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This interview is being conducted with Mr. Art Brown at his home
in Grand Rapids, Michigan on_January 26, 1980. The interviewer

is Dr. Thomas Soapes Present for the interview are Mr. Brown and
Dr. Soapes. Ja ;

SOAPES : Are you a:native‘of GrandﬁKapids?

BROWN: No, I was born in\Mount Pleasant, Michigan.
SOAPES: And then you moved here when?
‘BROWN: '26. My father ‘owned an electrical company in

Belding, Michigan and that'skwhere I went to grade school. My
father sold out his interest and we moved to Grand Rapids, and 1
started at South High which was the only school in Grand Rapids

‘"I ever went to. I started in the eighth grade at South High.

SOAPES: - And you would have run into Ford there?

BROWN : I met President Ford on:the football practice field
in 1927. o |

SOAPES : What position did you play7

BROWN: I was a tackle |

SOAPES: And he,was~piaging’center.

BROWN: He was a center,“right.‘

SOAPES : . Was this a full }eleve;l“;"f,mansquad?\ I\twasn't.;ai‘seven
man - - |

BROWN: . Yes, an eleven’manwsquad. In those daysAthere was

no substitution, that:is free suhstitution, you eould notTgQ:bagk
~in in the half you came out.” If‘the'coach took you out of‘the

game in the 1ast half you might ag wel; go take a shower because

you were all done. _ Kﬂgé,




SOAPES: So you had to play both ways.

BROWN: .Everybody played both ways, which, in some way, to
me, was a much hetter deal than you got today, in this instance, |
that a man has to think for himself. Whereas today more people can
play, that's very true, but he does one thing, that's ell he does,
and the coach:tells him what to do“before he ever goes in the game.
He can be in there for one play,ﬁeohe eut and go back, which

%

especially in high school, it does not give the individual a chance
to think for himself, which, as I say, is detrimental to the game
but yet it 1ets~more kids play —7- they"don t all have to sit on
the bench all the time the way they did in our day. Because if we
didn't get ahead by twenty points that poor sub never got in the
game — - that's why you're cdneidered;aifirst and second team. Now
you've got probably 33 pla?erg fj;hyon've got the Kkick-off team;
you've got the receivingﬂfeam. When you had to block and tackle

it was entirely different than you do today - - you've got one

team that tackles; one team that blocks. Maybe they get a 1itt1e

more proficlent at the Job than we did; but ve. did pretty good I
think, in our day. o

SOAPES: What kind of eoaching did jpu‘have?

BROWN: We had a very.good coach. He teﬁght us a iot, not

just how to carry a ball-or score a ‘touchdown.  He taught us- much

more than that which has proved out. This is the‘enly;group%that“

I know of, of a high school team that knows exaetly'ﬁhere each and




every member of the 1930 team is - - he taught that*togethernesé.
It didnft make any.differenceiwho;made the touchdown, who made the
tackle as‘iong as'wefnade it because if you didnit make'itkthere
was ten other guya who were riéht with you“ailqthe time. Wekplayed.
as a group not as an individual star. "And'that:Was truerallithe4
way through. Mr [Cliff] Gettings was the coach and he did a
wonderful job. $Some of these coaches today - - I've seen my son
*play high school ball -~ and whenka coach has to swear at players
to éet them to playlis notjmy idea of a coach. Because if any coach
had ever did that to me, I would have left right -there. And T never
heard our coach ever say one profanity word. The roughestvhe ever
got was, "fon look like a crzappen caniin distress." That's the
strongest language 1 ever‘heard'the‘man use.f‘And he would(get you
to play and want to play5.not necessarily‘to win‘hut to play the
game the way it should be played. » B &
SOAPES: I was g01ng to ask that next question - = Was this
a . Vince Lombardy type of winning "Winning is the only thing’"
BROWN: No way. You played by the rules, whether you won or
lost you still stayéd'withithe rules. There was no unnecessary
roughness whatsoever. ~ |
SOAPES: Was there a heavygenphasis;on~winning?
BROWN: No. Sure; everybody wantéd tokwin; If you ever
lost a game you cried, whiChyI~névervseen a kid do today much;?.

Cheerleaders are thevonlyVOnes'that cry - - the kids playing, they
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think well, ok, so we lost another one. No, there was no great
emphasis on the winning,‘none whatsoever. ’It'was play the game

the way it was supposed to. be played |

SOAPES: About how big a high school in tenms of enrollment
was South High at that t1me7 n
BROWN: ' Oh there was .- = I'm trying to ‘think - - it included
the lower grades which ‘were in that building too, be around 3,000.
There were 234 in President Ford s senll_or class. I'm just guessing;
I can't recall the exact fignre. : | |
SOAPES : pid theffootball players tend to stay together as a
social group as well? | |

BROWN: Very much so.

