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WHITE HOUSE "THINK TANI<" SE"SSION 

\.1I NORITY BUSINESS DEVELOP'~ENT ORGANIZATIONAL ANALYSIS 

\t1ARCH 14, 1975 

OPENING STATPv1ENT 

BY 

STANLEY S. SCOTT, SPE"C IAL ASS I STANT TO THE PRES I DENT 

GOOD AFTERNOON ..•• WELCO\AE TO WASH I NG TON ..... WELCO'~E 

TO THE WHITE HOUSE. ON BEHALF OF T~E PRESIDENT, I WOULD 

LI KE TO PERSONALLY THAN!< YOU FOR YOUR ATTENDANCE AND 

PARTICIPATION IN THIS "THIN!< TANI<" SESSION ON 'V11NORl1Y 

BUSINESS DEVELOP\AENT. THIS UNPRECEDENTED SESSION, IN 

fl/\Y VIEW, REPRESENTS A TRE'V1E NDOUS OPPORTUNITY FOR 

CONCERNED Arv1ERICANS TO I 'APACT POSITIVELY 01\J NATIONAL 

POLICY TOWARD \~INORITIES. I WOULD Lll<E FOR YOU TO KNOW 

THAT THOSE OF US WORKING IN THIS ADn.AINISTRATION SEE THIS 

SESSION AS son.AETHING V\ORE THAN JUST AN EXERCISE IN RHETORIC. 

PRES !DENT FORD, AS V1ANY OF YOU IN THIS AUDIENCE ARE AWARE, 
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ISSUED A STATE"AENT TO DEPART/\AENT AND AGENCY HEADS LAST 

DECE'V\BER ••• STRESS ING P--IAT AN I 'V1PORTANT OBJECT I VE OF HIS 

ADI\AINISTRATION WOULD BEASSISTANCETO '~INORITIES TO FURTl-fER 

ALLOW PARTICIPATION IN THE ECONO'~IC BENEFITS OF THE PRIVATE 

ENTER PR I SE SYSTE'\t 

IN THAT STATE'V\FNT, THE PRESIDENT ADDEO: "DURING THIS 

DIFFICULT ECONO'V11C PERIOD, '~ANY "'11NORITY BUSINESSES 

ARE PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE. THEY NEED EVERY YELP Tl-fE 

GOVERNI\AENT CAN REASONABLY PROVIDE. IT IS ESPECIALLY 

. I 'V\PORTANT, THEREFORE, T1--IAT YOUR AGENCY LOOI< FOR EVERY 

APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY FOR "AINORITY BUSINESSES TO 

PARTICIPATE IN GOVERN\!1ENT PROGRA~S AS CONTRACTORS, 

SUBCONTRACTORS, BANl<'ERS, ETC., AND THAT 'V\ANAGE\~ENT, 

TECHNICAL AND Fl NANC IAL ASS I STAf\lCr BE PROVI OED \NHENEVER 

FEASIBLE." ALL WELL AND GOOD. BUT WYY THIS ~EETING TODAY? 

S 11\APLY BECAUSE THOSE OF US IN GOVfRN'~ENT WOULD BE 

THE Fl RST rn ACl<NOWLEDGE THAT WE DO NOT 1-JAVF ALL OFTI-JF 6i ro ('J) 
I ::0 

c:.: 



... 
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ANSWERS TO 'V1ANY OF Tl-fE AGE-OLD PROBLE''1S YET TO B[ 

RESOLVED. HOWEVER, TYERE IS 'v1ORE TO IT THAN THAT. 

ALL TOO OFTEN GOVERNV1ENT DECISIONS AFFECT I NG THE 

HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS OF 'V11LLIONS OF A\/\ERICANS ARf 'v1ADE 

HERE IN WASHINGTON WITHOUT INPUT FRO'~ LARGE SEG'V1ENTS 

OF THE POPULATION THAT THESE FEDERAL DECISIONS ARE INTENDED 

TO ASSIST. 

WITH THIS VIEW IN \'11ND, THE OFFICE OF V1ANAGE'v1ENT 

AND BUDGET AGREED THAT WE SHOULD GAIN AS 'V1UCH INFOR''1ATION 

AS POSSIBLE FRO\/\ THOSE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVfD AND COt\lCERNED 

WITH 'V11NORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE BEFORE DECIDING ON 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS OF THE GOVERN\'1ENT' S \'1 I NOR I TY BUS INES S 

PROGRA'V1. WE LOOK TO THIS SESSION AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 

OPEN AND CANDID DISCUSSION OF INITIATIVES, PROBLE~'1S ANO;(~ Fo1y<> 
<,, 

I a 
A CRITICAL AND CONSTRUCTIVE ANALYSIS OF WHAT \/\UST BE a: j 
DONE TO 'V1AKE THE V11NORITY BUS INFSS PROGRA''1 \/\ORE EFFECTIVE. .. ·/ 

IN ORDER THAT WE 'v11Gl-fT DELIVER BETTER SERVICES TO ' '1ORE 

PEOPLE FOR YEARS TO COV1E. 



- 4 -

IN THAT SAY\E SPIRIT OF BEi NG CANO I 0--BUT NOT SELF-

DEFEATI NG--1 WOULD URGE THAT Wt DO NOT USE Tl-11S FORU\11 

FOR PERSONAL AND INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS. BUT, INSTEAD, 

TO PROVIDE INPUT FOR THE OVERALL PROGRA v1 I t\J·TER'v1S OF 

DIRECTIONS AND GOALS. 

I WOULD HOPE THAT YOU WOULD CONSIDER THIS FORUV1 AS 

A DIALOGUE. .. A TALl<lt\JG WITH SESSION ... AS OPPOSED TO A 

TALl<ING TO EXERCISE. WE NEED AND WANT YOUR INPUT SO 
. -1=o\ 

~. THAT THE AD\11 IN I STRATI ON 'v1 I GHT STRENGT~EN 'v1 I NOR ITY ;~~-
1
~ 

I~ /l 
} 

BUS I NESS PROGRA'v\S. '\ J 
WILLIArv1 BAROODY.JR., ASSISTANT TO Tl-1F PRESIDENT FOR 

WHITE HOUSE PUBLIC LIAISON AND A COLLEAGUE OF rv11NE, W1 LL 

GIVE YOU A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF HOW WE ATTE'½PT TO 'v1AINTAIN 

THE PRESIDENT'S "OPEN DOOR" POLICY BY INVOLVING AS '\11ANY 

A'½ER ICANS AS POSSIBLE IN DEVELOP I NG AD~-A IN I STRATI ON POLI CY. 

BAROODY WILL BE FOLLOWED BY WALTER SCOTT, ASSOCIATF 

DI RECTOR FOR ECONO'AICS AND GENERAL GOVERN\AcNT, OFFICE OF 

'v1ANAGEV1ENT AND BUDGET. WALLY WILL PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF 

THE 'v11NORITY BUSINESS STUDY SIJ\~'ViARY. 


