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I WELCOME AND APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN 

YOU HERE IN CINCINNATI TODAY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

OHIO BLACK POLITICAL ASSEMBLY. I WILL TAKE THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH YOU MY VIEWS ON WHEREWEARE----

AS A PEOPLE----AND WHAT I THINK WE MUST DO TO MEET THE . 
CHALLENGES AHEAD. 

JUST LAST YEAR, THE NATI ON MARKED THE TENTH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH ON WASHINGTON--

ONE OF THE LARGEST ASSEMBLIES OF PERSONS TO PETITION THE 

GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON'S HISTORY. IN MANY WAYS, 

THOSE WERE THE nGOO D OLD DAYS 11 OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVE-

- MENT. FOR EVEN IF ITWAS A TIME OF DOGS AND WATER HOSES, 

OF AXE HAND LES AND JAIL CELLS -- OF THINGS BETTER CONS I GNFD 

TO TEXTBOOKS THAN TO MEMORY -- ITWAS A TIME OF GENUINE 

BROTHERHOOD, OF PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS, OF MORAL 

-- FERVOR, AND A SHARED BELIEF THAT JUSTICE WOULD BE DELIVERED 

SWIFTLY TO ALL THE NATION'S CITIZENS. IT WAS AN ERA T F6~0 
Q </~ i :1 
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GAVE BIRTH TO THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE CIVIL RIGHTS 

LEGISLATION SINCE RECONSTRUCTION. IN SHORT, CIVIL 

RIGHTS WAS, IN THE WORDS OF THE LATE MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, "AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAD COME. I'. 

WHERE IS THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT TODAY? HAS . 
IT BORN THE FRUIT ONCE DREAMED OF AND FOUGHT FOR? OR 

IS IT A DEAD LETTER KILLED BY VICIOUS POLITICS? ANY FAIR 

ASSESSMENT MUST CONCLUDE THAT CIVIL RIGHTS TODAY IS 

AN ESTABLISHED, VIGOROUS, SOMETIMES COMPLICATED PROGRAM 

WHICH HAS DELIVERED, AND IS STILL DELIVERING, THE MOST 

DRAMATIC SOCIAL GAINS IN RECENT HISTORY. IT I'S ALSO A 

- PROGRAM WHICH HAS MUCH WORK YET UNFINISHED. AND FINALLY, 

IT IS A MOVEMENT WHOSE SUCCESSES IN RECENT YEARS HAVE 

BEEN SHROUDED IN THE CONFUSION OF RAPID CHANGE AND THE 

POLITICS OF A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. 



- 3 -

EVEN THE MOST CASUAL OBS ERV ER OF RACE RELA Tl ONS 

TODAY CAN SEE THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRIDES OF THE LAST FEW 
t 

· -·~: ' :•>•::_ .. · 4. 

YEARS IN VIRTUALLY ALL AREAS OF ECONOMrlC, .-SO~JAL, AND 
. $ ... .. ......... • . o...'G' 

POLITICAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRY. 

A BRIEF EXAMINATION OF RECENT PERFORMANCE REVEALS 
-0- o"' ·~. 

1 ACHIEVEMENTS OF SUBSTANTIAL, OFTEN UNPRECEDENTED, 
0 .. 

DI MENS IONS. 

LET'S LOOK BRIEFLY AT THE RECORD. 

YOU MAY FIND IT INTERESTING JO KNOW THAT OUR 
~• ·: • ... I • 

. ! :··-;, : . 

GOVERNMENT'S EXPENDITURES IN CIVIL RIGHTS AND RELATED 

SOCIAL PROGRAMS WILL BE $3 1/2 BILLION IN 1975 AS AGAINST 

- $1. I BILLI ON IN 1970. WE 1 LL SPEND $604 MILLI ON IN 1975 ON 

CIVIL RIGHTS ENFORCEMENT AS AGAINST $75 MILLIO~ IN 1969. 

~'ENOTE A 400% INCREASE IN THE BUDGET OF THE EQUAL 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION DURING THE PERIOD 

BETWEEN 1970 and 1975, --- $11 MILLI ON to $53. 7. TH IS IS MOST 

SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE THE E. E. 0. ACT IS A MAJOR FOCAL PO I NT 
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ASSURING EQUALITY OF OPPORTUr~ITY FOR MINORITY CITIZENS. 

