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THE VICT PRECIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, it is a
great pleasure for me to be in' llouston, Texas. I am delighted
to k2 here for.the “outhern Leadership Conference of the
Nenuklican Party. I am vary haopy to answer any questions
anyone niight have. '

AJESTION  [r. Vice President, what <o you make of
this Gallup Poll, vhat Joes it mean to you in terms -~

THE ,VICZ .PRESIDEZNT : .. :lot much.

NUESTION: Recause whv?

THE VICE PRESIDFIIT: These things go up and :lown.
QUTETION: You are no£ startled to see this?

THT VICT PRESIDFNT: 'lo. I have run for the office
of Governor in llew Yorl: four times. I never, at this point,
was higher than 36 percent. That was the highest point I
ever reached. TFach time I cgot: elected or reelected by a
plurality of 400,000 to 700,000.

You can't be in office and 4o tough things that are
in the long term kest interests ol the country without naV1ng
some people on the short term basis get upget, polltlcallg
If you are not in the came-and take no position, you are in a
strony position.

AUTSTION: "hen will vou be behind the Republicans?
THE VICE PREPIDEHT: Pretty much most of the time.

OURSTION: llow can the President restore hlﬂself
amonq the good graces of the ’nnublicans?

HE VICT PRESIDFIT: Do what is right for the °
American peonle,

OUTSTION Can you he a little more specific?
THE VICE PRECIDI''T: '"hich area are you interested in?
OUTSTION: The energy bill, for example.

THZ VICII PRESIDI™T Okay. 7le all are talking
frankly here? I have to say this compromise, in my opinion,
is a hoax an? a sham on the Arerican neople. I just think
and happen to believe also you can't £ool the American
people. They are a lot smarter than the politiciangs think.

They unierstand the “asic issues we face in this
country today. "hat does thi's bill Jdo? It rolls back prices
until everyhody gets reelected. Then they start to go up.

It encourages consumptlon at a time vhen we are trying to hold
1own consuwgti“h and ‘it increases imports and discourages
production., ' The most serious problen we have’ not Ain this
country, in my-opinion, you talk about pejng: el e ~going
to the people on the isques, the 1ost serlous problen weé have

HORE



Face 2

got is our denendence on imported energy. e are importing

40 percent of our oil right novws. IText vear ve will spend
aporoximately £37 bhillion. IZ that €30 hillion was spent here
in America. it would produce at least a million jobs for
Mnmericanz who are unemploved. 'le are totally vulnerable fron
a security noint of view Lecause of these imuorts, 40 percent;
80 to 90 percent on the Zast Coast of the United States.

Our econony is totally wvulnerable both as to price
and as to supply. 'Te have the natural resources. 'le have
the technoloay. e have the nanagerial skills..

The Presiient has told the Congress that we have
7ot to oo to energv imndependence. That it is essential to
achisve this hy 1935. :é& has presentel a bill to the
Congress, an Enerqy Inlevencence Authority, calling for g
$170 »illion Federal punp priming to get going.

In my oninion. that is egsential to get the econony
rollinc and that is essential to get the 2,800,000 jobs
we need for Americans right now. e have got it right in the
bag. e can do the whole thing. That has Congress come
along with? A bill to roll back prices during the election.

Okay. MAny other questions?
AUESTION  Should he veto it?

THY VICE PRESIDEIT: ‘I am not the President. I
have told vou what I think.

QUESTION: Eut you said, respondlng to the
question to restore himself, to do what is right for the
American people =--

THE VICE PRESIDINT: Take a strong position on this
issue.

OUNSTION: 'That about common gitus picketiny?

THE VICFE PRESIDEI'T: "ell, his rocition on common
dtus picketing is that undsr President Johnson, certain
statements vere made to the unions who were pushing this.
If they do so and so, then it would get consideration.

Un“er President '"ixon, the same thing was said.
If they make certain changss, it would get consideration.
I think the Precsident has félt that those conditions having
been net, that he has to give it consideration.

“Tfhat his final determination is going to be, I
don't knovw.

