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PENMAPKS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE
MICHIGAN BROADCASTER'S ASSOCIATION

THE !MADISON EOTEL

7:27 P.M., EDT

Xen MacDonald and Tony Gaston and all of the
merbers of the lMichican BRrcadcaster's 2ssociation and
cuests:

It is first a oreat privilece and pleasure to be
able to core back to one of these reetinc¢s that I have
attendecd a ¢ood rany tires -- I think every tirme since
the croup has.met here -- but I 2lso wish teo thank all of
you on bhehalf of Retty ancé myself for the beautiful cift
that will be ceeply cherished by both of us as we move ahead,
and I can assure you that the rere fact that you have
selected me for this first award on behalf of the Michican
Proadcaster's 2ssociation is a -- I just won't forocet it,
and I thank you very, very rmuch.

You know, talking to Ken and talkin¢ to Tony
broucht back sore rerories and these rerories ago back to
about 1945, 194€ and 1947. I had just come back fror
rilitary service, and I was practicing law, an¢ I wanted
some activities involvinc athletics. €o, I did some color
broadcasts or athletic broadcasts in a very minor way --
probably not very corpetently (Lauchter) -- for some of
the football cares, and Xen ¢id it dewn there at "PAG and
Tony, at that time, ¢éi¢ it at "JEF, so you know the three
of us had a becinninc anc now we are Presidents. (Lauchter)

I er sorry Betty is not here, because I ar sure
she would have been able to appreciate the beautiful cift
that has been given, but Petty is out in California. Ever
since I saw that Detroit News pcll which showed she cot 70
percent and I get 50 percent, (Lauchter) I decided I
ought to ask her to co around the country sco that she could
cet ry votes up to her polls.

But Eetty and I will erpress to all of you, as I
have, our appreciation for this very thouchtful cift and
this very fine award.
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I was reminiscinc just before coring over here
about scme of the things that have happened, transpired, in
the intervals between one visit that you all rade to
Washington and the next one, and they core on a yearly
basis. Iy rerory is not that cood that I can co back 21
Sore years aco ancd recapitulate or refresh ry memory, but
there are two years that certainly are fresh in my merory.

Two years aco I had just been rade Vice Presicent
or had been Vice Presicdent for a relatively short period of
tire when I joined you on en occasion like this. Of
course, in the interval ketween that reetino and this
reeting that we had last year, there had been a very
difficult tire, difficult for me, extrerely difficult for
the country as a whole, but it dié bring about, I believe,
in that periocd of tire a restoration of confidence, openness,
candor and faith in the White Eouse.

We triecd to do it then, as we had tried to do it
for 25 years in the Concress, of beinc frank ané candid,
forthricht, not always acoreeinc with everybody but everybody
had their day in court and everyone felt when they left
that their point of view hacd keer erpressed, ané I would do
ry very best to raintain an objective point of view.

o, that first 12 months between Vice President
and President was a touch time, but I believe we came
throuch that with prog¢ress, with headway. Then last vear,
you know, we met over at Tayloe House. The country was in
pretty bac shape. If you recollect, asI have on occasion,
vve were at the Cfepths of a recession, the worst recession
in 40 years in this country.

e had rany sericus problers. The rate of
inflation was still too hich. Unerployrent in vour own
State of l'ichican hac plummeted. The autorobile industry
was in serious condition. There was coreat despair in many
parts of the country, ané lMichican was rore heavily hit
than rost States.

But, it is nice to be here with all of you this
year, where I keep readinc about how thinos have changed
in VMichigan. The automobile incdustry is havino one of its
top years, either third or fourth in the history of the
industry, with every week or every reportinc time the
production schecdules of the autormobile industry coinc¢ up,
with a resurcence of public confidence, so it is a ruch
better atrosphere in which I ar your cuest tonicht than
it was a year aco.

Let me say without any hesitation or gualification,
as good as we think it is, it is not cood enouch. "hen you
core cdown here a year from now, I expect to he able to
invite you to the White Fouse and we can have the 21lst or
22né reunion in the East Poor or the Ted Poor or the Blue
Poor or the State Dininc Foom, but I think it would be a
great place to have a wonderful reunion ancd an opportunity
for us to let you rake the presentation to your second
honoree, whom I will be glad tohonor with best wishes from
the President of the United States for the nert four vears.

Thank you.
EMD (AT 7:35 P.M. EDT)





