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JCS ASSESSMENT

1. In accordance with SecState guidance, we have cramined
the desirability of directing US/RCK artillery fire against
the URA MAC security force barracks coincident with H-ﬁour
(cutting down the tree), and the JCS are forced to recommend
against the use of artilléry firec in connection with H-Hour
in the strongest terms for the following reasons:

a. At H-Hour, the tree cutting detail and their 60 3
defenders will ke fully exposcd and absolutely vulnerable
to NXA retaliatory artillery fire directed in rezction to
the US initiated fire attack on the barracks, :
b. A US/ROK artillery attack directed against the barracks
in reaction to NK& initiated artillery fire, would appear to
serve no useful purpose, as the barracks would probably not
ba occupied under these conditions. The commander's proposal
to have US/ROX artillery as backup during H-lour operations
for counter-battery fire, is more militarily sound, aad
would accomplish the same end objectives. If an extensive
exchangs of artillery were to occur, the MAC security force
( barracks could be included among the counter-battery
targets, but it would apwear that the significance of this
targeting would be lost in the overall exchange of firc and
resultant damage. )
2. Therefore the JCS do not support the US/ROK command
initiating artillery fire against the barracks either separately
or in conjunction with H-Lour, becouse of the gross superiority
of ¥R artillery, and the exposed position of the US/ROK
ground forces engaged in the tree felling. The JCS do agree
with CINCUNC's proposal to alert artillery for support, if
necessary, of the ground forces, including counter battery
fire. j

3. As an alternative to the US/ROK initiation of artillery |
fire across the DMZ in retaliation for the murder of the
two UEA officers, the JCS arc developing a2 range of alternative
options which would use precision guided air munitions,
surface~-tc-surface missiles, and unconventional warfare (SEAL)
teams to destroy MNorth Xoresn installations of militery or
infrastructure significance. These plans are under develop-
rent and are conceived as follow-on cfforts to the tree
felling action depending upon the post H-lour develqgmg§g§§
s s
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1. 1In response to SECSTATE qucrf, the Jcérﬁave investigated
the requirements for and d@sirabiiity ofldestroyinq the
"bridge of no return." :

2. This could be dome by artillery fire, demolition charges,
or air delivered precision guided munitions.

a. Artillery fire would be most straightforwaxd: but

would invite counterbattery fire.

- Deﬁolition charges could be placed in a vehicle which
would then be driven on to the bridge and the charges detonatad
after crew haé retired to safe distance. Such actiom could
result in crew drawing hostile fire or being blown up in truck.

¢. Laser guided Sﬁmbs or WALLEYE weapons could be used
on the bridge. Laser designation could be agcomplished from
local ground position. Precision guided munitions
could be released without aircraft crossing DMZ, but aircraft
would be in,NKA'SAM envelope. Disadvantages of this approach
would be if precision guided munition did not guide on first
run (.5 to .8 reliability could be cxpected), bomb would be
ocut of control, miss target and coulé damage non~NKA

*

installations and cause casualties to friendly personnel zs

well as requiring reattack.

2. The JCS recommend in strongest teyms that none of the
foregoing methods be used to destroy the "bridge of no retura”

in conjunction with H-hour as it would most prqpably pre-

% ' o~ =
cipitate a fire attack Zrom the NXA on the exposed 4n6ﬁ”~g;

@ ""
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ang vulnerable tree cuitting detail and their protective

forece. Fﬁrthermore it is doubtful, in our judgment’ that ROK
}President Park would agrec to blowing the bridge in conjunction
with H-hour in view of his streng feelings against the use

14

of firearms in the treec cutting effort, and the obvious

danger to the exposed ROK forces supporting the tree detail.
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DESTRUCTICH OF KOREAN PEOPLES ARMY
BORDER GUARD BARKECK LOCATED IN JOINT SECURITY AREA

g%

-E ERAL. This concept provides for ncutralization of the
ean Peoples Army (KPR) Border Guard barracks located in
tne DMZ in the vicinity of UTM BT 937043,

l;

TARGET DESCRIPTION,

1. Following information is based on personal ohservation
of DIA analyst formerly stationed in the Republic of Korea.

2. Kaesong Arny Barracks consisting of about thirteen
buildings, lncludxng barracks, mess hall and adm*nlsuratlve
support buildings located 1.7 miles from JSA,

FORCES AVAILABLE., There is sufficient US artillery in Korea

to fire the rission. There is a 105 battery in a Su”VLJEG posi
ion on the DMZ that could fire the mission. Any other unit

mus“ displace to a new firing position with 6-3 hours reaction

tire. A minimum of threce rounds must be fired for registration.

2/3 MAYX RANGE DEFLECTION RANGE BURSTING #ROUNDS

MAaZ RANGE (data based on) ERROR ERROR RADIUS TO DESTRCS
105mm 11.5 XM 8 X 2M 14M 1L5M 100+
155mm 14.6 KM 10 XM 3M 371 25M 75

8 IN 16.8 KM 11 XM 34 234 40M 36

The most optimum artillery weapon to be employed on this mission
is the € IN HOWITZER.

CONCEPT OF OPEPATIONS. COMUSKOREA, using US resources
will attack the KPA Border Guard barrack using tube artillery
with conventional and improved conventional munitions.

""E”V FORCES. The KPA has a predominance of artillery in

AZLin LG pos*txow in the vicinity of the oo,ectlve area
nging from 90mm to 203mm (38 ;N) Estimate is at least a’
1 ratio in favor of the enemy.
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!z HMILITARY. OSERATIONS IN KOREA (S§)
: CINCUNG KOREA 191%S0Z AUG 76 (NOTALY

(Uy THIS IS AN EXECUTE MESSAGE.

(TS) FCR.CINGUNC:

YOUR PLAN OF OPERATIONS PROVIDED BY CINCUNC 191%50Z AUG 76 (MOTAL)

APPROVED FOR IMPLEMENTATION.
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N PERA?IONS TO CUT DOWN, NOT REPEAT N01 PRUNC. THE TREE WILL
-auMMINCE AT AGOUT 202200Z AUG 7b.. : ¢
b e A L o _
. CPERATIONS GUIDANCE: R s ‘ : : - |

Lh4d i

‘1) OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED GUICKLY AND AGGRESSIVELY: . !

L
LY

{2y PLAN OF OPERATIONS PROVIDED BY CINCUNC 1%1450? AUG 26 APPLIES.
;‘”O”AL or: TQO KPA INSTALLED DROP BARRIERS IS AUTHORIZCD UNLESS °UCH

O?,%OULD DEL&Y THE MISSION OR ADD TO THE RISK.

|
. (TS FOR CINCPAC.

1l ’LJ

L P?OV;DE CIhCUNC US FORCES AS NECESSARY IN SUPPORT OF

{ J

'*LULC 1I91%502 AUG 76.

§.d

S. DIRECT COMUSFK TO 'PROVIDE MAXIMUM PROTECTION TO SAC B-52 SORTIES

"2 INCLUDE CAP+ PARAGRAPH %. BELOW. 2 &
c. (TS) FOR cxncsac- | '

e CONDUCT B‘SED KOREAN TRAINING SORTIES AT THE RATE OF OhE CELL

FER DAY FOR FIVE oavs.

. MISSIONS WILL BE FLOWN AS PLANNED IN SAC lqubnoz AUG 7b, sxcsz.

‘N THE FIRST DAY. ALL RUNS WILL BE AT hEDIUM OR HIGH ALTITUDE.

. INITIAL MISSION SHOULD BE‘LAUNCHEDVSO AS TO ENSURE.CELLAKRRIVAL

AT THE IP FOR THE FIRST RUN AT 202130Z AUG 7b. RANDOM TOTS ARE

AUTHORLZED ON SUCCEEDING DAYS MISSIONS. ' |
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ALL TURKS GFF THE RDS WILL BE TO THE SOUTH AS PLANNED.
SIRECT COORDINATION WITH THE 314YAD IS AUTHORIZED.

L
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Dear Mras, Barrett:

1 was deecply saddened by the 'report of the death of your

thusband, First Lieuctenaut Mark T, Barrett, United States Army,

while serving in Korea,

In this tiue of your bereavement, no words of condolence are
really adequate, T believe you can be proud that your husband
was actively serving his country in a position of leadership
at the time of ﬁis death. He was contvibuting directly to

the cause of freedom our country represents throughout’ the

world.

¥re. Ford joins with me in sending our heartfelt gympathy in

this hour of grief,

Sincerely,

Gerald R, Ford

Mrs. Mark T. Barrett
3773-C Gilnmer Street
Colurbia, South Carolina 29207

b}
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August 18, 1976

TO: BUD MC FARLANE

FROM: JOHN MATHENY

Attached are DOD drafts of Presidential letters of condolence,
Elmer Brooks advised that after consultation with the Adjutant
General of the Army, Defense recommends similar letters

be sent to each set of survivors, i.e., different letters to
spouse and parents but similar letters for each spouse and
each set of parents. In fact, they aren't much different within
the same family -- so I have included a suggested re-draft of
the letter to the parents,



-

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

18 August 1976

HEMORANDUM FOR Assistaut to the President for
hational Security Affairs

SUBJECT: Draft Cormnunications to the tlext of Kin of Officers

Killed in Korea

Attached are draft communications to the next of kin of the

U.S. army officers who were killed in the Korean DMZ on 18
August 1976,

4s of 1730 hours on 18 August 1976, the parents of both officers
and the wife of Captsin Bonifas had been notified personally.
However, the wife of lat Lt. Barrett had not been contacted and
notified, Consequently, we recommend that communications from
the White House to lst Lt, Barrectt's family be withheld until
official notification of the spouse has been made by the Depart-

ment of the Army. We will inforn you by telephone as soon as
that has been done.