_ NUESTION: Mr, Vice President, the President has
seemed to have vacillated on Yew Yor). FHis Secretary of
State isn't toc popular amono some Renublicans.

THE VICE PRESIDIN7T: TThat has he got to do with
ew York? The Secretary of State? Are you talking about
Secretary Xissinger?

QUESTION: I said one proklem is Wew York, where
he hasvacilhted. Znother problenm is Kissinger. That can
you do in those areas? You say strong action is needecd, bhut
wve don't seem to have seen it in relation to the ?eanllcan
electorate.

THE VICZ PRESIDENT: Let's take both of those
guestions, one at a time. - On llew York, the President's
very simple position was, nu:ber one, yvou couldn't bail out
lew Yor)k, in quotes, "'bail out.” In other words, you
couldn't go where a city was snending more than it had in the
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way of income, where the law says you have got to have a
balanced budcet. You can't pick up that deficit because
if you do it for one city, every other city in the United
ftates that has any tendency in that direction, is going
to say, T'ell, do it for me, too." That is an impossibility.
“He was right in saying that.

tlumber two, he said that he did not think lew
York would have the muscle tc take the tough political
action to restore fiscal integritv by balancing their
budget by 1978. Therefore, the only way they would
take the action would be to go into bankruptcy. This is
what he lzid out.

Therefore, he said that thev ought to change the
bankruptcy laws. He was right on changing the bankruptcy
laws.

I have to say to vou that both "r. Carey and lir.
Peame came down to 'Mashington two or three months ago,
after getting some high priced lawyers to rewrite the
bankruptcy law, with a bill to change it . They knew the
law was very, very bad, the nresent law on bankruptcy.
It only applies to corporations.

e was right on that. I happen to feel, having
lived in that great State for cuite a while, that they
would take the tough stens. TThen they took the steps, then
the Federal Government was going to have to help them
bridge over that three-year period before their credit was
restored in the marketrlace. That is where our difference
was. It wasn't a major difference.

"Tew York has been taking =-- the state and the
city -- the steps. Therefore, the President said, "In.
view of the fact you are taking them, then I recommend that
Congress take action.®

That has been his position and he says, "Because I
took the tough position is why MNew York took the action."”
[laybe that is right. I felt they would take it anyhow.

So, the important thing was theyv take the action. Okay,
that is number one.

Number two, Secretary XYissinger. Secretary
Kissinger, in my opinion, is one of, if not the most
brilliant Secretary of States this country has ever had.
Fe has greater understanding of the world as it is today
in this period of interdevrendence and of rapid change.
e has the capacity to think conceptually.

F¥e has the canacity to talk and deal with the
leaders of other countries and unierstand their poihts of
view and interpret ours. I think he has done a superb
job. That hak been reflected by the high standing in the
polls with the American people, higher than any other
nublic official in this country.

e won't get into the fact that the lowest is the
Congress of the United States. But the highest is the
Secretary of State.

‘Then you talk about ilew York, I don't know what
you are talking about. Ilew York being upset about the
Secretary of State. There are jealous people. This always
happens. Anyone who reaches the top, then he gets shot at.
That is human nature.

"Then you talk about Mew York, vou tell me who you
are talking about.

OUESTION They may be ponular with the electorate
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at large, but they don't seem to be popular with the
Republican electorate that is going to h=z voting.

THE VICE PRESIDINT: Let's not kid ourselves.
Republicans don't elect Presidents, because they only have
18 percent of the vote. So, let's not shape our policies
just on what Republican voters -~ if that is what you are
saying to me.

OUESTION: 'Ir, Vice President, what hapnened in your
neeting with the Southern Chairmen this morning?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We had a good, frank discussion
just like we are having here.

OUSTION: T'That did you discuss?
THE VICE PRESIDENT Politics.
OUTSTION "hat about politics?

