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PRESS CONFERENCE NO, 31
of the

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

9:32 A.M. CDT
April 29, 1976
Thursday

In the Imperial Ballroom West
At the Hyatt Regency Hotel
. Houston, Texas

. THE, PRESIDENT: Good morning. Won't you all
sit down. :

; It'hasibeénhgféaf ih'Texaé for the last two days.
We are looking forwand to a couple more. So, let's get
started- this mornlng. =8

QUESTION‘ I would like to ask you about what you
- said yesterday about Mr, Reagan. Does this represent a new
turn. in the campaign where.you and he will take on each

other dlrectly, confront. each other dlrectly and persona11y°

THE PRESIDENT It\lS not a question, of person-'_
alities. It is a question of which candidate has the best
,pollcles, the-  best programs, which candidate is the one that
is better qualified to do the job,and that is really the.
issue,- what the people in Texas have to dec1de and what the
people throughout the rest of the country must decide.

We have la1d out our program, whlchrls a very .
complete and a very detailed program, both at home and
abreoad,. a program with a record, and my opponent is coming
up with some rather simple, some rather lacking in :
detail.answers, and I think the people in. Texas. must dec1de
it on those policies rather than on personallty.

QUESTION: :Why.do you not refer to him by name?

THE PRESIDENT: That is sort of a tradition you
. do, an: polltlcs. R vk for]

OUESTION Mr. Pfesident‘ Dick Growald, UPI,

Mr. Pre51dent, you sald you would welcome a battle
in November between yourself and Senator ‘Humphrey as pro=-
viding a’clear battle issue of. philosophy. What will be
the nature of the battle between yourself.and Jimmy Carter,
especially in view. of former Governor Carter saying you
failed, to provide leadership in all areas? :
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THE PRESIDENT: If by chance former Governor
Cdrter is the Democratic nominee, again it will be a
challenge between a proven record on my part, where I think
we have been very successful in taking a very bad economic
situation and turning it around so that we are now on a
stable and a constructive road to economic prosperity,
and where our foreign policy in my judgment has been one of
strength and success, It will be a contest between Carter
&nd Ford on a record and a challenger.

. QUESTION: Mr. President, Michaal Morgan, KHOU-TV.

When we were up to speak with you last week at the
White House, you mentioned that you thought you had closed
the gap here in Texas between yourselves and Mr, Reagan. Has
this four- day campaign by you closed the gap even more?

THE PRESIDENT: I have been very, very encouraged
by the wonderfully warm reception we have received in
Texas for the last two days, and I have met with a great
many of my volunteer Ford people here in the State of Texas
and they are getting more and more enthusiastic.

I find a good spirit and the determination and the
net result is I think we have closed the gap. We are making
it vepry, very close, and T am always optimistic. We '
certainly have generated a lot of momentum that I think
could very well give us an opportunity to win.

But, we are worklng hard, we have good 1eadersh1p,
good programs, good policies, and in the next two days we
hope to enhance the possibilities of success on Saturday.‘

OQUESTION: Mr, President, Walter Rodgers, repre-
sentlng the A55001ated Press.

There has been a perceptible chill in U, S.-Sov1et
relations, You have dropped the word detente,
Secretary Brezhnev's visit has been scrubbed and there is
no immediate prospect that the SALT II treaty will be signed.

To what extent has the campaigh been responsible
for this very perceptible chill in Soviet relations?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't detected any significant
change in the communications between the Soviet Union and
the United States Government, We are still working con=
structively in trying to find an answer to the limitations
on strateglc weapons.,

We are trying to work in every way that I know to
keep the 1id on any outbreaks throughout the world. We are
certainly encouraged by the purchase by the Soviet Union
yesterday of 3,400,000 metric tons of corn and grain, which
I think is an indication of their living up to the agreement
that we signed for a five-year grain sale to the Soviet
Union. I don't detect any deterioration in the constructive
elements of a relationship between the Soviet Union and the
United States.
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QUESTION: What you call Mr. Reagan's superficial
and simplistic. charges, have-they done any ‘damage inter-
natlonally and abroad .andy if not, why have they upset you so?

