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THE PRESIDENT: We were in Florida about two weeks
ago. I want to thank Lou Frey, Skip Bafalis, Herb Burke,
Bill Young and all of you who have done superior jobs.

I am very optimistic. We have the momentum going.
In New Hampshire, we came from behind and won, and I think
we are going to do the same thing here in Florida.

I am confident we will do extremely well in
Il1linois. The momentum is going because of a lot of fine
people who have cooperated, volunteered, telephone callers,
walkers -- it is just a great organization and a fine
effort. It is real nice to be here and to see you =-- not
a typical day in Florida.

QUESTION: Mr. President, if you win here in
Florida, do you think Ronald Reagan is finished in the
campaign?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is up to many to
decide.

QUESTION: Do you think there is a place for him
probably on your ticket?

THE PRESIDENT: We have a wealth of excellent
Republican talent for Vice President. I have said it is
conceivable that he, of course, could be on the ticket, but
we have a wide variety of Federal officials, State officials.
The Republican Party has a great group of Republican people
coming along. So, we don't have to worry about one, we
have many.

: QUESTION: Mr, President, you said he is too far
to the right to be elected President. Do you think he is
too far to the right to be elected Vice President?
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THE PRESIDENT: I think you have to read my words
very carefully., I said I was in the middle, and anybody to
the left couldn't make it., And I put it again on that basis.
I am in the middle, and all or most ' of the others are on
the right or left.

QUESTION: Mr. President, is Ronald Reagan too old
to be Vice President? You said there were younger men
coming along,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think we have a wealth of
talent, young and old, and we have a lot of people with
great capabilities. Our convention is not going to have
any trouble picking a first-class Vice President.

QUESTION: What kind of Republican victory do you
expect you will have in Kansas City?

THE PRESIDENT: I think we will do very well in
Kansas City, I can't pass judgment on whether somebody
else is going to be there. We will be there, and we are
going to win.

QUESTION: How big do you expect to win in Florida?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't make any predictions on
numbers, I think some who have been on the other side of the
fence have picked numbers. Somebody told me we gained .

12 percentage points in the last three or four days. I think
that is indicative of how well we are doing. The momentum
is going, and we are going to do extremely well.

QUESTION: Mr. President, did you think you would
be coming from behind in Florida?

THE PRESIDENT: I am just going by the opponents!'
statistics and by their own admission, we have gained 12 points
in the last several days., That's plenty of momentum in a
political arena.

Thank you all very much, It's great to be here.

END (AT 12:51 P.M. EST)