THROUGH THIS COMMISSION THE GOVERNMENT CAN: • 
• ··~~ g I •: •: : 

A. BRING SUIT IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT~ ·To:ENFORCE 

NONO I SCRIM! NATION; 

· B. FILE CIVIL ACTION AGAINST PATTERNS OF EMPLOYMENT 

DISCRIMINATIO(\J;· ·· · ·. •· ··· 

C. INVESTIGATE CHARGES INVOLVING EMPLOYEES OF STATE 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

WE ARE EXPAND ING THE GOVERNMENT'S DRUG TREATMENT 
. _; _. ·i 

CAPACITY, INC~UD ING A'VA TREATMENT PROGRAM FOR 18,000 

VETERANS. 

WE ARE ATTACKING ECONOMIC POVERTY AND OTHER SOCIAL 

ILLS THROUGH: 

A. FEDERAL OUTLAYS FOR BENEFITS TO LOW- INCOME PERSONS 

INCREASED FROM $15. 9 BILLION IN 1969 TO AN ESTIMATED 

; $32.L ·BILLIONINl975. 

B. FIVE-FOLD INCREASE IN FEDERAL FOOD AID FROM 

$1. 2 BILLI ON IN 1969 to $5. 8 BILLI ON in 197J. 
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C. AN ESTIMATED 200,000 WELFARE RECIPIENTS WI LL BE 

PLACED IN JOBS U~JDER OUR WORK INCENTIVE (WIN) 

PROGRAM. 

D. FEDERAL SUPPORT FOR EMPLOYMENT RELATED CHILD 

CAREW I LL COME TO $586 MI LL! ON IN 1975 AS AGAINST 

$143 MILLI ON IN 1970. 

I AM FREQUENTLY AS KEO AROUND THE COUNTRY, "IS THE 

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT DEAD?" MY CONSISTENT AND PERSISTENT 

ANSWER IS A LOUD NO. THE EMPHASIS OF CAREFUL PLANNING 

IN AND EXECUTION OF ECONOMIC P.ROGRAMS IS THE ORDER OF 

THE DAY. THE ERA OF CONFRONTATION IN THE 60'S HAS BEEN 

REPLACED WITH A FAR LESS DRAMATIC, BUT I BELIEVE A MORE 

DIFFICULT BUT PRODUCTIVE IMMEDIATE AND LONG RANGE PROGRAM. 

MINORITIES HAVE CONCENTRATED ON THE POLITICAL APPROACH. 

GREATER EMPHASIS ON REGISTRATION PROGRAMS, DEFINING 

POLITICAL ISSUES AND APPROACHING THE VOTING BOOTH IN LARGER 

NUMBER. 
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THE SIXTIES CONSTITUTED AN EXAMINATION OF THE 

WRONGS: THE SEVENTIES AN APPLICATION OF THE REMEDIES. 

DEALING WI TH THESE QUESTIONS REQUIRES SCALPEL AND 

SUTURES, NOT THE BOILING CAULDRON OF A FEW YEARS AGO. 

THIS IS THE WORK THAT IS NOW UNDERWAY. IT IS THE 

WORK THAT LOGICALLY FOLLOWS THE SYMBOLIC AND LEGISLATIVE 

GAINS MADE BEFORE. IT IS THE PAYOFF Of\J THOSE GAINS. WHILE 

I THINK W:_ MUST AGREE THAT PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE, I WOULD 

ADD THAT THERE CAN NEVER BE ENOUGH PROGRESS UNTIL ALL 

AMERICANS ARE ASSURED OF PARITY ACROSS THl: BOARD. 

SOMETIMES 1rs EVEN HARD FOR STUDENTS OF RACE 

- RELATIONS TO UNDERSTAND THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT BECAUSE 

WE ARE TALKING ABOUT NEW TACTICS IN THE 70's TO RESOLVE 

ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS CREATED BY PROGRESS MADE DURING 

THE PAST DECADE. MOST OF THE SYMBOL! C, EARLY GA I NS 

STEMMING FROM CIVIL CONFRONTATION ARE BEHIND US. WHAT 

REMAINS IS THl: LESS SPECTACULAR TASK OF RESOLVING THE 

. //FQ 
lo~· ,0 

(! 
~) 
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MORE COMPLEX AND DIFFICULT ISSUES AHEAD IN THE FIELD OF · 

HUMAN RIGHTS AS WELL AS Mll~ORITY RIGHTS. IT IS, IN MY 

VIEW, INDEED A SIGN OF MATURITY THAT IN TEN YEARS CIVIL 

RIGHTS ENFORCEMENT HAS BECOME A PART OF THE BASIC FABRIC 

OF AMERICAN LIFE. 