: THE PRESIDENT Because they are not a true,
: p;cture of our military capablllty on the one hand and,-
ony the other,:they: could very: well mislead our allies abroad
and- actually mlslead some; of our adversaries- abroad.
- Ue have a comprehen51ve, & thlnk a. very stronv,
and fundamentally sound military program, and I can take
credit for the fact: that we apparently are able to rewverse
the trend that Congress imposed on previous Pregidents
as to our military capability. .

gy - The United States Government, 'if my military
prOgram that I submitted.in January is carried through,
there won't be any doubt about the strong and effeCtlve :
capability of our defense program in the years ahead, so
that the charges made, by my: opponent, being lacking in
depth, overly simplistic, have, in my judgment, at least
created: some problems . potentlally abroad because people
might believe something that is inaccurate.

QUES¢ION- -Mry President, Bart Cannon, Houston
News Service, s B S me, e p By

Trying to keep up with your campaign around
the country, I . knew you have made some political appointments
in primary States before: you: have gone there, and you have
also dropped- spme;grant funds in these States, I am trying
to find out if yeu.think the President should use that
kind of influence to buy voters? . ——

2 gk Ltk  Dezasitead ni 2 Y i

THE PRESIDENT: . That is.a completely inaccurate
allegation. . The;business.of Goyvernment has to continue.
We can't stop making appointments, we can't stop agencies
from awarding contracts, or awards to cities or to States
or to organizatioens:just because a political campaign is.
in progress., ;The business of Government has.to proceed and,
under no c¢ircumstances, have any of these decisions been
made in relationship to any primary.

QUESTION:  Mr, President, Bill Broom -of Ritter
Newspapers.- L g . ( ; . “

One of the key isgues in this Texas Republican
primary seems to-be whether you.are conservative enough, and
some newspapermen .think thgy detected a shift toward the
right in some of your policies and positions. '/il]l this
be a benefit or a handicap to you in the fall?
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THE PRESIDENT: In the first place, Bill, the
policies that I have carried out for the last 20 or 21
months in the White House have been the policies that I
have believed in in the 25 years thdt I have served in the
Congress of the United- States, i'They are middle-of-the-road
policies, both at home' as well ‘as -abroad, and nothing that
I have -done, as far as ‘I can analyze, would indicate any
shift in my basic philosophy or in the implementation
of tHat philosophy, and I believe that being in the middle
of the road, 'ds far as the Republicans are concerned on
a nationwide' basis, is the right policy, and I know it is
the right poliey in meeting a Democratic challenger in
November, :

QUESTION:- You are confident you are conservative
enough to win in Texas but mlddle-of the-road enough to win
in the fall?

THE PRESIDENT- I think so, rlght,-

‘QUESTION: Mr., Pres1dent David Glodt w1th KTRK TV
in Houston. , :

Why ‘suddenly the attack on Ronald Reagan openly?
And secondly, are you saying that Ronald Reagan is in effect
not fit to be Pres1dent of the Unlted States°

THE PRESIDENT: When I set forth our defense
budget, when I cdrry out our foreign policy, it is
predicated on an in-depth ‘study before we make any decision,
where I consult with the best ekperts we have within and -
without the Government and those policies have been
successful, as I have indicated, and when they are challenged
by oversimplified one-liners, in my opinion those
challenges have to be met head-on by specifics, and that
is what I have tried to do' 'on an impersonal basis and
that is what I will do from now on, because this country
deserves to know the facts in a complex and very difficult
area and you can't take just part of a problem and come
to a certain conclusion, YOu have to look at the broad
spectrum, -

' How some of those statistics that the former
Governor has used are statistics that we use in convincing
the Congress to give to the President the kind of a defense
budget that I have recommended. Butft in the process he
only takes a very small part of those statistics instead
of presenting the total plcture. Let‘me give you an
example, = : o

In the strategic area, we have the most accurate,
we have the most survivable ballistic missiles in the world
and, at the same time, we have far, far more warheads, many
more than the Soviet Union has, and, in addition, we have
in our strategic forces a two-to-one or three-~to-one ratio
over them in long-range high-performance aircraft, so what
you have to do is to take the total picture and not just a
piece, which my opponent has done.
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QUESTION: 'hat about =-- do you feel Mr. Reagan
is fit to be President\of the United States?

THE PRESIDENT: ''Well, that is a judgment for the
voters of Texas and the voters in the rest of the country
to decide. It is really a question of which individual
1s the best qualified to be President and, in that context,
I think my record of performance in office is the best
judgment that the voters can make, and I think in the final
analysis they will make it for me and against someone
who hasn't had the experience ‘and the continuity in office.