SOAPES : The oeople that Jerry Ford picked out as his close
friends, is there a way that you could characterize the people that
were closest to him? |
BROWN: Actually President Ford was a very friendly manj he
had the integrity, and his _biggest standpoint to me was hlS honesty.
‘It made no difference what locality or whatvwage group, you might
say, of society that'you‘come from, because he‘was as friendly with‘,
us, which come from a littlelpoorer class I might say than he was,
- and he was friends with everybody and everybody llked him. "~ You may
know or not, I don't know, his father's financial standing was

better than most of us. Most of us lived around Franklin aﬁd Dtvﬁsion

which was a lower income zone or bracket whichever you wish to call

[
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it, and in those days it was almost Italian descent dominated. 1In
fact,(Al Capoﬁekwas here for ohq;éf the prominent Italian's wedding
at £hat time. Ford lived out a little farther in agaittle better
district. Aﬁd I worked in a ‘drug store on the corner of Franklin-
and Division during non-football seasonﬂﬁecause that was the‘only
sport I did participate in due to the fact that I had to work. We
all used to hang around down theré anyway, and he would come down
ﬁhere quite ofteﬁ, and sometimes he would come’down in his father's
LaSalle; Now I don't know_if you know Qhaﬁ a LaSalle is or not, but
that was a smdll Cadillac. But Ford worked too. He worked in the
restaurant across the street from South ﬁigh.“

SOAPES: Bight, thatléqthe place where his father - -

BROWN : Right, faihéi:; kno,t'-.,Mr.iTFord. Mr. Ford was a wonderful A
person too, but his ﬁothef'wés aéyery nice lady, wonderful.

SOAPES: L I was going to ask you for your impressions of them.
BROWN: : Wonderful. His father was. a politician, no questiqn
about that, and at‘tiﬁeévhe may have made soméhsharp deals. But his
mother, you couldn't ask fpf a morenwonderful‘woman than she was, I

don't think. : R

SOAPES: Did you get a sepsé that this was a strickly-disciplined
household?
BROWN: Mr. Ford was rather humerous too - - he pulled some

tricks on those kids and on his relations. But, as I recall, Jerry's

stepbrother - - I don't refer to them as steﬁbrothers,they were his




brothers. You could eat all you. -wanted but you eat, all you put on
your plate, well that<was true in most of our homes in those days
'too. We were getting into the depression and getting in there
pretty fast, back: 4n '27 and" '28 and '30 was our last year there,
that is as far as football was concerned.}%

SOAPES: : You saidﬂtpat'hlsﬁfather would occasionally pull
some‘tricks:on the boys ho youﬁremenber any of those°

BROWﬁ: Not exactly, but he would: do things in the house

I know of one instance where he had - - 1ike the dog had made some
droppings only it was plastic and he left it-in the living.room
floor. [Laughter] But I wouldn't-say he was too strict, no. But
Jerry admired him,"there is no,guestion about that.‘ He viewedk
Jerry, I think, edually‘aslhis other.three‘sons, In fact, as you
know, Jerry didn;t-know he was adopted for quite sone time. 1In fact,,‘
I knew he was adoptedibefore he made the fact common knowledge.
SOAPES: How did you come to know that?

BROWN : . Well, Mr. Ford:wgrhed for thelGranduRapids Varnish
Company and the man that owned the Grand Rapids Varnish Company
‘lived around very close to*where I worked at the ‘Fletcher Drug
Store. And he'd come in there and was'a-little perturbed with

Mr. Ford because Mr. Ford had Left him,to start his own Ford Pa1nt

Shop, or at least had left him And he” filled me in with all the
details of Mrs. Eord and Mr. King, which at that time I figured it

was nobody's business:but my own”—i—wlhneyerkrgpe&ted it to-anybody

Ca




until right now. But tﬁat's ﬁow Iucomelto know he Wé; adopted. I
never toid*an&b;dy Eecauéé I figurédr-'fjthéy were a woﬁderful
family, why sh»_ouldviIr"s;y _anyth'infg. ;3uf Jerry did find it out before,
he knew hefwaé'adopted.‘ When Mr.'Fordbadé}téd him and used'his
name as Junior, I thought it wéSJWOndefful, vefy good.

SOAPES: The relﬁtionshiﬁ betweeﬁ the brothers, was there a
close relationship? t ,

BROWN: That I don't know because they were a little younger,
see, than we ﬁere. And T know how if is, being a yéﬁnger brother
myself, an older brother doesn't like to ;ake the youngef one along.
I had that experience on my own. My brother was seven years oider
than I and he never wanted to také’me, but as time went on I got to
be bigger than he was. [Laughter] Therefore, I did ﬁot know very
much about his brothérs until?fecént years. Théy're all very nice
as far as that's concerned. As you probably know, Di;k and I are
both on the Ford committee for the museum. |

SOAPES: When you were playing football, how did Ford react
to the results of a game, to winniqg?

'BROWN: Well, he gnjoyed wi;niné’and he_hated to 1oose'- -
we all hated to loose.

SOAPES: Did he show this in any particular way?