IN THE 6U's WE WERE ENGAGED IN THE PROCESS OF FREEING 

OURSELVES FROM THE MENTAL CHAINS OF SLAVERY AND SECOND-

CLASS CITIZENSHIP. THROUGH BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS WE 

PRESSED OUR BILL OF PARTICULARS BEFORE THE AMERICAN 

PUBLIC WITH SIT-INS, JAIL-INS AND COUNTLESS OTHER FORMS 

OF MASS PROTEST. 

NOW THE TACTICS HAVE CHANGED. MOST OF THE LAWS ARE 

NOW ON THE BOOl<S. WE HAVE PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS AND 

VOTING RIGHTS LAWS. WE REALIZED IN THE 60's THAT IT'S NOT 

ENOUGH TO HAVE ACCESS. WE ARE NOW ENGAGED IN LESS 

DRAMATIC INVOLVEMENT. WE WANT TO OWN SOM.E OF THOSE 

LUNCH COUNTERS, HOTELS AND GAIN SOME OF THE GOVERNMENT 
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AND PRIVATE SECTOR CONTRACTS. WE ARE FINALLY TALKING 

AB OUT BECOMING PRODUCERS AS OPPOSED TO AGE-OLD CON-

SUMERS IN THIS GREAT CAPITALISTIC DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. 

WE ARE TALKING ABOUT GAINING A REAL PI EGE OF THE AMER! CAN 

PIE. NOW THAT WE HAVE MADE IT INSIDE THE FACILITY, WE NOW 
-- - -- -:-- --.--.-- --, ... -~--: ~- ___ ....;;,... ___ ....;,.-...11,~ 

.. - -- ·, 

WANT A PIECE OF THE ACTION .... AND RIGHTLY SO -- THIS IS 

WHAT THE AMERICAN SYSTEM IS ALL ABOUT. 

THE MOMENTUM OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IS CON-

T I NU I NG, EXPANDING, AND ACHIEVING GREATER CONCRETE 

SUCCESSES IN BOTH OLD AND NEW AREAS OF ENDEAVOR. 

SO WHERE DO \JVE GO FROM HERE TO MAKE EQUAL! TY A 

- REALITY FOR A LL AMER I CANS? Fl RST, I TH INK, WE MUST 

ACKNOWLEDGE CERTAIN TRUTHS. 

THE BLACK VOTE TODAY IS THE LEAST EFFECTIVE VOTE IN 

AMERICA. WE HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

POLITICAL ARENA -- THROUGH BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS -- IN 
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THE SIXTIES, BUT WE HAVE NOT LEARNED TO PARTICIPATE TOO 

WISELY. 

HERE 1S THE S iTUATION TODAY -- IN SEPTEMBER OF 1974. 

A CANO I DATE CAN ANNOUNCE FOR OFFICE AND BEFORE HE MAKES 

HIS FIRST CAMPAIGN SPEECH -- IF HE HAPPENS TO BE A DEMOCRAT--
. -· 

HE KNOWS THAT HE HAS FROM 70 TO 80 PERCENT OF THE BLACK VOTE · 

IN HIS HIP POCKET. HOW CAN AN INDIVIDUAL OR A GROUP OF 

PEOPLE GAIN COMMITMENTS FROM POLITICIANS KNOW THAT THEY 

HAVE THAT INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP'S VOTES AT THE OUTSET? 

WE, AS A RAC I ALM I NOR I TY, HAVE GOT TO STOP ALLOW I NG 

OURSELVES TO BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED -- BY THE DEMOCRATS, 

-AND THOSE OF US WHO COUNT OURSELVES REPUBLICANS -- MUST 

FIGHT TO MAKE THE GOP LIVE UP TO ITS PROMISE OF BEING THE 

"PARTY OF THt OPEN DOOR. 11 

AN I ND I CATI ON OF HOW STRONGLY I FEEL A BOUT THE TWO-

PARTY SYSTEM IS SIMPLY THIS: IF 70 TO 80 PERCENT OF BLACK 
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AMERICANS WERE VOTING THE REPUBLICAN LINE TODAY, I WOULD 

SWITCH TO THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. . . 
WE WI LL NEVER, IN MY VIEW, Li'Ji UP ti~-QU RJ-~OLI Tl CAL 

0 •• • . ::. ~- • • .: ·/ ..:~ 

POTENTIAL AND REAP THE BENEFITS OF THE A'MER I CAN POLI Tl CAL 

SYSTEM UNTIL WE INS 1ST THAT BOTH MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES 

ACTIVELY SEEK OUT OUR VOTE. ... Jfl 

, 

I STRONGLY AGREF.WITH LOS ANGELES CONGRESSIONAL 

CANO I DATE, NORMAN HODGES, WHO STATED RECENTLY: 
• 

''THE AMERICAN TWO-PARTY SYSTEM EXISTS ALM.OST EVERY . - . 