OUESTION: Bonnie Angelo, Time Magazine.

The Panama Canal renegotiations have figured in
the Texas primary in particular. In realistic terms,
how important is the Panama Canal to our national defense?

THE PRESIDENT: The Panama Canal is not in the
overall context as important today as it was in the past,
although it is still a very vital part of our capability to
move from the East Coast to the West Coast, and what I am
trying to do is to maintain the useabilities of that Canal
without hindrance, without bloodshed, without guerrilla
warfare and without antagonizing 309 million individuals
in South and Latin America. And if we break off those
negotiations, we will unquestionably lead to bloodshed, we
will have guerrilla warfare, the possibilities of the Canal
being disabled, it would be very, very possible, so what
we are trying to do is preserve the useability of that
Canal ad infinitum,so to speak, so that it will not be
lost to us as a part of our economic and military needs
and necessities,

QUESTION: Mr. President, Bob Morrison, KTRH-Radio.

I would like to talk about the economy for a
minute, if we could. There have been some analysts around
the country, also your opponent has said that some of the
economic measures your Administration has put into effect
are merely stop gap measures and the country could possibly
be in a recession in 1977 and 1978.

THE PRESIDENT: Those, of course, are typical
campaign scare charges and have no substance whatsoever,
We took a very serious economic recession that reached its
bottom in April or May, a year ago, and by strong, affirmative,
constructive policies we have been able to turn the economy
around. 'le have reduced, for example, the rate of inflation
from over 12 percent when I became President, down to less
than 3 percent for the first three months of 1976, That is
a 75 percent reduction in the rate of inflation. Now, those
are trends that are going to continue whether it is an increase
in employment, a decrease in unemployment and a reduction
in the rate of inflation. Those are solid achievements and
I think the Ford Administration can take credit for them and
we are not going to have any lapse in the months ahead.
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QUESTION: Then you feel the United States
on the course for a peacetime prosperity?

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely.

QUESTION: Thank you,

i
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OUESTION: Mr., President, Muriel Dobbin of the
Baltimore Sun.

You have said you will not rule out Mr. Reagan .
as the Vice President because of statements he has made in
the heat of the campaign, yet yesterday you described Mr.
Reggan as suQerf1c1al glib, irresponsible and too
inexperienced. Should your comments also. be read in terms
of campaign rhetoric, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I thlnk you have to set the
record straight. As I said yesterday, the charges he has
made for the last month or two have 1nd1cated some :
.. desperation on his part and the more desperate you get, the
wilder the charges, and I understand that. I hdve been
through a number of polltlcal campaigns, but you have to’
meet them head on, and that is what we have tried to do, by
pointing out that the United States is unsurpassed in
military capability, that the United States does have this
tremendous capablllty industrially, agrlculturally,
scientifically and technically.

That is the bottom llne, not undercuttlng the
capability of the United States.

QUESTION: Mr. President, Bob Raleigh, with
KPRC Radio in Houston. '

Income tax is something near and dear to the
hearts of Americans this time of year. Do you favor income
tax reforms and, if so, what would you like to see them
become? : : :

THE PRESIDENT: The best income tax reform that I
know of is the kind of program I recommended to the Congress
in January of last year, where I recommended an increase in
the personal exemption for every individual taxpayer from
§750 to $1,000. That would affect every individual taxpayer,
That is the kind of reform that is meanlngful, particularly
to the middle 1ncome taxpayer.

Now, Congress ought to get on with that job. I
have recommended for the period after July 1 of this year
an additional $10 billion reduction in taxes, 75 percent of
it to go to individual taxpdyers, 25 percent to business, so
that they can increase their productivity, modernize their
equipment and plant.,

That is the kind of tax reform that means some-
thlno to people who want jobs on the one hand and people
who want more of their own money in their pockets so they
can spend it rather than have the Federal Government spend
it,

Now, all these other so-called tax reforms have
been talked about for as long as I was in Congress, The
way to get the job done is to increase personal exemptions,
as I recommended.,

MORE
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QUESTION: Mr. President, Russ Ward of NBC News.

A political question, Mr. President. Hubert
Humphrey is reported ready to enter the Democratic race on
a formal basis, We would be interested in your reaction to
this and then a related question. If Jimmy Carter is the
Democratic nominee, as it now appears, how would you
propose to go about winning the Southern conservative
support that over the years has been needed for a Republican
Presidential candidate to- win?

