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0 R 8:00 P. 1\/\. RELEASE, FR I DAY, l\/1A RC H 7, 1975 

I< I NG GEORGE GRAND LODGE 
Fl RST ANNUAL DINNER DANCE 

IN HONOR OF 
STATE SENATOR OWEN HENRY JOHNSON 

HUNTINGTON TOWN HOUSE 
HUNTINGTON, LONG IS LAND, N. Y. 

BY: 
THE HONORABLE 
STANLEY S. SCOTT 
SPECIAL ASS I STANT 
TO THE PRES I 0FNT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 



GRAt\JD \AASTER GEORGE SPARl<S, DISTINGUISHrD DAIS GUF5TS, 

'AE 'ABERS AND FR I ENDS OF TYE I< I NG GEORGE LODGE, QE\~QC RATS, 
-)~ ( , .. tr~' V7 INDEPENDENTS AND FELLOW REPUBL !CANS WHO ARE COURAGEOUS 

ENOUGH TO I DENT! FY THE'~SELVES: 
\ .. 

~?'BEFORE I GO ANY FURTHFR, LET ' ~E TAl<F TYi S OPPORTUNITY 

TO THA"JI< YOU FOR YOUR l<'I t-JD I NVITATI O"J TO RF WI TH 1H IS 

FINE GROUP OF A\~ERICANS. JUST BEFORE CO '~ING INTO • 

T'--ilS ROO '~ I WAS INFOR '~ED Tl--fAT PRES 1nENT FORD IS RACV If\! 

WASHINGTON ADDRESSING THE REPURLl('AN LFA0ERSHIP 

CONFERENCE .... I''~ HERE WIT'--1 YOIJ .... SO TYAT'S JUST G0 EAT. 

T'--iEN AGAIN, BOB STRAUSS, THE DE'AOCRATIC NATIOl\lAI rYAIR -

~AN, HAS BEEN SPENDING \.~ORE AND '~ORE OF HIS Tl ~F TA!l<'ING 

TO LARGE GROUPS .•.. NOT AUDIENC'E"S ..... DE'~OCRAT CAN0lnATES 

FOR PRES I DENT! 

SER I OUS LY, I A'~ DEL I GHTED TO RE 1--fERE IN '"V ADOPTED 

HO'AE TOWN TO 10 IN ALL OF YOU I l\l PAY I t\JG TR I ~UTE TQ OUR 

FR I END OWEN HENRY .IOHf\lSON. A '~AN W4O, I f\l 43 VEAR~ feS',, 0 
, ..., CJ.I\ 
I ;JI 

:J>., ·':; , 
'· / .. 
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ACCO '~PLISHED WHAT FEW OF US ACCO '~PLISY IN A LIFE Tl'~F. 

HIS OFFICIAL BIOGRAPLfY READS Lll<E SO \~E OF TJ,OSE I YAVF 

VIEWED OF GREAT STATES '~EN ON OFFICIAL WHITF HOUSE OR 

WASHINGTON VIS I TS. 

A SON OF THE TOWN OF BABYLON, A GRADUATE OF HOFSTRA 

COLLEGEWYOSERVED INTHEUNITr STATES \~ARINE CORPS 

IN WORLD WAR 11. AN I f\JSURANCr 8ROl<ER, A '~E'~BER ANO 

FOR '~ER COUNCIL'V1AN OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST LUT'--IERAN 

CHURCH, CHA I RV1AN OF THE BABYLON TOWN UN IT OF THE" 

SALVATION AR '~Y, A '~E ~RrR OF THF ~OAR0 OF DIRECTORS 

FOR THE SOCIETY OF T'--fE ITALIAN EDUCATION FU 10, A 10 

'~ANY OTHER CIVIC, PROFESSIONAL AND CO '~'~UNITY ORGANIZATIONS. 