MW. = ‘ "

¥. Staser Holcomb
Rear Admiral, USN
Milicary Assistant

Attachments - 4
als
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Dear,xrs. Barrvett:

I was deceply saddencd to learn of the death of your son, First Lieuteanant

Mark T. Derratt, United States Arny.

I kaow at this tize of bercavement words alone camnnot provide solace; how-

ever, you cen be justly proud of your son's service to his country. Ke

coatriduted directly to maintsining the freedom our country supports

threughout the world,

¥rs. Ford joins with me in scnding our hearcfelt sympathy in this hour
cf grief,

Sinceraly,

Gersld R, Ford

Mve. delen Barrett
6667 Almoid Avenue
Jackssaville, Florida 32210
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situaLion RgporL as of 0700 Hours, August 19

. U.S. Military Moves

Defoon 3 has been established in the ROK and the
rder has been given for the deployment of the F-4 sguadron

"chm Kadena to South Korza (Tasyu). The ETA of the F-4's in

Korea is 0700 EDT. A warning has gone out from JCS on
preparing for theé possible movemcnt of the Midway, the

F~111's and the B~52's

North Korean Actions

Radio Pyongyang announced at 0320 that military units

"had been put on a war footing. The anouncement said that

U.S. forces in South Korea had been put on an emergency
alert and that "faced with thia reckless war clamor,"
MK military units and militia forces have been ordersd to
"enter into war posture." The announcement stated “we
will not provoke oLhexd first but we w:l] nevexr to’crste
the enemy's provoking us."

Park—qtilﬂfll Conversation

On the basis of a telecon with the Acting CJCS,
General Stilwell discusdged the Defcon 3 move and the.
P-4 deployment with President Park and Minister of Defenss
Suh hefore receiving the cabled instructions. Park termed
thc North Xorean incident "beyond human rcason" and said
that the situation was sufficiently grave to demand more
than a protest, He viewed the move to Defcon 3 and the
F-4 deployment as appropriate. Ile urged that the sitrongest
possible protest be issued, together with a demand for
reparations. At the same time he cdlled for the deliberate
development of appropriate counteraction which would not
play into North Korean hands. He saild we should teach the
North Koreans a lesson but thhout the use of arms, Parxk
questioned the value of a show of force, noting that
deployments after the Pueblo incident did not deter the
North Koreans from shooting down the EC-~121.

=

General Stilwell observed that it was esscntial to
complete the trec-pruning operation, to which Park agrecd.
Park offered RCK specialists in judo and karates to assist
in this operaticn. He suggested that we proceed deliberately

with this
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operation to eniurc we will be certain-'of the NX reaction

and do not have to usec firearms. We informed Embassy Seoul
and CINCUNC that Gencral &tilwecll should get to President
Park the information about the possible moves undexr con-
eideration (F-111, B-52's, Midway) and have been informed by
telephone that this has been done.

Discussion with GOJ

'

Embassy Tokyo informed American Affairs Director General
Yamazeki in the Foreign Officc of Defcon 3 and the move of F-1'3
from Kadena to South Korea., Yamazaki exprcssed appreciation ¢
the timely notification. He asked whether the GOJ could confi
publicly that it been informed of the ¥F~4 deployment in advans
if this move comes to public attention, We have instiructed
the Embassy to request the Japancse not to discuss the move
publicly in the absence of any public acknowledgement by the
USG of the deployment.

-~
o
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Informing Othor Countries of Defcon 3
iy

As a result of standing, computericed procesdures triggerad
wheon there is a change of Paefeon, DOD sent out instrvetions no
NA'TO posts instructing the chief US military represcntative in
each country ito infoxw the Miaister of Defense about the move
to Defcon 3 in South Korca upon authorization biv the Chief
of Mission. On the basis of Op Center discussions with
Bagleburger, wo sent a subseguent megssage to all concerned
posts instructing that such anthovization not bhe given for
the time being. The DOD mesgcage did go, however, directly
to the Canadians. Thus, as far as we know, the Xoreans,
Japaunese, and Canadians are the only onees who have been
officially informed of the Defcon 3 wmove.

¥

Military Armistice Commission Mecting

o

Embassy Seoul informed us by phone that a MAC meeting was
concluded at 0430 ETD. The North Xorean side accused us cf
provoking the incident and claimed that some of their men ha
been injured. They presented photos purporting to prove the:
points. They charged that the US was raising tensioans in th
area anéd said war could break out if this continued. & cabl
report on the mecting is being prepared by CINCUNC. The
atwmosphere at the Joint Security Area has been normal.

bt

o

o O

Media Coverage

AFP reported from Scoul that US forces had gone on "full
alert.” The report was apparently bascd on the Armed Ferces
Korea Network announcemcnt cancelling all military leaves.

i
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ROK press gave wide coverage to the Panmunjom incident,
urging that the US make a tough response to Pycngyang's pro-
vocation. Onc newspaper comacntary spoculatad that the
incident was an attempt to lav the groundwork for direct

US-North Korean contacts. A govermment newspaper, on the other
hand, suggested that incident was aimed at having the US public

call for a troop pull-out; the newspaper commented, "We are

gravely concerned about the UNC rcaction.”
1

US network TV gave considerable coverage to the incident
on the evening of August 18,

No ‘other mediz coverage available at this time.

UN and Colombo Connection

I

At the UN, a meeting of potential additional co-sponssrs
0f the friendly resolution was held August 18. Attendanca
was good, We are supporting the effort with approaches in
various capitals. Enbossy/CINCURC has been anked to prepars
& xepert on the’ JSA incident for the Security Counci. We
have no indication as yet that the incident will affect oux
UN position. '

Sk

The non-alignad mecting in Colombo has not yet completad

its consideration of the Korxec: gquestion and we have no indica-

tion the JSA incident has had any offect on the attitudes ar
Colombo
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ROX POLITICAL P@RTIES SHOCYED, I {DIGNANT OVER DMZ YIL'IRGS

- Ay gy o A g A o AT o e . o N TS

oW 192153Y SECUL HAPTONG IN EQCLISH 2056 GuT 19 QUG 76 CW

(TEXT) SEOUL, AUG 19 (WAPTONG)--SPCKESMEN FOR THE
S7!4TH YOREAM GCVERMMENT AND OPPOSITION PARTIE “IXKE 1CDeY
EXPIESS CD DEEP SHOCK AMD IXDIGHATICN AT THE BRUT’ MURDERING
nF TWO U.S. OFFICERS BY NCRTH KOREAN GUARDS IN THE JOINT
"ZC’QI”Y FRES OF T”E TRUCE VILLAGE QOF PANMUNJOM WEDKESD:2Y
FCRNINMZ,

REP YI CHONG-SIK, SPOVESMAM FOR THE PRO-GOVERNNENT
PrRY TANMENTARY BRCUP YUJOMNGHCE, CHARGED THAT THE BRUT:L MURDERIKC
3Y NOPTH KCREANS WAS APPARENTLY MCTIVATED POLITICALLY TO AIM
*T THE FORTHCOMIMG U.S. PRESIDEMTIZL ELECTIGN IN NOVEMBER.

YT S4ID THE RECENT SERIES OF PRGVCCATIONS BY THE HCRTH
voREAY CORMUNISTS ALCNG WITH THEIR UNFCUNDED CLAIM 2BOUT
THE THREZAT OF SCUTH YOREA'S NORTHWARD INVASION SHOWED TH-T
THE COMMUNISTS HAVE BEEN IN DEEP TRCUBLE AT HGME, WHICH CCMPELLED
THEM TO MAKE PROVOCATIONS ON THE SOUTH TO DIVERT WCRLD

ATTENTION.

REP YI CHUMG-HWAN, ACTINC PRESIDERT CF THE OPPOSITICN
NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY, SAID THE NCRTH XCREAN B2RB4ZRITY CKCE
IRATH SHCYWED CLEARLY THME “BEZSTLY AND BELLIGERENT NeTURE®
OF THE COMMUNIST REGIME.

THE OPPOSITIOM LEADER STRCONGLY URGED THE KCREZN
54D Y“,G5. MILITARY AUTHORITIES TG T4¥E RESCLUTE /CTIONS TC
TOUNTIR ARD PURISHM THE B2AR3#ROUS ACTS BY THE MORTH KOREZLS
SO 85 TC PREVENT THE RECURRERCE OF SUCH INCIDENTS.

19 2l 932@Z DEM/GFE
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CONFIEDENTIAL
TO:

FROM:

August 18, 1976

BRENT SCOWCROFT
BILL HYLAND W

Attached is the press guidance that will be used by State, Defense,

etc., if asked this evening,

DECLASSIFIFD
E.O. 12558, §e¢. 3.5

NSC Menme, 1172498, §tas Dept, Guigelings
By KBH . WAR\, Do . 2llelol
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Press Guidance (in response to question only)

Q:

Arec we taking any military actions in response to the North
Korean attack in the Joint Security Area,

We have taken the precaklt‘:&onary move of increasing the readiness
status of the forces in the-e#»en. This increased alert status

has been taken in view of the unprovoked and premeditated

assault which occurred in the Joint Security Area and resulted

in the murder of two US officers and the injury of US and

Korean personnel,

Are we making any force changes in Korea? What other measures

have been taken or are contemplated?