. . 
PLACE IN THE NATION EXCEPT THE BLACK COMMUNITY. IN BLACK 

COMMUNITIES ACROSS OUR NATION ONLY ONE OF THE POLITICAL 

PARTlt:.S IS WORKING FOR US, AND A ONE-PARTY SYSTEM CAN'T 

DO AN EFFECTIVE JOB. II 

11 HEAVEN FORBID, WE HAVE TO WA IT FOR SOCIAL UNREST 

DISPLAYED IN THE STREETS TO MOTIVATE THE EXISTING DEMOCRATIC 

LEADERSHIP TO COME TO GRIPS WITH THE PROBLEMS OF SOCIA, L, ;_i=o~ 
"'<>' 

EDUCATIONAL, UNEMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC NEEDS OF THE 
J_ 

HARLEMS AND WATTS COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY. " ', y , 

\ . 
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"IF YOU SHOW ME AN A REA IN AMER I CA WHERE THERE IS 

BETTER THAN 75% DEMOCRATIC REGISTRATION, I WILL SHOW 

YOU A MAJOR METROPOLITAN PREA THAT IS ~V1lNO.R!=f)'. IF YOU 
. • • ... .. • • > . 

. 
SHOW ME AN AREA WHERE DEATH BY VIOLENT CRIMES IS FOUR 

TIMES GREATER THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE AND BLACK MALES 

A RE DY I NG FASTER BY BULLETS THAN CANCER, ' WHERE PO'C KETS . . . ' 

r, 

OF UNEMPLOYMENT WILL AVERAGE 31%, SIX TIMES HIGHER THAN 

THE NATIONAL AVERAGE, I WI LL SHOW YOU AN AREA WITH A HIGH .. 
DEMOCRATI.C _REGISTRATION. 11 

... : : .-·.· .. · ,.·. 
"THE ABSENCE OF FUNCTIONAL POLITICS AND INFLATION ARE 

TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN. IT IS PRECISELY ALL OF THE ABOVE 

CONDITIONS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO INFLATION AND ARE MULTIPLIED 

BY THE NUMBER OF MAJOR METROPOLITAN AREAS. WITHOUT PROPER 

USE OF THE BALLOT, WE ARE A VOICELESS PEOPLE. 11 

· 1N OTHER WORDS, NO ONE POLITICAL PARTY HAS EVER 

DELIVERED ALL OF ITS PROMISES, AND NO ONE POLITICAL PARTY 

WILL DELIVER ALL OF OUR NEEDS IN THE FUTURE UNTIL WE INCREASE 
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THE SOPHISTICATED USE OF OUR BALLOT -- JUST AS OTHER 

INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS HAVE DONE SO EFFECTIVELY. 

NOW TO THE BUSINESS OF A THIRD PARTY. THIS, RECALL, 

WAS A PART OF THE PHI LOSO PHY THAT EMERGED FROM THE GARY 

MEETING IN 1972. I PROTESTED THEN AND I DISAGREE TODAY 

WI TH THE CONCEPT OF A TH I RD PARTY. THE FACT IS WE DO NOT 

YET PART! CI PATE IN THE TWO MAJOR PART! ES. A THI RD PARTY 

FORCE, IN MY VIEW, WOULD ONLY FURTHER DI LUTE THE STRENGTH 

CJ OUR VOTE. IF WE ARE TALKING ABOUT GIVING 30 PERCENT OF 

OUR VOTE TO EACH OF THE TWO MAJOR PART! ES AND KEEP I NG 

IN RESERVE UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE OF AN ELECTION THAT 

-40 PERCENT BALANCE OF POWER I WOULD SAY -- DEFINITELY YES. 

AND FINALLY, I WOULIJ URGE UNITY OF PURPOSE, UNITY OF 

GOALS. NOT UNIFORMITY. BUT WE MUST LEARN TO WORK TOGETHER 

FOR COMMON GOALS. 