BROWN : He shows a lot of emotions, but never in anger. I
have never seen him loose his control in anger. He's lost control»

of himself in humility. When they unveiled the mural - - you've




seen it at the airport.‘ Have yousheen out there?

SOAPES: : No,SI haven't. |

BROWN: | ‘;Weli,‘ President Ford'was there when they opened -
the drape and his father‘anddnother were‘pictured in the nural,
and he,just couldn'tlspeak, the tears?were rolling down his chéeks.
He had never’seen it untii;that‘point‘in time. ‘That hit him. And
I have often wished that hi; mother wouldfhave lived to .see him be
president, it would have been a wonderfnl thing But when they
unveiled that mural I don t think that he knew that his mother and
father was in it. Of course, Betty and the children were there in
the mural, too, and there was quite a big one of him. And that
got him, right there - those tears running down his cheeks. But
he's been hurt, butrhe doesn tishowfit, and never,inﬂanger. He
gave a speech at the University of Michigan, was on television,
and he got booed quite a bit -~ . - you could hear it. And I could
'see the look on his face - - it hurt;him to thinkythat here he is
back at his own school and«his‘own'state and he's being booed. I
called him later to‘apologize gor’it. He says,‘"Art,iit wasﬁﬁt;
that bad." And I said, "You”don;t'kidkme:any because I couid see

the look.on your face "Well " he says, "there was a few but it

wasn t quite as bad - —."

But you could see the look in his face
that he was hurt and I could understand why - - here he is, as 1
say, your own state, your own school and they boo you

SOAPES; . A man of a great sensitivity who didn 't quite show




it all, but when it did show it was very strong.

BROWN: - Right, he just coﬁidn‘t'hold it back, right. But
in anger, I‘never seen him loose control of his emotions in anger.
He agrees to this too; I believe, that his mother was very‘strict
on that, never loose cohtrol of your emotions in anger.

SOAPES: Was it a family,that tended tokshow their emotions
of togetherness? |

BROWN: I believe so, yes, they were.

SOAPES: were you around the parents enough’ to get a feel

for the types of friendships that they developed?

BROWN: You mean with the people of their - -
SOAPES: Of their peers.
BROWN: No, no, not until later years because, as I say, I

come from a lower income bracket and our social activity was nowhere

compared to theirs.

SOAPES: ' The formation of the 30-30 Club, how did that come
about?
BROWN: Weli, Dick [Richard J.] Zylstra and I, Dick played

fullback, we thought why don't &g»try to?gékftbis group, tbgether
for Thanksgiving breakfést, we‘ve always beeﬁ tdgéther - - this

was in '31l. We reserve@ a placg at‘a‘hotel which was down by the
old depot - - the depbt~is gone/now —14 andjﬁé and I went down. We

didn't have much money; we didn't know if enough people were going

to show up to pay for this project or not but they did'and its gone




on ever since then. We did not eell it the 30-30 Club. I started
that because we were goingitoAhave~our anniversary for the thirty
years or. whetever, twenty—five‘or something, but,'anyway, I got
tired of writing South High's 1930 Football Team.. So'L figured
well it was 1930 and we had at one time, thirty people in a squad
so I just made it 30—30 anddit stuck, end 1 ve.used it ever since.
That was the main’reason‘for-that. |

SOAPES: Did Ford take an active part in the orgenization of 1t?
BROWN: Not at that time. See, heﬂwes awey at school. And
then he went on to Yale, of course, as you know, and then the war
came along. He was back’ here for a little while in his law office,
which I think you know.

- SOAPES: With Phil Buchen,

BROWN: : Right. We used torneet in the summer, now we only
meet for this Thanksglving th1ng. In fact, this year will be.the
big year because we have everybody, the wives. Otherwise it;s
just members. But every five years we have the families - - wives,
;grandchlldren, sons, daughters. 4Last time we had it, five years
ago, we had 128 people.' Just what will develop this year, I don't
know. (

SOAPES:'~ ":K%bid‘you or any of:the others from:the South High
group get involved in the political arena here in Grand Rapids?
BROWN: ~ No. | n o

SOAPES: You‘didn'tjwprk with the fHomergront?"
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BROWN: No. In 1948, as I started to say, we used to meet

in the summer;; - June, I think - - I've got the records somewhere
because‘I used:to keep reéords of whatmwe‘spent and what we did at
these meetings. The meeting was at Gerald R Ford s [Sr.] home = -
that's when he announced that he was going to run for. ‘congressman .
from the;fiﬁth_districtNot Michigan. At that time most of us didn't
even realize we lived in the fifth district, but we did. I wasn't
interested in.politics at ali.‘ But, hete; Ford naturally wanted us
to get his peiition signed;:which we didtk Thdt was his first public
announcement'to run for the congressman from the fifth district.
SOAPES: So you didn't have any involvement with the "Home
Front" organization. |

