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This interview is being condﬁctedeith M:l‘Philip Buchen in his
office in Washington, D.C. on January 18, 1980. The interviewer

~ 1is Dr. Thomas Soapes. - Preggnt for the interview are Mr. Buchen
and Dr. Soapes. S :

SOAPES: Your.f{rst’éontact with Gerald Ford came in the

mid 1930s, didn't it?

BUCHEN: ‘ Yes. He was attending Yale Law School on a part-
time basis, while he was coaching football, ané I had entered the
University of Michigan‘the fall of the yeaf in which he graduated.
But since his home was in Grand Rapids, it was customary for him
to drive through Ann Arbor whenever he came home from New Haven,
and I was in the fraternity to which he had belonged, and he used
to stop there. And I first got to know him as he came through Ann
Arbor on his way B;Ck’from Yale to go to Grand Rapids. And then -
it was customary for the members of that fraternity to gather for
New Year's Eve and New Yéar's‘day in Grand Rapids,'wherever people
lived, and usually“he stayed on iq,Grand Rapids thréugh'New Year
and‘We used to see each other then. |

SOAPES;iV Did you begin then to becpme very close friends
this early? | |

BUCHEN: Wergot tb~bé closer friends one summer when. Jerry Ford
took some courses at the Univéféiéy_of‘Michigan Law School beéause.
Yale did not have a summer.program in fheir law school. So he got. -

credit at Yale Law Sgggpl‘fbr;some courses at the‘Unngrqity'of

Michigan. And that summér.we bdtq stayed*ét the fraternity house

21



while we were attending law school “So there we began to see each
other every day, whereas the other,_earlier, meetings were on a

) rather casual basis. And then the summer of 1940, before either
‘of us had graduated from law school I was in New York City :
clerking at a.Wali Street law firm, and Ford stayed in New York

to help work at the national headquarters of the [Wendell] Willkie
campaign,a And very often in the evenings we used to get together.
And it was on that occasion when we were both planning our futures,

he said that he intended to go back to Grand Rapids after he grad-

 uated from law school to open a practice because he thought it would

be better for him to go back ta the community where he was known

And I suspect although I m not quite clear in my memory, that one

of his motivations must have been that if he was going to go into
politics it would be better to go back to a city where he was well-
known and lived most offhis‘life and that was part of the motivation.
~ Although since he,was[trying:to induce me to join him in law‘practice
there, I suspect that.he didn't tell me outright that that was'just
preparatory‘tofhiS'getting into politics or I might not have been‘

interested in Joining him in the law practice.

SOAPES: What were the initial impressions that you had of
Jerry Ford?
BUCHEN: . Of course, at the University of Michigan he was a

well-known figure. Even after-he left people knew who he was ; -
, o TvER S ‘ ,

his name had been tied with recemt Michigan football activities.
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And so he was just generally well-known anq,,of eourse, was a very
‘attractive figure, an athlete who was good lookingtF - who didn't
look like a tough guy but;who was obviously a superb athlete and a.
Well—built pan, And he was just generally well-liked and had lots

of friendéithat'wererstill in school becausé they had been under- |
elasemen while he was a senior and they‘all knew him - - so he had
generally,a lot of'recognition:there. And that's how I personally
came to-know of him, Also, knowing.I was going to the University of
Michigan, even while I was in the last years of high school I would
follow the Michigan football team, which for the midwest was, of
course, a superb team, although in the yearskFord was there it had
not had veryksucceanul.eeaéons.’

SOAPES: What about personality traits?k‘r ”

BUCHEN: ‘ He was very gregarious, liked a good time; was in

no sense a proud flgure @s gome stars do become even in college;

" seemed to relate weli to people, had affairly hard role because,
even in college,*hemhad t0‘work his way through, so I think that
prevented him’fropfeierkbecoming.a temperaﬂental or haughty person
oecause he ﬁas used to working in numble'surrounuings,jworking in
kitchens and washing dishes and that sort of thing. So 1l guess
just generally, to use the expre581on, he was a good fellow whom
_everybody liked. I think that;deacribee Jerry Ford in‘those days.
- SOAPES: What did he do to pass-away the idle moments,

hobbies or - -



http:we11-bu1.1t

BUCHEN: Well, he is sort of a kinetic individﬁal; I think
’he has to be active. And he was always engaging in a variety of
sports. He loved to ski; loved to play tennis; loved to swim; ﬁas
not one to sit<around very much. i.don't fhink he ever spent a
good deaivof time reéding. of coufsé,lhé did ﬁis studies when he
had to, but he ﬁas a very‘acgive individuél arid hgd a good deal of
vigor, was the kind of persbntthgt }iked to get up early in the
morning and get gqingy#ndféééhed to;thrive,dnyless sléep and rest
than most people ﬁeéd;'? | |

SOAPES : He wasn't the type éf person you'd expeét to find-in

the library, but you would find him}put on an intramural field.

