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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 2.0!iOG 

July 24, 1976 

N<\tion:ll SC'curity Study Mel1l.orandum 244 

The Secretary of StateTO: 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
The Administrator, General Services 

Administration 

SUBJECT: U. S. Civil Defense Policy 

The President has directed a review of U. S. civil defense policy as 
set forth in NSDM 184, dated August 14, 1972. The study should 
reflect the impact on civil defense policy of international political 
and military developments since NSDM 184 was issued and take 

_~. into account the current status of U. S. and Soviet civil defense pro­
grams, their potential impact on the strategic nuclear balance, and 

::th~il· implications for our flexible nuclear options strategy (NSDM 242). 

The study should review our current civil defense program, its 
eHectiveness and cost, and propose a range of alternative civil defense 
policies and accompanying progra-ms, including their effectiveness and 
costs. In addition to the above considerations, the review should take 
into account, but not necessarily be limited to, the following: 

-- Fallo~t shelters and emerg~ncy food and medical supplies. 

-- Civil defense warning and communications. 

-- Strategic evacuation of urban areas. 

-- Protection of key industri~l installations. 

Education programs and materials 

-- The appropriate relationship between civil defense and natural" 
cli6J.Stcl· preparedness programs. ' ­
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The organizational structure for ITIanageITIcnt of civil 
defense activities. 
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The study should be prepared by an ad hoc group composed of 
representatives of the recipients of this melnorandul1'1 and chaired by 
a representative of the Secretary of Defense. The Chairman of the 
ad hoc group should draw upon other Departments and Agencies for 
assistance in those portions of the study dealing with substance in 
their areas of interest. The study report should be submitted by 
September 30, 1976, for revievv by the NSC Senior Review Group 
prior to consideration by the President. 

cc: Secretary of Housing and Urban Developlnent 
The Director, ArITIs Control and DisarITIaITIent Agency 
The ChairITIan, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
The Director of Central Intelligence 




