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FOR ImmOlATE RELZAS!: SEPTErmER 12, 1975 

Office of the Vice Presieent 
(Dall.as, Texas) 

PRESS CONFERENCE 
OF 

THE VICE preSIDENT 
NORTH B1\LLROOII, SHERATOn DALLAS 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

(AT 1:40 !:'.!~. CDT) 

THE VICE PP-SSIDENT: Thank you very much, Ray. 

It is a pleasure and a privilege for ue to be here 
to talk to the Republican women from around the cOuntry and 
I told them that I thought it was very symbolic that they 
chose Dallas, the most dynamic city in the country, to have 
their meetingi beautiful city, fiscally solvent, that there 
was a certain analogy, here they were, a beautiful group, 
dynamic and successful hopefully in the next period ahead; 
and also standing for fiscal solvency and deep human concern. 

So I a, delighted to be here and answer any ques­
tions anyone might like to ask. 

QUESTIOI1: You told the women this morning that you 
felt that the machinery of Government is eating too much of 
the Gross Bational Product and you would like to do away "Tith 
some regulations. He all know regulations are born inunortal. 
How are you going to do that? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I spoke of regulations and the 
863 Categorical Grants, social programs, overlapping, dupli­
cating and impinging very seriously on the ability of State 
and local government to assune their responsibilities because 
of the regulations and also impinging on the creativity and 
dynamism of free enterprise. I kn~l that all of the regula­
tions and all of the programs are designed for very ~-torthy 
social objectives. The problem is that these no'" have become 
so complex that they are not achieving their objectives and 
they are tending to stifle initiative both in local govern­
ment, State government and in free enterprise. Therefore, 
what it really needs is an overhauling of the structure as it 
is praeently legislated. That is not unreasonable seeing it 
is 20, 30 years this ,-thole thing has been evolving. Now it 
is time to take a good hard look at it, reappraise it and come 
up with a simplified structure that goes back to a reaffirma­
tion of our faith both in the Federal system and in free enter­
prise and individual initiative. 

QUESTION: Sir, you have stated your position on 
busing to achieve racial balance at public schools. I don't 
know what it is. ~70uld you mind stating it for us now? 

THE VICE PR.!!:SIDENT: lie have this problem in Heu 
York State. And the legislature passed a law -- now about 
five years ago -- passed a law which left to local school 
board decision whether they would use busing as a means of 
achieving int~gration. I signed the la'-t. I happen to believe 
in local home rule and in many of our coamunities, both the 
black community and the white community did not want to have 
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the program. Unfortunately the 1a~" was declared unconstitu­
tional. 

Dusing in and of itself, of course, is what has 
made possible the bringing together of students from little 
red schoolhouses into central schools so that busing, in 
itself, is not unknown in this country and it is a very 
important factor. In many cases busing has contributed to 
racial integration, but in many other areas it has created a 
kind of strife which I think has set the Movement back rather 
than brought it forward. 

However, anybody who is elected in government has 
to uphold the laws of the land and these happen to be the 
1a't'ls. 

Then the question is either by Congressional Acts, 
Constitutional amendment or an opinion going back to the 
Supreme Court where the Suprene Court renders a different 
opinion than it did before. Those are the only three methods 
for changing the situation. It is difficult, but this is the 
kind of problem that 't'1e go through in a denocracy. ~le do it 
the hard way and only when the people speak does the action 
get taken. 

QtmS'l'ION: Hr. Vice President, what do you think 
ought to be done? 

THE VICE PRESIDEnT: I think that there needs to be 
either Congressional legislation, if it can be done, within 
the framework of the opinion of the Supreme Court or Constitu­
tional amendment that gives greater flexibility to the local 
communities in trying to work out their problems in a way that 
doesn't accentuate strife instead of overcoming it. 

QUESTION: 'Anyway, ~fhat would your advice be to 
parents and· communities l'lhich are under court order to bus, 
places like Boston, Louisville? Hhe.t would you tell them, 
sir? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I have a very good friend 'tTho 
is Governor of Virginia '(.,ho had this problem. They got the 
order. And his three children, four children, three or four 
children, all went to integrated schools by busing and they 
were in schools where maybe there was a 20 percent white popu­
lation, 80 percent black. They made the adaptation and they 
did very well. I think that under the system of law we have 
in this country the parents, these are public schools, the 
parents either have to fulfill the interpretation of the law 
by the courts or they have got to, if they can, send their 
children to a private school if they don't want to. 

QUESTIOrI: Sir, do you think busing in Boston is a 
good thing? 

TUE VICE PRESIDENT: Hhat do you mean II a good 

thing"? 


QUESTIO~ : I mean do you think it is a good way to 

have the children educated in terms of raising the standards 

of some of the schools in Boston? 
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TH~ VICE PRESIDENT: I am not faTtliliar with the 
situation in Boston; never have studied it and am not 
familiar with it. Therefore, I am not in a position to make 
an intelligent answer to your question. The law has been 
passed. The Supreme Court has made an interpretation. The 
judge has acted. The school board has said this is what 
should be done. Unless there is a change in the law or a 
change in the Supreme Court decision there is very little 
option. 

