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Off ice o f the Vice Pre sident 
_ __ __ ___ ( T.lO U e:0n ,_ ':1:'.? ~:a s )_ __________ _ ____ 

P ~r:~r:" CONFPRr.'i'lCE or Th:: 
UICr PRESIDF'lT 

T T:~r 

1Yl\.':i:'T :::::;Sr:~1CY 

HOUSTON, TE»CAS 

(l' T l2~ln P. CST ) • 

THE VI C:' FRE CIDr i1'!.' - Ladies a nd ge ntleuen, it is a 
gre :o,t ',-.,l ea3ure for n e to be i n HOllston, Texas. I am delighte14 
t o b~ here for, t he rout~ern Lea~er5hip Conference of the 
'1~"')ul-:-' l ic-2n "'arty. I am v3ry ha )i'JY to ans,-rer any questions 
anyone :-1i

J 
-!lt have. 

\U -:' ~TION :1r . vice PresiJent , Nhat .:0 you naJ~e of 
this Gallur., Poll , :-7hat .:1oes i t ~ean to you in tern 

'.':'Im VIC~ P:\.ESID:-':JT; -"ot T:luch. 

()UESTION : Because qhv? 

~!'l"S VICE PRE .(HDf" lT · These thinS's go U) and l own. 

"U-'':'TIO!l: '~ou are not startled to see this? 

~~,-: VICT' P'!1F r r ,)T;T!':1:'" -10. I have run for the o'ffice 
of ~overnor in I'lel7 YorJ' - f our t i mes. I never, at this point, 
~'Ta9 , i gl1er t ha!1 36 ? e rcent. That H2.S the highest !.)oint I 
ever reachel . I"a c 11 t i me I qot , elcctec:' or reelecterf by a 
plural i ty o~ 400 , 000 to 7 00,000 . 

You can't be in off i ce anl 1 1'10 tough things that are 
in the long term best interests 0: the country without having 
sone ·;)eo?le on the s ,lor t term basis get u?~_et, politicall~. 
If you are not in the gane ,'anrl take no position , you are in a 
stron~ ~osition . 

0U:r-:STION' n!1en ,.Till vou be behind the Republicans? 

TEE VIC:S PRE~I!)=l1T: rretty Muc h Most of the time. 

nU:CSTrON: ~~OF can t he President r estore hi:'Jself 
amone; the good graces of the ~eV)ublicans? 

TEt' VIC'" PRESI:::>r~!T ~ ;:)0 ~ihat is right for the 
l-_""'er ical'. '2eo,)le. 

~U-=:~TION Can you be a littl~ more specific? 

TEE VICE PRES ID!"'·' TT : Y'''hich area are you intereste r1 in? 

()U"'~TION= ""'~18 ene-rgy bill, for example. 

THT' VIC: PRE~IJ~~r,:,", Ok?y. -~e all are talking 
'frankly here? I have to say t:\!s co:'?ro':lise, in r;.y opinion, 
is a hoa:~ an'" a S~1a:M, on the Af'erican :>eople. I just think 
and hapl)en to bel ieve al'3o vou can't fool the AFlerican 
people. They are a lot s~larter th·~~ the jJoliticians think. 

They U!1 terstand the, " ~aeic issues ,-'e face in this 
country toc.~ay. r'"T11at Q.oes thi's bill -,10? It rolls back prices 
until every::.oJy gets reelecteL1. 'l'~len they start to go up. 
It encourages c ons umption at a tiI':\e \t1hen ~'Je _~re trying to hold 
lo ,rm consuyri ,lt ion anI i't increases imports and discourages 

pror"'.u.ction. - The most serious orobleTL ~ ' 1e hav.e dot in this 

cou ntry, in "'1Y 0 -, inion, you taik a.!)out beingf~ank 'ari(Lgoing 

to the people on the is~ues, t he ~ _\ost serious problen '-I1e have 
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got is our Je'l 0.ndence on i n )orted energy. -le are inporting 
lI.O ,_"'lerce nt o f our oil r i ght 110" . ~lext year .re ~dll SlJen: 

0art)ro:,~inately ( , 31') hill i on I :~ t~'1at ~ 31) hi llion l,'.1as spe nt here 
i n }1.1"'l.e r ica it ~'10ult p r oduce at least a rrt il lion j obs f or 

lericans ~" l1o are une:-tpl oyed 0 '7e a. re tot al l y vulnerable fror.l 
a security ~Io int of ViE:\-l Lec auRe o f these im,;.)orts, 40 percent; 
80 to 90 per cent on the ~ast Co ast o f t he United Sta t es . 