BUCHEN: Right, passing‘é football or throwing a baseball or
something.
SOAPES: Having been‘in a fraternity, was he known to engage

in some of the pranks that some fraternities are well-known for?
BUCHEN: Oh, I doubt thét.‘ Of course by that time fraternities
had sort of tamed down. I don't know whether it was because of the
depreséi&n at that time but students were more’serious generally,
because‘ﬁany of them were there at'what was then considerable expense
or burden, having to make it on their own or live on modest allowances
from their families. So fra;ernities had ceased at that time to do-
some of the antics and escapa&es that were known or were reputed in
the twenties.

SOAPES: Did his close friends tend to mirror his interests,




or did he tend to attrgct opposities’

BUCHEN: ~ Hia two closest friends were not athletes, Eddie
Landware and Jack Beckwithc who were both fraternity ‘brothers and"
I guess, had only one - thing‘in common, they both came -from fairly
wealthy families; and they were very close friends of Ford's right
through college and long afterwards - they'd see each other very
frequently. -

SOAPES: Did this fact that they were from wealthy families
tend to be an attraction for Ford’ -

BUCHEN: Well, I think it must have been. Not that he was
associating with them because they had wealth but because they were
also attractive people, and I suspect that-it uas,kind of reassuring

to know that you could come from a relatively humble background and

easily make friends with the wealthy.

SOAPES: Now as you got to knowfhim then in New York, he was

involved with the Willkie,campaign. I think he‘had gotten that o
position through Frank McKay’ | W’A
BUCHEN' Right Yes, the story goes “that his father had asked ’
Frank McKay to see if he could help Jerry get a position. And I
remember his father telling me that Frank McKay after Jerry s
.father had called him to make this request, very shortly afterwards
sent: one of the salesmen of a publication he owned and solicited an

advertisement from Jerry Ford, Sr's. company. So that was the way

McKay was operating. He had many,-many business interest and



advanced his business interests throughnhis political connections

~ and through the political favors he did. So this was one evidence

of it.
SOAPES: “ Hdw%well did you know~Ford‘s parents'7
BUCHEN: v Later I got to know them quite well when I JOlned

Jerry in Grand Raplds to open our 1aw ofche, of course. Before

we settled down, it d go up weekends and stay at his home. vAnd in
the summers ; - they had a cottage on Lake Michigan - = 1'd join
the family there and when they had‘family events I would he invited,
along with my wife atuthat time. And se I got to know them andﬁ

became very fond of them, and they took me in almost as one of

the family.
SOAPES: What personality traits do you remember about them?
BUCHEN : Well, Jerry's gregariousness and his attractive

features and his waj with people, I think that he got from his
mother, who was a very sociable woman and loved people, loved to
be with people, was a great conversationaliat and.always wae iﬁ;h
terested in people - - took a great'interest ih‘all of Jerry's
friends, girls and boys - - and I'm sufZ gave him his warm out-
going qualities. |

Hie father, who was not his natural father of course, was a man he
admired greatly because he was a man of high prihciples, rather
stern looking but really notlstern acting. And he felt a great‘

responsibility to bring up not only Jerry but his natural sons
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in a highly prinqipled way, but he, I think, was not‘a;.gregarious
" or as socia}}j at ease as either the mother or Jerry wéé.AH

SOAPES : What‘did~you notice’ébout the relati&néhip between
Jerry‘Ford Junior and Senior and as well as hiS'ﬁqther? Was there
a good parent-son relationéhip?

BUCHEN: Oh,;yes. dh, yes,‘indeed., In fact I got the im-
pression that the father was.vefy é;néerned never to make Jerry
feel that he was aifferenf:froﬁ hisubrothers in anyiseﬁ;e - - of
course he even kept hidden,from him until it came out by accideﬁf
that he was nof barn of the fathét witﬁ-whom he wag_liying. Aﬁd
so I think'becaqse”bf the dgFermination of Jerry For&, Sr. to see
that this stepson of his ideﬁtified solely with him and never felt
discriminated against or different from the other brothers; maybe
there was even a little spoiling of Jerry and a little more attention -
paid to him and a little more care taken with his upbringing than

in the case of the other boys.

