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PILOT - JAPAN c,....-....J~ 71 I (..C.. 
R435R Ill ~7UIVZYRWYD S _ J.L ~ . 

l 
TOK YQ SEP 15, REUTER • THE SOVIET P LOT WHO LANDED THE 

TOP SECRET MIG·25 FOXBAT COMBAT PLANE IN NORTHERN JAPAN LAST 
WEEK SOUGHT POLITICAL ASYLUM IN THE UNITED STATES OF HIS OWN 
ffiEE WILL, THE JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY SAID TODAY. 

MINISTRY SPOKESMAN KENSUKE YANAGIYA DENIED A SOVIET 
ALLEGATION CARRIED BY THE OFFICI.t\L TASS NE',VSAGENCY YESTERDAY 
THAT FIRST LIEUTENANT VIKTOR BELENKO HAD BEEN ""COMPELLED"" TO 
SEEK ASYLUt1 DJ THE WEST. 

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE PILOT TOLD JAPANESE AUTHORITIES HE 
~D COME TO JAPAN DETERMINED TO DEFECT. HE LEFT FOR THE UNITED 
STATES LAST WEEK. 

MR. YANAGIYA SAID THE PILOT TOLD THE JAPANESE AUTHORITIES 
~ DID NOT WANT TO MEET SOVIET DIPLOMATS IN TOKYO. 

BUT THE JAPANESE.AUTHORITIES PURSUADED HIM TO ALLOW THE 
~VIET EMBASSY TO MAKE CONTACT ""IN ORDER TO AVOID THE SOVIET 
UNION''S MISUNDERSTANDI:-JG,"" MR. YANAGIYA SAID. 

I HE ALSO DENIED A TASS ALLEGATION THAT THE MEETING "··sHOWED 
THAT V.I. BELENKO ~AS NOT IN A NORMAL STATE AND ~AS UNDER THE 
INfl.UENCE OF· NARCOTICS OR SOME OTHER DRUG."" 

LIEUTENANT BELENKO, 29, WAS GRANTED ASYLUM ON THE 
INSTRUCT 10 N OF PRESIDENT FORD AND LEFT HERE FOR THE U.S. LAST 

THURSDAY. 
REUTER 0006 
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JAPANESE TO DISMANTLE, TRANSFER SOVIET MIG TO MILITARY AIRFIELD 

OW151603 HONG KONG AFP IN ENGLISH 1600 GMT 15 SEP 76 OW 

(TEXT) TOKYO, SEPT. 15-<AFP>--JAPANESE DEFENCE AUTHORITIES ARE 
TO DISMANTLE AND TRANSFER TO A MILITARY AIRFIELD THE SOVIET 
MJG-25 AIRCRAFT LANDED AT HOKKAIDO, IN NORTHERN JAPAN, BY A DEFECTING 
SOVIET PILOT LAST WEEK, IT WAS LEARNED HERE TODAY • 

. JAPANESE DEFENCE AGENCY SOURCES SAID DISMANTLING WOULD START. 
ON FRIDAY. 

THE AGENCY HAS REQUESTED ASSISTANCE FROM AMERICAN MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES IN TRANSPORTING THE SOPHISTICATED INTERCEPTOR FROM THE 
COMMERCIAL AIRFIELD AT HOKKAIDO TO A JAPANESE DEFENCE AGENCY AIRFIELD 
ABOARD A GIANT U.S. AIRFORCE C-5 GALAXY AIRCRAFT, THE SOURCES 
SAID. 

THE SOURCES SAID IT WOULD TAKE ABOUT A \f.IEEK TO DIS~lEMBER THE 
MIG, IN PARTICULAR REMOVING THE ~HNGS AND TAIL SECTIONS. 

DEFENCE AGENCY EXPERTS WILL MAKE A THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF THE 
PLANE AT THE MILITARY AIR BASE, THE SOURCES SAID. 

15 SEP 1708Z BB/CAJ 
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SECRE'l"'/EYES ONLY 

THE COUNSELOR 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL SCOWCROFT 

URGENT 
September 15, 1976 

FROM: Helmut Sonnenfeldt ~ · 
SUBJECT: Reply to Brezhnev on Soviet Pilot 

Attached is a proposed response to Brezhnev to his 
message to the President delivered on September 8. 