THE PRESIDENT: I am not really the best expert
on whether or not Hubert Humphrey is going to enter the New
Jersey primary-or whether by doing that he can stop Jimmy
Carter or whether Jimmy Carter is going to get the
nomination. As‘an outside observer, I think the win by Jimmy
Carter inPenhsylvania Tuesday certainly gave him the
kind of  momentum that ought to concern Hubert Humphrey and
the. cther Democratlc actlve candidates. are

The only way I can_see that they could stop him
now is to have d'smoke-filled room, broker's convention
and I think the public would object to that.  So, unless
they find some other formula, it seems to me that Carter
certainly Has the edge at the present time- by a substantlal
margin.

Now, if he is-the nominee, I think my overall
moderate, middle-of-the road philosophy both at home and
abroad will meet the challenge in the South as it will in
the rest of the country, &and we will keep on that, what
I think is a constructive policy, and the voters in the
South, in my judgment, compared to someone who hasn't had
experience, who has not dealt with the hard decisions in the
Oval Office will mean that we can be successful in November.

QUESTION: Mr, President, Ann Broderick, KRBE
News. : : Yol

There has been talk of getting a .divestiture
bill through .Congress this year, What are your feelings
with regard to this, and could you support such a bill?

: THE PRESIDENT: ' Any divestiture bill that I have
seen I would oppose. I would oppose it for this reason. We
have analyzed all of the various divestiture proposals that
have been submitted against two criteria. :

First, will a divestiture bill reduce the price of
petroleum products to the consumers? The answer is no.
The divestiture bill would not reduce the price of gasoline,
would not reduce the price of residual oil, would not
reduce theprice‘of distillates and, secondly, would the
bill stimulate'more production of domestic crude o0il? The
answer is no, because divestiture would undercut the capability
of the American petroleum industry to go out and explcre and
drill for more domestic oil and we need it wvery badly. So,
when you. measure these divestiture bills by those two criteria,
you come to the conclusion that those divestiture’ blllS ought
to be defeated.

MORE



Page 9

QUESTION: Mr, PreSLdent, good mornlng.
: Tom Jarrlel w1th ABC;
.THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, “Tom.

‘ ' QUESTION: Mr. President; you sald several times
.here this morning that the publiec deserves to: kriow ‘the

facts, and the debate over national defense issues; that
Mr. Reagan is using oversimplified one-liners and the issue
should be met head-on:; Would not the best way to meet the
issue head+bn be for you .and he to share a platform and debate
thisg vital issue, and if one .could be arranged, would you
welcome a debate? 3 : .

TﬂE PRESIDENT' ; Lt seems to me my proposal for
contlnued military strength ‘the unsurpassed capablllty
of the United States is a matter of public record and
Mr., Reagan's eharges,'as he has made them in & simple,
unverified way, in my; qugment, is also before the American
people, . I think the American people can judge it over a
period of time /in. that way much better than a 30-minute
debate :on public or private television. ’

QUESTION: Should you go into the Republican
National Convention without the necessary 1,150 delegates
reported to youy based on.your- answer about Mri Carter and
the smoke-filled wwoqQm,.would you then free those delegates
at the- conventlon to move and look for another potentlal
nominee? .+ 4. . v :

. THE .PRESIDENT: We fully ‘expect to have 1,130
delegates by Kansas City time so we aren't con51der1ng under
any circumstances anythlng but w1nn1ng in Kansas Clty.. ‘

QUESTION- Mr. President, Len Hart, of_KILT-Radio,
in Houston, | i e 4 X 2

All the Pre51dent s Men is currently enjoylng
a tremendous box office success all across the country,
‘as well as here in Houston: How will the release of this
motion picture, as well as the release of the‘book "The
‘Fimal-Days" have an effect on the Pre51dentlal pOllCleS or
the Presidential campaign? i : _ P e

THE PRESIDENT: It certainly should have no
effect on my candidacy because, at the time I was nominated
.for the Vice Pre31dency, I had the most. thorough investigation
by over 400 FBI -agents all over the country examlnlng record
from birth on up, and then they got through w1th their :
investigation, the Senate Committee on Rules ‘held sevéral
hearings, I answered all their questions, the House Committee
on Judiciary held hearings, I answered all their questions,
I got approval from the two committees and I got an over-
whelming vote in the Democratic Congress endorsing my
candidacy and indicating without any question of a doubt that
I had no relationship whatsoever to Watergate.