SOAPES: ‘ What about his relationships with his half-brothers?
BUCHEN: 0f course, there was some agexgap there - - I'm trying .
to think - - there must be six or seven or eight years,; and so I

think generally there was a éeﬁsé of looking up always;to their
bigge;4broth¢r.‘ 0f course, that would*havé.ﬁeen'in the period
when I didn't know the family, because by the time I got.td know

the Fords, the other boys had all reaéhed cqllege_age or mnear

. college age and they were not around as much. They didn't go




around in the same crowd because of the differences in ages, so

I never did really see them as a group except maybe on some family
occasion when everybody would come for dinner or gomething. But
I'm sure there was always great admiration from the younger boys

to the older boy and certainly no sign that Jerry didnft feel close
to the boys, but I think because of the difference_of the ages they
never really shared many experiences togethef excebt when»thef’were
all in the company of their parents.

SOAPES: During that summer of 1940 in New York when you
would get together in the evening, what things did he talk about
concerning the Willkie campaign that seemed to intereét.him or
excite him the most?

BUCHEN: I really have no recollection of that. I think at
that time there was a great concefn about the upcoming war, the
threatened war, and I think thagrﬁas what conéerned us more, really.
And the question was whether Willkie was the man to keep us out of
war or Roosevelt would get us in war, that sort of thing. Aé you
know, the stuﬂents who were ;ducated afﬁer World War I had gone
through an experience of learning that made“them very anti-war,
with the feelingAthat war never éolved.anything, and there was
certainly a well-inbred passivism, more of a practical passivism
rather than an'}dealistic one. And of course the Aﬁerica Firét’

Committee was something that Jerry Ford had gotten into. Appar-

ently it was a fairly’actiye group on the Yale campus. I don't




recall that it became much of a factor at the University of
Michigaﬁ campus. I don't remember when that’was fo;med, but

it certainly must have been operating prior to the summer of

'40 on the Yale campus, and that i think was of ‘greater concerni
almost = - I mean our minds were diverted to that and_away from
domestic poliéiés excepf’ég'the electioﬁ might bear on whether

we th,into tﬁe war or not.‘ -

SOAPES:;* _.‘ Did,hg have very strong feeiingé‘that we shouid
stay out of the European conflict?

BUCHEN: - ‘Oh!yes, as we al;idid. The transformation that came |
over thié éoﬁntry éfEer Pearl Harbor - - it was jhst a change.dver
night, of course, é;&qll éise'waé forgotten because oé.a feeling
of outrage at whét had happéned‘to o?i“§puntry, But prior to then’
it was very difficult’to‘rouse the‘interést pf younger people in
going to war for aﬁy :eason.,  |
SOAPES: And his point of view followed that same pattern.
After Pearl Harbor he then was - -

BUCHEN: Oh yes, yes, shocked like all of us, it shocked

him of course.

SOAPES: You mentioned earlier that prob§bly he had in the
back of his mind that going back to G;and Réﬁids was the chance to
set up a political career. Had he talked at all about his interest
in politics for himself? |

BUCHEN: I don't think so. People have asked me that question




before, and I don't think he was that’definitegy Ifthink he always
felt that he wanted to be involved in politics but maybe only as sort
of a McKay figure-rather than as an elected official. Those were!the
days when you could'do'an awful,lothin politics without running for
office yourself. And I‘think his idea of actually leaving the law
practice and gettiné into politics probably'came as the result of
some of the reflecting he did during the war when he was serving.
Also, as a result of the fact that there suddenly popped up what
seemed to be a real opportunlty for a young‘person to knockiout an
old-time congressman whoseiideas by that time were anathema to Ford
and to»most‘of us who had seen how important it was,hbecause;of
having gotten involved so late in the war, that our concern for

how the world was getting along beyond our;shores'should be ai'
constant thing. We had toégenalert to and’getfinVOlved with the |
idea that we wouldn't have to go”through this war again by making

our presence felt, our influence felt,. to stop:thentraiq of events
that could lead to anotherhwar

SOAPES: o . When you were around the Ford family, was politics,
public issues, a topic of frequent conversat10n7

