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6113NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Novernbcr 13, 1')76 

National Security Study Memorandum 248 

TO: The Secretary of State· 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence· 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

SUBJECT: United States Goals in Relation to Ethiopia 

In the light of the dTaJnatic changes which have occurred in Ethiopia 
since Emperor Haile Selassie wa-s deposed in September 1974, the 
President has directed a brief study of United States policy options, 
and the underlying assunlptions, regarding the f?tate of our future 
relations with Ethiopia.· 

The study should draw as appropriat.:! on the studies under NSSMs 239 
and 184, and take account of more recent assessments of the situation. 
The study should: 

Review current and possible future United States interests, 
objectives and policy in the Horn of Africa and the Red Sea 
area, including -lnilitary and economic assistance progranls. 

Assess the internal security and stability of Ethiopia and 
its pres·ent government. 

Assess current Ethiopian policy toward the United States, 
. the Soviet Union, the PG!ople l s Republic of China and 
Et~i_opials African and Arab_ neighbors. 

Assess the internal-problems Ethiopia faces and the role 
Ethiopia might play in the Horn of Africa, and the larger 
African scene, over the next year • 
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As se"s s Soviet policy toward Ethiopia, SOITlalia and the 
FTAI. 

Assess the significance of Ethiopia to United States political, 
economic and ITlilitary policy in the Horn of Africa and the 
Red Sea area. 

The study should determine United State s goals with regard to 
Ethiopia and policy options for achieving the se goals. The study 
should be prepared by the NSC InterdcpartITlental Group for Africa 
and- should be cOITlpleted by DeceITlber 10. 
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