THE VICE PRESIDFMT: ™e just had a good meeting
of the minds on the different points of view that
exist in the Republican. Party. And the fact that the
Republican Party is a minority marty, as this gentleman
brought out or I brought out for his benefit,

Therefore, being a minority party, as I said last
night when I had spoken to the black businessmen and previous
to that, had spoken with the black Republicans, I said we
are both nminorities. Iilaybe if we get together we will
be a majority.

e minorities have to get together with other
minorities and we are going to have more voice in the
systen. :

OUESTION: Did you raise the point with the
Southern Chairmen this morning that you raised here, that
a Republican President cannot he elected with only Republican
votes?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I am trying to think whether
it came out in that form. The subject of minority, our
minority position came out. But I don't think I ever put
it just that way. I assumg these being very intelligent
puklic spirited citizens, they are aware of that.

OUESTION: Mr. Vice President, did the chairmen
ask vou why President Tord wasn't here, since he was
expected? Do you have any opinion as to whether he should
have nade it here?

THE VICE PRESIDEIIT: Wo. Ileither of those questions
cane up. There was no discussion about his Presidency.

OUNETION: How about the last thing, what do you
think? Do you think he should have made an appearance?

THE VICE PRESIDEMT: He has got some very difficult
decisions to make right now on bills before him. Two of them
we discussed already. There are some others, the low tax
bill. I think that it was just impossible for him to leave
"ashington at this moment and give the attention that I think
is being focused' on to these very difficult guestions.

AUESTION: Do you think perhaps he had some
apprehension, if that is™not too strong a word, -abodt a

confrontation with Ronald Reagan?
L T |

THER VICE PRESIDEMT: I can't imagine he would.
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QUESTION: Ilr, Vice President, how well do you
think the Ford campaiagn is doing at this point?

TH? VICZ PRESIDINT. TThen you talk about the Ford
campaign, you have got to talk about the President, really.
It is two things. I suppose if you talk abhout the Ford
campaign vou have got the President himself. The campaign,
I think. has heen slow in cetting started. But I think the
President has this extraordinary qualitv of trying to
understand what he deeply kelieves will reflect the best,
long term interests of the American peonle, and then take
action on it regardless of the short term, political
implications.

That I respect. €So, I think that while there may
he some short term political irritations, that the long term
political significance of doing the right thing for the
country is the most important thing. I go back to what I
said, I think the American people on these issues are ahead
of the politics.

NUESTION ilr, Vice President, do you think Ronald
Reagan could get elected?

THE VICE PRESIDENT. I don't think he is going to
get nominated. I think the President is going to be nominated.
I haven't really speculated on the second part of the
question.

OQUESTION: ™r. Vice President, in NMashville yester-
day, vou said it was of utmost urgency that Congress pass
revenue sharing. If they didn't pass it before the
Christnas recess; things would come unglued for ilew York
City. T™ut revenue sharing doesn't expire until the next
fiscal year. Could you explain the details of that?

THE VICE PRESIDCNT: Very simply, because the
fiscal years of cities and states do not coincide with the
fiscal year of the Federal “overnment. The Federal '~ & ~. .7,
Sovernment's fiscal year is Aifferent than the others.

Therefore. they are making up their hudget,
including New Yorl City and Mew York State, now. They will
present them in January. Those budgets are for 1276 and
1977.

If while they are making up the »udget, the
Congress hasn't acted, their next vear's budget, they can't
include an item that the Congress hasn't acted on.

That is part of the three-year budget balancing
process, For Hew York City it is $243 million, if my memory
is correct. So that this situation is going to =-- and I have
not read the act that was passed by the Congress authorizing
the President to guarantee bonds, so I can't give you the
details -- but my understanding is the act authorizes him to
cuarantee honds or whatever the Federal role is, if the city
balances its budget.

Then if it loses revenue sharing it is going to
ke out over a quarter of a billion dollars. Then they will not
be able to qualify under the terms of the legislation. Then
they are right back in the soup.

Personally, I would have thought that the revenue
sharing should have been in the lecislation, relating to the
guarantee for llew York, because it was an essential element.
Put then I think it is essential that the Congress, this
week get it out of cormittee and get it on to the floor. Or
in my opinion, their vacation is qgoing to be cut short for
Christmas.
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NUESTIOM: “'r. Vice President, will you support the
Repuhlican nominee?

THE VICE PRUSIDENT: I support President Pord. He
is going to bhe the Republican nominee.

