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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ol ‘L Lo

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20505

SPeNDS : April 20, 1976

National Security Decision Memorandum 325

TO:; The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Secretary of the Interior
The Administrator, Federal Energy Administration
The Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: United States Policy Toward Svalbard

The President has considered the response to NSSM 232 on US policy
toward Svalbard/Spitsbergen submitted by the Acting Chairman of the
NSC Under Secretaries Committee on April 7, 1976, together with the
recommendations relating thereto,

The President has decided that United States objectives with respect

to Svalbard are to prevent Soviet encroachments in a region which is

part of the NATO area and to protect commercial and scientific rights

in the Svalbard area accruing to the United States as a signatory to the
1920 Treaty. The President directs that, in consuliations with Norway
and other signatories to the Spitsbergen Treaty concerning Norwegian-
Soviet negotiations on their Barents Sea boundary dispute and the broader
question of the status of the Svalbard shelf, the following guidelines
should shape the US position:

== The United States should counsel firmness in defense of Norway's
legitimate rights and should provide diplomatic support to Norwegian
efforts to assert more vigorously its sovereignty on Svalbard through
expressions of support and encouragement to the Norwegians, encouragew
ment of support for Norway by our allies and other Treaty signatories,
and demarches to the USSR, Demarches to the USSR should draw on
US«~Soviet mutual interest in relaxing tensions and maintaining stability
in the northern area and should include assurances that Norway seeks
carefully delimited objectives without constraint on legitimate Soviet
prerogatives, '
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w~ The United States should seek to protect its economic and
strategic interests on the continental shelf and those of its allies through
guarantees by Norway in the context of full acceptance of Norway's
sovereignty rights over the shelf rather than through extension of Spits-
bergen Treaty rights. The United States reservation of rights under the
Treaty to exploration and exploitation of mineral resources of the
continental shelf should be maintained while eliciting Norwegian views
and plans for a regulatory regime to guide exploitation of hydrocarbon
resources under the waters of the Svalbard region.

The Presidert has directed that the following specific steps be taken to
implement the above policy guidelines:

~~ The Department of State should inform the Norwegian Government
of US views and policy toward Svalbard, consulting with the Department
of Defense on related security matters including US law of the sea interests
and demilitarization of Svalbard.

- The United States should urge Norway to continue to reject Soviet
attempts to use the sector line approach to resolve their continertal shelf
boundary dispute.

-~ Discussions with the allies, the USSR and others in support of
Norwegian assertions of sovereignty on Svalbard and with regard to the
status of the Svalbard continental shelf should be undesrtaken by the
Department of State.

we The Director of Central Intelligence should prepare an intelligence
survey of present Soviet dispositiors and activities in the Svalbard region
to provide a base-line against which to measure future Soviet activity.

~- The Departinent of State and the Federal Energy Administration
should prepare a preliminary study of possible regulatory regimes that
might be applied to exploration and exploitation of the hydrocarbon resources
in the waters of the Svalbard region under various types of jurisdiction.

g

Fousies u
.2 ,«"wt 4}‘53 CJ‘*':’;"\‘:‘M%N“? Ej .

3 ol :
B¥ent Scowcroft

cc:e The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
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