BROWN: No, not until that time. Then everybody did every-
thing they could for Ford because he wasn't to well—known. He had
been an all-city center two years, and he had been an all-state
center his last year. But other than that he wasn't too well-known

in the city and, of course, out of our county in Kent where the .

fifth district which - - they are not now, it's Ionia - - but Ottawa

County didn't know him. That's why he wentiout in. the farm and
stood with the old farmer and'the old hollander, you might say,
because Ottawa County is practically all Hollander, you might say
dominated - - Holland descent. ’

SOAPES: Was there much of that Dutch population here in

Kent.County?
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BROWN: Still is, still is.’ It's getting away from it now,
but it wasrmostly known as a Dutch town. They had blue laws - -
noth1ng could be open on, Sunday, you couldn't buy anything. But
that s gradually faded away, no more of that, practicaily anythigg
that wants to be open now is open L :
SOAPES: | Do you recall from thatvcampaign of '48 what'types

of issues, what type of campaign he ran? I'm thinking in particular
of the primary against Jonkman? |
BROWN: He campaigned- most that Jonkman had been in there too
long and he didn't do anything - - he figured he had it won and he
didn't do anything. And one thing ‘that Ford did - - he would not
promise anything he couldn't produce, and that ‘was true from the first
day that I met him - - that was one reason he lost out-as President
of the senior class. He would not promise anything he didn t think
he could do, and he did the same thing in ‘his pre31dentia1 campaign.
He never made & promise that,he didn't think he could keep, Maybe
some of them heleouldn't keep, but he thought he could at:the’time.
N But'old Barney Jonkman figured he had the thing sewed_np,-;f no
young whlppersnapper was going to beat him. " And’Ford spent a 1d£i
.of time in fact I think, you may know he was late for his wedding
and had manure on his shoes when he got there‘hecause he was out
meeting people face to face. People couldn't figure out for one
thing why he was single. Well he went with different girle as far :

as that is concerned. Now this Brown which.iarno relation of mine
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that you know - -

SOAPES: ' Yes, Phyllis Brown.

BROWN: E Andjﬁé-wént with girls in high school, but I don't
know, I can't say_he was.Very aggressive but hg was maybé more of a-
gentleman than the rest of us were when it came to the opposigg:éex.
To help win the electiqﬁ isn't the only reason he married Betty
there is no question about that - - but.he figured if he was
married he would stand a little better chance in the primaries. But
don't misunderstand me that that was the only reason .he got married,
because it wasn't.

SOAPES: I understand that. I'm about thq,samé age he was
then, and I'm not married either.

BROWN : I was twenty-five before I was married.

SOAPES: Was that'queétion raised at all in the campaign?

Did Jonkman try to say anything?

BROWN: Not that I recall no, no.

SOAPES: You mentioned hiﬁ loosing the race for President of
the Senior class. Who was it that'won?’ |

BROWN: ';Fﬁill [Williém] Schuiling. Hé's a banker in
Washington now. I think he handled the fund for the pool at the
White House. fRemember whép,they'got donations, subscriptions when
they built the poo;;when Ford)was President. I think he handled
that end of it. ,

SOAPES: Once Ford was elected, did he maintain close ties back

-13-

e




here with his old friends and’the peopleiwho had worked for him?

BROWN: -+ Yes, he spent as much time back here as he p0851bly
could but he campaigned a11 the time for other people too. The

night that he took over as President that Nixon was going to resign - -
well, I had the house full of TV cameras and everything else but -

I got a call from a St Louis paper - - I can 't reca11 the name of

the paper - -

SOAPES: Post-Dispatch?

BROWN: = Could well be. ;

SOAPES: Or the Globe?Democrat?

BROWN: Right. They didn't ask me anything about Jerry Ford.

'~ They wanted to know if I thought that Betty.Ford could handle being
the First Lady. I said, "My God, she raised four hids with no help
from him because he was gone all the time and I think if she can
handle that." ~ She raised those kids He was home when he could be,b
but he s a politlcian in a sense of an honest politician - - he 8
gone a11 over.the country speaking for other people-at that time

' when he was a congressman. Because I think it's, well in either'
his book or hers, that the children wouid have to redo their
routine because he was going to come hone - - they had to drop
their dates because dad was going to be home for the weekend or,a'
day or two, which was true.

SOAPES: Did you notice a trend in his personality in the"'

early years of being much of the politician typef
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BROWN: - A leader.

SOAPES: - A leader.

BROWN : _ More of a leader. Because if there was a situation
he would move into it.- You know when they say, he couldn't chew
gum and walk at the same time was a lot of bunk because if a
decision had to be made, he'd make it.

SOAPES : ; Can you remember ‘some examples of where you thought
this really stood out in your’personal relatlonship with him?

BROWN: ‘Well, the only one that amounts to too much -~ - I

don't know if you will recall be1ng your age - - there was alwaysu Jh’

talk about a communlstic element in this country. They wrote some
stuff on the steps golng into the gym at South High and just like
that Ford had a bunch of us : out there and made them scrub it off
with a br1ck what they wrote ~ The exact word1ng of what they

wrote I w111 not go into, but we d1d And he was basically behlnd

it - - getting that out of»there,.getting it over and,done with.
MSOAPES: This wasiwhile you were still students.