Our e co[!ony is t otallY vulnerabl e bo th a s to price 

and as to s Ut.::.>p l y. '1e have t he natural resou r c es . Pe have 

the tec~moloIJ'Y. ~Te have the nana ge r i al sk i lls .. 


7 h<3 Presi'-ie,nt ~1as told t he Congress that Ne have 
crot to ("0 to energ:: inl1GLJendence . Th a t i t i s ess \; ntial to 

c h i e ve {:hi s hy 19~ 5 . 7;19 ha s. pre s enteJ a b ill to the 
Cong~e ~s, an Energy InJe~enaence Author ity , c a l ling for a 
$1"' ''' l:-ill ion Feder').l pu"tP priming to get going . 

In ~y o~ in ion , that is essent ial to get the economy 
rollin~ a nd t hat is e s se,tia l to get the 2,800 r OOO jobs 
He nee(~ for AMeric ans r i gh+: no t •.1 • He J.1ave got it r ight in the 
~af). Pe c 3nl0 the pho19 thing . Phat has Congre ss come 
a l onq with? A bill to rol l back prices during t he election. 

Okay . ?'.ny oi:her questionq? 

rUESTION Shoul rl he veto it? 

TH!: VIes PRESIDE -T'I' :. I aM not the President. I 
have t olr1 you ~'1ha t I thin k . 

" U;:;STION ~ t::ut you sai(l. , responding to the 
question to rest ore hins elf, to do Hhat is right for the 
America!" ?eo~le 

THE VICE PRESI1Y::N' Take a strong position on this 
i ssue. 

('ur~TION: nhat about c'ornmon situ s picketir1'r]? 

m!1E VICr: P~C1IDEITT ~ ' lell , his " ~'o '":i tinn on CO-:1mon 
citus1i cket ing is that unw~r Pre s ijent Johnson, certain 
statements "'ere n a·le to the unions who were pushing this. 
If they d o so and s o, then it uould get consideration. 

Un~er I'resiif.ent j'Ti~{Qn, t he same thing ~!1a s saiu . 
If they ma)~e certa i n chang~s , i t ~! 'ould get cons i deration. 
I think the Pres i~ent hu s fel t t~at t hose cond i tions having 
.een net , t hat he has to Clive it consideration . 

~ 'That hi s final netermination is going t o be, I 
0.on ' t lmoF 0 

()UESTI ON · Mr. Vice Presiden 't, the , President has 
seeM.e d t o have vac i lla ted on He~.'J YorJr. Ei s Secretary of 
St ate isn 't too popular amon? sone ~epublicans . 

THE VICE PlGSIDru,:,; -lhat has he got to do u ith 
~1eV7 York? ':'he Secretary of Stat e? Are you talking about 
~ecretary ~issinger? 

QUESTION : I said one ~1roblen i s lJeu York , \'-lhere 
he hasvac illitecL 11nother problem is Kissinger. Phat can 
y ou do in those area s ? You s ay strong ac tion is need e c.:, but 
~7e don ' t seem to ha v e seen i t i n relation to the Republican 
e lectorate. 

'!'HP VIC"':' PRESIDr NT Let's t a ke both of those 
question3, one a t a time. . On :TeN York , the President's 
very s iM!>le ~')osition \'!as, nu :'''ber one , you couldn't bailout 
"'Iep Yorl-: , i n quotes f bailout'. "; In other ~:JOrcls, you 
cou l o.n't go \'1here a c it~' Has s::,encling JT\ore than it h ad in the 
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Nay of income I where t~e lat-! says you ~1ave got to have a 
balanced budget . You can't pick u p t hat def i cit because 
if you do it for one c ity, every other c ity in the Uni ted 
Ptates that has any tendency in that Qirectio n , is going 
to say , -lell, (:0 it for me, too . " T a t is an iJ1lpossibility. 

-Ie \'JaS right in s ' -ying t'lat. 

:'TumJer t V1o, he sai.] that ~le did not t hink new 
York ~lould have the m!lsc l e to t a}:e t he tough pol i tical 
action to r e store fi8cal i ntegrit" by bal anc i ng their 
budget by 1978 . The r e fore, the on ly ~tlay they would 
take the acti on ~Hou ld be to go into bankruptcy . This is 
!ha t he l e id out. 