We cannot discuss any other measure s that may be taken,
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KOREA (TOPS) HM' LL
(PANMUNJOM, KOREA) -- THE UNITED STATES WARNED NCRTH KOREA TODAY
THAT THE SLAYING OF TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS IN THE TRUCE VILLAGE OF
PANMUNJOM *°JEOPARDIZED THE ENTIRE FRAMEWORK®'® OF THE KOREAN
ARMISTICE. THE WARNINC COMES IN A LETTER TO NORTH KOREAN PRESIDENT
KIM IL-SUNG FROM GENERAL RICHARD STILWELL, THE AMERICAN HEAD OF THE
UNITED NATIONS KOREAN COMMAND, GENERAL STILWELL ALSO SAYS THAT NEVER
BEFORE IN THE 23 YEARS SINCE THE CEASE-FIRE WAS FORMALLY SIGNFD HAS
THERE BEEN THE OUTRIGHT AND BRUTAL MURDER OF JOINT SECURITY AREA
SECURITY FORCE PERSONNEL,'' THE LETTER WAS READ AT AN EMERGENCY
MEETING OF THE MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION IN TﬁE TRUCE VILLAGE
ABOUT 3¢¢ YARDS FROM THE SPOT AT WHICH THE UNITED STATES CHARCED

NORTH KOREAN CUARDS '°*BRUTALLY MURDERED®® THE TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS._
77:2SAED 28-19-76
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. AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH RON NESSEN
AT 11:10 A.M. CDT
AUGUST 18, 1876

WEDNESDAY
(Kansas City, Missouri)

R. NESSEN: Let me, fivet of all,tell you two
things that are somewhat unreiated to the Lonvention.

- X think some of you know that Senator Jake Garn's
wife was killed in a car cerash.

Q Who?

HR. NESSEN: Senstor Jake Garn, of Uteh, Hie -
wife was Kitled 4in a car crash. The President sent a |
telegram of condolence and sent flowers to Senator Garn
and about 30 minutes sgo, telephoned Senator Garn and
reached him in Bloomfield, Colorado, to express his
condolences. BSenator Garn's wife's name was Bazel
and she was killed in a car wreck in Nebraska the day before
yvesterday, I believe.

The other matter har to do with a sizry vou may
have seen on the wires, or heard, concerning the death of two
American officers around Ponmunjon, and I would iike to
make & statement on behalf of the President concerning that.

“The President condemng the vicious &nd unprovoked
murder of two American officers tast night in “he demilitarized
zohe near ' Panmnmunion, in Xorea. Thete eofficers were peace-
fully supervising a work detail in the neutral zone when
they were subjected to & brutal and cowardliy attack totally
without warning. The total responsibility for the conse-
quences of these murders reste with the North Korean -~
Covernment . ;

~ That is the cnd of my statement, 1 will tell you,
zdditionally, that the United States is seeking & neeting \
immediately of the Military Armistice (Commission in

orea. { understand that the State Departwcnt also has

L
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Q ‘Ron. what &re the conseguences?
v
MR. HESSEN: Tom, I think, at this point, sll I
can cay is that there are meetings being held in Washington
on the sitvation and I don't, at this time, have anything
further on it.

Q Ron, s it the belief of the President and
the U.S. Government that this was & deliberate connection
with the nonaligned meeting in Sri Lanka and the attacks were
evidence of the Nowth Korean'e desire to get us off the
Korean peninsula?

MR, NESSEN: The Embassy, in its initlal assessment,
has been unable to determine the motive of the attacks.

Q That was in Seoul? .
BR. HESSER: 1In Seoul, correct.
The President'a schedule you have is unchanged.

Q Excuse nme. Before you go further, I would
like to ask a question about a line in the President's
etatement, the Ytotsl responsibility for the consequences of
these murders rests with the North Korean Government." Can
you elaborate on what that means?

MR. NESBEN: X can't, Walt. I thipnk ihe language
speaks for itself. The first step we ave taking is to
peek an immediate meeting of the Military Avan -Tice
Commission, as well s meetings geing on now in Washington
by American officials,on the situation.

Q When was the President informed, and by
whom?

MR. NESSLN: He was informad as soon as the word
came this morning, by Brent Scowcroft.
f“y
Q Does the President feel that these attucks fi

J

underscore the need for a continued American military \

presence in South Xorea &nd the need not to reduce the \&\N%-////

nunber of American troops there?

MR. NESSEN: I don't think I am going to go into a
very lengthv discussion of that now, John, other tharn
to give you this statement.
: Q What is the purpose of the meetlng called in
Panmunjon, to demand an explanation?

2 et s e
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HR.‘HBSSBR: You mean & meeting of theVMilitary
, Armistice Commission?
Q Yes.

HMR. RESSEN: I don*t have precisely what
presentation the United States will make at that meeting,
but the State Department probably will.

Q Who were the two officers, Kon?

HMR. KISSEH: I don't have the details here, Les.

Q Have they beeﬁ identified by anybody?

: MR. NEBSEH: X don't know, yvou will have to check
at the State Department.

Q In anyone checking from here?

MR, RESSEN: I know that Brent was on the phone
with HWashington.

The President's schedule is unchanged for the
day, o far. He slept in just a little later than normal g
this morning and had breakfast at 7:40,

He arcse just shortly before that. He had break-
fzst alone, incidentally, contrary to all the little
things I have been peading.

¢t e S

~ Then, the first activity that he had was the PFC 1
staff meeting here on the third fleor, which I think eome of
you covered.

e

e

Other than that, I don't really have anything. :
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. Q About the schedule, could you please tell
up if that noon trip, the 12:30 tpip is all pool
coverage, and tell us which events the rewt of the day are
pool coverage ,as opposed to those which aren't? Ie
there any open coverage on the President's schedule
today?

MR, KRESSEN: Xt is all travel pool coverage,

Q Ron, has the President heard from the Secretary
of State on the subject of the international morality
plank?

MRy NESSER: I know there was & food deal of
discussion last night, and the President made his decision
that his plank really simply stated the hasic principles
on which the American foreign policy has been based,

Q Pid he talk to Secretary Kissinger about
it7 :

MR. HESSEN: I am not sure whether the President
tzlked to him directly. T know the Seoretaryls viewe were
brought into the discussion.

0 Ir there going to he a pool allowed in to
watch the President duwring the nominating tonight?

MR. RESSEK: We are working on that and haven't
really finalized the plans yet., I hope so.

Q Aside from this light schedule listed, what
elge is the President doing today?

MR, NESSEN: He has two major projects, £s you
¥now, and one is to select hig Vice Presidential running
mate., The otherds to work further on his acceptance
Epeech,

Q Cen you tell ug the running mate yet?

MR. NESSEN: He has not chosen a running mate, 3 u?gi
" 2
Q Is he poing to see Reagan tonipght? {; é?
MR. NESSEH: As I eaid before, the President ix
would like to sce Governcr Reegan after the nomination e T

and that could very well be tonight, but it also could be
tomorrow morning., There hasn't been a time fixed vet.

Q Could you give us a rundown on the President's
meeting with the Governors?

HR. NESSEN: T was in another meeting at the
time and didn't attend, I know the intention was to talk
about party business, about the fall campaigning and hear their

- views on the Vice FPresidential question and I came in gort

of at the end of it, and I Xnow that they indicated, as
they were cort of breaking up, that the President had not

wdosan 2kits, N M U4 - - —
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Q One of the Governors eaid ‘there was a rreat
.oeal of talk by the Govermors, not the President, about
the gelection or the possibilities’ of him selecting Ronald
Reupan &s his ?unning mate,

MR, NESSER: As I say, I was in another mecting
and I didn't attend the meeting today,

Q Ron, how will he po about the process of
chooring? Will the possible candidate come in and sce him
or will he talk to them on the phone?

HR. KRESSEN: There &re no planc for that. Some
of the Governors who were in this morning have been
mentioned by the preat mentioners as possible contenders
but there ic no plan to have people come in and be inter-
viewed and oo forth today., I would look for the President
%o make his decision either late tonight or tomorrow morning,
and I would look for the announcement to be made poseibly
around the noon hour tomorrow,

Q Here?
KR, NBESSIN: IJlere, yes,

Q What will he do today to refine his procees
of making his gelection?

MR, HESSILN: Think,

Q Will the President make his own announcement
on that subject?

MR, RESSIN: Will the President come here and
anncunce his nunning mate?

Q Yesn.

MR, HESSLN: ‘That is my anticipation.
Q In this roo;?

MR. NLSSEN: Yes.

: Q Ron, he indiceted he was poing to see people

today.

MR, RESSEN: That he was going to see Vice
Presidential possidbilities today?

Q Yes.,

HMR. NHESSELN: Thaf i not on the schedule and not
anticipated as far as I know.

MORE £564

L AR AR R T T




" about a four-hour time perdod on his schedple that is

- B, faou-6/16
: Q ho is he seeing today? ; A

MR. NLDSSEN: Aside from this schedule, I know of
nobody who is coming in in addition to the schedule.

]
' Q Did Senator Daker go up to the 18th floor
yesterday?