THE FRANCHISE HAS BEEN WON. NOW WE MUST USE IT. AN 

ESTIMATED 145 MILLION PERSONS WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN 
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\ THE NOVEMBER CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS. IF PAST PATTERNS 

HOLD, FEWER BLACKS PERCENTAGE-WISE AS COMPARED WITH 

OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS, WI LL EVEN BOTHER TO VOTE. 

WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT FREEDOM IS NOT FREE. WE 

MUST MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITY AT THE BALLOT BOX; WE MU ST 

MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN SUPPORTING EACH OTHER. THE 

CHALLENGE IS OU RS. 

SO, IFWE HAVE COME A LONG WAY IN A SINGLE DECADE--

ANIJ I BELi !:VE WE HAVE -- WE MUST ALSO RECUGN I LETHA I WE 

HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE OUR CONTS ITUTIONAL 

CONCEPT OF EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL FOR IT IS ONLY THROUGH 

-CONTINUED DEDICATION THATWEVVILLFINALLY REACH THE DAY 

THAT MEN LI KE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING ENVISIONED FOR US 

ALL IN HIS HISTORIC DREAM OF A DECADE AGO. 

THANK YOU. 

### 



ONE OF THE LARGEST ASSEMBLIES OF PERSONS TO PETITION THE 

GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON'S HISTORY. IN MANY WAYS, 

THOSE WERE THE "GOOD OLD DAYS" OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVE-

MENT. FOR EVEN IF IT WAS A TIME OF DOGS AND WATER HOSES, 

OF AXE HANDLES AND JAIL CELLS -- OF THINGS BET1ER CONSIGNED 

TO TEXTBOOKS THAN TO MEMORY -- IT WAS ALSO A TIME OF 

GENUINE BROTHERHOOD, OF PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS, OF 

MORAL FERVOR, AND A SHARED BELIEF THAT JUSTICE WOULD BE 

DELIVERED SWIFTLY TO ALL THE NATION'S CIT I ZENS• IT WAS AN 

ERA THAT GAVE BIRTH TO THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE CIVIL 

RIGHTS LEGISLATION SINCE RECONSTRUCTION. IN SHORT, 

CIVIL RIGHTS WAS, IN THE WORDS OF THE LATE MARTIN LUTHER 

KING, 11AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAD COME. 11 

\ \A\MIA~ 
~IS THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT TODAY? HAS IT BORN 

i THE FRUIT ONCE DREAMED OF AND FOUGHT FOR? OR IS IT A DEAD 

..... ' .,;;----- · - --..- .,;_;:~ 

<,, 
OJ f F<3~o 
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LITTER Kl LL£D BYit POLITICS? ANY FAIR ASSESSMENT 

MUST CONCLUDE THAT CIVIL RIGHTS TODAY IS AN ESTABLISHED, 

VIGOROUS_, SOMETIMES COMPLICAlED PROGRAM WHIC~ 

DELIVERED, AND IS STILL DELIVERINGJ THE MOST DRAMATIC 

SOCIAL GA I NS IN RECENT HI STORY. IT IS ALSO A PROGRAM 

WHICH HAS MUCH WORK YET UNFINISHED. AND FINALLY, IT 

IS A MOVEMENT WHOSE SUCCESSES IN RECENT YEARS HAVE BEEN 

SHROUDED IN THE CONFUSION OF RAPID CHANGE AND THE 

POLITICS OF A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. 

EVEN THE MOST CASUAL OBSERVER OF RACE RELATIONS TODAY 

CAN SEE THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRIDES OF THE LAST FEW YEARS IN 

VIRTUALLY ALL AREAS OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL 

LI FE OF THE COUNTRY. 

A BRIEF EXAMINATION OF RECENT PERFORMANCE REVEALS 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF SUBSTANTIAL, OFTEN UNPRECEDENTED, 

DIMENSIONS. 

-- ' 
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LET' S L HE RECORD. 

- -YOU MAY FIND IT INTERESTING TO KNOW THAT OUR 

GOVERNMENT'S EXPENDITURES IN CIVIL RIGHTS AND RELATED 

SOCIAL PROGRAMS WILL BE $3-1/2 BILLION IN 1975 AS AGAINST 

$1. 1 BILLI ON IN 1970. WE' LL SPEND $604 MILLI ON IN 1975 ON 

CIVIL RIGHTS ENFORCEMENT AS AGAINST $75 MILLION IN 1969. 

