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11 THINK TANK 11 

SESSION 
WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1975 
12 :00 P .M. 

I . WELCOME TO WASHINGTON • •• THOSE OF YOU WHO CAME FROM OUTSIDE THE 
CITY . KNOrJ'ING THAT ALL OF YOU JOIN-ING US HERE TODAY ARE DOERS •••• 
WE ESPECIALLY APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT YOU LEFT BUSY SCHEDULES 
TO BE ~,,TITH US • 

PURPOSE : 
WHAT IS OUR PUH.POSE HERE TODAY 'J 
YOU ALL RECEIVED LETTERS FROM MY OFFICE REQUESTING YOUR ATTENDANCE 
AT THIS 11 THINK TANK" SESSION ••• ONE IN A SERK:ES THAT IS BEING 
CONDUCTED BY THE 1.rJHITE HOUSE IN PURSUIT OF NATIONAL UNiffl ••• AND 
TO STRIVE TOiARD T~ANSLATING NOBIE PRECEPTS INTO SOLUTIONS TO 
THE NATION ' S REMAINING SOCIAL, ECONOMIC , AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS . 

WE KNOW ••• READILY ACKNOWLEDE ••• THAT WE DON I T HA VE ALL OF THE 
ANS1tJERS ••• so, WE SOLICIT YOUR HELP AS RECOGNIZED ILE.ADERS ••• AND 
AS CONCERNED AMERICANS IN THIS EFFORT . 

I WOULD ADD THAT THIS EVENT WAS SUGGESTED BY PRESIDENT FORD 
IN THE AFTERMATH OF A MEETING AT THE WHITE HOUSE ••• SOME OF 
YOU ATTENDED THAT MEETING . 

THE PRESIDENT OF OUR COUNTRY •• .WHETHER YOU BE REPUBLICANS , 
DEMOCRATS OR INDEPENDENTS ••• HE IS OUR PRESIDENT •• • AND HAS 
PLEDGED TO BE PRESIDENT OF ALL THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND OF 
OURS ••• PRESIDENT FORD IS TRAVELLING THE COUNTRY TO TALK TO AND 
WITH THE PEOPLE ••• BLACK, WHITE AND BROWN PEOPLE . 
HE WANTS OUR INPUT •• YCXJl:t INPUT ••• AS WE HOVE TO COME UP vJITH 
SOlUTIONS IN THE WHITE ROUS~ DECISION MAKING PROCESS . 

I THINK YOU HAVE SHOWN BY YOUR WORK ••• BY YOUR TRACK RECOROO 
WHERE YOU LIVE •• THAT YOU ARE CO.MMITTED- -NOT ONLY TO BLACKS 
BUT TO A BETTER AMERICA FOR ALI OF us •• WE NEED YOU ON OUR 
TEAM •• WE WANT YOUR EXPERT HELP ••• WE WANT TO COUNT ON YOU IN 
THE MONTHS .AHEAD AS AN EXTENSION OF OUR OFFICE ••• AS WE DO 
OUR PART TO MOVE AMERICA FORWARD . -

AFTER WE MAKE SOME INTRODUCTIONS , WE WOULD LIKE TO BREAK 
OUR DISCUSSION r:x:wN INTO SEVERAL BROAD AREAS---POLITICS ' 
BUSINESS - ECONOMICS , AND EMPLOYMENT . 



II . EMPLOYMENT- -BUSINESS/ECONOMICS--POLITICS 

I SOLICIT YOUR BEST THINKING ON THESE ISSUES . OUR SECRETARIES 
WILL BE TAKING THIS INFOHMA TION DOWN ••• IT WILL BE TAKEN BA CK TO 
THE PRESIDENT , TO OUR DOMESTIC COUNCIL ••• TO THE APPROPIATE 
INDIVIDUALS MAKING DECISIONS IN THESE AREAS. 

IT HAS BEEN MY EXPERIENCE THAT WE HAVE A PRESIDENT THAT IS 
INTERESTED AND CAPABLE OF DOING THE RIGHT THING FOR OUR PEOPLE . 
VOTING RIGHTS ACT EXTENSION , BILL COLEMAN, REPEAL OF BYRD AMENDMENT 
ON RHODESIAN CHROME •• MEETINGS WITH ALL AMERICANS-- BLACK CAUCUS, 
MUHAmI'® ALI , LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS , THE BLACK 
PUBLISHERS OF AMERICA, REV . LEON SULLIVAN'S ore, THE URBAN LEAGUE, 
ETC . 

III . INTRODUCTION OF JOHN WILKES ••• NEWLY APPOINTED MINOttITIE~ DIRECTOR 
OF THE REPUBLIC.AN NATIONAL COMMITTEE . HE HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF 
OUR OFFICE AND THE ADMINISTRATION ••• WE WANT TO WORK WITH HIM ••• WE 
WANT YOU TO WORK WITH HIM ••• WE ALL NEED EACH OTHER ••• JOHN WILL GIVE 
YOU HIS OVERVIEw •• HIS PROJ~CTIONS ON WHAT HAS TO BE DONE . 

IV . FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE IS PRESENTLY INTERVIEWING AND LOOKING FOR TOP- 1.LEVEL 
BLACK CANDIDATES FOH. JOBS • WE NEED YOUR HELP IN THIS AREA • WE WANT 
YOU TO--AS INDIVIDUALS --TO SERVE AS A COMMITTEE OF ONE AND SEND US 
THE RESUMES OF TOP-LEVEL ••• QUAUFIED CANDIDATES FOR FEDERAL JOBS •• 
SPRF.AD THE WORD THAT THE CANDIDATES MUST BE QUALIFIED AND WE HAVE 
BEEN ASSURED THAT 'IREY WILL BE CONSIDERED . 

V. SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS--WRITE PAPER 

VI . THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE BUSINESSMB."N •• WORKING ·wITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 
SUCH AS OMBE AND SBA ••• WE WANT TO PROVIDE A MEANING.FUL FORUM FOR YOU 
AT THE WHITE HOUSE TO EXPRESS YOUR VIEWS TO OUR DECISION MAKERS ON 
WHAT'S RIGHT AND WHAT'S WRONG WITH THESE Pl-WGRAMS •• • PROGRAMS AFFECTING 
HUNDREDS OF MINORITY BUSINESSMEN . 