BROWN: Right; It was back in f28“or '29, it wouidn;t have
been '30. |

SOAPES: That's interesting, 1 hadn't heard that storybbefore.
BROWN: | ‘But herwas’the same as we were. He»and I were
athletes. They had an elevator at South High - - it was three

floors - - the elevator was for the teachers and handicapped students.

One day Ford and I come down the hall and decided we'd ride to the
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third floor in the elevator: We got off on the third floor we ran
right into Mr. Buikema, ‘who was a- teacher at that time and 1ater
was- super1ntendent of schools in the c1ty And we got reprlmanded
right there, that if we were athletes we should be able to climb
the stairs. But as far as getting into any - - what can you cali
it - - hell raising - -.there was. very 1itt1ezof that: We”had a.
feud going between South High and Creston;High School at one time.
Creston High School sits back quite awaws from Plainfieid,Avenue,
zand I've seen that thing packed with kidsi- - somebody hitting
somebody else’for no reason and nobody kneW‘why they were thereﬂto
start with. E
SOAPES: But Ford wasn't the type of perSon,whotuight be
found in a brawl situation. - _$ -
BROWN : No. Not unlesslhe/got;pushedyright in the middle'off~:‘
it. Otherwise, to look for it, no.r - : | | ’
SOAPES: Was he known as academically talented in'high'school?
BROWN: © Yes. T sat with him in one American” history class
and 1t-comes’in very good because, as you know, he writes left
“handed, and I sat on his right side and it was very easy to read
what he put down, because, as you know, he was an honor student.
His grades were good, He was an Eagle Scout How he had time to
do all this - - football was the only sport I participated in - -
he was in football, basketball and track. Of courseasomebody W%l}

tell you he was on the wrestling team too, but there was no

¥
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wrestling and‘there:was no basebell at South High at that time either.
When we,the 30—30 Club, Were .going to go to Washington there was one
guy called me, said he was the captain of the wrestling team in 1930
with Ford and he thought he ought;to g0 - — no way. Heks:well‘liked.
There's very few people who'don’t likethim,' Politiciens, ag you
know, he has as many friendsgthat are Democrats as he does other-
wise. )

SOAPES: I get an impression that‘he was the type of person as
a high school student who was always active physically, always doing
something; |

BROWN: ‘Right, and still keeping up with his studies. As I
say he worked. In the summer he workedeut;at,Reed’s Lake, which
was an amusement park at that time. ZHave‘you done any tape with

Mr. Delamar who he worked for?

SOAPES: No.
BROWN : The man that he worked for at one time.
SOAPES: I haven't. When he wasje congressman, you said he

was around aklot, was his name in the paper freﬁuentlyﬁ— - headlines
of Ford does this, Ford does thet? |

BROWN : Not too much as I recall, no. But he spent an awful
lot of time in Grand Rapids when he could. He used;to come out to
the house because he knew Mrs. Brown - - her name was Betty the samek
as Betty Ford - - he would be here to some Republican gathering.ot

some speech or something - - it would be ten or eleven o'clock at
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night or a 1ittie earlier maybe’— - he would come’out to the house.
He said if I go down to the hotel Art, I d either have to sit in
my room or if ‘I set in the bar somebody wants something AHe d come
out and sit on the davenport.and we'd talk about our klds - I only
have one son so he'd have more to talk about ;han I WQuld As I

say in a bar, Ford would drink same as you or I' not to any excess,
never, But now I see he s cut, it Out for pecan ice cream because

there's so many calories in it in the cocktail.,”I ve seen some of

the letters he used to get when he Was a: congressman He did a lot

soE
‘I

for the little people we'll say He s got some letters that some- |
body's son came home from the Army, only had one shoe - Now that's
just like going back to the teacher and saying my kid lost his
mittens at school, but he'd do it. I“don 't believe anybody ever
wrote him that Wanted help:that'didn't get it, I run into people
yet today that tell me what Ford did for them when he was chgressman.
SOAPES: So he kept his fences mended by resbonding to the
requests of the people. | o