Therefore, he said that t hey ought to change the 

bankruptcy la\',s. fIe '.\las r i ght on changing the bankruptcy 

laws. 


I ha ve to say t o ~ou t hat both ;''\r . Car e y and rIr. 

T"eane cane dO'!1fi to lashington t~" 0 o r t hre e nonths ago , 

after getting some h igh _=ic e d l a~Jyers to re\r,r i te t he 

bankruptcy la\", lJdth a bill to change i t. They kne\ the 

lal' ~ as very, v e ry bad, the T)resent I aN o n bankr uptc y. 

It only app l i es t o corporati ons . 


I!e Nas r i ght on t hat . I happen to f e e l, having 
lived in that great State for ('Tuit e a t".Thi le r t h a t t hey 
"10uld take the toug steY'>s. 'Then they took t he ste ps , then 
the Federal Government ~'las going to hav e t o he l p them 
br i dge over tha t thr ee-year ner iod before t eir cre~it wa s 
restored. i n t he mar ketr· l c e . "'ha t i s tlThere our d i ffere nc e 
"lTas . It ,-'asn' t a major d ifference . 

'le," York has been taking -- t he s t ate a nd the 
city -- the stees . There fore , t he Pres i dent said , "In. 
vier" o f the fact you are t a king t hen , then I r ecoJtllTlend that 
Congress take action . " 

That has been his po s i t i on a nd he s ays, 3Becau se I 
took the tough position is \-,hy 1 eH Yo r k t ook the action ." 
! aybe that is r i ght . I felt they ",ould t ke i t anyho~, . 
so , tle il"lportant t hing .ra s they ta(e the a c t ion . Okay , 
that is number one. 

Number t,."o , Secretary !Ussinqe r 0 Se cretary 
Kissinger , in my opinion , i s one of, if not the most 
brilliant Sec r e tary o f ~tates this country has ever had. 
Pe has greater understanding of t he uorld as it is today 
in this period of i nterdenend ence and of rap i d change . 
!?e has the capacit..l to think conceptually . 

'"":e has the c aT)ac i t v to ta l k and deal '·lith t he 
lear_ers of other c oun r i e s and un-1erst and t heir .. o i nts o f 
vie",' and interpret our s. I t h i nk he ha s done a s upe r b 
job. That ha~ been re f lected by the h i gh s t anding i n the 
polls \-lith the Ame ric a n pe op le, highe r t han a ny o t her 
9ublic of.f i cial i n thi s country. 

f1e "Jon I t get i nto t he f act t hat the lm-lest is t he 
Congress of the Un i t e d Stat es . But the highe s t i s t he 
Secr etar y o f State . 

<Then you t -. lk about - eu York, I don' t know \'lhat 
you are talki ng about. ~ew Yor being upse t about t he 
Secretary of St ate. There a r e j ealous people . This a l ways 
ha_ -ens . Anyone \-:rho reaches the t op , t hen he gets s ho t at . 
Tha t is hlli~an natu r e . 

nhen you ta l k about 1\1e /' Y.ork , you tel l me \" ho y.ou 
are talking about. 

They n a y be p nular with t he elec torat e 
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a t large, bu t they don't s eem to be popul a r ~",i th the 
Republican electorate that is going to ~)'3 voting . 

':'HE VICE _RES I ;:) . ~I1T: Let 's not k i d ourselves. 
Republicans n on' t elect Preside n ts , because they onl y have 
18 percent of t he vote , So, let ' s not shape our policies 
just on 'rhat :le.. ublican voters ._ - if that is l,.'hat you are 
saying to me. 

nUERTION ~ '1r. Vice President i hat hap)ened i n your 
neeting Nith the Southern Chairmen t his morning? 

THE VICE PRESIDEI'1T' We h ad a good, frank isc uss i on 
just like '.e are having here. 

oUrSTION .: TJhat did you discuss ? 

THE VICE PRE!=;ID~l!_ Politics . 

()UrSTION !~at ~hout politics? 

'.4'HE VICE PRESI::P"FT ~ Pe just had a good :cneeting 
of the ninds on the ditferen t oints of view that 
exist in the ~epuhl ican _ Party. And the fact that the 
Republican Party is a minor i ty oarty , as this gentleMan 
hrought out or I brought ou t for hi s benefit. 

