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P:re:.sid.:::~ GC!"3.1rl R. Ford 
Forei;:l .M:'inis=cr l'l.lberto Juan 

Vicente Vi~!l~s 
Secretary H~:,...::y A. Kissbger 
AmbilSS:1.cor ",\.lcjancro Orfila 

11:15 a. r.:'..... ~t".:trC:ly. 
September 21, 1974 
The CV~! CIIl::e 

The meeting opened with an exchange of greetings and a preas 
photo session.. 

President Ford than..lted Foreign l.r1:inister Vignes for his 
cooperation and helpfulness a.bout which Secretary Kissinger had 
informed hitn, and he asked that the Foreign lv1inister continue to work 
closely ",itll the Secretary. The Foreign Minister naid that he had 
supported a foreign policy for Argentina baaed on close relations with 
the U.. S. since his days in law J!lchnnl~ 

The Foreign Minister eX?lained to the President that we have 
been working to ilnprove relations between the U. S. and Latin America 
and to manage the Cuban situation since last A!)ril. The hope bad been 
to let the 'Cuban situation mature until the meeting in W.i.3.rch 1975, but 

.::,-. the policy has been interrupted by the proposed resolution which three 

~ Latin American nations had i.."'ltroduced at tne OAS meeting this week. 

~ The President and Foreign Minister Vignes agreed that neither wanted 

~ to see the matter pcogress too rapidly, and that more time would be 

~ helpful. Secretary Kissinger noted the close cooperation which existed 

.~ between us. He assured the Foreign lvIir.ister that thia would continue 

~ and that the United States would consult "nth Argentir..a before making 


~~ any significant changes in its policy. The Fo::eign lI.1inister praised 

"!~ our past and present cooperation and said he looked forward to can­

to • Ii tinuing this cooperation in future phases of o~r policy. 

~ :: i ~ On bilateral matters the Foreign Minister empha8ized the 
!;Eww< 
~ ~ '< z need for action. He stressed the importance of the Trade Bill. The 
'~. ~.;' . President assured him of the efforts which he.was making in support of 
ILl ;;;. ita passage. The Foreign l\Hnister suggeetild that another field of
Qqe! 

.w ;::: cooperation might be the exchange of technology. Secretary Kissinger J~. 
O' noted that our experts are Dleeting on the subject. He looked forward fORO",­

:!Ii to the a...·lnounccm.ent of concrete results, perhaps when be visited ()~ <.... ' 
~ ~ Argentina next year. , ~ CD.. : 

it, \"Z~~, 
() '" .'.,.y' 



! 
- 2 ­

i 
I 

of a rk.~ ..,·~~ C~ ..~~: E':~c:::'~;~-:.=:r~G,:::::~:-:.l• .17~ Z~!~ it a~?c:l=e li!~cly t~t 
neitr:er oi ~~1~ t--:....I'O ?=eJer.t c~r:.oii~:~s could be elected ~it...~ a l~rge 
m::.jc:-i~y; ::"~,,;:,·:.:~fn::-('. it i:: :;';'::!-:::-::.3:;~ry to ;ct scmeo::;.e '\'7:10 has broad 
5U~?C!'t. ...'1 t!::::-'::: c::.=.ac::.::.:c :n::i~b.t be irom ~y c01!!ltry. even Argenti:n:1.• 

e:::;l::.ir.c':3. t::~t. v.'e ...,:0-:.::.1-:1 £::.11:;)",,: t.."le CC:lse:u::us on the iirst vote but v;ould 
hope th... t the v.;ir....·:d!1g ca..ncii6te h::l.d a large majority. 

On departure, Foreign :!'.1inister Vignes expre;;sed his pleasure 
with the conversat ion and s3id he brought the best "O\.-ishes o£ President 
Peron and tho Argentine peopie. President Ford spoke of the United 
States' ''',--::'':'l!l fricndshb fo: Ar~cntir.m and asked tha: his best wishes 
and thotie the 1:cc,?le of the United States be conveyed to President 
Peron. The Foreign },,1inister again thanked the President. He noted 
that Argentina was going through a series of crises '9.ilich are :more 
apparent tr.,an real. The Government, be said, has tha support of 90 
percent of the peo?le. There is only a small group of terrorists• 
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Conversation between 	 President Ford 
Foreign Minister Vignes 
Secretary Kissinger 
Ambassador Orfila 

Saturday, September 21, 1974 at 11:15 in the Oval Office 

The meeting opened with an exchange of greetings and a press 
photo ses sion. 