LET US NOT FORGET THAT--IN THIS NON-PARTISAl\J GATl-·ffRING--
,~sy' . I 

OWEN JOHNSON I~ STAUNCH RFPUBLI CA3/Af\JD A '~E"~BER OF 

THE SUFFOLI< COUNTY REPU~LICAN CO '~ ~ITTEE FOR THE I0STY 

DISTRICT. IN OTHER WORDS, HE IS AN I t\JVOLVFD A\AER I CAN. ANO, 

OF COURSE, OWES ALL OF HIS SUCCrSS ANO GOO!) FORTU~1ETO 
/ 
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HIS WONDERFUL WIFE, CHRISTEL WYAT I A'~ TALl<'ING ABOUT 

IS CITIZENSHIP---WHICH REALLY 'AEANS BEING RESPONSIBLE 
, All} 

CI Tl ZENS. WE CAN°fTAl<'E A PAGE FRO\A THE LI FE OF OWEN JOHNSO'\! ... 

BEi NG INVOLVED CI Tl ZENS. WHATEVER THE ECONO'A IC OR ENl:RGY 

PROBLEV1S, WE CAN RESOLVF THESE PROBLE'AS IF WE WOP!<' 

TOGETHE"R AS RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS. THIS IS WHY PRESI0ENT 

FORD HAS FAITH IN THE BELIEF THAT THE CONGRESS WILL ULTl'AATELY 

RES POND TO THEW I LL OF Tl-IE A'V'ER I CAN PEOPLE AND SERVE 

NATIONAL RATHER THAN NARROW INTERESTS. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IS PERFOR'~ING AS 

A RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN. THE PRESIDENT HAS PRESENTED TO 

THE CONGRESS A CO'V\PREHENS IVE PACKAGE OF PROPOSALS TO 

DEAL WITY OUR ECONOV\IC AND ENERGY PROBLE'~S. WE ARE 

STILL WA I Tl NG ON SOV\E ACTION FRO'A THE CONGRESS. WHFN 

WE TALK ABOUT BEING GOOD A'V1ERICANS ... BEING RESPONSIBLE 

CITIZENS ... WE ARE ALSO TALKING ABOUT REACHING OUTT -

HELP OTYERS. 
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I AV\ FREQUENTLY ASl<ED AROUND THE COUNTRY, "IS THE 

CIVIL RIGYTS V\OVE'AENT DEAD?" "~Y CONSISTENT AND 

PERS I STENT ANSWfR IS A LOUD NO. THE E'\APHAS IS OF CAREFUL 

PLANNING IN AND EXECUTION OF ECONO'AIC PROGRA"~S IS Tl-IE 

ORDER OF THE DAY. TYE ERA OF CONFRONTATION IN P-IE 601S 

HAS BEEN REPLACED WIT!-f A FAR LESS DRA"AATIC, BUT I BELi EVE 

A 1\1\0RE DIFFICULT BUT PRODUCTIVE l'Vl'AEDIATE AND LONG RANGE 

PROGRA"A. 

1\/\INORITIES HAVE CONCENTRATED ON THE POLITICAL APPROACI-I. 

GREATER E'\APHASIS ON REGISTRATION PROGRA"AS, DEFINING POLITICAL 

ISSUES AND APPROACHING THE VOTING BOOTH IN LARGER NUV\BER. 

TYE SIXTIES CONSTITUTED AN EXA'V11NATION OF Tl--fEWRONGS: 

THE SEVENTIES AN APPLICATION OF THE REV\EDIES. DEALING WITH 

TYESE QUESTIONS REQUIRES SCALPEL AND SUTURES, NOT P--fE 

BO I LI NG CAULDRON OF A FEW YEA RS AGO. 

THIS IS THE WORI< THAT IS NOW UNDERWAY. IT IS THE 

WORI< THAT LOGICALLY FOLLOWS THE SY"~BOLIC' AND LE j / 
a: 
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GAINS 'V1ADE BEFORE. IT IS Tl-fE PAYOFF ON Tl-fOSE GAINS. W~ILE 

I TYi NI< WE '~UST AGREE THAT PROGRESS HAS BEEN "~ADE, I WOUL0 

ADD THAT THERE CAN NEVER BE ENOUG H PROGRESS UNTIL ALL 

A1~ERICANS ARE ASSURED OF PARITY ACROSS THE BOARD. 