Therefore, being a Minority party. as I said las t 
night ,,!hen I had s poken t o the biac b sine(;smen and previo us 
to that, ha1 s.oken r:Ti t h the b lack Republicans , I sai " ~'!e 
are both ninor ities. ; ~aybe if -le get together ue \I1il l 
be a ma j ority . 

-1e minor i ties have to get together Nith other 
minorities and we are going t o have more voice in the 
syste~. 

OUESTION; Did you ra i se the point li th the 
Southern Chairmen this morning that you raised here, that 
a Repuhlican President cannot be ele cted with only Republ i c a n 
votes? 

THE VICE PRESIDE!T= I am trying to thi nk Nhether 
it c~me out in that form. ~he s u b j ect of ninority, our 
minor ity position came out. But I don' t thinl~ I ever put 
it just that ''lay. I assune, the se eing very intelligent 
public spirited citizens, the y are a\'/a re o f that. 

~UESTION: ~'tr. Vice Pre i e nt, iel t he cna::rman 
ask you ~'7hy President "'ord Tt'asn' there, since h e was 
expected? ')0 you have any opinion as t o ~ '.1hether he shoul d 
have ~a e it here? 

':L'HE VICE PRESIDI:nT: Ho , ~Teither of t hose questions 
cane up. There ~"as no discussion a' out his Presidency . 

0U"':STION . EO't<7 about the last t hing, \-lhat do you 
think? Do you thin he shoulu have made an appear ance? 

THE VICE PP.ESID_.:'1T; __e has got s ome ver y dif f i cul t 
dec isions to make right nm" on i lls before in. Two o f them 
h1e discussed already. The r e a re some others, t he 1m', tax 
bil l . I think t 1at i t "Tas just i IT\y)ossible for h i m to l eave 
~ashington at this Moment and giv e the att ention that I t hink 
is being focused ' on to these very d ifficult questions . 

0UE.. TION ~ Do you t hink ?erha~) s he had some 
apnrehension, 'i f th~ t is -n~·t t oo strong a ~1ord gbout a.I 

confrontation wi t h Ronald Re agan? 
~ 't., 
TH~ VICE PRESIDE"!':' ! ! can't i mag ine he '-lou ld . 

,lORT~ 
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QUESTION: ;!r. Vice Presir1ent, hO~~l ~·Jell do you 
think the Morti campaign is doing at this point? 

Ti:::' VIC:;: PRESI~:'i.1T. T1hen you talk about the Ford 
campaign, you have got to talk about the President, really. 
It is tt~ things. I suppose j f you talk about the Ford 
campaign you have got the Pres ident hL~self. The campaign, 
I think, has heen slm'1 in setting started. But think the 
President has this extraorlinar y quality of trying to 
underst and what he deeply ~elieves ~ill reflect the best, 
long te~ interests of the Americ an people, and t hen take 
action on it regardless of the short term, political 
implications. 

That I respect . so, I think that \"lh1le there may 
be some short term political irritations, that the long term 
~olitical significance of doing t he r ight thing for the 
country is the nost import .nt thin~. I go back to r'~hat I 
said , I think the AMerican peop l e on the se i ssues are ahead 
of the politics . 

"UESTION " r . Vice PresiGent , do you think onald 
Reagan could ge~ electee? 

TH!? VIC:R PRESIDENT I don't t hink he is c'oing to 
get noninatea. I think the Pre3ident is going to be nOMinated. 
I haven 't really s ':,eculated on the second part of the 
question. 

('JUESTION ~ '1r . Vice Presi(1ent ., in Nashville yester­
day, you said it ~las of utmost urgency that Congress pass 
revenue sh~ring o If they didn 't pass i t before the 
ChristTlas recess, thin s 'l:lould co",e unglued for I eN York 
Cit7. ~ut revenue aharing oesn't expire until the next 
fiscal year. Could you explain the ~etails of that? 

THE VICE PRESID~!T: Very simply , because the 
fiscal years of cities a d states do not coincide with the 
fiscal year of the Ferleral f"'n)ve rnrn.ent. The Federal . - -;..., 
Soverrument's fiscal year i s rlifferent than the others. 

Therefore . they are ~aking up their bu get , 
including neu YorJ: City anrl neN York State, n0\11. They ~1ill 
present them in January. Those bud0ets are for 1976 and 
1977. 