MR, NESSEN: Did Senator Baker go up to the 1bth
floor vesterday?

Q Did he, or did he not?

MR, NESSEN: I am not aware that he did. X will
check, but ‘he didn't see the Pregident.

Q Ron, is the President ctill going to make his
decision only after he meets with Mr., Reagan?

HKR. RESSLN: That is correct.

Q Tell us some of the things President Ford
wil) be doing after he returns fyrom the Muehlebach Hotel
and before he goes to the New Jersey delegotion? He has

abrolutely blank.

KHR. REGSEN: One thing he will do is eat lunch,
The three other things he will be doing are, one, work
on his acceptance speech; thinking about his Vice
Presidential choicej and doing anything that hac to be
done in connection with this North Xorean episocde,

Q Ron, now that the test vote has been made
and you have won on that, and you have no doubt you will i
win the nomination, cdon't you think in the interest of
party unity Ronald Reagan ought to consider dropping out
of the race at this point?

MR, NESSEN: Phil, you know we are going to po and
have the rest of the Convention in the scheduled way, and
yvou know the ball pame isn't over until the last out and
the President feels thet way.

Q Ron, can you tell about that?

MR, HESSEN: We are not taking anything for
granted,

Q At what point exectldy was the President
informed of the assassination of the two officers?

HR. NESSEN: I said the first thing this morning
by Erent Scoweroft.
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Q Do vou expect the Precident to announce
the Vice Presidentiasl candiddte tomorrow or is it something
you might do?
1

KR. NESSEN: I mentioned to Andy I thought the
President would come here and would announce it,

Q If the President has not made up his mind

when he foes to see Reagan, what will he consult with him
sbout?

.

MR. HESSEH: He will consult with Governor Reagan
about the Vice Presidency.

Q0 "What will he do, present him a list and say
who do you like?

¥R. HRESSEH: They will discuss the Vice
Presidency.

Q Ron, can you comment on the amount of input

~ Ronald Reagan will have onh the Presidentt!s {ina) decision?

MR. NDSSEH: I can't quantify for you, Russ, BRe
will consult with Reagan about the Vice Presidency.

Q If he had in mind a particular man Reagan

was absolutely and totally opposed. to, would that cause the
Presgident to change?

MR, RESSEN: That is too speculative, Russ, for
me to ansver,

Q Is Senator Baker still in the running?

MR. NESSIN: We haven't sald who is in the running
and who {s not in the »unning.

HORE
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Q There are tome reportc that the Fresident
has gotten sort of a special communication.

MR. NESSEN: I read the 1ist, Helen, and there is a
list of five people out baced on the reports. There was a
1iet of four peopie out snd three of the people on the
1ist of five are not on the list of four.

Q There was & list of four in Jack Anderson's
' column.

MR. RESSEN: I forget how Jack worded it, but the
fact is that the so-called reports, anéd then there is a 1list
of two, and then there is a way, I am told--one story is that
if & certain thing happens, it will be one of those two.

If another thing hiappens, it is another one of those two. The
fact is, the only person who knews who is on the 1ist,
whether the list has been narrowed down or not, is the
President. He has told no cne, sbsolutely no one. 1 can
aesure you of that.

I know of one gentleman going around town telling
people he knows who the President has selected and that
gentleman has seen the President for a total of 30 secondg
this week and they didn't talk about the Vice FPresidency
during that brief chat. The fact is, nobody knows.

Q Is5 he poing to confer with his present
Vice President?

KR. NESSCN: The present Vice President has been a
very active participant in this week's events, &8s you know,
including last night'es platform.

Q Will you let me please follow up my question?
People are all bellowing. I would like to finish the
auestion. You took off on Rockfeller's activities last night.
You said he has been a very active participant. Has he been
an active participant in the Vice Presidential selection
procees?

MR. NESSER: The President has oiccussed it
with him, ves.

Q Ie he going to discuss it with him some more?

FR. NOSSEN: I don't know, Carol.

Q Will the President give Ronald Reagan's word
any more weight in his mind-making-up process than anyone
else?

MR. NESSEH: I just can't say to what degree that
will affecet him as opposed to comeone else's views and his

own vicws. It is a complex process.
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Q Ron, is there any'p}an to support Rockefeller
for Nationsl COFmittee Chairman?

KR. NESSEN: There ic no plan to, John.
Q What about cvoverage of the President tonight?

MR, NESSEN: We are working on what I hope will be
a satisfactory pool plan, Aldo. I want to make sure it is
acceptable to the President and if he says okay, then I will
announce it later this afternoon.

Wait a minute. Are you talking about watching the
balloting?

Q Roth.

HR. HESSEN: Certainliy, if the President goes
tonight to see Governor Resagan tonight, there will be a
travel pool, and I am working on what I hope will be an
acceptable plan for a peol to watch at least part of the
balloting with the President.

Q HWill that be more than one pool?

HR. RESSCH: dJust one.

Q Your comment wae very interesting on the
foreipn policy amendment. You mean to say the Administra-
tion doeen't view that as criticel?

HR. HESSER: We have no objeection to this. As I
gay, it.is based on the ~- these basic principles outlined
in this amendment are the ones on which the Yord foreign
policy has been bagsed.

Q If you have no objection to it, why dicn't
you say 80 in the first place when it was proposed?

HMR. RESSDR: As I seid when it came up, if it came
up we would take & look at it and give a view,

4

2% N
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5 Q Why did it take you so long to make up your [
mind? Everycne was kept waiting around until around midnigh

[
!

i

before anything was said. \\\

MR. RESSEN: 1T mean, Aldo, &5 1 eaid, what happened
was there were other matters to deal with and when it came
time to deal with this one, there were conferences held and
the President made a decision and gent the word to his aides.

HORE #e6y

o,
"

T

Cars I Si s - AT e S T Ty

T

7o o




- — --—-——--———————..v--—-j

e IO~} T 4Eeu-g/18

Q. Pid the Vice President help him in making a

decision? Did the Vice President involve Kiesinger in this?

MR, HESSCN: The Vice President, I think, spoke
eloquently on television last night in explaining why this
amendment was acceptable.

Q You said Dr. Kissinger was consulted --

MR. HESSEN: X said I thought his views were certainiy
brought into this.

Q Were his views supportive of this?

MR, ‘NESSEN: I don't know precisely what his views

were. )

Q Do vou know imprecisely what they were?

HR. NLCSSEH: No, I don't.

Q Whe will be with the Presiéent in his Buite
tonight?

MR. NESSER: I haven't got the full liet, but I
Will get it for you. I think the family will be in the arena
but the Cheney-Marsh folks will be up there.

Q Can you give us anything further, time-wise,
for a departure on Friday?

KR. HESSER: I would say for yvour own planning and
guidance, you could look for a departure Friday around noon.

Q From where?

KR. NESSEN: Trom the airport. That is just
rough and only for your guidance 60 you ca&n plan your lives.

Q Will he address the Republican Rational
Committee Friday morning?

MR. NESSEN: I think there is a plan for the Prgfi-
dent to attend that meeting. o

Q When is that and where? \

MR. NESSEN: It is traditional, I think you know, e
for the Republican National Committee to meet on the day after
the Convention, so Yriday morning is the RNCueeting and 1
do cxpect the President to go to that. e

Q Will there be a recommendation for the Chairman?
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MR, WESSEN: I am not ready to say anything about
that, yet.

Since the President's floor manager, Senator
Grszin, told the Detroit Free Press of trying to work the
Reagan pupporters, "even if we have to hold our noses," and
since this pamphlet issued by Rogers Horton referred to
16-C, 3is not honest and not sincere, 1 was wondering, how
does the President think the terminology by suth close
asgociates will help with the unity needed to beat Jimmy
Carter?

HMR. RESSER: Is that a multiple choice?

0 We hear & lot about unity. We heard that
mentioned yesterday when Griffin sald, '"we will work
with the Reagan supporters if we have to hold our noses,™
and they say this is dishonest. I wonder, what is
the President's feeling about this?

JAR. NESSER: About whai?
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Q Bio close essociates are using this
terminology.

]
) ¥R, NESSEH: I M1l have to look at them, Les, I
haven't seen any one of those statements.

Q Ron, the pool this morning reported the
President was ssked if he wac going to have any Vice
Presidential candidates coming in toc see him today. The
Pregident replied, "I might have & lot of them,”" You saig
it ie not on his schedule for him to see anybody else, but
you ssid that yvesterday and I know eome people he saw who
were not on the schedule,

So, I am asking, can we believe your schedule?

iR, HESSCH: Yes, you can believe the schedule,
I don't Jnow of any plan for the President to intepview
people ag Vice Presidential possibilities today., I mean,
it is obvious that at the Governor's meeting this morning
there were people who have been mentioned but the purpose
of that meeting was not to interview them and there nay be
others the President crosses paths with today in the course
of his moving around town or having meetings here that may
have beenmentioned; also,

Q But coming in to see him, that is the way the
question was. - . .

-HR. RESSEN: I don‘t know of any plans, I will
check furthen,

: : Q Is he ahout to do that at all at any time
during the selection process?

MR, NESSIN: What, have an interview process?

Q Yes. ]

MR. NESSEN: It is not planﬁed that he will, no,

Q Ron, what was the Presxdent's reaction to
the Vice President's tussle last night over the sign? Ke
gaw it, 0idn't he? Did he see this on TV?