SO 'AETI '~ES IT'S EVEN HARD FOR STUDENTS OF RACE RELATIONS 

TO UNDERSTAND THE CIVIL RIGYTS l\!1OVE'AENT BECAUSE WE ARE 

TALKING ABOUT NEW TACTICS IN THE 70'5 TO RESOLVE ADDITIONAL 

PROBLEV\S CREATED BY PROGRESS '\AADE DURING Tl-fE PAST DECADE. 

'V1OST OF Tl-fE SY'\ABOLIC, EARLY GAINS STEV"~ING FRO '~ CIVIL 

CONFRONTATION ARE BEHIND US. Wl-fAT RE'V1AINS IS THE LESS 

SPECTACULAR TAS I< OF RESOLVING THE ~~ORE CO '~PLEX AND 

DIFFICULT ISSUES AHEAD IN THE FIELD OF HU 'AAN RIGHTS AS 

WELL AS 'V11NORITY RIGl-fTS. IT IS, 11\J VIFW, INDEE0 A 

SIC-N OF "~ATURITY TYAT IN TEN YEARS CIVIL RIC-YTS 

ENFORCEV\ENT HAS BECO'V1E A PART OF THE PAS IC FABRIC OF 

AMER I CAN LI FE. 
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IN THE 60' S WE WERE ENGAGED IN THE PROCESS OF FREE I NG 

OURSELVES FRO\~ Tl-IE 'V1ENTAL CI-IAINS OF SLAVERY AN SECON0-

CLASS CITIZENSHIP. THROUGH PLOOD, SWEAT ANP TEARS WE 

PRESSED OUR BILL OF PARTICULARS BEFORE THE A\~ERICAN 

PUBLIC WITY SIT-INS, JAIL-INS .AND COUNTLESS OTYER FOR"~S 

OF V1ASS PROTEST. 

NOW THE TACTICS HAVE CHANGED. '~OST OF TYE LAWS ARE 

NOW ON THE BOOl<S. WE HAVE PUBLIC ACCO'V1ODATI ONS AND 

VOTING RIGI-ITS LAWS. WE REALIZED 11\1 Tl-IE 60'5 T'-IAT IT'S NOT 

ENOUGH TO HAVE ACCESS. WE A RE NOW ENGAGED IN LESS 

DRA'V\ATIC INVOLVEI\AENT. WE WANT TO OWN SOV1E OF THOSE 

LUNCH COUNTERS, HOTELS AND GAIN SO\~E OF THE GOVERN'V\ENT 

AND PRIVATE SECTOR CONTRACTS. WE ARf" FINALLY TATr<lNG 

ABOUT BECO"~I NG PRODUCERS AS OPPOSED TO AGE-OLD CONSU~~ERS 

IN T41S GREAT CAPITALISTIC DE'V\OCRATIC SOCIETY. WE ARE 
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FINALLY TALl<ING ABOUT GAINING A REAL PIECE OF THE 

AV\ERICAN PIE. NOW THAT WE HAVE \~ADE IT INS IDE THE 

FACILITY, WE NOW WANT A PIECE OF THE ACTION .... AND 

RIGHTLY S{)--THIS IS WHAT THE A'v1ERICAN SVSTE'v1 IS ALL 

ABOUT. 

Tl--fE 'A0'V1ENTU'V1 OF THE CIVIL RIG HTS "AOVE'~ENT IS 

CONTINUING, EXPANDING, AND ACHIEVING GREATER CONCRETE 

SUCCESSES IN BOTH OLD AND NEW AREAS OF ENDEAVOR. 

SO WYERE DO WE GO FRO~~ HERE TO ~~Al<E EQUALITY A 

REALITY FOR ALL A \AER I CANS? Fl RST, I P-11 NI<, WE ~UST 

ACl<NOWLEDGE CERTAIN TRUTHS. 

