S. 

~CIRCES CCCUPYH'G SCL'Tl-' YOREA . 

<MORE> 
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· <KOREAN INCIDENT> 
KANSAS CITY CUP!) -- PRFSIDENT FORD TODAY CONDE~~~D AS VISCIOUS 

"'1URD;:R THE A X KILLINGS OF T\110 U.S. A P"1Y OFF!Cl':RS BY NO~TH KOREA AND 
~IO THE CO~~UNIST NOPT~ KORFANS Will HAVE TO TAKE THE CONSEaU!NCFS. 

"TH'l!: PR~SIO~~T CON~E"1"1S THE \f!SCIOUS AND liNPPOVOKED "'1URDER OF TWO 
A"1ERICAN OFFICIERS LAST NIGHT IN THE DE~!LTT~RIZED ZON~ NEAR P~N ~OON 

JONG IN KOREA," PRESID~NTIAL PRESS SrCRETARY ~ON NESSEN TOLD 
REPORTERS. 

"TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR T~~ CONSFgUENCES OF THESE MURDEPS RESTS 
WITH THE NORTH KOREAN GOV!RN~FNT," U[ SAID. 

"THESE OFFICERS \IIER~ PEACE'Ft'LLY ~UP!PV!SING A \'OPK DETAIL IN THE 
NEUTRAL ZONE \IIHEN THEY ~!qr SUBJECTED TO A BRUTAL AND COWARDLY oTTACY. 
TOTf\lL Y WIT HOOT W~RNING," NESSEN SAID. 

HE S~ID THE UNITED ST\ATtS WAS CALLING A ~F.ET!NG OF' THE "1Il!TARY 
AR~ISTICE CO~~ISSION IN AN MOON JONG ON THE MATTER. 

LIP! 08-18 12:47 PED 
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FOR IM.M.EDlA TE REL.tASE AUGUST 18, 1976 
I 

I 

Office of ihe White Hour;e Pr-ess SecretAry 
(Ka rJ.B a 8 Ci~, Mj s flOUl"l) . . 

•r~•~---~·~~••••••~--~-·-··~--•-•~~~-••r•w~••••~--••••-••~••r•••••••~~---• 

THE \'fHIT!!? HO lJSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY 

The President condemns L'le vidouG and unproYoked murder o! two 
Amer-icf..tl officers laat night in the dem.Uita.Tbed S!·On.e near Panmu.njon 
in Kotea. 

The&e officers wc:n~ peacefully su~J:\-riei.ng e woTk detail Sn the neutl:'al 
~IDne when. they were cubje.cted to a brutal cs..nd cowardly rdtack totally 
wit.bout warnillg. 

Tot.al rea;ponaibility for the cons~qu.encee oi tho.Ge rnu.r.cle,.~ Yeets with 
the North Xo~ean Gove~nment. 
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l'OfLsEGI~T /EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 

August 18, 1976 
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TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT 

FROM: W. G. Hyland 

Held 45 minute WSAG this afternoon with HAK in chair. Attached 

is a shopping list of things that are being done or could be done 

tomorrow. General feeling of the group was first, to put forces in Korea 

on the alert, second, to return to area of incident and chop down the 

goddamned tree; third, move F-4s tonight; and fourth, examine whether 

to move some F-Ills tomorrow and a carrier task force. 

There was a very hesitant discussion about actual military action 

as you guessed. WSAG will reconvene at 8:00 tomorrow morning to look 

into what punitive measures we might undertake. Holloway, sitting 

in for Brown, discussed seizing ships and patrol craft, etc. I talked 

to HAK about an option in which we would launch very limited air 

strike in the eastern end of the DMZ, where it would be unexpected 

and where it would not necessarily touch off something we couldn't 

handle. He seemed somewhat taken with the idea. 

Finally, we are going to get out some low key press guidance which 

I will send to you as soon as it is available because alerting forces and 

moving F-4s will become public this evening. 



• 

Actions: 

1. Put·forces in Korea on DEFCON 3 tonight. 

2. Move squadron of F-4s tonight from Japan to South Korea. 

3. Alert F-Ills for possible movement. 

4. Alert carrier task force (MIDWAY) for possible movement 

(no discussion of where -- Sea of Japan?) 

5. Make preparations for launching B-52 bombing exercise, 

in South Korea (72 hours?) 

6. Prepare for tonight press guidance: low key --''given nature 

of premeditated murder certain precautionary moves being undertaken. 11 

7. Examine question of War Powers notification. 

8. Initiate consultations: with Japan; with South ~orea. 

9. Modify US statement to be made "in MAC (already done?) 

(Use State language.) 

10. Hold ·in abeyance Stillwell letter to Kim ll Sung. 

* * * * 
For Tomorrow Morning WSAG: 
• 

1. What additional deployments could be made to South Korea? 

2. What military actions (punitive) could be undertaken? 

3. What further diplomatic actions - US, Russians, Chinese, etc. 

could or should be undertaken? 

.. 
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4. Plan for handling Congressional consultations, etc. 

5. Ask Stillwell for scenario to cut down tree in Joint Security 

Area tomorrow night (our time). 

'J:0P SliCCP ET 
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