If ,-1hile they are making up the l)udget, the 
Congress hasn' t acted, their next year's bu get, they can't 
include an item that the Congress hasn't acted on. 

That is part of the three-ye r budget balancing 
process. For :1e'-, York City it is $243 Million, i f my memory 
is correct. So that thi s situati on is going to -- and I have 
not read the act that t-~as passed by the Congress authorizing 
the President to guar antee bonds, so I can't give you the 
details -- but my understanding is the act aut horizes him to 
S'uarantee ronds or tt!hatever th Feueral role is, if the c ity 
balances its bud et . 

Then i f it loses revenue sharing i t is going to 
be out over a quarter of a bi l lion -ollar., . Then they \,1ill not 
be able to qualif y under the terms of the legislation. Then 
they are right back in the soup. 

Personally, I \'1OU C have thought that the revenue 
sharing should have been in the l eS' i slation , relating t o the 
guarantee for We1 York , ec~use i t ~as an ess ntial element. 
nut then I think i t i s essential that the Congress , this 
week get it out of conmittee and get it on to the floor. Or 
in my opinion, t heir vilcation is roing to be cut short for 
ChristMas . 

PORE 
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nUESTION : ·r. Vice Preo:lident, \<1ill you support the 
R~puhlican nominee? 

THE VIC~ PRSSID~. T : I support President ?ord. He 
i s going to be the ~e9ublican no~inee . 

nUESTION T',That if he isn 't? 

THE VICE r!mSIDE~lT I don 't speculate about that. 
That t:7oulcl give an indication that I thought there 7as a 
weakness. I don't think there is. 

QUESTIO: ~'lhy don ' t you thinJc Reagan is going to 
get it? 

THE VICr:: PRESID'C~]T ~ Because I think ·!r. Ford is 
and tNO people can't I)'et it . 

nU:SSTIO TThat do you feel Hr . Ford is doing right 
an] rlr. Reagan is doing lr'rong? 

THE VICr:; PRESIDF!L : f.1r. Pord is dealing Jith the 
tough T") rol- Iems that face the American people . T·tr . Reagan is a 
very attractive person u' 

He has got a speech that is a tra~endous speech. 
I envy hiu and I admire 1iM. That h s got 28 applauses in 
it. That is a l ot. Ho,"' can you beat that? 

~ut that doesn Vt de I with the tough issues yet. 
i T01.J that he i a c and i date, he is goi ng to start having to 
explain ho JOU take $90 billion out of the Federal budget 
and pass it back to State and loca l governI'!lent, \7ho are 
already in financial difficulty. 

Just put in you r mind for a ::Linute, what that means 
to .1e\·J York City or :1e\,1 York Stat e. That knocks the ..,rhole 
thing into a cocked hat. 

OU~STION : r·1r. Vice President, did t he Chairman feel 
the ~'la'l you do about Gover nor Reasan , having no chance \'1ith 
the nonination? 

THE VICr. PRESIDr~i,!,; Pe didn' t d i scuss it. 

()U~STION. 'hat did you discuss, sir? 

THE VICE PPESID:""11~ : Politics, personalities. 

0UESTION - Those ?olitics and whose personality, 
if not ;~r. :;'eagan' s anc . r. Pord' s? 

TEE VIC~ PRESIDF.NT r~ d i dn't discuss personalities. 
r'e discussel! politics 0 

UPSTION: You said politics and personalities . 

~HE VIC~ PRESIDENT T~e Jiscussed pol itics, not 
"0e rsonalities . 

('\Ur:;STION , n ho , in your op~n~on, would have a etter 
chance getting elected i n ~loveT1ber, !.1r . F.ord or 1r . Reagan? 

THE VIC::: PRESIDENT If I ··ras supporting !1r . Ford 
because I t l ought he ' as _oing to lose I !'loulCl. be a damnedi 

fool. I am supporting h in because I think he is the best 
for this country at this time. This country is l ooking f o r 
openne35, intearity . Pe have had a l l of t he cOTilplexities 
and so ::nrth in the !Jast. I thin]-. this country \olan ta somebo y 
Nho is open and straightfor Tar . I think he is it. 

nORE 
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'"'UESTION ~ r'Ti th all due respect to yourself, you are 
a surrogate in this instance. President Ford gee~s to be 
sending surrogates to speak to ~epublicans. 