THE BLACK VOTE TODAY IS THE LEAST EFFECTIVE VOTE IN 

A'V1ERICA. WE HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN 

THE POLITICALARENA--THROUGH BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS--IN 

THE SIXTIES, BUT WE HAVE NOT LEARNED TO PARTICIPATE TOO 

WISELY. 
~ AILGW iq?S 

1--fERE'S THE SITUATIO~ TODAY--IN ~TE!!,ABER OF 1974. A 

') 
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CANDIDATE CAN ANNOUNCE FOR OFFICE AND BEFORE HE 'V\Al<ES 

HIS FIRST CAV,PAIGN SPEFCH--IF 1-fE HAPPENS TO BE A DE\~OCRAT--

HE !<NOWS THAT HE HAS FRO\~ 70 TO 80 PERCENT OF Tl--fE BLACI< VOTF 

IN HIS HIP POCKET. HOW CAN AN INDIVIDUAL OR A GROUP OF 

PEOPLE GAi N CO~'~IT'V1Er-..JTS FRO'~ POLITI CANS !<NOW THAT Tl--fEY 

HAVE THAT INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP'S VOTES AT Tl--fE OUTSET? 

WE, AS A RACIAL 'AINORITY, 1--fAVE GOTTO STOP ALLOWING 

OURSELVES TO BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED--BY TYE DF\~OCRATS, 

AND THOSE OF US WHO COUNT OURSELVES REPURLICANS--'~UST 

FIGHT TO 1\/\Al<E THE GOP LIVE UP TO ITS PRO'~ISE OF BEING Tl-fE 

"PARTY OF THE OPEN DOOR. II 

AN INDICATION OF 1--fOW STRONGLY I FEEL ABOUT THE TWO-PARTY 

SYSTE\/1 IS SIV1PLY T'--IIS: IF 70 to 80 PERCENT OF BLACI<' A'V1ERICANS 

WERE VOTING THF REPUBLICAN LI NE TODAY, I WOULD SW ITCH ,J 0 -
·) ~() 

I" <,.. 
THE DEV\OCRATIC PAPTY. ~) 

V1E SAY SOV1ETHING TO YOU A~OUT A SURE si;.· "'~RE~~IOENT .. 

QjtJ Q FORD INTENDS TO SEEK THE NOii/ii NATION OF Tl-fE REPUBLICA I PARTY AS '# ITS CANDI DATE IN 1976. 1--JE INTENDS TO RUN RR PRFS !DENT /IN 0 
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4E INTENDS TOW IN. 

THE PRESIDFNT HAS LAID BEFORE THE DE~~OCRATIC-CONTROLLED 

CONGRESS FULLY DETAILED PROGRAI\/\S TO ATTACI< RECESSION, TO 

CONTAIN OUR RECENTLY RAGING INFLATION, AND TO START FREEING 

US FRO'~ THE THREAT OF 01 L BLACl<""A rL. 

ALTHOUGH THE RESPONSE WAS DEADLY SLOW AT Fl RST, A SFNSE 

OF GREATER URGENCY VIAY NOW BE ARRIVING ON CAPITOL HILL--

AND FOR THAT WE CAN ALL BE GRATEFUL. 

AV\ERICANS ARE DEI\/\ANDING ACTION. THEY ARE RIGHTFULLY 

FEARFUL THAT SO'V\E PEOPLE IN WASHINGTOI\J ARE SO INSULATED 

THAT THEY DON'T !<NOW THE DFSPERATION OF BEING JOBLESS OR OF 

LIVI NG ON AN INADEQUATE WAGE OR PENS ION TLJAT CAN'T CATC'1 

RUNAWAY PRICES. 

THE PROBLEI\/\S WHICH THE PRES I DENT'S PROPOSALS SEFI< TO 

RESOLVE HAVE BEEN WITH US FOR SO'~E Tl~/E. WE ASK THE COI\JGRESS: 

WHERE ARE THE TOUGH, COO RD I NA TED AND CO"-~PREHENS IVE 

PROGRAI\AS WHICH OUR URGENT AND INTERRELATED PROBLE'~S DE ~AND? 

A PIECE HERE, A TOUCH THERE, DO NOT ADD UP TO AN EFFECT! F6~
0 <,· 

C'J· 
X 

.JJ 
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TOTAL P ROG RA"'~. FAR FROV\ IT. 

NOW IT COULD BE ARGUED THAT, BECAUSE OUR NATIONAL 

PROBLE'VlS ARE SO SERIOUS, WE SHOULD NOT BE WASTING Tl '\!1E 

ON THE PROBLE'VlS OF OUR PAPTY--OR ANY PARTY. 