HR., NLSSEN: ; don't fiink he did,

Q Re knows about i%, - Hé is mware of wﬁat
happened, I wonder, has he caid anything adbout it? Did
he smile, or was he happy about it or what?

.. . MR. NESSEN: I haven't heard any reaction from him
about it.

MORE | #5614
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Q N reaction at all?

MR, RESSEN: No.

Q Are there any other briefings planned by the

PrC staif?

MR. NESSIK: There are no plans For any further

PFC briefings in here, Peter doesn't plan to. What 1 would

like to do is if we have anything to poct, ig to post it
about 6:00. That 6:00 posting could well include poold
plans for coverage of the balloting tonipht, The office
is open all the time and you can come in there if you have
any guestions or problems,

Q Are you planniﬁa fo pet cut an advance text
of the President's acceptance speech 1like tomorrow after-
noon?

MR, HESSIH: I am siming to get out a text out

of the President's zceeptance ppeech omevhere between

mid- and late afternson tomorrow,
Q How long will it be, would you fuess?
HR., NESSEN: I would puess the spoken word
would be somewheres around 25 minutes with time for

interruptions for applause after virtually every sentence,

THE PRISS: Thank you.

i

WD (AT 11:31 A.M. CDT)
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Secretary Kissinger: There is a practical problem I would like
to point out. The attack occured at 9:43 last night and I was not
notified until 9:00 this morning.

Mr. Knoche: That was poor performance on our part and we will
take the blame.

Mr. Clements: There is no reason for CIA to take the blame - why
not DOD and State who also received messages in these channels.

Mr. Habib: The information came in at midnight last night but I did
not learn about it till this morning.

Secretary Kissinger: It was in my take this morning along with some
fifty other cables. '

Mrzr. Habib: It was 8:30 this morning when I first knew about it.

Mr. Abramowitz: ISA did not learn about it until 9:30 this morning.

Mr. Knoche: There was discussion between the operation centers
but nobody alerted the principals.

Secretary Kissinger: Wasn't there another incident where this sort
of thing happened recently? Of course, there was the Mayaguez.

Mr. Habib: We should of been informed at 12:01 am. The machincry
did not work properly.

Mr. Knoche: The various operation centers talked with each other
but did not send it up to the principals,

Secretary Kissinger: I am not b‘laming CIA. Each department should
be organized to inform its principals. Let's begin the briefing.

(Knoche begins briefing. Attached)

Secretary Kissinger: -were photographers taking picturcs
Why deon't we see any North Koreans'dead bodies.

Adm. Holloway: Stilwell doesn't believe that there were any North
Korean casualties.

Mr., Robinson: Did the North Koreans report on the incident?

Mr. Knoche: Yes, but there was not mention of casualties.
(Knoche continues and finishes briefing),

SEGRET—
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Segretary Ki:;inger: What does the South have in terms of
manpower?

# .
Mr. Knoche: They have 523,000 men in their army, 280 jet
fighters, 175 patrol craft and no submarines. In our judgment
a military action by the North to be effective would have to
be a surprise attack. We, therefore, do not believe that the North
had a major attack in mind,

Secretary Kissinger: Cansomebody provide me with an analysis

of how the two sides balance forces?

Admiral Holloway: The North Korean ground forces have good
hitting power, but the South Korean army is well lead and backed
by the U.S. The North Korean air force is larger, but the South
Koreans are better trained. There is also the confidence factor,
The South Koreans are confident because the U, S, backs them

up. The North Korean submarines are not worth very much.

Each country has a rnilitary force which is well designed to support
its own strategy and position. In my judgment, it is a military
stand-off, I do not think that at the present time that the North
Koreans could mount an-effective military invasion.
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Coll-eri:iere you foctoring in the US forces?

rnoche:!Thnt is a ¥ey judrement, ile belleve there arc two key cleients, tne
i1s the US-%outh rorean utual Pefense Treaty and the other is the
| presence of US forces, If the US Forces withdraw then the iotbh
! foreans would have the military advantasc,

Kissinger: #hy was the rcaction force so late in getting into the area?
|
nolloway: Stillwell has avoided answering that,

hssinger: ue sure moentioned the photo caverage. why was it necessary to prunc
that trec?

holloway: It obstructed the line of vicw between the obsecrvation post and the
itower, tn t his chart 1 can only find onc of the two positions cited,
I

' :
Clerents: Wasn't that a routing operation = keeping the area clear?

Kissinger: This cable vhich was just handed to me nakes it sound as though therc
was a lot of backing and forthing about this.

liyland: They told us not to cdo it. ( The liotth loreans)
]

tiolloway: Stillwell's report says that the original plan was to cut the tree
€own but the llotth lLoreans said no. .e then decided to prune it, an
eyewitness account says that when the [orth lorean Cfficer arrived on the
scence he asked what they were dolng. iie was told “Pruning® and answered
"good. )

jiabib; There are some differences in the reporting of that,

Kissinger: why do the iorth Koreans have the right to object to ocur cutting down
i or pruning a tree?

i
habib: The whole area is a joint area.
Rissinger: If the .orth Koreans dccide to prune a tree do they ask our permiss$ion.

|

labib: iwo. we don't care. Lach side has its its own area within the joint arca.
i
1

Kissinger: Can each side order the other side around?

liabib: Tiey can't force each other hut there is a lot of argumentation,
|

Kissinzer: Well there are two problems as 1 see it. 7w/ The flrst problem is that
;two American officers have been beaten to death. The second problewm is ¢
reviev the procedures we are following in the u.Z, low regarding the
tirst issue I agree with the ClA analysis. iy impression is that it
was & premeditated attack, There were sore fifty other things they
‘could have done to stop us from pruning the tree,

plow this letter Stillwell wants to send to Kim. why should he send a letter
to Kim? What standing docs he have?

habib; Well Stillwell is the Conmander of the LN Forces and Kim Is the Commander
of the North Korcan Army. Kim also slizned the origlnal Peace agreement,
!
Nssinger: There have already been white nouse and State bepartment statements
deploring these murders, why do we now also need a Stillwell statement.
Ioes he have the authority teo make a statcuent?

|
Abromowltz: ko, iic nceds wWashlngton approval,
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Kssinger: well lets put that into abeyances 1 have talked to the kresident today
about this. ne feels that some sort of strong action is necessary
but does not know precisely wihat it should be, .ow there are two things
that come to ny mind. & few wecks ago we turned off a be52 excrcise
because it would bc provocative to the Chinese, We might resurrcct that
excrciscs The second possibility would be to alert all forces In
Korea,

tiolloway: We could go from LEFCON &4 to DEFCON 3¢ -—-
Kissinger: What would that do? .

llolloway:Unless we had a specific plan in mind or the Rorth Koreans felt we had
a specific plan in mind they probably would not react at all,

Kissinger: Well on that basis you could not thrcated anything.
Abromowlitz. Stillvell recommends that we finish pruning the tree,

Clements: 1 am in complete accord with that and think we should cut the God damn
thing dowm.
about the tree
Kissinger: I am In favor of that too but I don't think we should do anything‘/um:ll after
we do something with our forces. What is the meaning of the LIICC.. alert
stages{

tolloway: 5 is normal and 1 is war. Stage 2 means that war Is inevitable and stage
1 is vhen the shooting starts.
Colbert
¥naskex 1f the alert was moved up{ to 3 how would the media and the LS people react
to that in this campaign yecar.

Kissinger: That has nothing to do with it. The important thisg is that they beat
two sxerjcan to death and must pay the price,

Colbert: The iorth Koreans are looking for indications that they can create another
Vietnam type mentality in this country. Therefore to disabuse them of this
it is lmportont to have the right kinds of expresslons of support from the
media and oplinion rakers,

Kissinger: What about resurrccting the D-52 exercise? The State Departrent hereby
withdraws lts objections to it. This is now the best time in the world
to run it.

irabib: It was a training exercise,

Abromowitz: \ould it scare the americans or the Koreans? '

Gleysteen: Therc is another exercise planned.,

Rissinger: but cverybody already knows aboul that one,

Clements: Is it true that in the exercisc we would fly the L-52s over korea and
then go back?

tlollovay: Yes.

Kissinger: liow long would it take? /;0 ,b"\__
¢’ e
Smith: Ue could get it going in 72 hours - possibly less, Y ‘f.,
- =
Kissinger: The quic¥er the better, “ :

()
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Mr. Clements: Do we wish to drop live bombs?

Secretary Kissinger: If that is part of the program, do it. If not

then don't do it.

Mr. Clements: Well let me play Devil's Advocate. Why not drop hve

‘Secretary Kissinger: If it is part of the plan do it.

bombs?

Mr. Clements: I can make it part of the plan.

’
Mr. Abramowitz: /e estess tes S would be well below nightmare

range and they were not scheduled to drop live ordinance.

Mr, Habib: Those planeswill come within easy range of North Korea.

Distances there are close.

Secretary Kissinger: OK. That will be a good lesson for them.

What I would like to do now is to go over possible courses of actions

and meet again tomorrow at 8:00 am to discuss them. The President wants
to explore the possibility of taking one military step. What can we do?

You may wish to think about it over_night. Whatever we do must be
commensurate.