I assume you will want to send this to Henry for his 
approval. But I think the reply should probably go forward 
in the next few days so it is out of the way before Gromyko 
gets here on the weekend. He may well make additional public 
statements (see TASS "Who Needs It?" of September 14) and 
it seems just as well to be on record with Brezhnev. 

I have no information on the whereabouts of the pilot. 
When Vorontsov asked me last week whether they will be able 
to talk to him, in view of the "farcical" interview in 
Japan, I did not respond. But they might renew the effort. 
(We have no such obligation under existing agreements in 
asylum cases.) 

Please note that the proposed response does not explicitly 
address Brezhnev's very last point about access to the air­
craft since this is an issue solely between ourselves and 
Japan. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you review this promptly and send it on to HAK 
for approval. 

SECRE¥/EYES ONLY 



Dear Mr. General Secretary: 

L~ 1 I have studied with f!t-5'5&Rt~~ your message ' iLeA wae 

deli\•&»eti to •~:~:e Whi:te l!oao~e -en September 8, 1976. 

Your message reflects a number of misapprehensions on 

your part concerning the matter of the Soviet pilot who 

landed in Japan. There was no initiative of any kind by 

the United States with respect to this pilot. Upon his 

arrival, in J~a~ he signified his desire to seek asylum in 
• j •• 

f 

am: QO\m5Py • Using normal and accepted procedures in such 

cases to confirm the genuineness and voluntary character of 

this request, the United States Government followed its 

traditional policy. In view of widespread public interest 

in the matter, it was considered appropriate to make known, 

by means of a public announcement, that it had been decided 

to respect the wishes of the pilot. Consequently, I cannot 

accept the assertions in your message that the United States 

was either "eager" to take the pilot or "urged" him in any 

way to take the action he did. No action of the United 

States involved either violenc7~ unlawful methods~~ 

I will welcome the opportunity to receive your Foreign 

Minister when he visits Washington and look forward to a 

comprehensive discussion of our relations. I am, of course, 

prepared to discuss the above matter with Mr. Gromyko if 

that is his desire but wanted to be certain even 
D "' ."' < \ 
~ 

... 
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that there should be no further misapprehensions on your 

part con~erning the actual facts. 

It is not of course appropriate for me to comment on 

aspects of this case that are entirely a matter between 

Japan and the Soviet Union. 

May I state in conclusion that I and my Administration 

remain committed to the course of improved relations between 

our countries on the basis of reciprocity and mutual benefit 

and restraint. I will look forward to the talks with Mr. 

Gromyko in that spirit. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Ti0:2~B 

......... 

0~ ~UEHKO #3g18 2!90930 
0 150~1~Z S~P 76 
F~ A"!M~A~SY TOK'O 

TO SECSTATE WA3HOC !MMEOIAT! ~281 

1 ''0 COMUSJAPAN IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC MQNO~ULU 
CJCS WASi'tOC 
ff' GEn~G! G M!AOE MO 
DIA \U$MDC 
C!T 4 YOI<OTA AS 
CSAI' WASHOC 
C~O WA!HOC 
C:tA w~SMOC 
ClNCPACAF ~!CKAM A,B HAWAII 
CtNCPACF~T MA~ALAPA HAWAII 
JCS WASHDC 
AMEMB~SSY MOSCOW PRtORtTY 

I ! e ~ ! ';TOKYO 13918 

L~M~l$. 
!~c. 118~21 XGOS~2 
TAGSa ~INT, MARRJ JA, UR 
SU8J'ECT1 ftt iG~a!S 
REFI ~O~YO 13839 

• 

1~ ~EOlA sePTEMS~~ 15 SURFACED S'ORtES lTTRI!UT!O TO "KNOW~EOGA5~! 
$QU~C!S" TO EFF!CT THAT JOA AND MOFA WERE NOW CONSIDERI~G C~5A 
T~ANSPQRT OF M!Gt ALONG LINES PAR4 a ~!FTEL. ~EPG~T5 NO TED THAT 
TMlS ~AS JOA PROPOSAL AND TMAT MOFA WAS CONCE~N!O A!OUT POSS%8~~ 
e•D EFP!CT ON 80Vt!T RE~ATtONS, BUT WAS PRiPA~!Q '0 GO A~ONG 
tP T~tS WAS ONLY SO~UTIQN: CACCOROING TO ~HK ENG~IS~•LA~GUAGE 
LANGUAG! NEWS, ~Q~A ~EMAIN!O ~PPOSEO TO USE OF C•eA, BUT ~OFA 
SOU~CF! TO~O US •?H!¥ WERE PRESUM&ASLY ?R4NS~AT!NG STALE 
NI!WS", l 