THE VIC"S PRESIDENT . The llord surrogate under these 
circumstances \lould nean I ~'!as au "Jorting, corning here to 
campaign for Ur. Ford. T~1is is a gainst the election IaN. 

T l~refore : I ",ould Ie in violation of the election la\l]. 
I have to question the Nord ~urro<Jate. I think t1at would mean 
I "las campaigning for hin. I cannot. I can support his 
nrograns. 

QUESTION ' I"", he going to speak for hiMself to 
~e~uhlicans in this State or is he going to have other people 
in e f.fect , speaking for him? 

TilE VIcr P~~ID~ITT This business of j u st speaking 
to P.e1')ublicc'lns is beautiful . But "1e are t alking about an 
election. l>,t this point any oc1y ,rho N nts t o be President of 
the UniteC: States in 197(, has got to speak to more than 
P.epublicans . f~e has got to speak to the American people. 

0UERTION ;:r. Vice President, in viep of your 
analysis of nea~an's speech and th~ ~pplauae element -­

T IE VIC::' PRE"'ID~krT ,. It ~:as not mine. I ~las g iven 
this report. 

0U~ TIOM -- how do you account for the l arge 
increase in ~eagan'a popularity among ~epublicans in this 
current GallU.p Poll t . at people are talking about? TThat 
happenen? 

THE VICE , REf.IDE- .T: You are .:l very sophisticated 
gentleman rho knm's this business v e ry T,tTell . The recognition 
factor is very h~~ortant. If you are on the front page of 
t~'10 T?opular ueekly ITlagazines and you are announcing your 
candicacy and g~tting the kind of attention t-lhich has been 
g iv:en I I don't care "'ho it is f he i <:; bound to qo Ul? This 
is ~'lhat I "ould call his nlor1ent. 

It is a little early if you are looking at it from 
a political ')oint 0.1: vie~T. This i s a little bit early _ Those 
of us W'_10 have .)e~n in ~olitics a long time, like to start 
lou and r'lork sloply up ~ so uhen you hit the line you are 
just there You get C00 far out ahead , way, :ay ahead of the0 

time . 

0UESTION · ~r. Vice President , have you suggested 
any running mate ,':or President Ford? 

TPE VICB PRESInr:'~l'J. ' "10 I sir. I have said ever 
since I ~" as confirme" by the Congress after a great ( eal of 
diff ieulty an0. exposure, that I thought that he shou l d not 
f.ake up his :-1i!1d , Fe should 9' ive no indication until he was 
nCIllina ted. ,~ .t that point he ought to determine \\1ho can 
best help this country and help hLm i n the elect ion . 

0UjSTION: Ir. Vice Presi1ent John B. Connally 
has been traveling e!;:tenDively around the nation rendering 
uhat he calls a public service. 

THE VIC P""ER I DE1T. He sure has. 

QUESTION I \'10ncere if you llouid call it a public 
servic€. or politicking or "That thoughts you have on -,;,'hat 
he is doing? 

THE VICE , RESID, :IT' This is a very flu i d moment 
in the political life of nost parties . Therefore , l ikely 
c andi ates or prominent citizens ,rho are identified ,. ith 
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politics, this is a good time to get around. I am sure 

it is a ~ubJic ervice because he is a very able speaker 

and d knowl~dgable person . 


I!UESTION Is there anybody else that you kno"l of 

doing'hat he is doing? 


THE VIC~ PR:r.~I1)nJT: About 15 or 20 Democrats. 

0U~STION~ Any P.epublicans? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT; i,lr . Reagan, of course. 

QUESTION : ' tr. Vice President, 1hat is your s tand on 
the situs bill? 

THE VIC~ PRESIDrNT I t hink the s i tus bill, f rom 
the labor po int of vie,' has tremenNous advantages. I think 
it is extrenely unpo,?ular ,,1ith the construction ind stry 
and that therefore, it is a very difficult position for 
the President. 

OUESTION., If it ere up to you 1 sir, "hat ' ,ould 
you do? 

THE VIC!:!: PRESIDENT. I f you don't knO\'/ by no~'1, I 
have to tell you aga i n. I an a staf us sistant to ' the 
Presiuent. I am not ~n indepenuent polit1~al personality. 
Therefore, I give my adv i ce to the Presi ent on all issues. 
Some requested and some I volunteer . 