BROWN: | Right; He was always hereyonia holiday when there
was a parade. As:you know, he was up'at’Cedar,Springs infthis redh
flannel deal; he was out here at Comstock'?ark - - he always’had a
parade. As I say, he was on the road wheneyer3there was?the
opportunity to, as you say, -mend his tences.l,He kept in contact:

with the people, let's put it that way. He didQnot 1oose~contact

at any time,’and he was a wonderful memory. I wish I had the
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memory he's: gbt. He calls thesé older farmers by their first name,
yet. When he came back heﬁe_as Vice-President, first time he come
back, &e were out here'ét the airport, the 30-30 Club was there,

we were out at the plane and of course‘they were Iined_on both sides,
the county representati&es. He got off that plame - - here it is
dark - - he's calling them by their fifét name. His memory is
wonderful, sharp, very sharp. ”How he éan remember it all, I do not
know. When they say hé stumbles ‘and this and that, as yoﬁ'may know,
he has trouble with his oﬁé knee'; -'he\was operated on the knee

in Ann Arbor. He pretty near féll down at’Nixon's inauguration; he
stumbled on those s;eps and he caught himself just in time. That
stumbling has nothing to do with this_up here, not at all. It is
that knee gives out on him, that's the whole thing. It's too bad
that they had to blqw up tﬁaq part‘of it when he fell getting 6ff

the plane - ~

SOAPES: The airplane in Vienna.
BROWN : ’ Right.
SOAPES: Do you remember any @ime during his service as con~

gressman when h;'was involved in COntrdVersial matters that generated
sbme sort of criticism Qefe at home for him? Where either the press
or some of the politicél peopléAback here woﬁld be highly critical

of what he was doing. w

BROWN: He got into a littie'controvefsy when he back;d Mrs.

[George] Romney to run for the senate against [Philip] Hart. That
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kicked up a little, but not as much as the charge that he had
received money for his campaign which was not legal. At one time

there was quite a deal about that - -

SOAPES: = = The Seafarers Union, I think it was.
BROWN : Right, that somebody had”gi?eh him money. It did
not develop into a big buBBle,.butfif{étérted - - it could have.

In no way was he involved in what fhey said. The money was turned
over to the Republican party;?he did not keep the money. I think
they tried to blow that up qui;e‘a bit but he proved that it wasn't.
In fact, he's something like I am: he's a keeper of everything that
might be some day of use; When he was investigated before he was
made Vice-President, he had receipts and everything else for every-
thing that he had ever bought that was related to the job. He's
rather a pack rat, you might say, same as 1 am. I've got stuff way
back - - used to be Brown's junk, now it's Ford's memorabilia - -
changed right away. [Laughter] But as\I say, as far as anything
scandelous there was something abéut when he tried to get [Justice
William O.] Douglas impeached. There was criticism of bringing in
a Playboy magazine or somé'magazine of that type where Douglés had
made a statement I believe. Bﬁt this monéy deal 1 think was the
biggest thing, that tﬁey tried to say that he had received personal
contributions to himself, which, as it turnéd out, was not true-at
all, that he had‘to’show that it was‘tﬁrned over to the Republican

party, not to him.

-20-



SOAPES: In reading some of the newspaper clippings from the
1950s that he kept in his scrapbooks that are over at the library,
I noticed a number of references to local politicians wanting to
get him to run for governor or senator in the '50s. Did that get

very wide public discussion?

BROWN: Do you mean for or against?
SOAPES: Either way.
BROWN: No. As you recall, or maybe you don't know this,

Senator [Arthur] Vandenberg took Ford under his wing in Washington
when he first came. Of course, Vandenberg was a senator and well
liked, a Hollander from this town. Well, when he died, there was
talk of making Ford £ill out his unexpired - -

SOAPES: Being appointed by the governor.

BROWN: Right. But they didn’'t think his personal finances
would be apt for the job. I thought that stunk, myself. Here's

a man that could do the job — - I don't know if he actually wanted
it as far as that's concerned - - but the talk was that his own
finances wouldn't be high enough to handle that job.

SOAPES: What about the other rumors involving running for
governor then in the mid '50s?

BROWN: There wasn't too much excitement about it I didn’t
think, and no way did he want it.

SOAPES: He indicated to you he wasn't interested at all.

BROWN; The only thing that he wanted, he wanted it badly,
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was speaker of the house, that was his one political ambition. Butéﬁ?
there never,was enough Republicane in there at the time he was there
to get him in that seat. I personally think he would have rather

had that than vice—preeident'or president, but he never planned on
that. In fact he would have retired that 1ast year; 1976 he would
have been all done. |
SOAPES: Can you recall the first time he mentioned to you

that his ambition’was to be speaker:ef the heuse? '

BROWN: ~ Well, I think tight'from the start. He thought that
was the most wonderful job in the world -~ - no specific incident, nof
But he always had that longing, q:ean or whatever that some daybhe<¢57
could sit in that seat. That was his)one amhition,~and he never :‘
had any yearning or any thought of running for: president or vice-‘
president. They wanted him to run for vice—pre51dent at one time
as you recall - -~ I have thatbnewspaper'here somewhere -‘ffand he

didn't particularly care about that.

SOAPES: There was a boom for him in '60 and again in '64.
BROWN: Right, Gerald Ford for vice—president.