MORE
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So, as far as my candidacy is concerned, Watergate
and all the problems that took:plage priow-~to August of 1974
won't affect me whatsoever or my candidacy. What impact
it might have on-others;-Iram net qualified:to: say.

~QUESTION: Mp., President,, as a.man-who:should know
how much of the*book-"The Final Days" :ecan we take seriously,
how accurate is it? | I 7 ; avo atsdeb wos ;
¥ = .. THE. PRESIDENT T The iny part I am quallfled to
pass: judgment on,. as - far as I-know the boek is. reasopably
accurate, ' I, think,~however, that.it is in baq taste in
a number of cases, B o

QUESTION:.- Mr, President, Dave Binder, New York
Times, / & NaPs iy dty o v = . Yy

‘Following on Muriel Dobbins' and .Tom Jarriel's
question, why, Mrs ; Presldent, why, with a.man you have
described as irresponsible,- simplistic and whom you compared
yesterday to. a-  donkey, ==  (Laughter) -- why_do,you take
this man so seriously? Why-don't you.ignore.him? Why
do you give him such prom1nence° Why do you have to meet
him headﬂ-tm'> b Al s b : _

THE PRESIDENT: Well because the charges in effect
could arouse some apprehension in. the mlnds of; Amerlcans,_
could raise.some;questions with oun allles, could raise
some questions with our adversaries, and I want to reassure
the American people, I want to reassure our allies and I
certainly don't want any misconception of our strength
~and our will as far-as our adversaries are concerned. I
feel that I owe it to the American, people to tell. them the
truth, to state the facts and to analyze for them as well as
I can in these, complicated areas.the fact that we are
strong, that we have the kind of a program that can meet . -
any challenge. I think that is my respon51b111ty as
President vegardless of any politlcal campalgn.f

QUESTION' Well, exactly, you: would tell the truth
and andlyze the facts and present them and reassure allies
with or without this particular opponent, I am just wonderlng
why you build him up so much?

THE PRESIDENT: Well,: because his .charges have
gotten a lot of publicity and there are.:a:lot of clever .
" one-liners that- might appeal “to, some of our. fellow citizens
if the facts:.and the overall, plcture is not presented to
them, and that is what I, have sought tohdq,.

! 3 o
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-QUESTION Do you have the 1mpre551on that any
of our allles,‘or a. large portion of the American. public,. -
has been swayed by your opponent's charges; and. rhetorlc?

. THE PRESIDENT I can't be sure, and P 3 don't want
to gamble. I want the public to know the facts, and 3
want: them to be reassured, and. I want our allies to be in
‘the 'same position, We have to:be sure that: from the. facts
the Amenican people can come: to the right; conclusion, and
we can't: let any campaigning rheteric undercut- the erength
-and the will of the American. pecple. 1

QUESTION 'Mr. Pre81dent, Lou Hanlon, KEYH-Radio.

At the tlme -that .you mentloned a moment ago of your
appointment to the office, throughout .those hearings that
were held you mentioned on several occasions that you did
not intend to seek re-election. . Do.you feel:that will
affect your current gampaign or-do-you feel the public may
have forgotten about it at: thls t1me° e £ g

THE PR‘E:SIIDBNT'L At that tlme, I was 51mp1y 3
nominated_as_V1ce Prgsldent, and under the 01rcumstances,
I felt the statement I made was the proper one., When I
became President and looked at the possibilities both in
the Democratie Payty or in. the Republican Party, I felt
that I was the best person to carry out the effective:
program so we could meet the economic challenges at home
and handle ,our foreign affairs in .the most, successful way,
and-with that. feeling I decided 'that. it was better for me
to announee my candidacy and to seek election as President
for the next- four years.

That comment made when I was a nominee for Vice
President ] don't think will undercut my efforts-either in
the .primaries or in the election leading up to November 2,

QUESTION:, Mr. President, John Mashek, U,S. News.

Last night in introducing you Senator Tower seemed
to be suggesting that you are contemplating a supplemental
appropriation to the defense budget. Areyou in fact contem-
plating supplementals and in what areas?

THE PRESIDENT: We have already submitted a
supplemental of some $300 million, as I recall, for the
Mark ITIT production line for the ICBMs and some added
equipment that would improve that ballistic missile capa-
bilities.