2~ !MSOFF M!T WITH FONOFF seCURITY DIVISION CHI!F SATO S!PT. 1e 
TO ~E·!~PHASIZE URGENCY TO WORK CUT P~O~PT ARRAMGE~!NTS . 
FOR !~~LOITtNG MIG . SAOT SAtO GOJ CDNS!DE~ATlO~ OF ~ATTER 
HAO ~nyED FRO• !.XP~ORATORV STAGE TO P~EPA~ATION OF CO~CRETE 

* • • * * * * * * • * w * w * • WHSR COM~!NT * * * • * * * • * * * * * * • 



8 E G R .E 'P 

PROP0$8~ ~HlCH h~ MOP!O TO BE A!~E TO PRESE T SOON, POS3t9~V . 
8V ~l~~~~D. PROPOSAL WI~L S! ALONG ~l~E5 C5 AIR~IFT SCENAR I O ~ 
SATO SAlD THAT PROPOSA~ HAS BEE~ CLEARED ~y JCA M!NlSTER SA~ATA 
ANO a~ ~O~A V!C! ~ INISTER SATO . SATO EXPRESS~~ CQNFlOfNCg 
THAT' ~ONM!N KOSAKA ~OULD APPRDVf P~OPOSAL WtTHOUT Q!LAY, .. ANC 
TMOUGwt· THf~E WAS ~~~df CHANC~ 'HAT PRl~! ~IN!S1f~ ~S 4P,ROVA~ 
C~ULO Bi OSTAlN!O SOMETIME S!,TEMBER 17TM• 

;s~. 0A'1'!- IC!!T SAME OAY !'rH JOA V!C! ~!N%5TER ~ARUV.MA 
WHO Co~F!~MED J OA FCNDFF ~G~EEMENT ON C•5 SCENARlO 4NO aAtO 
THAT U$G COULO EXPECT VERY GOOD NEWS SOON •. ·H!' SAl~ D!TAl~S NOW . 
UNQ!R SCRUTINY ~y CA8!~ET LIGA~ AFFAl~$ DFFlC! AND TMAT :CAB!N~T 
CHl!' $EC~!?A~¥ AL~!AOY eRIEF£0, SEPARA'-i 
OlSCUSSlON !E1W!!N At~~TT ANO J•SOF GENERA~ N4MATAMf OJSC~OS£0 
fHAT' JASQ, NO~ ~QR~tNG OUT D!TAI~ED ARRANGEM~NT~ PO~ PRQ~PT 
lMPLE~!HTATIQ" 0' C~5 8CENARlO ~HEN AP,R0¥!0 ~ A%RATT RE~QRTtNG 
O!TAI~S S!PARAT!LY~ 

. -
4~ tN COHT~CTS T004Yt W! ~!~I!V!O MOT TO HAVE O!T!CTEO 
A~V l~OICATtON TH'T R!C!NT" CABIN~T ~f5~~FP~£ ~I~ELY TO 
AFFECT' ~Oq~ARO ~OV!M!NT ON TMlS MATTER , 