WE NOTE A 400% INCREASE IN THE BUDGET OF THE EQUAL 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION DURING THE PERIOD BElWEEN 

1970 AND 1975;--$11 MILLION TO $53. 7. THIS IS MOST SIGNIFICANT 

BECAUSE THEE. E.O. ACT IS A MAJOR FOCAL POINT FOR 

ASSURING EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY FOR MINORITY CITIZENS. 

THROUGH TH IS COMMISSION THE GOVERNMENT CAN: 

A. BRING SUIT IN U.S. DISTRICT COURTS TO ENFORCE 

NONDISCRIMINATION; 

B. FILE CIVIL ACTION AGAINST PATTERNS OF EMPLOYMENT 

DI SC RI MI NAT ION; 

C. INVESTIGATE CHARGES INVOLVING EMPLOYEES OF STATE r 
\ 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

- ON THt r, 

GOVERNMENT'S DRUG TREATMENT CAPACITY, INCLUDING A VA 



TREATMENT PROGRAM FOR 18,000 VETERANS.llllrtllf 

WE ARE ATTACKING ECONOMIC POVERTY AND OTHER SOCIAL 

ILLS THROUGH: 

A. FEDERAL OUTLAYS FOR BENEFITS TO LOW-INCOME 
AS 

PERSONS ROM $15. 9 Bl LLION IN 1969 TO AN ESTIMATED 

$32. 2 BILLI ON IN 1975. 

B. FIVEFOLD INCREASE IN FEDERAL FOOD AID FROM 

$1. 2 BILLI ON IN 1969 TO $5. 8 BILLI ON IN 1975. 

<:: El. cu/V\MUtNITY Qf}{~I.ORMBlfAGTIVITIEE \\II LL .e£ P:tl?ED 

iAR $39 3 ,Yd tLWtl ltl J 975., 

E. AN ESTIMATED 200,000WELFARE RECIPIENTS WILL BE 

PLACED IN JOBS UNDER OUR WORK INCENTIVE (WIN) PROGRAM. 
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F. FEDERAL SUPPORT FOR EMPLOYMENT RELATED CHILD CARE ·, 

WI LL COME TO $586 Ml LLION IN 1975 AS AGAINST $143 Ml LLION 

IN 1970. 

TH IS IS P ROG RESS, TANGIBLE AND ENCOURAGING. 

LEM SOLVERS. WE MUST M 

THE 60' s. NOW, 

G SOCIO-ECONOMIC ILLS. 

L THE AREAS I LISTED EARLi ER 

IN MY RE S CITING FOR AS PROGRESS IS MADE, 

GREATER AND MORE ~ -n-,~ANDS FtrR~R AND MORE 

E BEING 

ROVI DE AN 0 



I AM FREQUENTLY ASKED AROUND THE COUNTRY, "IS THE 

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT DEAD?" MY CONSISTENT AND 

PERS I STENT ANSWER IS A LOUD NO. THE EMPHASIS OF CAREFUL 

PLANNING IN AND EXECUTION OF ECONOMIC PROGRAMS IS THE 

ORDER OF THE DAY. THE ERA OF CONFRONTATION IN THE 601s 

HAS BEFN REPLACED WITH A FAR LESS DRAMATIC, BUT I BELIEVE 

A MORE DIFFICULT BUT PRODUCTIVE IMMEDIATE AND LONG RANGE 

PROGRAM. 

MINORITIES HAVE CONCENTRATED ON THE POLITICAL APPROACH. 

GREATER EMPHASIS ON REGISTRATION PROGRAMS, DEFINING 

POLITICAL ISSUES AND APPROACHING THE VOTING BOOTH IN 

LARGER NUMBER. Tf£ SIXTIES 

CONSTITUTED AN EXAMINATION OF THE WRONGS; THE SEVENTIES 

AN APPLICATION OF THE REMEDIES. DEALING WITH THESE 

QUESTIONS REQUIRES SCALPEL AND SUTURES, NOT THE BOILING t-:o~<> 

CAULDRON OF A FEW YEARS AGO. ~o ) 
'-- l--. 

