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THE WHITE HOUSE 

JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

During the visit of President and Mrs. Gerald R. Ford at the invitation 

of President and Mrs. Ferdinand E. Marcos. the two Presidents wel­

comed the opportunity to renew the bonds of friendship between their two 

nations and to review the status of their alliance in the light of changing 

circumstance s in the Pacific region. 


They affirmed that sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political 
independence of all states are fundamental principles which both countries 
scrupulously respect. 

They confirmed the mutual respect for the dignity of each nation which 
characterizes their friendship as well as the alliance between their two 
countries. 

The two Presidents discussed the rmasures which they agreed were 
desirable to enhance their relations, and to adjust them to current 
conditions and needs. 

In the fie ld of economic and commercial relations, they agreed that it 
was timely to conclude negotiations on a new agreement on trade, in­
vestment and related rratters as a means to enhance economic coopera­
tion between the two countries. This agreement would modernize the 
terms for conducting economic and commercial relations, taking account 
"f the end of the Laurel- Langley ctgreement and giving due consideration 
to the requirements for the development of the Philippine economy. The 
Philippine Governrm nt stressed its urgent desires regarding United States 
tariff treatment for such signilicant Philippine products as mahogany and 
coconut oil. 

In the field of security cooperation, they declared that the alliance betwe en 
the United States and the Philippines is mt directed against any country, 
but is intended to preserve the independence and promote the welfare of 
their two peoples, while at the same time contributing to peace and pro­
gress to all. They considered that the treaty of August 30, 1951 enhanced 
the defens. of both countries, st engthened the security of the Pacific 
region, and ..eontributed to the maintenance of world peace. They agreed 
t hat the military bases used by the U. S. in the Philippines remain important 
in maintaining an effective United States presence in the Western Pacific 
in support of these mutual objectives. 

They agreed that negotiations on the subject of United States use ci 
Philippine military bases should be conducted in the clear recognition 
of Phlllpplne sovereignty. The two Presidents agreed that there should 
be an early review of the steps necessary tI"J conclude the negotiations 
thr"ugh the two panels already organized for that purpose. 

President Marcos e~ his efforts to attain Inl.·Utary self-reliance 
for the Philippine s 8ftd his 1toKcy not to aHow ~ion of fo.~ eign 
ground troops lnt'" the Phillppines for its defeBee except as a last resort. 
President Ford ..expressed ~t for.tbNe realistic policies and to this end 
indicated that the United States ~dett to continue to provide assistance 
to the PhUi.pplnes.. within the .!ra~~ of.:n-ailablere-sources. 
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The two Presidents reaifitmed theircommltmeht to co~tinue close asso­
ciation on all matters of mutual concern. They concluded that the ties 
between the Philippines ar.d the U. S.remain strong and mutually beneficial. 

President Ford thanked President Marcos for the magnificent hospitality 
extended to him and Mrs. Ford. President Marcos accepted President 
Ford's invitation to make a return visit to-the United States at a mutually 
c onveniert time. 

Manila, December 7, 1975. 
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