5~,0!$P%T! TAS$ CRITIClSM OF JAPAN %N REGARD TO BE~!NKO 
OJ~!~TlON ANO OlSPOIITI ON OF MIG) G~V!N MOOEST COVE~AGE H!Rf) 
I.OCAL.! . SOVIET' P!AC1'ION RATHE~ !.0"1 I<EY.~ l<ElOANREN 
THOUGHt· -~8ASSADOR ~O!.ANSKY M%GMT BEG OFP OtNNE~ ~!IDANRfN 
~A8 ' ~~~J!eC HIM JO A$ GES~URE OF APPRECIATION OF OO~O~S 
~!C~'tlO~ JN ~QSCOW, !UT,HE •TTENDfO IN GOOO SPtRTTS. 
80Vl!T' ~l~lT~RY ATTJCHE CDOYE~ OF ATTACH! CORPS) HARO~Y 
"1!NTION!O MIG A't ' ATTAC~tl! L.UNCH 51!f'lTEM8eR US, 4NO SOVIET 
SM!ASSY COUNS!LCR AT ~UNCH WlTM !MBOFF SAME OAV CRXTIClZ.D 
J~PANe!! -!!HAVlOR CHE AVO!OfO CRITI CISM OF USl, ANO HANQ£C 
OV!R COPY OF TAS$ ~%!tEt au,- HANDLfO ISSUE tN UNe~O,tONA~ 
~ASMION (S!PT!~). 

5~ . CAO tN,QRM!O tHAT UK AMB~SSAOOR ON !NSTRUe?ION HAS ASKED 
~bFA FQR •e~ES$ TO MtG• BUT WE REGARD THIS 4S P~O FORMA SeSTURE 
~OT' Lt~!~V TO CO"PLtCAT.! SCENARIO~ 
!'tOOGSON 
!T 

DTG;1!.9l5Z SEP 78 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 5222 

ADMINISTRATIVELY INFORMATION 
CONFIDENTIAL ~tember 20, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR BRENT SC~ (J) .. ) 
FROM: Mr. Clift 

SUBJECT: Telegram to the President from 
Belenko1 s Mother and Wife 

The mother and wife of Lt. Belenko, the recent Soviet defector, on 
September 17 sent the President a telegram (at Tab A) from 
Khabarovsk urging that he assist in Belenko1 s return to the USSR. 
Our informal translation of the telegram is as follows: 

11The President. The White House. From the mother 
and wife of Belenko. Our son and husband ~uld not 
voluntarily remain abroad. For us, this is a great mis­
fortune. We earnestly ask (beg) that you render assistance 
in his return home. L. S. Belenko. L. P. Belenko. 11 

The telegram, which appears to be genuine, is another example of the 
Soviets• great unhappiness over the episode and aching desire to get 
their hands on Belenko again. If all else fails, try the heartstrings. 

I forward the telegram for your information. No further action is 
necessary. 

* 

I would note that you probably will wish to pass the telegram to CIA £0 
the Agency 1 s Belenko file. 

ADMINISTRATIVELY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

7 
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1 1 PM 3 l ~ 
WN5 40 VIA RCA 

KHABAROVSKUSSR 0625 SEPTEMBER 17 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

OT MATER! I JENY BELENKO.NASH SYN I MUJ BELENKO NE MOG 

DOBROVOLNO OSTATISYA ZA GRANITSEY. DLIA NAS BOLSHOE GORE, 

UBEDITELNO PROSIM OKAZAT SODEISTVIE V EGO VOZVRASHENII 

NA RODINU-

BELENKO L S BELENKO L P 
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WHITE HOUSE 

9/17/76 I 

TO: BRENT SCQWCROFT 

Rober~r 
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USSR GIVES JAPANESE ENVOY PROTEST NOTE ON MIG INCIDENT 

OW221253 TOKYO KYODO IN ENGLISH 12~8 GMT 22 SEP 76 OW 

CTEXT> TOKYO, SEPT 22, KYODO--THE SOVIET UNION WEDNESDAY 
CHARGED THAT JAPAN MAS AGGRAVATED RELATIONS B~TwEEN THE TWO. 
COUNTRIES BY FORCI&LY HATDING OVER TO THE UNITED STATES A RUSSIAN 
DEFECTOR AIR FORCE OFFICER WHO, IT ALLEGiD , KIGHT HAVi BEiN UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE Of NARCOTIC DRUGS. 