NUESTION "That if he isn't?

THE VICE PRESIDEMT I don't speculate about that.
That would give an indication that I thought there was a
weakness, I don't think there is.

QUESTION: TThy don't you think Reagan is going to
get it?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Because I think "r. Ford is
and tvo people can't get it.

OUTSTION: T™hat do you feel Mr. Ford is doing right
and Mr. Reagan is doing wrong?

THE VICL PRESIDFNT: Mr. Ford is dealing with the
tough nrohlems that face the American people. !r, Reagan is a
very attractive person.’

He has got a speech that is a trenendous speech.
I envy him and I admire him. That has got 28 applauses in
it., That is a lot. How can you beat that?

But that doesn't deal with the tough issues yet.
Mow that he is a candidate, he is going to start having to
explain how you take $90 billion out of the Federal budget
and pass it back to State and local government, who are
already in financial difficulty.

Just put in your mind for a minute, what that means
to Mew York City or Mew York State. That knocks the whole
thing into a cocked hat.

OQUESTION: Mr. Vice President, did the Chairman feel
the way you do about Governor Reacan, having no chance with
the nomination?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Tle didn't discuss it.
NUFSTION: T"That did you discuss, sir?
THE VICE PRESIDTIIT: Politics, personalities.

OUESTION-® T"Those nolitics and whose personality,
if not i'r. Reagan's and Mr. Ford's?

TEE VICE PRESIDENT "Te didn't discuss personalities.
"e discussed politics.

AUESTION: You said politics and personalities.

THE VICC PRESIDENT. T'e discussed politics, not
personalities.

QUESTION: ho, in your opinion, would have a better
chance getting clected in llovenber, :.ixr. Ford or !lr. Reagan?

THE VICC PRESIDENT If T was supporting Mr. Ford
because I thought he was going to lose, I would be a damned
fool. I am supporting him because I think he is the best
for this country at this time. This country is looking for
openness, intecrity. e have had all of the complexities
and so forth in the past. I thinlt this country wants somebody
who is opren and straightforward. I think he is it.

MORE


http:PRESIDF.NT

Page 7

QUESTION: T'7ith all due respect to yourself, you are
a surrogate in this instance. President Tord seems to be
sending surrogates to speak to Republicans.

THE VICE PRESIDENT. The word surrogate under these
circumstances would mean I was supporting, coming here to
campaign for lir. Ford. This is against the election law.

Therefore; I would be in violation of the election law.
I have to guestion the word surrogate. I think that would mean
I was campaigning for him. I cannot. I can support his
prograns.

QUESTION® Is he going to sreak for himself to
Republicans in this State or is he going to have other people
in effect, speaking for him?

THE VICT PRESIDENT This business of just speaking
to Renublicans is beautiful. But we are talking about an
election. At this point anyhody who wants to be President of
the Unitedld States in 1976, has got to speak to more than
Republicans. Fe has got t& speak to the American pcople.

OUESTION  !'r. Vice President, jip view of your
analysis of Reagan's speech and the applause element --

THE VICT PRESIDENT: It was not mine. I was given
this report.

QUEZSTION -~ how do you account for the large
increase in Reagan's popularity among Republicans in this
current Gallup Poll that people are talking about? T"hat
happened?

THE VICE PRESIDEMT: You are a very sophisticated
gentleman who knows this business very well. The recognition
factor is very immortant. If you are on the front page of
two nopular weekly magazines and you are announcing your
candidacy and gotting the kind of attention which has been
given, I don't care who it is, he is bound to c¢o up. This
is what I 'ould call his noment.

It is a little earlv if you are looking at it from
a political noint of view. This is a little bit early. Those
of us who have he=n in nolitics a long time, like to start
low and work slowlv up, so when you hit the line you are
just there. You get tco far out ahead, way, way ahead of the
time.

QUESTION “r. Vice President, have you suggested
any running mate for President Ford?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: WMo, sir. I have said ever
since I was confirmed by the Congress after a great deal of
difficulty and exposure, that I thought that he should not
rmake up his mind. Fe should give no indication until he was
ncaina ted. At that point he ought to determine who can
best help this country and help him in the eglection.