President Ford thanked Foreign Minister Vignes for his 
cooperation and helpfulness about which Secretary Kissinger had 
informed him, and he asked that the Foreign Minister continue to work 
closely with the Secretary. The Foreign Minister said that he had 
supported a foreign policy for Argentina based on close relations with the 
U. S. since his days in 	law school. 

~~ 
• L il,.".. ~NH'w- Th~-'<~oreign Minister explained to the President that we have 

t 1", .(.,,,-,t"", ~~en working t.o improve relations between t~.v..g#S •.and Latin Am~rica . 
.<-,. \"-)slnce last AprIl. The hope had been to let the"sltuabon mature ~~~ 
~ ,,"ulm,iDlati9ft in March 1975, but the policy has been interrupted by the 

proposed resolution which three Latin American nations had introduced 
at the OAS meeting this week. The President and Foreign Minister 
Vignes agreed that neither wanted to see the matter progress too 
rapidly, and that more time would be helpful. Secretary Kissinger noted 
the close cooperation which existed between us. He assured the Foreign 
Minister that this would continue and that the United States would consult 
with Argentina before making any significant changes in its policy. The 
Foreign Minister praised our past and present cooperation and said he 
looked forward to continuing this cooperation in future phases of our"..; 

~ policy.!l On bilateral matters the Foreign Minister emphasized the 
~ - need for action. He stressed the importance of the Trade Bill. The 
~ President assured him of the efforts which he was making in support of 

&I) c::! 	 'i its passage. The Foreign Minister suggested that another field of 
o 	 ~ i ~ cooperation might be the exchange of technology. Secretary Kissinger 
!:!:!I 	 fi3 w ~ noted that our experts are meeting on the subject. He looked forward 


:. ~ z_ to the announcement of concrete results, perhaps when he visited 

..., c.o 

~ 
c 	

~ S Argentina next year.w-: ..
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Foreign Minister Vignes brought up the subject of selection 
of a new OAS Secretary-General. He said it appears likely that neither 
of the two present candidates could be elected with a large majority; 
therefore, it is necessary to get someone who has broad support. A 
third candidate might be from any country, even Argentina, he said, and 
the deputy should be an American. Secretary Kissinger explained that 
we would follow the consensus on the first vote but would hope that the 
winning candidate had a large majority. 

On departure, Foreign Minister Vignes expressed his 
pleasure with the conversation and said he brought the best wishes of 
President Peron and the Argentine people. President Ford spoke of the 
United States' warm friendship for Argentina and asked that his best 
wishes and those of the people of the United States be conveyed to 
President Peron. The Foreign Minister again thanked the President. 
He noted that Argentina was going through a series of crises which are 
more apparent than real. The Government, he said, has the support of 
90 percent of the people. There is only a small group of terrorists. 

s:seRE'¥ l NODIS 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTO" 

er 27, 1974 

Steve Low has indicated that he 
would like to send a copy to 
State of whatever we hand over 
to Huerto. 

Approve ~ 
Disapprove__ 

. \ 
Lora 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

....EGa£ft' GDS 	 October 2, 1974 

MEMORANDUM 	FOR: 

Mr. George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: 	 Memorandum of Conversation between the 
President and Argentine Foreign Minister Vignes 

Attached for your information is a summary of the President's 
conversation with Argentine Foreign Minister Vignes on 
September 21, 1974. 

also been sent to the ArgE'ntinE' F.rnh;u;sy 

at their request. 

~Nl'
J M.e fJ Davis 
S ff Secretary 

Attachment 

. 
j "'-..:' 

\ -.~;;, "'\. 