BUCHEN; Yes, because Jerry Ford, Sr., of course, was very‘much
involved in the local political scene,xndt ;again; as an elected‘
officer, but as one who worked for the party and got concerned with -

municipal elections,- And that 's how the "Eome Front“ started be-

cause the community was generally getting quite;resentful at the




political hold and monopoly that Franh McKay had. His methods were
belng more and more exposed as oorruption hecame a matteryof state-
) wide concern, because heinas’indiéted’and‘tried xI think on a
'couple occasions for fraud in‘connection with state bOnd ‘1ssues
vand'some other*things. And the stories were beginning to build .
how he took a rake-off on all the liquor sales through state liquor |
“stores‘and that sort ofdthing. And so there was just a general
feeling that the conmunity had to do something about that man and
the hold he had on the CONMHnity as well as on: the state

SOAPES: | Was the Ford family s interest in’ politics a highly
partisan interest or was it more an issue-oriented interest?
BUCHEN: ‘ »Well,‘lihevnost‘eiuicbpolities, the issues are not
very shsrply drawnji'It's more - ;~do you'runia reasonablyvhonest
government or &on't“youg“,And I thinh_thatfsimply*Said ic. The
elections‘in thehmunicipal offices Qere«sun§03231y on a non-
partisan basis —‘L people were not identified by party on the
voting ballots. -

SOAPES?‘ o ‘SO~their interest was‘in a good government, a clean~.
. up—the—machine type of politics. |

BUCHEN: Right. .

SOAPES: thtdabout Ford'S'friends in New York, other than
yourself that you were around - -'thehgirl.friend that»was well-

known - -

BUCHEN: Phyllis Brown, yes. -Well, I can't reeall‘whether

-1 1‘_
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she was in New York tﬁat summer or not. I don't‘think she was there
regularly}beéause he wduidn'tyhave had‘so4mu;g time‘fo just go off
and meet me all ﬁy,himsEIf}"‘Sorl think she must.have been away

from New York butkdid come occaéionally‘fﬁr a weekend or so and

hé would_seéiﬁer.~iAnd then4I remember she Eame to visit ﬁim_at 

the cdffage, visit the Ford fémily at‘thé cottage, which must have
been in the summer of '41. I don't know where she might have been
that summer, but she certainly didn't seem to be there regularly.
SOAPES: What do you remember about her personality traits?
BUCHEN: Well, of course, she was such a glamour girl and was
one who was so sfrikingithat on first impfession, you thought, well,
here is a very beautiful girl. Yet she had a good personality as
well; it wasn't just looks. I just think she had a lot of spark,

a lot of life, and was always.laughing, joking, and was thoroughly
attractive.

SOAPES: Then when was it that you went back to Grand Rapids
and started the firm with Ford? ’

BUCHEN: Well, we both completed our credits in mid-yéar - -
he at Yale and I at Michigaﬁ - - but since we were starting our own
firm we couldn't begin practice until we had both taken the bar exams
and gotten the results. The bar exams are only givén gwice a year — =
March and September or something. Anyhow, we took them‘togethe;‘in
March, and then we had to wait until June or July for the results.

And in the meantime I worked as a researcher at the University of
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Michigan Law School just to earh some money, and I think Ford did

- nothing for those several months. Then when we f1nally got the bar
exam results I moved ;h'éfand Rapids. In‘the meantime‘I had been
driving up there and ﬁe selected sﬁace for hhe office, made arrange-
ments to get'some furniture and fﬁﬁtfsofi of thing.

SOAPES: How would YOu descrihé Grénd_hapidskin fhat period?
BUCHEN: ~Well, ;t was a very pleasanh place;ﬁideal size for a
city becausé it was ﬁgt so large that it had metrhpolitan prohleﬁs
or the metropolitan disadﬁantages of‘gettiné in and out hf;inrand
around. And yé; it was largé enough to have a diversity oftpeopie
and tdﬂprovide really all the:éervices'and shops‘and ;lfairly good
array of cultural events. And‘itfwas ahrattractive community; it
was well laid dut Q#th beautiful trees andisoméelakes right in the
city. Méhy of.the Grand Rapidh high school graduates went to the
University’of'Michigan so that I had a lot of friends there from
school and Ford had, of course,“acqﬁi;gﬂ many friends, not quy
those that went with him to the University 6f'Michigan huf those
that he had known as a high schoolrstudent. Ahdffrom a lawyatis'
standpoint, would—be lawyer, it ‘was ‘an attractive place. The
quality of the bar was generally good the judges were generally
good.ﬁ In law school it was always ;alkgd;about as a wonderful
place to .practice law, a wdnderful:placé‘;o live if'fou didn't
want’to‘go to New. York or Chicago erClevelandkwhere'SOme.of us