Adm. Holloway: There are several possibilities,we could lay mines,

we could seize a North Korean flag vessel or a fishing boat. But seizing

a fishing boat might be beneath our dignity. The North Koreans have

34 commercial flag vessels. None of them are in our ports or allied ports,
We have only been able to locate 9 of them so the remainderare probably
in North Korean waters. :

A AR
There is also the possibilily of a combined with the South Korean's.

It would take a minimum of four days to sect this up. We could also send
in a carrier task group. The Midway could be there between 48-72 hours.
It is in Yakuska now. They could have a missile-shoot off the coast.

Secretary Kissinger: I like the idea of cutting the tree down. We should

generaie our forces first and then cut it down. We should also go on a
higher alert. Let's put our forces on degfcon 3 tonight and get a plan
for cutting down the trece from Stillwell. "(to Adm. Holloway) Can you
start gearing up the B-52 run?

Adm. Holloway: Yes.

B R S B e o b s den sl b X




Secretary Kissinger: We need to know what forces Stilwell needs to
cut the tree down? )

Adm. Holloway: There are two difficult decisions before us.

1) At what point do we stop putting in reinforcemcnts. In the past

when we have moved in men they have acted reciprocally and vice versa.
At what point would we stop. The next question is the use of firearms.

In this recent incident both sides with firearms that were not used.
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Kissinger: If I had been one of thosc men and was lging beaten to death, I would
have used a firecarm,

!
llabib: They were attacked from behind and had no chance,.

o] loway:'ost of these wen are Vietnam vetrans., They were tousht therce to diec beforc
violating the rules of e¢ngaycrient,
i
Hahih: Stillwell knows the estimated forces and that ye can't move ron withiout
violatiny the arzrvemnts f theroc was @ fight there would Le a need for
reinforcenents from outside of the zone, F

iiyland: Should we reinforce that company?

habib: The koreans are the main force in the fone, Stillwell will have to tell us
ﬂ-«ler—-{.)L..f < Ko,

Kissinger: .ho consults with the South joreans,
iiabib: Stillwell

iyland: Ye nesd to send a message to Stlllwell telling Liim not to go ahead with the
letter and to. prepare a plan for cutting dwon the tree,

Il bib: The troops could he prepositioned and he could bring them up the road and
have them pove in as he requires themn,

Kissinger: It will be useful for us to generate enoug! activity so that the .orth
Roreans begin to wonder vhat tiwose crazy .serican bastards are doing
or are capable of doing in this election year.,

Abrorowitz: YWe should consider putting nore LS forces irto lorca.

Yissinger: That might be desireable,

fiabibs Thére is also the question of the ilorthwest Island? They are highly
vulnerable,

hissinger; iiow aboult our forces. Should they go on alert tonizht. e should also
get that training exercise laid ons I would like for tomorrow morning to
have a list of U8 forces wihich could Le noved into :orca, .ec should
¢onsider moving F-11ls and F-4s ine. Then on rriday worning we can

fove to cut that tree.

Perhaps we should decide now to move the F=4s and decidec on the r-1l1ls
tomorrov,

Smoth; ¥el can do it from scratch in twelve hours.

liabibs We; have to consult with the Japanese,

Kisslngorf Well then do it, Get the process started,

! s
Abrobowitz: To temporarily move our aircraft does not require us to consult with the
| Japanesc.

Il
i

llabib: ile do have to advise them
Kissinger: 1 would like to get a working group started, ihil will kou set onc up?
labib: Yes - we will nced represcntatives froi State, efense, JCS and the Cla,

klsslngegz Who will {inform Park?
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atit: The Charge and Stillwell should go sointly

§ ‘creysteen: A lot of this will soon become public knowledge.

Kissinger: Yes. ue have to decide on press guldance, It should be low key. we can
admit to going onto LIICui 3 becausc of the premecditated nurders.

Clementss o we have to notify the La
: Habib: o. We have gone to LIFCO. 3 before without notifying them,.,

KEXTXGEAATE
ilolloway: Stillwell g takes his orders from the JCS not the Li,

fiabib: I think there is a pwocedure for the JCS to inform the Un

Kissinger: TFor tororrow's meeting there should be a chart prepared of what everybody
has to do.

Abromowitz: What about the iar Powers Act?

plan
] Fissinger: That is a valid point, There should be one centrel rzsink for coasulting with
: Congress,
ilolloway: we will look at it, I have it right hecre,
4 iHabib: Your lawyers and our lawyers can study it,
3
§ Kissinger: By early this evening we should have
3 1. what we wvant to do about the iar Fowers fict
4 2. }ress Guicdances -"we are taking thesc precautionary
4 moves because of the premeditated murder of Jmerican

i soldiers which ralsed the question of what the i.orth Loreans
i ‘ might be up to.
& 3. Consultations witii Kaxs South Korea, Japan xnnxghx

Abromowitz: What about the lorth Forean allies?
Fissinger: I em seeing the Chinese at 5:00

Rabib: The liorth Koreans have already come out with their version of the story . They have
not agreed to a meeting tonight. Zventually they must cowuc to a meeting,

Kekdwniz
livland: The proposed statement is not very strong.

iabib: Stillwell must be told not to submit a letter at the meeting

E

* Kissinger: For the £:00 meeting tomorrow I want a spread sheet. We should also alet the
task force to the, possibility they may m3x need to move, lororrow we can
concentrate on fa¥Ed™ti.ings.
l. Addiditional mllitary deployments to iorea
Jg.<d. lossible Liplomatic actions. sho we should notify and brief,
Q3. Jhat military action we might take

a : 4, Congressional activity
¢ %9

H The meeting ended at 4:43pm e <,
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18 August 1976

BRIEFING FOR

18 AUGUST WSAG MEETING

II.

NORTH KOREA

We are virtually certain that the violent incident
in the Joint Security Area this morning was a de-
liberate provocation. We believe it was primarily
intended to agitate American public opinion over the
issue of our troops in Kérea in the context of the
US election campaign.

Since early this spring, North Korean propaganda

has charged almost daily that the US is introducing

new weapdns into the South, conducting provocative
miliéary exércisés;mgﬁd keeping South Korean armed
forces on a waf footing:.

-- Pyongyang has warned that these-developments
have created a "grave situation" in which»war
may bfeak out at any tiﬁe.

-- On August 5 =-- only a few hours after an ex-
change of fire between ROK and North Korean
trbbps on the DMZ2 —-- North Korea, in an un-

usually high level statement, alleged that

DECLASSIFIED
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III.

Iv.

Vb
i .
tﬁg US and South Korea have now "coﬁpleted"
wa? preparations. The statement was the
first issued at this level sinée 1969 that
was directed specificaily at US actions in
the South.
North Korea's efforts have most recently been
focused on the Non-Aligned Conference in Colombo,
now drawing.to a close. .
—~= Their efforts in Colombo, in turn, wer; in-
tended to affect favorably their prospects
in the UN Genergl Assembly debate. A reso-
lution has now Eeen introduced that once.
again calls for American withdrawal from
Koréa.
While the North Koreans have made gains in the in-
ternational forum, their ﬁropaganda efforts have
won them little or no return in the American po—-
litical forum. They may now be raising the ante
in hopes of stimulating American opposition to

a continued US troop presence. This morning's

‘incident seemed deliberately intended to produce

American casualties.



~-uThe Joint Security Area is one of the very
few places where North Koreans have direct,
continuing contact with US military personnel.

-—~ In June, there were several similar inci-
dents in which US forces in the Joint Security
Area were harassed by North Korean personnel.
No casualties resuited, however.

-~ According to the account of today's incident
issued in Seoul, a North Korean officg} at
the scene was heard to tell his troops to
kill the UNC (1.e., US) pérsonnel.

- A North Korean radiobroadcast shortly after
the incident occurred described it as a US
provocation that forced North Korean security
personnel to take defensive measures. The
bragacast warned that future incidents of
US aggression would be met in this fashion,
but otherwise signaled no major change in
Pyongyang's policy.

V. North Korea's next moves will undoubtedly be
conditioned by the American reaction.

—- Should the response to this probe lead then
to believe that they can play effectively
on American sensitivities by further con-

- 3 -
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trolled acts of violeﬁce, we would expect them
to pursﬁe this course. |

VI. But we believe that their principél immediate ob-
jective is to improve upon their 1975 success in
the General Assembly. . Accordingly, we believe that
they are extremély unlikely to embark upon a course
that would run the risk of major US reprisals
or portraying North Korea as significantly‘raising

‘x
the threat of instability on the peninsula.
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INR AFTERNOON SUMMARY , : ) August 18, 197¢
SPECIAL ANALYSIS '~ . ;
Pvongyang's Possible Motives in the

DMZ Incident

we still do not have the full details of the incidents
in which two US officers were killed in the Fammunjom Joint
Security Area and thus we cannot rule out the possibilicy
that the fighting resulted spontaneously from unplannes
remarks and actions by people on both sides. On balance,
however, it seems likely that the North Foreans deliberately
provokaed the fighting, which follow a number of seemingly
related events.

-=0On August 5, Nerth and South Korean forces exchangad
gunfire across the DMZ.

--On the same day, Pvongyang issued a Government St

zte-

nent accusxng the US and “hc ROK of having "completeg!

war preparations. (The DPRK has issued a Governmert

tatement protesting US actions on cnly two previocus
occasions--following the 1962 seizure of the USS 2ueklo
and the 1969 downing of a US reconnaissance aiverafs.)
--0n August 15, according to Belgrade Radio, Kim Il-sung

wired President Tito that he could not attend tha
£

Non-Aligned Conference in Colombo because of the
"deherloratnd situation on the Korean Lhorder."