THIS IS THE WORK THAT IS NOW UNDERWAY. IT IS THE WORK ·./ 

THAT LOGICALLY FOLLOWS THE SYMBOLIC AND LEGISLATIVE GAINS 

,...~Jc &,.(.re. 'l: + ir #,, P"/ tff' oA/ -1~.tt ~"'· 

W/ii/« ]: tL.~t ..,, ,...,i,.f, •rr(t H.,4- pr-•r•II l..s 
bt~,11 'I: \IJOttlJU4-f+.•+ -f-l-.u-, c~,- ,Jct1,,. b, c.~I. 
utJ~;\' II A,-,";,A,., ltt ~s,.,r~J •.f pa,: ''1 ~-• Mu It . -, ___ _ 
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~ff Ml:JST AGREE Tl-lAT t'ROGR~S HAS BEE~MAQE 

SOMETIMES IT'S EVEN HARD FOR STUDENTS OF RACE RELATIONS 
~i11, 'I 1',£4-ls HW\n,~ 

TO UNDERSTAND THE +Xai~~41£:T i=A~~ BECAUSE WE ARE 

TALKING ABOUT NEW TACTICS IN THE 701s TO RESOLVE ADDITIONAL 

PROBLEMS CREATED BY PROGRESS MADE DURING THE PAST 

DECADE. MOST OF THE SYMBOLIC, EARLY GAi NS STEMMING 

FROM CIVIL CONFRONTATION ARE BEHIND US. WHAT REMAINS 

IS THE LESS SPECTACULAR TASK OF RESOLVING THE MORE COMPLEX 

AND DIFFICULT ISSUES AHEAD IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

AS WELL AS MINORITY RIGHTS. IT IS, IN MY VIEW, INDEED A 

SIGN OF MATURITY THAT IN TEN YEARS CIVIL RIGHTS ENFORCEMENT 

HAS BECOME A PART OF THE BAS IC FABRIC OF AMERICAN LIFE. 

IN THE 60' s WE WERE ENGAGED IN THE ffi OCES S OF FREE I NG 

OURSELVES FROM THE MENTAL CHAINS OF SLAVERY AND SECOND-CLASS 

CITIZENSHIP. THROUGH BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS WE PRESSED OUR 

BILL OF PARTICULARS BEFORE THE AMERICAN PUBLIC WITHS IT-INS, 

JAIL-INS AND COUNTLESS OTHER FORMS OF MASS PROTEST i F01y0 
Q <,,, 

-I OJ 
,~ J) 1a: j) 

~o ;! ,, .,.,, 
,_ - ,. .,.. 



NOW THE TACTICS HAVE CHANGED. MOST OF THE LAWS ARE 

NOW ON THE BOOKS. WE HAVE PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS AND 

VOTING RIGHTS LAWS. WE REALIZED IN THE 60's THAT IT'S NOT 

ENOUGH TO HAVE ACCESS. WE ARE NOW ENGAGED IN LESS 

DRAMATIC INVOLVEMENT. WE WANT TO OWN SOME OF THOSE 

LUNCH COUNTERS, HOTELS AND GAIN SOME OF THE GOVERNMENT 

AND PRIVATE SECTOR CONTRACTS. WE ARE FINALLY TALKING 

ABOUT BECOMING PRODUCERS AS OPPOSED TO AGE-OLD CONSUMERS 

IN THIS GREAT CAPITALISTIC DEMOCRATIC-SOCIETY. WE ARE TALKING 

ABOUT GAi NI NG A REAL PIECE OF THE AMERICAN PIE. NOW THAT 

WE HAVE MADE IT I NS I DE THE FACILITY, WE NOW WANT A PIECE 

OF THE ACTION ••• AND RIGHTLY SO -- THIS IS WHAT THE AMERICAN 

SYSTEM IS ALL ABOUT. 

THE MOMENTUM OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IS CONTI NU I NG, 

EXPANDING, AND ACHIEVING GREATER CONCRETE SUCCESSES IN 

BOTH OLD AND NEW AREAS OF ENDEAVOR. 



SO, WHERE TIO WE GO FROM HERE TO HAKE EQUALITY A REALITY FOR ALL 

AMERICANS ? FIRST, I 'IHINK, WE MUST ACKNOWLEDE CERTAIN TRUTHS . 
TODAY 

'IHE BLACK VOTE/IS THE LEA.ST EFFECTIVE VOTE IN AMERICA. WE HAVE 

EARNED 'IHE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN 'IHE POLITICAL ARENA--THROUGH BLOOD, 

SWEAT AND TEARS--IN THE SIXTIES, BLJT vJE !AVE NOT LEARNED TO PARTICIPATE 

TOO WISELY . 