Mhat he does with that is entirely his responsibi l ity. 
:r have no re'""]onsibi l ity except to preside over the Senate 
of the Un i te,1 States, ~ ·,hich i.s a great honor. Unfortunately, 
I cannot sp~ak without unani~ous consent . I have only had 
that tr"ice in , yea r . 

:;?UESTION: Have you given your aivice on that Mat ter? 

THE VICr !>RESIDF'NT : I have discussed it ,:ith him. 

QUE STIO '~at did you advise? 

TJ.IE VICE PRESID NT: If you \Ji ll forgive me, I cannot 
sayublicly ,.°hat I say to hi ' . Other 'lise, I "lould violate 
the \.rho Ie relation~hip and underMine it. 

0UESTION In 1:'g:1t of 10ur meeting t'li th t\'10 
separate black or_anizations last night, what i s your op1n1on 
of the Minorities, their situation and role "7ith regard to 
national 20litics in this upcoming election year? 

THE VICE PRESID~NT: I believe very deeply i n a tl-l0­
party systerl. I thin ;:]. tl'10-?arty system has been the 
strength an~l vital i ty of democracy . I on I t think it ought 
to be a t\o1o-party syste ., just in the north and ~"est. I think 
it should be a t"o-party systern throughout the country. 

I don ' t thi nk it ought to be a tHo-party system 
just for l;1hites. It s!10ul be a t"lO-party system for blacks , 
for all groups. I "~on' t t ink. labor ought to be in any 
party's pocket. I don't think the blacks ought to be in 
any par ty's pocket . 

I think they have to be on their O\lln, live, vital 
partic ipants in the enocratic process in this country. 
To be that there has to he a tHo-party sy::;tern, i ncreasing l y . 

I"\U~STION Are they i nvolved in the t\lO-party system
nO\<7? 

THE VICE PRESI ~NT : Inc~ea s ing ly. It ta{e s a lo t 
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of courage for them to move over . I told them that last night . 
I have great respect for that group . 

QUESTION: Did you come out o f the meeting with 
concern for President Ford's ability to gain a majority of the 
delegates from the southern blacks, those Stat es represented 
here? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT : No. 

QUESTION: Mr . Vice President, do you think Reagan 
will win as a Republican nOMinee or do you think he will not ? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We alr eady had t hat question. 
I said before I am not speculating. I don't expect h i m to be 
a candidate. There fo r e, that i s not something in my mind . 
1y candidate is President Ford . I think he is going to be 
nominated. To talk the other way oul d just indicate that I 
felt there is some weakness , which I don 't. 

QUESTION : You did not support Senator Goldwater 

when he ran for President . 


THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, I did . This i s the stand­
ard position . If you had been in Albany, which is the capit al 
of New Yor k , I introduced him f r om the steps of the Capitol 
with a glowing stat ement \'Thich reflected my belief in all 
of the qualities which he has and he has a great many. 

QUESTION : ~·1any Republicans , however, don't know 

that. 


THE VICE PRESI DENT: That is right . It is state­
ments like yours that increase that rumor . 

QUESTION: rtr. Vice President, what do you view your 
role after you leave your current pos i tion , your role in 
American political life? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: 1y feeling is you can s erve 
your country in many ways. I love this country . I have 
tried to serve it and I will continue to do so. I have no 
concern . I am sure there are plenty of opportuni ties that 
\<1il1 corne up. 

QUESTION: In your meeti ng \'rith the c~lairra.cn this 
morning.did tl)~ Ythank you or express any f eelings about your 
decision to not be a Vice Presidential candidate? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No. The mat·te r \'las discussed, 
but there was no expr ession of appreciation . 

QUESTION: What did they say? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It was noted . 

QUESTION: Nhat did you say? Can you give us any 
more detail on this? 

THE VICE PRESI DENT: No. ~ve brushed by that pretty 
rapidly. But we got i t on the record . 

QUESTION: ttt . Vice President, I think Bo Calla ay 
suggested to reporters the other day that vou might be, if not 
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a surrogate , a~ least an advocate for Pr esident Ford in New 
Hampshire. Do you have plans along thos e lines ? . 

THE VICE PRESIDENT ~ No, sir. Nobody has ever 

mentioned it to me. I would assume in vie\-, o f the fact 

that his expression o f my liability to the t i cket, a public 

expression to that effect, that the last person they \OlOuld 

want in Ne\\] Hampshire would be me . That I jus t assume . 