So far, Pyongyang's statements on the latest incident
offer only the prodictable explanation that “"our security
personnel were compelled to take a step in self-defense.”

We can only speculaie on Morth Rorea's motivies (we hawvs no
informaticn from(::::::]CIA). Some plausible explanati
are that Kim is: : ‘

‘Sl

-~-Laying the ground work for military action such as
commando raids or an attack on the Northwest Islands.
Kim might judge such heightened m111+ary act1"~m
during an election year would help c¢rive a wedge betweaen
US and ROK. We are inclined to coubt this pOSSlbLAltJ,
but it cannot be dlSnlsseo.

--Attempting to streugthen Ndrth Korea's internaticnal

5 position, particularly in the Third #orld. ©oOnly 23
nations have so far co-sponsored this year' s North
Korean resolution in the UM, compared thh 1 last —
'year, and Kim might judge that tensions glong the DIz
-would garner greater support for Pyongyang's effortis
both in the UN and at the contcrenco ncw uncer way in
Colombo.
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~-Seeking to deal with internal p*oble¢5, o

recently apparent difficulties in deali
factional p*oblems in lHorth Korea's arm
Kim may have increased the tension on t to
provide both an excuse for his non-attendance at
Colombo and a rationale for recent and perhapgs
contemplated changes in domestic policy and ieaueL
ship shake-ups.
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In any case, if Pyongyang deliberately provoked the
incident, it probably acted for more than one reason.
a2 minimum, Kim may intend to indicate to Am
continuing US involvement in Korea entail.
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U.S.-KOREA LEAD
BY BARRY SCHWEID :
WASHINGTON (AP) =-- THE UNITED STATES CONDEMNED AS AN UNPROVOKED °*’ACT

OF AGCRESSION®® THE SLAYING OF TWO U.S. ARMY OFFICERS RY NORTH KOPEAN
CUARDS TODAY IN KOREA'S NEUTRAL ZONE, -

THE STATE DEPARTMENT ISSUED A FORMAL STATEMENT SAYINGC THAT NORTH
KOREA MUST BEAR '°*FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE CONSEQUENCES OF ITS
BRUTAL ACTION,'®

IT ALSO SAID THAT THE VIOLENCE WAS A COWARDLY ACT OF MURDER THAT
CANNOT BE TOLFRATED.

EARLIER, ROTH PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY A.
KISSINGER SAID THE SLAYING WAS UNPROVOKED MURDER.

U.S. OFFICIALS REFUSED TO SAY WHAT STEPS, IF ANY, WERE UNDER
CONSIDERATION AS POSSIBLE RETALIATION FOR THE SLAYING.

A HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT SECURITY CROUP PLANNED TO DISCUSS THFE
INCTDENT, BUT PENTACON OFFICIALS DISCOUNTED TREPUSSIRILITY OF ANY
7.S. MILITARY FESPONSE,

CE T REAN ARMISTICE, 47 AMERICANS AND MORE THAN 1,000
SOUTH KOREANS HAVE PEEN KILLED ALONG THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, BUT THE
SLAYING OF THE TWO ARMY OFFICERS WAS THE FIRST IN THE U.N. COMMAND
UILLAGE AT PANMUNJOM ITSELF,

**THIS BRUTAL BEHAVIOR BY THE NORTH KOREAN REGIME TELLS US SOMETHING
OF ITS TRUE NATURE,'' THE STATE DEPARTMENT SAID.

IT '*DEMONSTRATES THE HOLLOWNESS OF NORTH KOREA'S ALLFCED DESIRE FOR
4 PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE DIFFERENCES THAT EXIST BETWEEN IT AND
SOUTH KOREA,'® IT ADDED.

SPOKESMAN FREDERICK Z. BROWN SAID THE NORTH KOREANS POSSIRLY WERE
INTERESTED IN RAISING TENSIONS TO PROVE THEIR CLAIM THAT THERE IS A
DANGER OF WAR ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA. HE ALSC SAID THE INCIDENT MAY
RE LINKED TO NORTH KOREA'S CRITICISM OF THE UNITED STATES AT & SUMMIT
CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED NATIONS IN SRI LANKA,

**THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE FALSELY CHARGED THAT THE PFRSONNEL OF THE
UNITED NATIONS COMMAND FIRST ASSAULTED NORTH KOREAN GUAPDS,'® THE
STATE DEPARTMENT SAID. *'THIS IS A LIE AND A FLAGRANT ATTEMPT TO
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LZAD OFFICERS / _
SEOUL, AUG 18, REUxER - TW0 U.S. ARMY OFFICERS WERE th

KILLED TODAY WHEN ABOUT 30 NORTH KOREAN GUARDS ATTACKED THEM

WITH AXES AND METAL PIKES IN THE BURDEZR AREA BETWEEN NORTH AND ;
SOUTH KOREA, THE UNITED NATIONS COXY¥AND ANNOUNCED.

FIVE SQUTH KORLANS AND FOUR AMERICAN SOLDIEZRS WERE INJURED
IN THE ATTACK AT THE BORDER ARMISTICE VILLAGE OF PANdUNJuM, THE

U.3.~LED COMdANO SAID.

IT 3AID THE ATTACK WAS UNPROVOKED AND OCCURRED AS THE
OFFICZIRS, WITH OTHER AMERICAN AND SOUTH KOREAN SOLDIERS, WERE
ESQRTING A U.N. WORK PARTY.

A S0UTH KOREAN SPOKESMAN SAID HIS GOVERWNMENT WAS ""OUTRAGED
BY THE UNIMAGINASLY BARSAROUS AND INHUMANE ACT OF MURDER.™"

THE U.N. COMMAND CALLED FOR A WMEETING OF THE JOINT
MILITARY ARMISTICE COMMISSION AT PANMUNJOM TOMORROW.

MORE 0816
RO82R I0913)2CZCRYRBYL
LEAD OFFICERS 2 SEOUL

THE U.N. COMMAND WOULD NOT NAME THE MEN KILLED OR INJURED
UNTIL RELATIVES HAD BEEN INFORMED.

THE WORK PARTY WAS TRIMMING BRANCHES FROM A TREE WHEN TWO
NORTH KOREAN OFFICERS AND SEVERAL GUARDS APPEARtD, THE U.N.
aQoMMAND SAID.

AFTER SOME DISCUSSION, DURING WHICH A NORTH KOREAN OFFICER
E XPRESSED NO OBJECTION TO THE TREE-TRIMMING, THE NORTH KOREANS
SUDD eNLY DEMANDED THAT THE WORK sE STOPPED, THE COMMAND SAID.

SHORTLY AFTERWARDS, A NORTH XKOREAN VEHICLE BROUGHT UP
ADDITIONAL GUARDS AND THE NORTH KOREAN OFFICER WAS HEARD TO
TELL THEM ""TO KILL"" THE U.N. PERSONNEL. THE FIGHT FOLLOWED.
MORE 03821
ROB3R I0967CZCRYRZYR
-LEAD OFFICERS 3 SEOQOUL

THE SOUTH KORZAN SPOKESMAN SAID IN HIS STATEMENT THAT
""WE WILL 8£ WATCHING DEVELOPMENTS WITH GRAVE CONCERN AS THIS
ATROCIOUS PROVOCATION CAME AT A TIME WHEN THE NORTH KOREZANS
WERE FABRICATING AND SPREADING GROUNDLESS RUMORS OF NORTHWARD
AGGRESSION.

""THI3 INCIDENT SHOWS TO THE WORLD THAT THE NORTH KORZANS
ARE ACTING BEYOND REASON TO PROVOKE SOUTHWARD AGGRESSION AND
THAT THEY ARE BRUTAL BANDITS."™

ON JUNE 30 LAST YEAR, U.S. ARMY MAJOR WILLIAM HENDERSON
WAS KICKED AND KNOCKED DOWN TO THE GROUND AT PANMUNJOM BY
NORTH KOREAN NEWSMEN AND GUARDs.

MAJOR HENDERSON WAS EVACUATZD TO WALTER REED HOSPITAL IN
WASHINGTON THE FOLLOWING DAY WITH A FRACTURED LARYNX.

(NO PICKUP R069)
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vGYh 19 AUR STATEMENT CN DMZ IRCIDERT

ny 191123 PYCHEYANG ¥NC? IN ENGLISH 1119 GMT 19 “Ue 76
(TEXT) PYONGYZHG AUGUST I9 (KCNA) -- THE XCRE(N CENTR"L

'EwsS ASENCY WAS AUTHORIZED TO maKE PUBLIC # STLTENMENT CH

RUST 19,
THE STATEMENT READS AS FCLLCWS:

AS 7LREADY REPORTED, THE ".S. IMPERIZ_IST 2GGRESSGRS
unrIre WILD TO START £ NEW WAR OF ¢GGRESSION IN KGREA
An¥MITTED o GRAVE PROVOCATION A2AINST CUR SIDE IN THE
1" INT SECURITY fREA CF PafMuNJOM OR AUGUST 18.

ARTUND 1@ YOURS 45 NMINUTES ON THE MCRNING OF ~UGUST
13, TYE U.S. TMPERIALIST fGZRESSCRS SUDDENLY DROVE
SUT 15 BANDITS CARRYING AXES #ND LETHAL WEAPONS TC FELL
* "OEL AT RAMDOM IM THE JCINT SECURITY ARER.