had intended to go,‘éé I had intended to gb;to New York. And it
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was large enough or important enough because it was sort of

the trading center for all of the_western part of the state;

and there was a federal eoutt located there for the western side

of Michigsﬁ,-so that it was generaliy a place that drew business;
not only from the 1mmediate community but from the rest of the

area, from that half of the state. o

SOAPES: : When you think of an athlete you think of someone
who has a strong competitive spirit. Was there a strong competi—
tive spirit in Ford not only ohithe;ahtletic field but then,wheq; o
he got into a business situation? -
BUCHEN: I thihkiless so than in a case of most athletes. He
seemed to be less determined to compete vigorously, or to get an
advantage over the.opposition. "I think ih_that sense he had a much
more balanced attitude than others did, and I think that's why he
always ran his campaigns in a very tempered fashion in terms of how
he hit at his opponents. I never saw him make any move that gave
him an unfair advantage over another person. So I think he was
generally well-balanced in that way, whether it ﬁss the Boy Scout.
in him or the Episcopalian or, I suspect more thsn anything, his
mother's and his father's influences. They were such grand people
that I think they would have been annoyed if he had become a bully
with his brothers or would be the spoiled sport 6: get very peeved
or resentful if he lost a contest. So I think he had a rather ﬁell-

tempered attitude toward competition.
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SOAPES: I'm sure the firn'started'out'very'slpvly - -

BUCHEN : - Oh, indeed.

SOAPES: In his autobiograpgy_hertalks about your initial
clients - - 4
BUCHEN: Yes, one who wanted us to abstract a- title and I

think the Fords had a part—time maid who wanted a divorce anﬂ we
tried to help her get a divorce. And we had, oh Just a variety ofai
little matters that people brought in to us. As partners in our own
firm, we never got any significant matters or clients because the
larger, well—established flrms,.of course, had that business pretty
well cornered.

SOAPES: o So_by the time that it came for him to go off to the
war, your firm was still a struggling, small 1aW«firm.

BUCHEN: Yes; I think, if I remember correctly, I guess our
net income averaged about one hundred dollars a plece per month for
the time that we were together

SOAPES: | And in that time you could snrvive in Grand Rapids?
BUCHEN: Oh,'yes. That's all they wereﬂpaying me in New York.
To live and work in New York I was paid tventy—five dollars a week.
[Langhter]

SOAPES: Now try to do that for a day you don t get very far.
Then after Ford went into the Navy you went into the:law firm with
Julius Amberg?_ |

BUCHEN : Imdidn%t‘go immediately.  What happened afterfFord

¢
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left, there was a rapid exodus of younger lawyers going into the

" service so that some of the older established firms were loosing
their key help. And I got matters referred to me by them whére'
they'd handle the matter but they séid: We've gotta prbblem here;
we'd like some reseafch done. And I worked for them and tﬁey'd
share their fee with me on some agreed-upon basis. And then there
was a justice of the Supreme Court from Grand Rapids, justice of

the Michigan Supreﬁe Court. He lost his research clerk and he came
to me and.said, "Ypu help me out and I'll bring the briefs and“
records home on week ends; you go up to the library and give me
memos on this and that and I'll put you on mywpayroll for the

.period until I can find someone to work with me in Lansing." And
that lasted I guess, for almost a year because I still had a hope
that the war might not last or that I could keep our little office .
going until Jerry Ford got back. Then one of the firms that had
asked me to do some of this work was Julius Amberg's firm, although
by that time he had left to become Assistant Secretary of War énd

he was not in the office. But they were lbosing some of their other
men to the service and they finally approached me and said, "Why
don't you coﬁe'join us?" And I said £ §111 if I have assurances
that when Ford getsfout he can join. Of course I wrote or talked
with him by telephone and discussed”it with him and had his blessings
before I made that move. |

SOAPES: ' Did you keep up a regular correspondence with him?
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BUCHEN: Not particularly. He's not much of a letter writer -
as I recall, I think I kept his family advised and I talked with
them. It wasn't a case where‘I d write him;frequently‘about what ‘
was happening at the office. I may have written several letters
at the beginning, telling him what I was doing, how matters were
proceeding in the office, but that soon ended When he actually
got on the high seas and he got 80 preoccupied with what he was
doing, he didn't really care much what was. happening so far as

the law practice in Grand Rapids waa concerned.