Now, that decision was made because there has been
a slowdown in the SALT II negotiations and that production
line was about to terminate under the previous funding, I
think, on May 1 of this year.
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Just as added insurance and good economics, I
recommended sufficient money to continue that production
line for the next six to 12 months, as I recollect, So,
that supplemental is beforé the Congress, In.addition,
as I said in the January budget that I submitted, we are
currently reviewing our overall Navy shipbuilding program.

The shipbuilding program that I proposed to the
Congress added 16 major capital ships, but it has been under
review for some time and we will get a final answer within
the next month or two as to whether or not we should add
additional capital ships to our Navy program, If we decide
that is needed, I will submit a supplemental,

QUESTION: Would you agree that the Reagan
opposition has given you an impetus to get your record
defense budget through Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: No, because I made the decision
in November-December of 1975 that I wanted a 14 percent
increase in the defense budget, that I wanted the biggest
defense budget in the history of the United States with
a 14 billion increase in obligatiom authority and a $10
billion increase in sendlng for the Army, Navy, Air Force
and Marlnes.

Those decisions were made in November and December
of 19875,

: At that time, my opponent was not a candidate.
Therefore, the decision that I made to give to this country
the largest, strongest defense budget in the history of the
United States was made without any regard whatsoever to the
political charges made by my opponent,

The fact that we submitted that budget, the fact
that it appears we have been able to convince the Congress
to give it to us, I think is an endorsement of the
policy and the new Secretary of Defense.
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QUESTION: Bill Vincent, KUHF-Radio at the
Universgity. of Houston.: : L

Mr, President, your Administration is putting
forth :to -the. public that you are reducing unemployment,
However, a veteran organlzatlon in Washington has reported
that unemployment on. Vietnam, mlnorltles and. young vets '
is approximately 20 percent. X

I.want to know, . as .a concerned veteran, what
SPeCIflc POllCles and programs you will.initiate to eliminate
this pllght ameng the men ~and women who. servea our country°

THE PRESIDENT: FlPSt, the best way to get,all
Americans back to work is the program that I have advocated
where ,we -have  added. 2,600,000 more employees.over the last
12 mqnths, including a number of vets, a number of minorities.

In the case of mlnorltles, we have. had for the
YOunger people the full funding of what. we call our Summer
Youth Program at a cost of about $450 million for éach 2
summer over .a, four-month perlod.

o In the case of vets,. we firmly belleve in the GI
educatlon blll to_get’ young people better quallfled to have
better jobs. And we have had in the past, and we are worklng
on it, the program to employ, to get private business to
employ vets, The Qrganlzatlon is called the. Natlonal
abbreV1atlon of lt, They are making a. major effort’ to’ try
and get ]obs for Vietnam vets, partiecularly, and they have had
con51derab1e success although we have got to do better.:

QUESTION: Just one more question, 'On the
GI.bill,.do.you plan_ to ,pass.the bill on the delimiting
date on Korean vets and, if so, how will 500,000 vets
who are, dependlng on thls noney to finish thelr education
do this?

THE PRESIDENT: The ones who are presently in the
education process, I think you ¢an make a good ‘argument that
they ought. to have the opportunlty to continue it, but
there has to come a terminating point at some point in the
future. We should take care of thosé& who are presently
engaged in gettlng an education. But I think there has to
be a termlnal point, whether it is eight years or ten
years after the conclu51on of their mllltary serv1ce.

r
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QUESTION: Good morning, sir. John Cochran,
NBC.

Slr, your campalgn manager, Rogers Morton, has
been quoted as saying. you should give some thought to
reconsidering Vice President Rockefeller to contlnue on in
that office.

I just wondéfed'lf there were any circumstances
under which you might say to the Vice Pre31dent, ‘"Well,
you have done a good job, you have been loyal, and T
wonder if you would reconelder about your availability and
gstay on"?

THE PRESIDENT' The best answer to that is that
the Vice President wrote me a letter a few months ago and
indicated he did not want to be considered as a potential
Vlce Presidential candldate in the future, and I have seen
no ev1dence of any. change in hlS attitude.