\ ~\. ~Z,::,,;I 
e:i!;bRKT.-.. GDS 

U, 5/5/61./ 
Dispatched 10/3/74 - NSC Rcpt. (rb).. 
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MEMORANDUM 
-d-dr /z-

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL rr'! 

Septem.ber 26, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 GENERALSCOWCROFT 

FROM: 	 STEPHEN LO~ 

SUBJECT: 	 Mem.con on Meeting with 
Foreign Minister Vignes 

Attached is a sum.m.ary of the Vignes conversation written in very 
general term.s and with only elliptical references to subjects like 
Cuba. I did not do it on official stationery but did assign a 
classification to it. If it seem.s all right to you, perhaps Mary 
could call Mr. Heurgo to pick it up, and I would send a copy to State. 

Also attached is a redraft of your original m.em.con. which I took 
the liberty of correcting and filling in blanks of, based on earlier 
conversations with Vignes which I and others held. 

Inform.ation: Mary Stif£1emire 

Attachm.ents: two m.em.cona:. 

DEClIrS'StfIED 
E.O. 1~958, SEC. 3.5 () I(

NSO M1Q,11/24198, STATE c,':PT. GUIDELINES ,~.1.(.,"'.~ .3 11 v~ 
BY L. NAAA, DATE $p.¥I 

"SEeRlUI' 



SECRET' (Classification did not appear on original) 

CONVERSATION AMONG, Pre.i.dent Oerald R. I"ord 
Forelln Mlni.te.r Alberto Juan 

Vicente Vign•• 
Secretary Henry A. Kis.inger· 
Ambassador Alejandro Orilla 

11:15 a.m•• Saturday. 
September 21. 191. 
The Oval Office 

The meeting op~Ded with an exchaDJe of Ireetinss and a pre•• 
photo a••aion. 

Pre.ideat Ford thanked Foreign Mifd.ster Vlsn.ea for hi. 
cooperation au belpfulness .bout which Secretary Kia.iDler bad 
iBformed bim., and he a.ked that the Foreign M.ini.ter continue to work 
clo.ely with the Secretary.. The ForeilD Minister .aid tbat h. ba.d 
supported a foreiaa poliey for Al'&entina based on clo•• relation. with 
the U. S. smce hi. day. in law school. 

The Forelln Mini.ter explained to the Preaident tb.&t ",e have 
been WGrklD.1 to Improve relation. between the U. S. and Latin Ameriea 
and. to maDa,. the Cuban .imation sace !aat April. The hope bad Deen 
to let the Cuban .ltuatlan mature until the me.tiq in March 1915, but 
the policy bas been interrupted by the proposed resolutton which three 
LaUn Americu. nations bad bltroduced at the CAS rnaednl tid. week. 
The Pre.ident and. Foretp MiDi.tel' Vipe. alre.d tlta.t .either wanted 
to ... the J!D.&tter- pOOlr••• too rapidly, aDel that more time would be 
helpful. Secretary Kis.blaer DOt.d th. dos. COOperattOll which exi.ted 
betw.e. U8.. He .8aured the For-elJn Mlni.ter that this would continue 
and that tile United State. "ou1d con.ult with Al"seDtiDa before ma.ld.n& 
any .igDificaDt c.ballies in ita policy_ The Foreip MWstel' praised .. 
our pall and present cooperation &Del sald be lookec! fonvard to eon- . 
tblut. thi. c.oop.,.allo. in future phas.s 01 our polley. . 

••> 

On bilateral matters th. For.t,D Minister emphasised the 
.eed for action. He .tr••••dth. importanee of the Trade IUn. Tbe 
Preai4ct ••sured him of the efforts which he was maldna in suppod of 
ita pas••,e. The ForellA MiDi.tel' aUSleated that another Aeld of 
cOope...tloA Dl1Jht b. the ex_DIe of technology_ Secretary Kia.later 
neted that our ax:put. are m..tiD. on the nbject. He looked forward 
to the alulOwu:ement of concrete reaulta. perbap8 when he netted 
Ar,entina aelet y.r.. 



.. 2 .. 