SOAPES: Then he came back from the Navy, d1scharged I

think in '46 )

BUCHEN: I thought it might have been in the fall of '45.

[Ed. note: Discharged February 23 1946 ]

SOAPES: : And then he came into the law firm with you?
BUCHEN: Yes, by thatitime Julius‘Amberg was back and,

of course, was delighted,tofhave him. ’

SOAPES: And‘did he'begin;then to immediately. start looking
at the local political situation? |

BUCHEN; Well, I think that this "Home Front" thing that had
started really before he left had kept going to a degree - ~ it
may not have been called that any more -k— but the group that had
started that would meet and get involved in local politics. And
then his father, I think, during the war had become county chairman

of the Republican Committee and everybody was eager to welcome back
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people from the war and: get them active An ringing door bells, doing
things that you have to do in a political campaign, and he got involved‘
:immediately.“ And then he also, I remember, got involved in various
charitable things, 1ike ‘the Community Chest drive and all that He
1iked to get,out and do,those things. Souhe.immediately got back

into commundty 1ife._ I think it was such a great re11ef to get

through with- the war: and he wanted to get back in ‘the home communit;.

SQAPES: Lo When did_heastart showing an interest invbeing,a :

candidate for office? | ‘
BUCHEN: Well, }et s see -h— there would have been an election.
in '46 when tBartel] Jonkman got ‘re-elected for the last time. And
I'm sure that.JerryEand I didn't do any work to get Jonkman-elected.
There;was no reasonjto: he nas a shoo-in. But it must haue been
after that election in 46 mhen Jonkman was making 1oca1 headlines
because of his opposition to any move on the part of Congress to

get us involved in restoring Europe and maintaining a certain

degree of preparedness and- that sort of thing. So 1 suspect it

was a'combination of that fact and. that he ‘had probably gotten

to see Jonkman when Jonkman was.a candidate in 1946; I'm not

sure whether Jonkman was the congressman before the war or not.

He succeeded a man-named [Carl] Mapes. He was a wellerespected

man, but I think he died in office. I can'tfremember when.

SOAPES. I can't’ recall. the dates either )

BUCHEN:. But Jonkman certainly wasn t well—known to’ Ford or
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me at all. But sqméhoﬁ Ford must have gotten to see him during
that '46 campaign and probably_was less than impressed with him

as 1 was.‘ He wasn't avvery(imbressive méh and Ford - - although
he never said so - - ﬁrdbébly thought, how does this fellow get
elected to Congress? And I think that was how the idea just
gradually dawned on him. .Jéhn Martin, whombyou might want to
interview, 1ives’in Washington, was probably closer;to Ford’oﬁ_
the matter of politics at that time than I was. And John Martin’
was very much committed to getting into politics, getting into.

an elective office. But, as Jerry said afterwards, John decided
he'd go the state route, getting elected first to the state House
of Representatives and then the state Senate And ultimatelyfbecome
one of the second or third officers under the governor. And then
after that he tried for the Senate and lost -'—VU. S. Senate. And
so I think that Johp Mértiﬁ;mﬁst have had many convergétioﬁs with
Jerry thét may in tﬁemse;ves have led Jerry to decide tb run for
office as well. John was as ﬁell—known and from the very beginning
I think probably he'enc@uraged Jérry\to do it - - if not by actual
words, at least by e;ample. o

SOAPES : Also coming»into his life at this time is Betty
Warren. And you had known het;before’then,_hadn't you?

BUCHEN : Yes. She, I think{had lived in Grand Rapids moéﬁ-
of her life. And I got to know her during the Qar because hér

then husband wés in gort of a group with which I used to meet for

¥
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lunch regularly downtown. He worked downtown. And‘we7dvmeet
socially in the eveninés‘ét parties, altﬁough I never reall&‘y

got to know her well - - she wasn't an intimatevfrieng of‘oﬁré.
And I don't think Jerry ever knew hér very well because he.Was

just enough older, different class in school - - not_until after'
he got back and was the’most eligible bacﬁelor in towﬁ,.and“she

was alone. ‘He‘téilé thev;tory weli.

