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THE WHIT:::: HOUSE 

WASHli';G,ON 

Decembe~ 6, 1975 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The President has asked ~e to reply on his behalf 
to your thoughtful letter of Novewber 21. lie has 
further asked me to tell you that he appreciates 
the fact that you and your COTh~ittee permitted 
representatives of the Executive Branch to appear 
for'testimony on rrovernber 20, and shares your hope 
that the remaining "underlying issues" :may be 
removed. 

As you knmv, in order to provide your COTI'..L1i ttee 
with the substance of the information it sought to 
obtain by the Noverrlber 6 subpoenas, the Executive 
Branch identified the originating age!'~cy ....,ith 
respect to all covert actio~s conducted from 1965 
to the present. The Presicent authorized this 
step because of his desire to meet the legitimate 
needs of the COTIL-rti ttee for informatio:l. on cO~.jert 
operations, although SUdl c.etail V7as not required 
under any of the three sub?oenas. 

'As a further demonstration of our desire for accom­
modation, the President has authorized me to inform 
you and your COITmittee that, since the 40 Co~~ittee 
subpoena covered only the ?eriod 1965 to the present, 
'ole 'viII supplement the in:::o-:::-:r.ation already given to 
your COR~ittee by provicing similar information for 
the years 1961 through 196~ under the gui~elin2s we 
have followed thus far. This additional step should, 
\'7e believe I make it pos sible for the CO~'ni t"';:ee to 
obtain the information that your letter indicated 
was necessary without affecting the President1s 
claim of Executive privilese. 
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I sincerely hope, Mr. ChClirman, that this further 
example of the President's desire to help the 

Commi ttee carry out its ir"portan t responsibilities 

\'lill receive a favorable response by the ComInittee~ 


~relY, 

( IelL, w.~~
Phili~. Buchen 
cou...TJ.sM ,'I to the Presi"dent 

The Honorable Otis G. Pike 
Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 
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