Nobody has talked t o me about it . 


QUESTION : r.1r. Cal~a~ay's expression of your
liabili ty? . 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: . Yes . 

QUESTIO : Where do you think you could help? 

THE VICE PRESI DENT: That is another question, that 
is, my opinion as against !1r . Callaway l·S opinion . I think I 
can help him anyway . 

QUESTION : You sound as though you want to say more. 
We would like you to say more . 

THE VICE PRESIDENT : No . I have got a l ot of friends 
around the country . I thi nk the American people are looking 
for people who ,·Till talk out honestly , openly and forth­
rightly and believe ther e is one country based on equality 
and respect for human dignity . We are all Americans, 
regardless of our backgrounds . I jus t feel the door is wide 
open in the Republican Party for all Americans . 

We want to t ake in all points of vi ew . This is the 

basis of democracy and that we shouldn' t be afraid of 

different points of view . We can deba t e them and argue them 

out . Those in the majori ty win and the rest , support them. 


QUESTION: You are saying, Mr . Vice President, that 

your role in the campaign is sort of fuz zy now . 


THE VICE PRESIDENT: I didn't use the word fuzzy. 
I haven't expressed my op1n10n. I answered two questions; one 
about New H~p~hire and whether Mr. Callaway was going to ask 
me to go up there . You asked me where I thought I could be 
helpful and I said . 

QUESTION: lrr . Vice President, yesterday Governor 
Carey took action whi ch , i n effect, dismissed about three 
percent of Me,., York State 's work force , about 3,000 employees 
to balance the State 's budget . If you were before thos e 
3,000 former State employees at this particular t ime Qf year, 
a couple of weeks before Christmas, what \'1ould you say to 
them? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I dismissed 7 , 800 . So , I knm., 
exactly what the problem i s . 

QUESTION: Wha t did you say to them? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We didn't have the money to 
pay them. tie felt very badly about it and tried to f i nd work 
in other plac es. But you cannot go on spending more money 
than you have , no matter how valuable the human e l ements are. 
A State has t o have a ba l anced budget . A c i t y has to have a 
balanced budget. 
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I raised taxes that year, $1 bi l lion, $500 million 
in the early part of the y ear , $500 million at the special 
session at the end of t he y ear. New York State now has 
the highest taxes , s tate and l ocal, of any State in the 
nation, the result of which is lost business and that has 
attr acted people who need help from a l lover the country. 

QUESTION: Ur. Vice President, FBI Director , 
Clarance Kelly says we may have to abdicate some of our 
civil libertie s in the interest o f national security. Do 
you think that is s omething that wil l be considered? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It depends on the relationship 
of one to the other . If abdicating some of oUr civi l 
liberties is in the interest of na tiona l security, then, 
of course, he is right . But under those circums t ances they 
wil l fo r feit th eir civil liberties. 

QUESTION: Do you s upport Senate Bill I? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don' t know what it is. 

QUESTION : I won't go into i t now . 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: You have t a lked about the 
value o f debate and discuss i on and diverse points of view . 
But you have also talked about the minority role your party 
has. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Not the role, the minority 
status. 

QUESTION: The minority s tatus . Is the Reagan 
candidacy a healthy thing as some party officials say , or 
is it a bad thing for the party? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: l'1ho is afraid of competition? 

QUESTION : Does i t divi de a minority party up and 
make it thus, weaker, or does i t strengthen i t somehow? 

THE VI 'CE PRESI DENT: To a degree. I t is ve ry 
interesting, I ran against Ave r e ll Harriman :i,n . 1 95 8 • . He 
had the nomi nation. His focus was on the PresLaency . The 
State, he assumed, was his . We had about five of us running 
for Governor . 

It was 1958 . It was a ve r y good year. There were 
five people f ighting, going out to the people to arouse 
t heir interest. That analo~~ . there , I think, says exactly 
that. Of course, under these circums tances the Democrats 
have us beaten five to one on candidates. 

But i t i s very interesti ng. I t has gotten so many 
that they are having a hard time get t i ng audiences to come 
listen to them . Ni ne was the lowest I hea rd for: a f unction 
in New York City f or one of their promi nent candi dates. 

QUESTION: Thank you. 

THE VICE PRES I DENT: It is a plea sure . 

END (AT 1 2: 40 P .r1. CST) 