QUESTION: I imagine you could be very
persuasive if you wanted him to stay on. Do you think
there could be a circums tance under which he would stay,
look around &t all the available candldates and say "Well,
I think he. is stlll the best one"’ '

"THE FRESIDEN”- I would. not, under any circum-
stances, assume that he would change his mind, I have
.. Seen. no ev1dence of it. So, until that change takes place--
and I have seen no desire on his part to have it change--I
think we ought to consider all the other outstanding potential
Republican candidates.

QUESTION: .So, he will have to make the first move?

THE PRESIDENT: I think under all circumstances
that is the proper way to proceed, yes.

QUESTION: Thank you.

QUESTION: Mr. President, I am Jacqueline Edge
for the Highlands Star. :

I would 11ke to know, how .can the American
public expect any. Pre51dent to act as effectlvely as he
should be able to if Congress is made up largely of
Members of the opposing political party?

THE PRESIDENT: It does present some problems,(Laughter)
On the other hand, in a number of areas I have gotten some good
support from a number of Democrats, some here from Texas, some
from Georgia. We wouldn't have been able to sustain the 39
vetoes that I have made without the help of some discerning
Democratic Members of the House and Senate and, incidentally, we
have saved $13 billion in taxpayers' money by that kind of
support from some of the Democrats in the House and the Senate.
But, I think to get an affirmative program through, it would be
recognized, much easier if we had more Republicans and fewer
of the liberal Democrats. The Democrats that I worked with most
effectively are the more conservative Democrats, and they have
been very helpful. But, we would like to replace some of the
liberal Democrats with a lot more Republicans.
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QUESTION: Hal Walker, CBS News,

Mr, President, how can you expect to win the
State of Texas without the support of such a powerful
political figure as former Governor John Connally? Vhat
are you doing to get an endorsement from Mr., Connally, and
do you expect one between now and Saturday?

THE PRESIDENT: I have had two meetings with my
good friend John Connally over the last months. He didn't
indicate he would endorse me or my opponent, and I never
asked him to endorse me. I think the better way for
this primary to: proceed is for my opponent and myself to
meet head-to-head, which we are d01ng.

It would also be helpful for a distinguished
publiec servant like John Connally to have his endorsement,
but he, for good reasons, has decided not to endorse
either my opponent or myself and so we are meeting head-
to~-head, my opponent and myself and perhaps that is the
best way to have 1t happen. :

QUESTION: Thank you.

QUESTION: Mr. President, Bob Sirkin, fram
WIFAA-TV in Dallas,

ilore of the Senate Intelligence Committee's
findings were released yesterday and they said U.S.
intelligence agencies felt they not only had a right to
- break the law but they had the duty to break the law, and
I wonder if you agree with that summation and how these
findings will influence your future directives to the CIA?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the directives that I
initiated for the total intelligence community, including
the CIA, directives that I signed about a month ago,
under my directives would not condone any violation of the
law and would provide for strict enforcement against anybody
in the intelligence community that violated the law.

So I have already taken care of that problem
and I think the new CIA, the new intelligence community
directives are an affirmative answer to the charges that
are made by the Senate committee,

QOUESTION: 'ell, sir, do you agree with the
findings of this committee in regard to --

THE PRESIDENT: Frankly, I have not had an
opportunity to read the volumes of their testimony, or their
conclusions. I have to look to the future. As far as I
know, none of the allegations that they made, such as
you have indicated, took place since I became President.
They may have taken place beforehand, but I can assure you
that they will not take place under the directives that I
have given to the intelligence community, including the CIA.
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QUESTION: Do you think Senator Tower, then, is
proper in not signing the bill?

THE PRESIDENT: . It is not a billj. it is the
committee report. I have a great deal of respect for Senator
John Tower, If he decided not to sign the committee
report, I certainly would back him up.

QUESTION: Fred Barnes of the 'lashington Star.

ilr. President, you mentioned a few minutes ago
why you donft use Ronald Reagan's name while you are
campaigning. I have noticed there is another name you
never mention, and that is Richard ilixon. You mention
Lyndon  Johnson and Dwight Eisenhower and other Presidents
but you only refer to ilixon as your predecessor or even as
Lyndon Johnson's successor. How come you won't mention his
name?

THE PRESIDENT: It is my judgment.that that is
an unfortunate era, certainly the period that took place
from 1971 or 1973 on, and I think the more that all of us
forget that period and the unfortunate developments, the
better. < , ) pres

QUESTION: You are saying you are deliberately
not mentioning his name?