CUTSTION: !ir. Vice President, John B. Connally
has been traveling extensively around the nation rendering
what he calls a public service.

THE VICE PRESIDEMNT: He sure has.

OUESTION: I wondered if you would call it a public
service or politicking or what thoughts you have on what
he is doing?

THE VICE PRESIDIIT: This is a very fluid moment
in the political life of most parties. Therefore, likely
candidates or prominent citizens who are identified with
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Qolitics, this is a good time to get around. I am sure
it is a publfic service because he is a very able speaker
and a knowleddable person.

QUESTION. Is there anybody else that you know of
doing vhat he is doing?

THE VICZ PRESINTNT: About 15 or 20 Democrats.
QUZSTION: Any Republicans?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: iIr. Reagan, of course.

QUESTION: !'r., Vice President, what is your stand on
the gitus bhill?

THE VICE PRESIDFTNT: I think the gitus bill, from
the labor point of view has tremendous advantages. I think
it is extremely unponular with the construction industry
and that therefore, it is a very difficult position for
the President.

QUESTION: If it were up to you, sir, what would
you do?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: If you don't know by now, I
have to tell you again. I an a staff assistant to the
President. I am not an independent political personality.
Therefore, I give my advice to the President on all issues.
Some requested and some I volunteer.

"That he does with that is entirely his responsibility.
T have no resphoncibility except to preside over the Senate
of the United States, which is a great honor. Unfortunately,
I cannot spcak without unanimous consent. I have only had
that twice in a year.

QUESTION: Have vou given your advice on that matter?
THE VICr PRESIDFNT: I have discussed it with him.
QUESTION. That did you advise?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: If you will forgive me, I cannot
say nublicly what I say to him. Otherwise, I would violate
the whole relationship and undermine it.

OUESTION In light of your mecting with two
separate black orcanizations last night, what is your opinion
of the minorities, their situation and role with regard to
national politics in this upcoming election year?

THE VICE PRESIDICNT: I believe very deeply in a two-
party systeri. I think a two-party system has been the
strength and vitality of democracy. I don't think it ought
to be a two-party system just in the north and west. I think
it should be a trwro-party system throughout the country.

I don't think it ought to be a two-party system
just for whites. It should be a two-party system for blacks,
for all groups. I don't think labor ought to be in any
party's pocket. I don't think the blacks ought to be in
any party's pocket.

I think they have to be on their own, live, vital
participants in the democratic process in this country.
To be that there has to ke a two-party system, increasingly.

AULSTION Are they involved in the two-party system
now?

THE VICE PRESIDUNT: Increasingly. It takes a lot
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of courage for them to move over. I told them that last night.
I have great respect for that group.

QUESTION: Did you come out of the meeting with
concern for President Ford's ability to gain a majority of the
delegates from the southern blacks, those States represented
here?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No.

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, do you think Reagan
will win as a Republican nominee or do you think he will not?

-

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We already had that question,
I said before I am not speculating. I don't expect him to be
a candidate. Therefore, that is not something in my mind.
My candidate is President Ford. I think he is going to be
nominated. To talk the other way would just indicate that I
felt there is some weakness, which I don't.

QUESTION: You did not support Senator Goldwater
when he ran for President,

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, I did. This is the stand-
ard position. If you had been in Albany, which is the capital
of New York, I introduced him from the steps of the Capitol
with a glowing statement which reflected my beiief in all
of the qualities which he has and he has a great many.

QUESTION: Many Republicans, however, don't know
that.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That is right, It is state-
ments like yours that increase that rumor.

QUESTION: Mr., Vice President, what do you view your
role after you leave your current position, your role in
American political life?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: My feeling is you can serve
your country in many ways. I love this country. I have
tried to serve it and I will continue to do so. I have no
concern. I am sure there are plenty of opportunities that
will come up.

QUESTION: In your meeting with the chairmen thig
morning did theythank you or express any feelings about your
decision to not be a Vice Presidential candidate?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. The matter was discussed,
but there was no expression of appreciation.