Foreign Minister Vipe. brought up the .ubjeet of eelection 
of a new CAS Secretary-General. He said it appear. likely that 
neither of the two present c:andidatea could be elected with a large 
majority; therefore, it 18 necessary to get someone who has broad 
support. A third candidate might be from any country. even Argentina, 
be aaid. aDd the deputy should be an America... Secretary Ki••inger 
explained that we would follow the consensuB on the firat vote but would 
hope that the wimdq candidate b&d a larse majority. 

On departul'e, Foreign Mb:dstar Vian•• expres.ed his pl....ur. 
'With the CODY.reat ion and • .,id he brought the best wish•• of President 
Peroa and the Argentine people. Pl".eident Ford apoke of the United 
Stat.a t warm friendahip for Argentiaaand ..sked that hie b.st wbhes 
and thoa. the people of the United State. be conveyed to President 
Peron. The Forei,n M:lDiater again thanked the Pre.ident. He noted 
that Ar,enilna wae lOins th.roqh a aeries of criBea which are more 
a.pparent than real. The Government. he said. baa the 8l'lpport of 90 
percent ot the people. There te cmlya. .inal1 Iroup of terl'orista. 

http:expres.ed
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CONVERSA TION AMONG: President Gerald R. Ford 
Foreign Minister Alberto Juan 

Vicente Vignes 
Secretary Henry A. Kissinger 
Ambassador Alejandro Orfila 

11: 15 a. m., Saturday, 
September 21, 1974 
The Oval Office 

The meeting opened with an exchange of greetings and a press 
photo session. 

President Ford thanked Foreign Minister Vignes for his 
cooperation and helpfulness about which Secretary Kissinger had 
informed him, and he asked that the Foreign Minister continue to work 
closely with the Secretary. The Foreign Minister said that he had 
supported a foreign policy for Argentina based on close relations with 
the U. S. since his days in law school. 

The Foreign Minister explained to the President that we have 
been working to bnprove relations between the U. S. and Latin America 
and to manage the Cuban situation since last April. The hope had been 
to let the Cuban situation mature until the meeting in March 1975, but 
the policy has been interrupted by the proposed resolution which three 
Latin American nations had introduced at the OAS meeting this week. 
The President and Foreign Minister Vignes agreed that neither wanted 
to see the matter peogress too rapidly, and that more time would be 
helpful. Secretary Kissinger noted the close cooperation which existed 
between us. He assured the Foreign Minister that this would continue 
and that the United States would consult with Argentina before making 
any significant changes in its policy. The Foreign Minister praised 
our past and present cooperation and said he looked forward to con­
tinuing this cooperation in future phases of our policy. 

On bilateral matters the Foreign Minister emphasized the 
need for action. He stressed the importance of the Trade Bill. The 
Pre sident as sured him of the efforts which he was making in support of 
its passage. The Foreign Minister suggested that another field of 
cooperation might be the exchange of technology. Secretary Kissinger 
noted that our experts are meeting on the subject. He looked forward 
to the announcement of concrete results, perhaps when he visited 
Argentina next year. 
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Foreign Minister Vignes brought up the subject of selection 
of a new CAS Secretary-General. He said it appears likely that 
neither of the two present candidates could be elected with a large 
majority; therefore, it is necessary to get someone who has broad 
support. A third candidate might be from any country, even Argentina, 
he said, and the deputy should be an American. Secretary Kissinger 
explained that we would follow the consensus on the first vote but would 
hope that the winning candidate had a large majority. 

On departure, Foreign Minister Vigne; expressed his pleasure 
with the conversa.tion and said he brought the best wishes of President 
Peron and the Argentine people" President Ford spoke of the United 
States' warm friendship for Argenti.. and asked that his best wishes 
and those the people of the United States be conveyed to President 
Peron. The Foreign Minister again thanked the President. He noted 
that Argentina was going through a series of criBes which are more 
apparent than real. The Government, he said, has the support of 90 
percent of the people. There fa only a small group of terrorists. 

~,---'" ••-".-.,...,.___"'--_-...- --.-...... Y'" 
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