HERE 1S THE SIWATION TODAY--IN SEPTEMBER OF 1974. A CANDIDATE CAN 

ANNOUNCE fiDR OFFICE AND BEFORE HE MAKES HIS FIRST CAMPAIGN SPEECH--IF HE 

HAPPENS TD BE A DEMOCRAT--HE KNOWS THAT HE HAS FROM 70 to 80 PERCENT OF 

THE BLACK VOTE IN HIS HIP POCKET. HOW CAN AN INDIVIDUAL OR A GROUP OF 

PEOPLE GAIN COMr{[THENTS FROM POLITICHNS KNOW THAT THEY HAVE THAT 

INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP 1S VOTES AT THE OUTSET? 

WE, AS A RACHL MINORITY, HA.VE GOT TO STOP ALLOWING OURSELVES TO RE 

TAKEN FOR GRANTED--BY THE DEMOCRATS, AND THOSE OF US WHO COUNT OURSELVES 

REPUBLICANS--MUST FIGHT TO MA.KE THE GOP LIVE UP TO ITS rnomsE OF BEING 

THE 11 PARTY OF 'IHE OPEN DOOR . 11 

AN INDICATION OF HOW STRONGLY I FEEL ABOUT THE TWO- PARTY SYSTEM IS 

SIMPLY THJ.S: IF 70 TO 80 PERCENT OF BLACK AMERICANS WERE VOTING THE 

REPUBLICAN LINE TODAY I WOULD SWITCH TO 'IHE DEMOCRATIC PARTY . 

WE WILL NEVER, IN MY VI1-W, LIVE UP TO OUR POLITICAL POTENTHL AND 

REAP 'IHE BENEFITS OF 'IHE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM UNTIL WE INSIST THAT 
POLITICAL 

BOTH MAJOR/PARTIES ACTIVELY SEEK OUT OUR VOTE . 
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services to all Americans. 
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IN OTHER WORDS , NO ONE POLITICAL PARTY HAS EVER DELIVERED ALL OF 

ITS PROMISES , AND NO ONE POLITICAL PARTY WILL DELIVER ALL OF OUR NEEDS 

IN THE FUTuRE UNTIL WE INCREASE THE SOPHISTICATED USE OF OUR BALLOT--

JUST AS OTHER INDIVIDUAIB AND GlWUPS HAVE DONE SO EFFECTIVELY. 

NOW TO THE BUSINESS OF A THIRD PARTY . THIS , RECALL, WAS A PART OF 

THE PHILOSOPHY THAT EMERGED FROM THE GARY MEETING IN 1972 . I PROTESTED 

THEN AND I DISAGREE TODAY WITH THE CONCZPT OF A THIRD PARTY • THE FACT IS 

WE DO NOT YET PARTICIPATE IN THE TwO MAJOR PARTIES . A THIRD PARTY FORCE, 

IN HY VIEW, WOULD ONLY FUHTHER DILUTE THE STRENGTH OF OUR VOTE . IF WE ARE 

TALKING ABOUT GIVING 30 PERCm{T OF OUR V, TE TO EACH OF THE THO MAJOR 

PARTIES AND KEEPING IN RESERVE UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE OF AN ELECTION THAT 

!1-0 PERCENT BALANCE OF POWER I WOULD SAY--DEFINATELY YES . 

AND FINALLY I WOULD URGE UNITY OF PURPOSE, UNITY OF GOALS , NOT UNIFORMITY . 

BUT \'\TE MUST LEARN TO WORK TOOETHER FDR COI1i1JN GOALS . 

THE FRANCHISE HAS BEEN WON . NOW WE HUST USE IT . AN ESTIMATED 14.5 MIIJ,ION 

PERSONS WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IN THE NOVEMBER CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS . IF 

PAST PATTERNS HOLD, FEWER BLACKS PERCENTAGE-WISE AS COMPARED 

WITH OTHER ETHNIC GROUR3 , WILL 1-VEN BOTHER TO VOTE . 

WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT FREEDOM IS NOT FREE . WE IvIDST MEE.T OUR 

RESPONSIBILITY AT 'IRE BALLOT BOX, WE IvIDST MEET OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN SU PORTING 

EACH OTHER . THE CHALLENGE IS OURS . 

SO IF WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY IN AS INGLE DECADE - -, 

AND I BELIEVE WE HAVE -- WE MUST ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT WE 

HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE OUR CONSTITUTIONAL 

CONCEPT OF EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL• FOR IT IS ONLY THROUGH 

CONTINUED DEDICATION THAT WE WILL FINALLY REACH THE DAY 

THAT MEN LIKE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING ENVISIONED FOR US 

ALL IN HIS HISTORIC DREAM OF A DECADE AGO. 
' 

THANK YOU. 

• • .. 