QUESTION: What did they say?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: It was noted,

QUESTION: What did you say? Can you give us any
more detail on this?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. We brushed by that pretty
rapidly. But we got it on the record.

QUESTION: Mr, Vice President, I think Bo Callaway
suggested to reporters the other day that you might be, if not
e = . | = '
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a surrogate, at least an advocate for President Ford in New
Hampshire. Do you have plans along those lines?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No, sir. Nobody has -ever
mentioned it to me. I would assume in view of the fact
that his expression of my liability to the ticket, a public
expression to that effect, that the last person they would
want in New Hampshire would be me. That .I just assume.
Nobody has talked to me about it.

. QUESTION: * Mr. Callaway's expression of your
liability? g e

THE VICE PRESIDENT: - Yes.
QUESTION: Where do you think you could help?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That is another question, that
is, my opinion as against Mr. Callaway's opinion. I think I
can help him anyway.

QUESTION: You sound as though you want to say more.
We would like you to say more. - :

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. I have got a lot of friends
around the country. I think the American people are looking
for people who will talk out honestly, openly and forth-
rightly and believe there is one country based on equality
and respect for human dignity. We are all Americans,
regardless of our backgrounds. I just feel the door is wide
open in the Republican Party for all Americans.

We want to take in all points of view. This is the
basis of democracy and that we shouldn't be afraid of
different points of view, We can debate them and argue them
out. Those in the majority win and the rest, support them,

QUESTION: You are saying, Mr. Vice President, that
your role in the campaign is sort of fuzzy now.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I didn't use the word fuzzy.
I haven't expressed my opinion. I answered two questions; one
about New Hampshire and whether Mr, Callaway was going to ask
me to go up there. . You asked me where I thought I could be
helpful and I said. :

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, yvesterday Governor
Carey took action which, in effect, dismissed about three
percent of New York State's work force, about 3,000 employees
to balance the State's budget. If you were before those
3,000 former State employees at this particular time of year,

a couple of weeks before Christmas, what would you say to
them?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I dismissed 7,800. So, I know
exactly what the problem is. :

QUESTION: What did you say to them?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We didn't have the money to
pay them. We felt very badly about it and tried to find work
in other places. But you cannot go on spending more money
than you have, no matter how valuable the human elements are.
A State has to have a balanced budget. A city has to have a
balanced budget.
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I raised taxes that year, $1 billion, $500 million
in the early part of the year, $500 million at the special
session at the end of the year. New York State now has
the highest taxes, State and local, of any State in the
nation, the result of which is lost business and that has
attracted people who need help from all over the country.

QUESTION: Mr, Vice President, FBI Director,
Clarance Kelly says we may have to abdicate some of our
civil liberties in the interest of national security. Do
you think that is something that will be considered?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It depends on the relationship
of one to the other. If abdicating some of our civil
liberties is in the interest of national security, then,
of course, he is right. But under those circumstances they
will forfeit their civil liberties.

QUESTION: Do you support Senate Bill 1?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't know what it is.
QUESTION: I won't go into it now.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: You have talked about the
value of debate and discussion and diverse points of view.
But you have also talked about the minority role your party
has. '

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Not the role, the minority
status, ;

QUESTION: The minority status. Is the Reagan
candldacy a healthy thing as some party offlclals say, or
is it a bad thing for the party?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Who is afraid of competition?

QUESTION: Does it divide a minority party up and
make it thus, weaker, or does it strengthen it somehow?

"THE VICE PRESIDENT: To a degree. It is very
interesting, I ran against Averell Harriman in.1958. . He
had the nomination. His focus was on the Pres.aency. The
State, he assumed, was his. We had about five of us running
for Governor.

It was 1958, It was a very good year. There were
five people fighting, going out to the people to arouse
their interest, That analogyy‘there, I think, says exactly
that. Of course, under these circumstances the Democrats
have us beaten five to one on candidates.

But it is very interesting. It has gotten so many
that they are having a hard time getting audiences to come
listen to them. Nine was the lowest I heard for-‘a function
in New York City for one of their prominent candidates.

QUESTION: Thank you.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It is a pleasure.

END (AT 12:40 P.M, CST)