THE CHARGE WAS MADE IN A WRITTEN STATEMENT OF PROTEST DELIVERED 
TO DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER KElSUKE ARITA AT THE F"ORk.IGN OfflC£ 
BY SOVIET AMBA~SADOR TO JAPAN DMITRlY POLYANSKIY , 

IT WAS THE SECOND STATEMENT F"ILED BY THE SOVIET UNION WITH 
JINNTBBNSitPTEMBER 6 INCIDENT IN WHICK THE SOVIET 
PILOT, LIEUTENANT VlKTOR IVANOVICH BELENKO, fLEW TO A COMMERCIAL 
AIRPORT IN KOKKAlDO IN A SOVIET TOP-SECRET MIG-25 COMBAT PLANE 
:"0 SEEK ASYLUI1 IN THE UNITED STATES , 

THE PREVIOUS ONE , DEMANDING AN IMMEDIATE RETURN TO . TkE 
SOVIET UNION OF THE AIRCRAfT AND THE PILOT, WAS DlLlVERiD ALSO. 
TO ARITA BY POLYANSKIY ON S.EPTDiBER 9 ONLY HOURS BEFORE THE DEFECTOR 
WAS FLOWN TO THE UNITED STATES , 

THE LATEST STATEMENT SAID THAT THE SOVIET UNION, IN MAKING 
THE DEMAND, ASKED JAPAN TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE GOODNEIGHBORLY 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES IN MAKING THE DECISION OW 
THE INClDEt-JT , 

JAPAN, HOWEVER, "CHOSE TO STRAIN THE JAPAN-SOVIET RELATIONS" 
BY DELIBERATELY DISREGARDING THE SOVIET DEMAND, IT SAID , 

fOLLOWING REPEATED REQUESTS Of" THE SOVIET UNION FOR PERMISSION 
TO INTERVIEW B~LENKO BY A SOVIET OFFICIAL ON THE BASIS Of 
JAPAN-SOVIET CONSULAR AGREEMENT, THE STATEMENT SAID JAPAN FINALLY 
ALLOWED SUCH AN INTERVIEW SHORTLY BEFORE THE PILOT WAS kANDEO 
OVER TO THE UNITED STATES . BUT THE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED IN SUCH 
AN "ABNORMAL CONDITION" THAT BELENKO WAS SURROUNDED BY JAPANESE 
POLICEMEN AND OTHER AUTHORITIES, 11 SAID . 

THIS CLEARLY SHOWED THAT THE SOVIET PILOT WAS UNDER THE INFLuENCE 
Of "NARCOTICS" SO THAT HE COULD NOT TALK FREELY WITH THE SOl/lET 
OFFICIAL , THE STATEMENT SAID . 

UNDER SUCk CIRCUMSTANCES, THE SOVIET OFFICIAL COULD NOT CONFIRM 
THAT TilE SOVIET PILOT VAS WISHING TO SEEK ASYLUM IN TH~ UNITED 
STATES OF HIS OWN fREE WILL , IT SAID . 

THE STATEMENT CLAIMED THAT BELENKO WAS SENT TO THE UNITED 
STATES UNDER THE TIGHT SECURITY GUARD Of u.s . "SPECIAL SERVICE" 
AGENTS. 

REGARDING THE AIRCRAFT, WHICH IS BEING HELD BY JAPANESE 
AUTHORITIES FOR INVE:>TIGATION INTO SUSPECTED INTRUSION Of 
THE JAPANESE TERRITORIAL AIR SPACE BY THE PLANE, T11E STATEMENT 
SAID THAT JAPAN SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO EXAMINE THE PLANE 
FREELY IN VIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAWS AND PRACTICES AND THE 
GOOD NEIGHBORLY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

JAPAN'S CLAIM FOR THE RIGHT TO EXAMINE THE PLANE IS GROUNDLESS 
AND "ARTIFICIAL." THIS CAN BE PROVED CLEARLY BY THE FACT THAT 
A "THIRD COUNTRY" IS TAKING PART IN THE EXAMINATION Of THE PLANE , 
THE STATEMENT SAID , 

IT SAID TkAT THE PLANE IS SOVIET NATIONAL PROP~RTY AND ADDEO 
THAT JAPAN'S ACTS CONCERNING THE PLANE AND THE PILOT ARE UNLAWfUL , 
ALL CONSEQUENT RESPONSIBILITIES ARE TO BE BORNE BY JAPAN , TliE 
STATEMENT SAID . 

t 

THESE " UNFRIENDLY ACTS" Of JAPAN WILL "BRING GRAVE CONSEQuENCES" 
IN THE PRESENT AND fUTURE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRilS , 
IT SAID. 