YET IT IS PRECISElY BECAUSE OF OUR NATIONAL PRO8LE'~S 

THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL TO LOOI< TO OUR PARTY ANO ITS REVITALIZATION 

EVERYWHERE . 

. I KNOW WHAT THE POLLS S HOW--AS YOU DO--AND I TELL 

YOU WITH ALL THE FORCE I CAN CO\~'½Af\JD: 

· THE STANDING OF THIS PARTY 1-IAS HIT ITS LOWEST POINT, AS 

FAR AS I AV\ CONCERNED. IT 'VlUST CLIMB FRO'\A TYIS POINT FORWARD! 

TYE COST OF OUR FA I LU RE TO REBUILD EFFECT I \/ELY WI LL NOT 

BE 'VlEASU RED BY THE FATE OF THE PARTY I TS ELF. 

IT WI LL BE '½EASURED BY T~E DEPRIVATION OF A BASIC RI GYT 

OF ALL A"AERICANS--A CHOICE IN POLITICS. IT WI LL RE '~EASURfD 

BY THE DEATl--l OF THE EFFECTIVE 1WO-PARTY SYSTE r._~ SO VITAL TO 

THIS NATION. 
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TO CARRY OUT OUR DETER'~INATION TO \~Al<E SURE Tl--fAT 

REPUBLICANS ARE" ON THE RISE, WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO 

'V\Al<E SO'V\E FUNDAf\AENTAL Cl--fANGES IN OUR POLITICAL P--flNl<ING. 

AS A STARTER, WE 'V1UST DISCARQ THE ATTITUDE OF 

EXCLUSIVENESS THAT HAS KEPT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY'S DOOR 

CLOSED TOO OFTEN WHILE WE GIVE SPEECHES ABOUT KEEPING IT 

OPEN. 

WE 'v1UST DI SCA RD THE PETTINESS WH I~, IF CONTI NUE0, WI LL 

LEAVE Tl--fE FEW· RE'V1A IN I NG DIE HAROS OF TYE STRUGGLE FOR 

POWER ARGUING OVER WHO GETS POSSESS ION OF THE CORPSE. 

WE V\UST ERECT A TENT THAT IS BIG ENOUGH FOR ALL W!-fO CARF 

ABOUT THIS GREAT COUNTRY AND BELi EVE IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

ENOUGH TO WORI< Tl--fROUGY IT FOR CO \~I\J1ON GOALS. 

WE \~UST BE PREPARED TO OVERCO\~E THE CYNIC IS V\ OF VOTERS 

WITH CANDIDATES OF OUTSTANDING ABILITY ANO ROCl<-HARD INTEGRITY. 

PEOPLE LI KE SEN. OWEN JO!--fNSON. 

AS I AV\ SURE ALL OF YOU KNOW, THE BUDGET AND THE 

ECONO'V11C AND ENERGY PROGRA'V\S THE PRESIDENT SENT TO 
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THE CONGRESS FORECAST I\AONTHS OF PROBLE'viS STILL AYEAD. 

YET, I A'V\ CONVINCED THAT A0VERS ITY CAN BRING US 

TOGETHER-- NOT DRIVE US FARTHER APART. I AV. CONVINCED · 

THAT THE SPIRITT'1AT BUILT THIS NATION IS NEITHER DEArl NOR 

D I\IHNISHED. 

IT 'VI.UST BE AROUSED. FOR TYE GOAL WE" SEEi< -- A BETTER 

COUNTRY THROUGH BETTER CITIZENSHIP PARTICIPATION -- WILL 

DE\AAND \AORE a: us THAN 'VI.ERE PARTY SERVICE. IT WI LL onAAND 

HARD WORK, HIGH PURPOSE, ENTHUSIAS\A AND UNSHAl<ABLE FAITY 

T'1ATWEWILLATTAINA GOAL THAT IS INTHE BEST INTERESTOFTYIS 

LAND. 

TO T~IS GOAL, LET US PLEDGE OURSELVE"S TONIGHT. 

THAN!< YOU. 

# # # # # # 