SOAPES:’: | That's an interesting point about being thé'moét
eligiblé‘bachelorvinltown. “Was that something that was generall;u
known gbout him at the time that, "Ford's baék in town". }
BUCHEN: Oh, I think so. I think he's attractive t§ women.
There certainly were a lot 6f other bgchelors, but not many his
age. I mean mostmmen‘had‘gotten married By fha; timé.

SOAPES:: Wg'ré moving towards the‘cagpaign in '48, and he
Began to put together anbbrganization,' I ghink you were“;He one
who suggestedeack'Sﬁiles, |

BUCHEN: Yes. Jack and I were closé‘friengglbecauge we had
been in college together and had't;avaléd\through Europe togefﬁer
as students. Jack was a very interésting fellaé-; - he had a great
ambition to be a writer. Hié father was in business. After he got
back from the service; he devoted a year or more I guess to writing
a book that never saw the publishing déylight, and he was just sort

of not doing anything. Jerry says in his book that I urged him to

run for Congress.. I did, although it wasn't a case of saying, "Jerry




have you ever thought of running fbr-angress? Why don't you do it".
It was a case where he had developed the idea of doing it himself, I'm
sure, or maybe with the influence of Johﬁ Martin more than me{ But I
certainly said, LYou shoqld".‘ And he.said, "How dé I organize the
campaign?" And I said, "Well, Jack Stiles isn't doing anything and
you're golng to have to have kind of an innovatiye type of campaign.
All the experienced politicans probably, one, don't think you have a
chance and two, are henchmen of Jonkman or of McKay, and Jonkman was
one of McKay's proteges. So I‘said,~"You're'going to have to go out
and get someone new whoimay not have had the experience but’who has
at least the independence and, in this case, the imagination to go
about attacking a fairly well—entrgnched figure." So he talked to
Jack and I guess thgy arranged what pay he would wofk;for. And it
turned out to be a great combination becéuse the effort really

fooled the pundits of the community. I remember Julius Amberg,

who was, of coﬁ?se, a Democrat, was véfy enthusiastic about_Fo:d's
running. Because of his e#perience in Wash%ngtqn he was death on
Jonkman, and he knewAthe oniy:one who'éould e;ér‘getvelected to
CongrQSS‘at that timeefrom Grand Rapilds was‘a Republican. So he

very much éuppofted Jerry, but he kept feporting that he had seen

so and so, who knéw all aBoutjthe prés?ects. In fact, he even

talked to Frank McKay ana Frank McKay said, "Ah, ford hasn't a
chance." And that was before thé days of polling, so, you know

you just had to go by your hunches as to who was ahead as far as
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public opinion was concerneé.'

SOAPES: I asked you earlier about Ford's competitive drive.
Now as he actually got into the campaign, did - this competitive drive
tend to come up a 1ittle stronger than notmal?

BUCHEN: f{ .: Well he was determined’to make an all-out effort
beceuse everybody'iikes‘to succeed in what he's doing, but I don't
think he was ever a nastfacompetitor or that he would have been
totally crushed if he'd loSt. You know, President Carter talks
about the terrible trauma that went over him when he lost his

first election. But that wouldn't have happened to Ford, I'm sure.
He made fun of it really; he wasn't.grim_about it, and as a result,
he did innovative things like going out in the morning and milking
a cow and all that. I think he enjoyed it because he likes people
and this was a great way to get to see nore peoplet

SOAPES: Were you around his family enough to see how they
were reacting to the fact that their son was campaigning for
Congress?

BUCHEN: Probably not very much at that time because I think
I had sort of grown away from the family. Without Jerry there
during the war, while we were perfectly good friends, I ceased

to go to their home with any frequency as I had done before. So.
I didn't really observe how the family felt, except I'm sure that
his father was just absolutely delighted, knowing his interest in

politics, and his mother would have been very supportive and
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delighted with it. It was not a case of where the .family might
say, "What's our‘sou doing trying to run for public office when
he won't make any money and interrupt a career7" They felt it

was Just a perfect future for their son. .

SOAPES:V'C . What was Ford's reaction to victory7

BUCHEN: ‘:' Oh again you know you wish you could remember the
night wﬁen the‘election returnshcame in, but:that,s gone. I'm sure
it was justfgreat elation, mayBe even mixed"with a certain degree
of surprise.'

SOAPES: . of course after the primary - - the tough one - - then
the general election - -~ \
BUCHEN:H At that time it was a foregone conclusion - - no one
even remembers his opponent, I don't think.