AFTER POLYANSKIY READ THE STATEi'IENT , THE DEPUTY FOREIGN l'llNISTER 
SAID IN REPLY THAT THE· STATEMENT WOULD BE DULY CONVEYED TO. 
FOREIGN MINISTER ZENTARO KOSAKA , ALTHOOOH "SOli~ POINTS IN THE 
STATEMENT ARE UNACCEPTABLE." 

ARITA SAID THAT JAPAN WAS DEALING WITH THE INCIDENT ENTIRELY 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INTERNATIONAL LAWS AND PRACTICES, 

FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS SAID TkAT THEY WILL HAVE TO STUDY 
THE SOVIET STATEMENT CLOSELY SHORE DECIDING WHiTHER OR NOT 
TO MAKE AN Q}fiClAL REPLY , 
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FBIS69 ~~l!t 
TASS COMMENTATOR: HANDLING OF MIG AIMED AT UNDERMINING USSR DEFENSE 

LD231536 MOSCOW TASS IN ENGLISH 1520 GMT 23 SEP 76 LD 

<"TO THE DETRIMENT OF SOVIET-JAPANESE RELATIONS"--TASS HEADLINE) 

CTEXT> MOSCOW, SEPTEttlSER 23, TASS--TASS POL IT !CAL CONMENTATOR 
YURIY KORNILOV WRITES: 

THE JAPANESE NEWSPAPER "AKAHATA" TODAY ISSUED AN EDITORIAL 
HICH POINTS OUT THAT THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF JAPAN IS FIRMLY 

)ROTESTING AGAINST JAPANESE AND u.s. EXPE.RTS SCRUTINISING 
HE SOVIET MILITARY AIRCRAFT THAT MADE A LANDING IN ThE 
ERRITORY OF JAPAN, AND IS INSISTING THAT THE AIRCRAFT BE 

tMMEDIATELY RETURNED TO THE SOVIET UNION. "AKAhATA" EMPHASIZES 
HAT THE ACTIONS OF THE JAPANESE AUTHORITIES THAT ARE GUIDE.D 
Y THE JAPANESE-U.S. MILITARY ALLIANCE, WHICH HAS TURNED INTO. 

SOuRCE OF HEIGHTENING TENSION IN ASIA, SUBORDINATE JAPAN'S 
FOREIGN POLICY TO THE JAPANESE-u.s. SECURITY TREATY. 

EARLIER, MANY NEWSPAPERS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES INCLUDING JAPAN 
POINTED OUT WITH GOOD REASON THAT THE JAPANESE AUTHORITIES, 

CTING IN COOPERATION WITH AMERICAN SPECIAL SERVICES , ON THE 
LEA OF "CONCERN FOR JAPAN'S DEFENCE," ARE STAGING IN POINT 

OF FACT A SABOTAGE OPERATION WHICH IS AIMED AT UNDERMINING 
HE DEFENCE OF THE USSR. THIS IS OPENLY SPOKEN OF BY GFFICIALS 

I N THE USA. THUS, GEORGE BUSH, DIRECTOR OF THE CIA, DECLARED 
ON TELEVISION RECENTLY THAT THE INSPECTION OF THE SOVIE.T MILITARY 

IRCRAFT IS A BONANZA FOR THE u.s. SECRET SERVICE WHICH, 
AS IS WELL KNOWN, IS FAR FROM BEING CONCERNED AtiOUT "DEFENCE 
OF JAPAN" AND THE TASK OF WHICH IS TO UNDERMINE ThE DE.FENCE. 
CAPACITY OF THE USSR AND OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE SOCIALIST 
COMMUNITY. 

THE CONTINUATION OF THIS KIND OF OPERATIONS WITH THE SOVIET 
AIRCRAFT, THE REFUSAL TO RETURN IT IM~EDIATELY TO THE 
SOVIET UNION, NATURALLY CANNOT BUT AFFECT SOVIET-JAPANESE 
RELATIONS KOST NEGATIVELY. IF SOME IN TOKYO THINK DIFFE.RENTLY, 
THEY ARE UNDER A DEEP MISAPPREHENSION. 
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