SOAPES: What do ‘you recall of the reaction here in town to’ his ‘
nomination to be vice-presidént in 1973? 7

BROWN: Wonderful, wonderful. The FBI is. the one that did
the investigatlon - - the town was full of them -- and evidently
everybody give a good word because he passed 1et s put it that way

But they were pretty clever: they asked me things that they already '
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knew the answer. This money deal which I couldn't recall a while
back, they brought that up. And after I said - - they said, "That's
right." But, as I say, he was the most thoroughly investigated
president we ever had, and I don't believe there's ever been any
scandal about him. And his favorite past president, the same as
mine is Harry Truman, and poor old Harry, he might have used some
strong language but he never went out of line in his role as
president of the United States or any other office, I don't believe - -
the same with Ford.

SOAPES: Was there a feeling in the town that the local boy
has made good?

BROWN: Right, right everybody - - Democrats or Republicans
alike, they all liked him.

SOAPES: You were telling me you organized then, after he

was President, the trip to Washington.

BROWN : Right.
SOAPES: That took you, what, six months you said?
BROWN: Oh, easily. It started when he was vice-president.

I wrote and I said "Jerry, if you can find a hotel where we can

stay and is agreeable to your security" - - because as you know
the Secret Service has got him covered like a blanket - - "and meet
us there for the breakfast." Then he become president, and then he

wrote and said, "Betty and I think it is a wonderful idea and we

will have it in the White House," and put me in touch with Nancy
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Howe, one of Mrs. Ford's aides. And from then on I went Back aéd
forth with her on the phone. We tried to get South High's school
song — — the Marine band played for the breakfast, you know,
smaller part of an orchestra, whatever they got. We had{a héékzbf_
a time finding anybody who had the music. [Laughter] And peop;e‘
who hadn't attended any of our meetings on Thanksgiving showed’up;
they all got an invitation from the White House. There was only
one person that didn't go because he didn't agree with Ford's_-
pardon of Nixon. There were others in the group that didn't agree
with him - = I don’'t agree’with‘him - - but that had nothing to do
with it, I didn't think. Anybody that was that simple that because
of his political move wouldn't go with the group - -.

That‘night at the White House he and I were down in.
the Oval office - - Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Ford were still up in the
living quarters - — and talked down there and I wanted to see
Liberty, you know, the dog, so we went outside. And, of course,
we had no more than stepped out the door than the Secret Service
were ahead and behind us. That's when I said to him, "Jerry, what
in the H did you pardon this guy for?" He said, "Art," - - he told
me practically the same thing that's been published - - "I was
spending most of my time on this Watergate thing, and thé'best
advisers and everybody told me the best thing I could do is pai'don
him. I [Ford] personally thought it was the right thing to do,"

but he said, "if I hadn't of and they would have started a trial
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against President Nixon there was nothing I could do. It would
have dragged on for five, ten years through the courts." And he
said,"I didn't think it ﬁas the right thing for this country to
have to suffer. I thought, if I pardon him, this is my own
thoughts, [Ford's] if I pardon him.we;d get this out of the way
and maybe I could get the country bénk-so it believes in govern-
ment again and get it going." He said, "If I had to do it dvgr
again, I'd do it. I knew that there was going to be some reé&gipn
and repercussions against it, but I didn't think they would be
quite as bad as they were. But if I had it to do over_agaiﬁ I'd
do it, becauselhe said, "the prime reason Qas to get the country
back, if I could, that they believed in government and get us out

' which it was.

of this mess,'
Personally, my own - — I can't see what any féolﬁ

would do this. What did he go in there for, Watergate, Ni#pn?lh

He had the election won. There was no reason for it that I qén

see. And anybody who was foolish to keep tapes against hiﬁéélf

is foolisher yet.

SOAPES: You were telling me eérlier about the tiﬁe you

first called him "Mr. Prgsident," that he took some umbrage or“:

didn't particularly care for that.

BROWN : He said "Art, you know me beféer than tﬁafl"'

SOAPES: But did you continue to call him Mr. President or-

was it Jerry?
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ﬁROWN: , Not to his face, no. Usually when I;talk about him.
to other people I don't refer to him as{Jg;ry, no. Some . people

that know him as well\as*I:do, yes. And on that same point, see I
talked to him on the phgpe after he becbme president, but when;ﬁeﬁ'
got to the;Whité House,ithe‘&ay;before Tﬁanksgiving, he had a |
schedulellined up for us. We‘went,back to ;he capitol ;ndithey

took us all through tﬁis and that. We ha& hét.seen him, Mrs. Brown
nor I, personally since he had become President. Well we.weré“back
in our room at’fhe White Hbﬁse'— -~ .Susan was right across the hall
from us, she wés in aﬁd out of our rooﬁ‘like we belonged thergé- -
in fact she had been in‘our home, too. Anfﬁay, as I say, we had

not met him face to face as president. .So ﬁe'ré gqing»dpwp to
dinner, and he wasn't at the White House when we arrived, we hadn'fl
seen him as yef. We were going down to dinne;;‘énd%Mrs. Browﬂ:éays

| to me, '"Well, what do we do. After all he‘ié ;héipresident o@ﬂour '
country." She said, "Are we going to shake hands pf'do we‘boﬁ or .
what?" And I said, "God, I don't know. Just pléy it bywear, I
guess." So when we get down there he's sitting on the davenport‘*'
with his feet up, because that ;eg’bothersfhim; reading theépaper !
and he jumpéd up énd hugged and ki;sed her whiéh he has done befpge%.'
and that took care of the protocblvright there. It was just ther -
same as always. He's never been‘any different to us than h;,eVef'
was at any time. But as I say after all he wésqthg'president}of

the United States, which I have a lot of respect for. Although
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I don't like this guy that's in there, I still respect Carter as the
president, in that way. Bﬁt\I didn't know exactly whétiwe.wete
going to do to.tell you the truth - - how he would be after he
become president [Ford], but it was no different, no change whatso-
ever. And Betty was the same way. |