SOAPES:: ~ The transition then from being the candidate to the
Congressman-elect - - he's got to make the move to Washington.r How
did he react to moving away from Grand Rapids?

BUCHEN: Oh, I don't think that that bothered him. I mean
after all he had been living in New Hayen for s8ix or seveh years.
He's really very much a cosmopelitan pereon; he's not provincial

in any senee ef the word. So, no, I think this was just a nice,
exciting adventure to come down here. And in those days you didn't
really feel you were pulling up yOur'roots, you knou. After all
you were the represeutative from Grand Rapids, and I think euery—

body expected the congressional sessions would become much shorter
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as they had been in ea;lier, untroubled years; I guess if you look
back on the twenties, the sessions ran two, three, or four months
and that was all, and ‘8o I think he didn't reallze how much time -

- ‘ha: w0u1d be away, and he certainly didn t realize the problems that
.wquld ensue onqe he:had children-when-you almost had to keep your
home'in-bhe place orvthe other. And, of course, hecause of the
eistance'tq»Grand,Rﬁﬁidé,‘it had‘to be here for the children. You -
coulgh't be pulling them-in and out of schoels and that sort of
thihg as you wouldédo if you ttied to maintain'a.really.permahent
residence in éfandvRaptda‘and only come here for the partichlar
days of Congress. So, when:he(left, i'm.sure they qut took a
little apartment here, and they bought a dqplex‘in Grand Rahids
which, I think they regardedvaé being their main tesiéence andi
this only an incidental one, but experience proved otherwise This
one in Washington became the main one and that in Grand Raplds
became only incidental . |

SOAPES: ’ Did he ask you to join him in Washington’

BUCHEN: No. He had found ;ohn_Milanowski of course. I'm
not sure how he'found Johns I.ean't remembef that.

SOAPES: " 1'm going to see him next week.

BUCHEN: Oh, you'll find out. I don't‘khew whether John had
~ gotten active in his campaign —- that,may be,:althbugh he.must have
heen only in a volunteer capacity. I don't think he was paid as

John Stiles was. Maybe John was very effective in organizing the
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Polish element for Jerry; because the one Democratic pocket in the
community was among the Polish community And I’suppose it was

important for Jerry to win the nomination that e got the votes of

,Demogr;ats, o

SOAPES: Was it an ;pen- primary?

BUCHEN: Yés.} o

SOAPES: - . And{he didwmake an appeal“across party lines?
BUCHEN: =~ . Oh, indeed. YAnd John may have been effective in

that; but Ford,can confirm that John, with his Polish hame, was
what he needed John had been ‘a Republican and could have been
influential in delivering some of the Polish vote that otherwise
would not have voted in the Republican primary. No, Ford‘never
"asked me partly because he knew my 1egal career had jumped several
notches ahead of where his was because of the delay in his return.
And 1 guess, at that time at least, you hired people who were reaily
subordinates_to you in the office and probably didn'tlhire.high-
powered staffers the wayvcongressmen do now. So he:probablyV‘>
wouldn‘t have asked me4because maybe he thought it'wasn;t‘a fit'
job for me at that point in my career. ‘ |

SOAPES: Did he try to keep his fences mended very early in
his career, to keep in touch with the local people? 1 know he
makes a comment in his memoirs that he madela choice about spending
time on the floor or specializing in constituent service and that

he choose to spend a ;ittle more time on the floor than a lot of
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‘people did. Do you remember what type of contacts with the
district that he had in his first feﬁ years on Congress?
BUCHEN: Well it certainly wasn t as intense as it became

later I believe, I suppose partly because there was a 1ong tradition

e

of always eending the 8gme man back 1 guess Mapes had been there
for thirty years in Congress, and Jonkman, if it hadn,t been for
Ford, would have probably continued on until he died. So there
wasn't a necessity for that deep commitment to constituent services.
I think you 're right that he: probably traveled less to Grand Rapids
than he did 1ater~on. And when he did come there, usually for. the
summer holidays, he'd bring hls family.' I've forgotten when the
first child was born but'I.think fairly early after Jerry got to
Washington -~ - certainly in the first term. And, of course, that
I'm sure kept him here more - - the first child aiweys makes you
stay home. And so the combination of the first child and the fect
that there was no compulsion or necessity to spend a good deal of
time in Grand Rapids I think was the reason that he didn't return

frequently. And I don't really recall seeing him very often in

the early terms, except as he came back for the summer holidays.

-26-