THE -PRESTIDEN T | k thinkfit is better for all of
us to just not remind ourselves of that unfortunate period.
I do it deliberately.

QUESTION: Mr.‘President, I am Louis Alexander
for Newsweek, '

Here in Texas we understand that many supporters
of Governor George Wallace will cross over Saturday to vote
in the Republican primary. If that happens, how do you
think that will affect the votes for you?

THE PRESIDENT: I have no way of judging whether that
element of the Democratic Party will cross over and vote for
my opponent,

I have said that I want all Democrats who believe
in my philosophy, who subscribe to the.success that we
have had domestically as well as internationally, I want
them to vote for me and I hope they will. But I have no
way of judging how many of the Wallace Democrats would
subscribe and, therefore, vote for my Republican opponent.
There is just no way I can give you a definitive answer on
that.,
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QUESTIOM: !Mr, President, Richard Holwill, NPR.

As you know, the key problem over the Panama
Canal treaty is .the term "in perpetuity."” Some months ago,
Secretary . Kissinger, in talking and dlscu551ng the Canal,
said that we .would Hegotlate a treaty with an indefinite "
time period. The Pdnamanians replied very angrlly saying"
they would negotlate no treaty that disguised "in perpetuity.”

This morning you used the phrase "ad finitum."
I am wondering if that is a version.of d;sgulsed "in
Perpetulty" and what the context of that was 1ntended to be?

THE PRESIDENT , The context ‘was that the Canal’
would be _open to tran51t by the Unlted States and ‘all
other partles, as 1ong as it was economlcally useable or
viable, That was the context in Wthh I used that phrase.

_ QUESTION Are you hoplng for a treaty which will
continue to, grant to U.S. authorltles pollce power and other
such powers w1thln the Canal Zone? _ ‘ SR

‘THE 'PRESTDENT : ‘Certainly, during the term of
the treaty,. whlch we would expect would be 40 to 50 years,
which again is the estimated economic Vlablllty and useablllty
of that Canal, we would have the right to operate, to !
maintain and defend 1t,

QUESTION: Thank you,.sir.

. . QUESTION: [Iir, President, John McDonald with KHTV,
.hererin‘Housth,' : ' oo owg oy ]

Sources in Washington said yesterday that between
50 and 100 Cuybans may have arrived in Hozamblque and they
are training guerrillas for action in Rhodesia. Now, if
this is so and it is."a move" by Cuba,_ are, you plannlng
any new dlplomatlc or military measures?

THE PRESIDENT: Ue have been assured by all of the
African nations that are involved in that part of Africa
that they are not interested whatsoever in any Cuban involve-
ment in the problems of that very controversial part of the
world., They recognize what happened in Angola where you
have 10,000 to 15,000 Cubans. The Cubans with the Soviet
backing actually have a tremendous impact on the Government
of Angola. And I think most other African nations don't
want that to happen. They want their problems solved by
themselves without any domination from Cuba, the Soviet Union
or any other world power,

So it is our best judgments and knowledge,
information, that these countries are seeking to keep
out the dominant influence militarily, economically or
otherwise by Cuba.
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QUESTION: Mr, President, Ed Walsh with the
Washington Post.

Last January Secretary Rumsfeld in his annual
report to the Congress said in effect that we already have
enough Minutemen missiles and to build more than the 5580
we have would not be worth it. That being the case, sir,
how do you justify asking Congress for $322 million to do
that?

THE PRESIDENT: If you go back and look at the
budget that I submitted in January for the Department of
Defense, we sajid that the Minuteman III production line
would close under present plans sometime early this spring.
At that time, it looked like we would probably make more
progress in a SALT II agreement, and if we had consummated
a SALT II agreement, there wouldn't be any need for a
further add-on to the Minuteman III production line.

That progress has not materialized and on the basis of good
economics, and on the basis of good judgment, which we
indicated in our budget- presentation, we have decided to
proceéd with the Minuteman III add-on production.

: QUESTION: Does that mean, Mr. President, that if
there is 2 sudden breakthrough, a sudden improvement in
the pace of those negotiations, you may withdraw that
request?

THE PRESIDENT: That is a possibility, but again,
we can't speculate to that degree. This is just good
insurance and good economics. That is why we have asked for

the extra money, and we said we might do it if negotiations
didn't procede as we hoped they should.

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all very, very much.

END (AT 10:17 A.M. CDT)