"HE TREE WAS PLANTED AND TENDED WITH MUCH CARE BY OUR
SIDE FOR ¢ LONG TIME. '

SEEIMe TWE ACT CF THE ENEMY, 4 SECURITY PERSCHNEL
7' SIDE WENT TO THE SPOT A#D REPEATEDLY TOLD THE ERNY
THAT THME TREE MUST NOT BE FELLED ARBITRARILY WITHOUT
* PRICR COINSULTATION WITH OUR SIDE AS THE TREE IS COKTROLLED
3Y CUR SIDE,

THE ENEMY WHC C2ME OUT WITH THE AIM OF CCMNITTING
A PROVOCATION FRCM THE OUTSET, FAR FRCM COMPLYING WITH
TYE J9ST DEMAND GF OUR SIDE, COMMITTED THE UNBEARCBLE
INSULTIFG ACT OF HURLING INVECTIVES #¥D SPITTING AT THE
SECURITY PERSOMHEL OF OUR SIDE, COURTING ON HIS "
"UMSRTCAL SUPERICRITY, A“D COLLECTIVELY POUNCED UPON T
*°8T D BEAT SECURITY PERSONMEL OF GUR SIDE, 2HD
INJURED THEM BY THRCWIfe AN AXE.




Tu1s CRITICAL SITUATIGN COMPEL'ED 1HE SECURI'Y
PESANREL OF QUR SID” TO TAKE # STEP IN SELF-DE._MCE,

THE SECURITY PERSONNEL COF CUR SIDE PUT UP * DEATH-
DEFYIM? RESISTANCE AGAINST THWE ENENMY, THROWIKG BeCK THE
*XE WURLED BY THE EPEMY.

YHEN TWIm2g DEVELOPED IM THWIS waY, THE ENEMY REIRFCRCED
UTS FORCE WITH MCRE THAN 30 HCOLICANS HE HAD YEPT
WAITIM 1IN pOVANCE.

I8 TYlS ITUCIDENT PROVOKED BY THE ERENMY 5
SECURITY PERSONNEL CF CUR SIDE WERE WOUNDED HEAVILY
0 IENTL Y.

THIS 15 THE TRUTH OF THE IMCIDENT. THIS.
YTTWITUSTAMDING, NOW THE U,S. IMPERIALISTS £XD THEIR
L ACKEYS A®FE DISTORTING THE FACT T0O MAKE IT ¢PPE2R AS IF
o' SIDE CAUSED THE INCIDENT, CARRYING AXES. EUT, THIS
csd FOO' 00 ONE. THE EXE USED BY THE EREMY WHEN &
FREE-FOR-ALL TOCK PLACE IS NOW IM OUR HANDS. 1IT IS
AM AXE OF PUSTRIAN MAKE USED IN THE U.S. ARNY UNITS.

THE ATTEMPT CF TRE U,S. IMPERIAMLIST 2AGGRESSOURS TO
SYIFT THE RESPONMSIBILITY OF TC OUR SIDE AFIEZR OPEHNLY
COMMITT INZ 2 PROVCCATICE IN THE JOIHT SECURITY ¢RER
™S BROAD DAYLIGHT, SELF-EXPOSES THeT THEY HAD PLOTTED
THIS INCIDENT 1IN A PLARNED MANKER TO FIND A
POETEXT FOR STARTING A WER,

AS ue3 pLRESDY BEER ASCERTATNED, THIS IS CRYSTAL
C' Ee® FROM THE FECT THAT WHILE THIS INCIDEWT waS
T*41¥e PLACE, THE ASSISTAN] SECURITY QFFICER CF THE
"eS. LRNMY, THZ U.S. DUTY CFFICER &HD £ CePTAIK OF THE
SYUTH YOREAN PUPPET ARMY DIRECTLY COMMARDED IT, WATCHIKG
“HE SCEME ON MJILL !C. 3 OPPOSITE PoiMUNJOM, HAVING
mADE EVEN PREP2RATIONS FOR PHOTCCGRAPMING IT, :AND MORE
THa 192 HEAVILY ARMED MILITARY PERSOMNEL WERE wzlTING
T THREE TRUCYS BEHIND THEM.

fHAT THE !.,S., INMPERIALISTS PROVOWED THE INCIDENT
UMDER * PREMEDITATED PLAN WAS MeADE PLAIN WHEN
SUCH HIGHESI AUTHORITIES OF THE UNITED SIATES 28 FORD
“"D VISSINGER AS WELL £S THE SCUTH ¥UREAN PUPPET CLIQUE
WER® L. MOBILIZED, AS SCGCN »S THEY BEGAN THE PROVCCATIVE
8CT, I RAISING AT 2 TIME » LPREE~-SCPLE CLAMOUR
HMR' T2 GRCUNDLESS SLANDERS AND CALUMNIES AGAINSI
TR STIDE, SENT AN ULTIMATUM-STYLE NOTICE TO GUR SIDE
aMD ISSUED AR "CRDER OF EMERSENCY ALERT™ TO THE U.S.
FORCES CCCUPY1ING SCUTH KOREA.

(MORE)

19 ave 1212Z RLL/WK®****(
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" (KOREAN INCIDENT)
KANSAS CITY (UPI) -- PRFSIDENT FORD TODAY CONDEMNED AS VISCIOUS
MURDER THE AX KILLINGS OF TwO U.S., APMY OFFJICERS BY NORTH KOREA AND
SAID THE COMMUNIST NORPTH XORFANS WILL HAVE TO TAKF THE CONSEQUENCFS,
"THE PRTESIDENT COMDEMMS THE VISCIOUS AND UNPROVOKED MURDER OF TwO

AMERICAN OFFICIERS LAST NIGHT IN THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE NEAR PaN “OON

REPORTERS,

"TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR TH® CONSFAUENCES OF THESE MURDERS RESTS
WITH THE NORTH KOREAN GOVERNYENT ,” WE SAID,

"THESE OFFICERS WERE PEACEFULLY SUPERVISING A WORK DETAIL IN THE
NEUTRAL ZONE WHEN THEY WERE SUBJECTED TO A BRUTAL AND COWARDLY ATTACKX
TOTALLY WITHOUT WARNING,” NESSEN SAID,

HE SAID THE UNITED STATES WAS CALLING A MEETING OF THE MILITARY

ARMISTICE COMMISSION IN {PAN MOON JONG ON THE MATTER,
UPI ©¢8-18 12:47 PED
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 18, 1976
+ ; .
‘, Office of the White House Press Secretary

(Kanaas Ci{y, Missouri)

-
Trrsarraresrroetar nreaeaser s o Rk e L LR T I S SN IR R I S

THE WHITE HOUSE
S5TATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The President condemns the viclous and unprovoked murder of fwo
American officers laat night in the demilitarized zons neay Panmuzjon
in Korea,

Thete officers were peacefully supervising & work detall in the neutral
zone when they were subjected fo 2 brutzl and cowardly aftack totally
without warning,

Total responsibility for the consequencee of these murders reets with
the North Xorean Coverament,

s -, ;e =y
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TORSEGRET/EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY

August 18, 1976
TO: BRENT SCOWCROFT o

FROM: W.G. Hyland

Held 45 minute WSAG this afternoon with HAK in chair. Attached
is a shopping list of things that are being done or could be done
tomorrow. General feeling of the group was first, to put forces in Korea
on the alert, second, to return to area of incident and chop down the
goddamned tree; third, move F-4s tonight; and fourth, examine whether
to move some F-llls tomorrow and a carrier task force.

There was a very hesitant discussion about actual military action
as you guessed. WSAG will reconvene at 8:00 tomorrow morning to look
into what punitive measures we might undertake. Holloway, sitting
in for Brown, discussed seizing ships and patrol craft, etc. I talked
to HAK about an option in which we would launch very limited air
strike in the eastern end of the DMZ, where it would be unexpected

and where it would not necessarily touch off something we couldn't

handle. He seemed somewhat taken with the idea.

Finally, we are going to get out some low key press guidance which

I will send to you as soon as it is available because alerting forces and

moving F-4s will become public this evening.
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Actions: ,

1. Putiforces in Korea on DEFCON 3 tonight.
2. Move squadron of F-4s tonight from Japan to South Korea.
3. Alert F-111s for possible movement.
4, Alert carrier task force (MIDWAY) for possible movement
(no discussion of where -- Sea of Japan?)
5. Make preparations for launching B-52 bombing exercise,
in South Korea (72 hours?)
6. Prepare for tonight press guig;lance: low key --''given nature
of premeditated murder certain precautionary moves being undertaken, "
~ 7. Examine question of War Powers notification.
8. Initiate consultations: with Japan; with South Korea.
9. Modify US statement to be made in MAC (already done? )
(Use State language.)
10. Hold'in abeyance Stillwell letter to Kim Il Sung.

% % %k 3k

For Tomorrow Morning WSAG:

1. What additional deployments could be made to South Korea?
2. What military actions (punitive) could be undertaken?

3. What further diplomatic actions - US, Russians, Chinese, etc. --

could or should be undertaken?
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4, Plan for handling Congressional consultations, etc.
!

5. Ask Stillwell for scenario to cut down tree in Joint Security

Area tomorrow night (our time).

TOR-SRLRET