SOAPES: Dpid you'detect any chaﬁge in the attitude of the town
of the local press here £owards him whenlhe went.fvpﬁxcongﬁeﬁam&ﬂﬁﬁ%
to vice-president to president?

BROWN: He had good publicity here I think‘because Maurj

DeJonge, who was é repdrter at the Grand Rapids Press - - he is no

longer there, he's now a county clerk f”— was very favorable.tO'him.
In fact, he went to Washington when we went, the 30-30 Club. He was
in the driveway with a phbtographer when Mrs. Brown and I arrived

at the White House. They covered that well here, not only ;ﬁatebut |
the TV stations as well. We got é lot of mileége, you might séy on
the TV. |

[INTERRUPTION]

BROWN: . TV coverage and .news coverage here, in fact the’whole
country had very good coverage on it.“For the 30-30 Clﬁb‘Irsub—
scribed to one of these news deals that covers all United States
papers that send you the clippings.

SOAPES: A clipping service.

BROWN: Yes, I have that. I have pretty near every paper

in the country.




SOAPES: Have you had much contact since he's been out of the

White House?

_BROWN: ‘Xes.
SOAPES: : Again, is it still_the'same?
BROWN: Still the. same, same man. [Pointing to a picture]

These were taken at the ground breéking, in fact that one there is
the coach standing Behind him, Mrs.  Brown and I.’ And those are all
members of the 30-30 Club; their.ﬁives. They were all invited to
thé.ground’breaking of the museum. But’he’s still the same.

-SOAPES: Was there much feeling of resentment or unhappiness
- here when he decided not to{moye back to Graﬂd Rapids?

BROWN: ' ‘: -Some, yes, thergis been'crificism. But you know
.Bett&;s Health does not go along withAthis?étmosphere.' One criticism
though, there may be sﬁme basis for it, I cén't say :ight:or,qung,
for his skiing, that'hé'does nqt come back to Michigan%to ski.' Now
theré is criticism against that, because thefe is good skiing here,
maybe not this year‘but.it's getting that way. I«think’he:would have
‘created é liftle.better feeling if,ﬁe would have cOme‘back;here;
maybe onee~ - I don't say he had to build here, no. But he built

in Vaii or bought the apartment'or whichever tq ski. Well, the

north land of Michigan is quite critical of that, that he didn't

come here . at all. It was a point. But, in my own, I figured, what
the heck, he can live where he wants . to, that’'s his'business. If

I want to . move I can move. I moved.out of thé'city of Grand Rapids
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when I retired.and moved out here. People said, "¥ou gping togo -
to Wyoming" —,—‘they figured the state of Wyoming, not the city.
SOAPES: So, the relatioqghips he's been able to mainﬁain\

pack here are,still there; he still has‘the‘tiesrback.heré.’

BROWN : Now he will be here for the Lincoln day dinner,

which is March, I don't know? 24;h twenty sométhing,,ﬁe'll be

back here. He's been in énd’oﬁé of here with this Ford Museum
Committee. As I say, maybe I personally have had more contact

with him than anyone else, that is going back over fifty yéars

or so, being that I - - run, that's not the word I want - - over-
seeing this 30-30 Club because it's been left up to me, mostly. -

If a decision is made, I make it. And being on that museum committee,
I don't agree - - that's another place that Ford and I disagreed - -
I didn't want the museun there. I'still don't like it, but it's
going to be a beautiful building, good. But thé'reasén it's made

in a triangle is the very thing I sai&,‘"What'agout the noise off
the expressway?" You know where it is. Here'é the expressway.

Well, you get seven or eight diesel trucks going by there;—’— I
wanted it down on Jefferson A§enﬁeibetﬁeen the Grand RapidégMuﬁéﬁﬁfi
and St. Mary's Hospital, but there wgq—tOO'much politicai and
financial backing that this other §idé.had aﬁd I gog}én't swing‘:
that. It's going to be a beautifﬁi,building, bt ig'S;a lot m;ref -
work than we ever thought; We thqught'We'd»geE the'building gﬁd;

then the National Archives would take over. Well, that's not true.?
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We've got to put the exhibits in there.too - - I didn't know that.
And, as you know, the cost due to inflation is,gqing up-and up. and

up and up.
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