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december 27, 1975
pool Tevport

the preridevt speot a vight ov the towv Friday vight
s0d serturday morvivg. it was a 6-hovr marathov.
it all begav &bout 7:25 v.m. whev the motorcade left the

bese homefor the short 5-mivute ride to the Lodge. ford got
ovt of the limousive, weatrivg browv slacks, a camel color
turtle veck sveater avd sport coat. mrs. ford wac wearivg a
lovg gre¥y skirt avd bllack wool coat.
ford mede small t alk with a few people iv the lobby avd
thev made his way to the arlberg room for the cocktail party-receptiow
beive hosted by dick bass. the pool wasv't admitted. ove guest
described the sceve as "slmost shovlder to shouvlder." he left
early. amovg the white House guests; Chevey avd Nessev., Secretary
of Defevse Rumsfeld, ov his skf hnliday, was there.
while the pool waited iv av adjoivivg bar, jack ford came
iv svod asked fot two beers. the bartevder told him he covld vot
take them ivto the vext room because it was a privateparty.
jeck left without commevt. whev we told the Ptartevder who Jack
ves, he appeared a little flustered.
ford left the cocktail party just short of ove hour, stopvivg
dowvstairs to greet the kids of the growvups who attevded the ‘
teceptiov. he stayed theve about five mivutes. we heard ford
tell nve embartvasced teevager: "I've kvowr her sivce she was
this fall." There was some talk of football avwd thev ovx to
the vext stove.
as he walked zcross the street to the left. bavk restavravt,
he fusced over his fall ov the slopes earlier iv the day. "L was
vever skiiog better votil that stupid fall,” he said. Later, he
called thé fall "pure, stupid carelessvess."”
she presidevt made small talk with about 30 people gathered
outside the restauravt. it was mostly about skiiivg, more svow
at vail etc.
the presidevt avd mrs. ford thev dived for 233x 2% hovurs
with dick bass avd escort, harry bass avd escsexx escort, the kivdels.
the browvs, the gravshammers. they had a corver table. veriodically
the presidevt's easily detected loud laugh covld be heard.
wheo they fivished eativg clos to 11:30 p.m. the presidevt
posed for pictures with the divver guests avd some »f the hired
havds nf the left bavk, he shook havds with the bartervders avd

wxx walitresses. .
dick bass picked vp the check,
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while they Were gettivg ready to leave the restauvravt,
two 5SS agevts ushered a mav outside.. he was beivg rather loud
gavd 2bvoxinus avd ove agevt stayed a2t his side uvtil the

president left. )
still coatless, the presidevt covtivued the festivities by
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went dowvstairs. the pool was diverted vupsteirs.

we were t0ld there were about 140 people, or cavacity,
iv the davce room. the ivk spots were playivg. ove of them
grvouvnced that it was av hovor to have the presidevt twice
the same year sivce he stopped by this summer.

the presidevt davced the first two vumbers with the first

lady, we were told. . .
2ve of the wire poolers fivally got dowvstairs. she said

betty ford was doiveg the hustle. iv fact, she davced it three
times with mrs. gravshammer., wixztx waitresses wore gypsy outfits,.
to the straiv of sweet lorraive, the presidevt avd mrs. ford
davced cheek to cheek,

betweev vumbers, the presidevt talked to veople ov the
davce floor, the secret setrvice , wex were told, gave up
20 tryive to cut off the cut-ivs ov the davece floor.

the fival oumber of the vight was 01d mav river.

£3impx avd fivally, at about 1:30 a.m,, the vresidevt avnd

mre, ford left the vight spot., the xmem car vicked them up.

esked if he was goivg to ski today, the presidevt said "why vot®"
the pool dido't follow him back to the bass home but figure

he got theve sbout 1:35 a.m. ‘ )

_ for =®x the slopesyP saturday, the presidevt will ski
with four of our colleagues. bob barrett saig they would
be? grace bassett, russ ward, charlie tasvadi avd Fxid
david beckwith..

good vight

johv mashek
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