QUESTION: Do you think there should be a change in 
the Supreme Court decision or the law? 

TIIE VICE PRESIDENT: As I said, I think that a 
greater degree of local rule, which is a great tradition of 
this country and one which has stood us in good stead, is 
desirable. I think the local community knows how to handle 
the problems better within the broad framework and objectives 
set by the Congress. Therefore, I think greater flexibility 
would be a very useful thing. But it has qot to be achieved 
legally 0 

QUESTION: Do you, at this time, support a Constitu­
tional amendment for enforced busing? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I talked to some of the legisla­
tors and there are those who think that it can be done by, as I 
mentioned before, either legislation without a Constitutional 
amendment, a suit which goes to the Supreme Court which results 
in a revised or more refined opinion which alloW's greater lati­
tude or an amendment. 

QUESTION~ Sir, did you ever consider, perhaps in 
the symbolic sense, sending your o~m children to public 
schools? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don I t know' \>lhat you mean 
:1 symbolic sense. r! 

QUESTIOl'l: In the sense that it ,""ould, perhaps a 
prominent figure such as the Vice President or Governor of New 
York, if he sends his O\\1n children to public school. it might 
show more support for the public schools and it might give 
people who have to bus their children the feeling that all 
classes are sharing in this problem. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: r·1y children went to a private 
school, still are going to them. I understand what you are 
saying. I have done, I think, probably as much as any gover­
nor to increase the State's assistance to edUcation. So I 
have tried to do the best possible job to improve the quality 
and character of public education while also recognizing that 
private education in this country traditionally has been the 
area where experimentation and creative forces were developed, 
nel" methods, ne"1 procedures developed and it has a role to 
play. 

QUESTION: Sir, why aren't oil companies drilling 
for more oil since we need it so much? 

THE VICE PRESIDEnT: I think that one of the prob­
lems is the un~ertainty and the removal of the depletion 
allowance makes it a very risky thing to drill for oil. 
Therefore, with the depletion allowance gone and the ability 

nORE 



Page 4 

to import oil even though, from the point of vie't'l of the 
nations as a whole, it leaves us in a very vulnerable position; 
but I think that has been one of the reasons. IJOtlT there has 
been decontrol. The legislation e:ltpired and the President 
vetoed the six-month extension. They overrode or they tried 
to override but they did not succeed in overriding his veto. 
He asked for a 45-day extension with the idea of working on a 
plan for a 39-month phased decontrol with a provision for wind­
fall profits and a plmi back for those who invested their 
money. 

The Congress as yet has not acted on either the 45 
days or the compromise on the decontrol. So at the present 
time we stand with no control. 

QUESTION: Are the profits as obscene for oil com­
panies as Scoop Jackson says they are? 

THE V!C!: PRESIDENT: ITo. He is totally wrong. It 
is a political approach to the problem and a very tragic one 
because he has given the public the impression, he used the 
figures when the price of oil was raised by the OPEC countries 
500 percent. Ne'\'.V' oil in this country was allot>'led to go to 
that price. All inported oil went to that price. All old 
oil was controlled. 

Because of large inventories these companies had, 
those inventories were written up and then that made it look 
as though there were huge profits. But they weren't huge 
profits. 

This resulted in the public reaction and was fanned 
and the public was misled by statements such as his which, 
let us face it, have to be political because they are not 
factual. The real truth of the matter is that industry not 
only in the oil industry, but industry generally in this coun­
try is not making enough money to invest in net'l capital pro­
duction to meet the needs of the people of this country and 
expanding economy and at the same time meet the water quality 
standards, air quality standards, safety standards, equal 
opportunity standards, et cetera. 

I happen to be chairman of the Conunission on t1ater 
Quality which was created by the Congress to study the impact 
of that legislation. I got a presentation yesterday, as a 
matter of fact, sho,.,ing that one major industry, fundamental 
industry essential to this country in order to meet its capi­
tal needs for all of these Federally-required expenditures, 
plus expansion of production would require a 10 percent 
increase a year for the next 10 years to get enough capital 
to be able to do it. 

So we are in a very serious situation and I think 
that it is typical of this country. He come to a conclusion 
as we did ,.,hich, I think, was sound that we tl7ere polluting our 
environment and that we ought to stop and that we ought to 
correct, but typical of our country, we wanted to do it yester­
day. 

He are going at a rate which can have, if ''Ie are not 
careful, very serious impact on enployment because of the lack 
of ability to invest, to have the capital to invest. 

QUESTION: Hr. Vice President, has Hr. Hitchinson or 
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any other Texas Republican leader or any businessman that you 
met with this afternoon made any commitment to sup~orting you 
in a 1976 ticket? 

Tn:: VICE PRESIDENT: I a'l"l not a candidate I am0 

not on the ticket. So there is no probl~~. I an not looking 
for support. I cane do'(>m here to speak to the Republican 
women. I cane dO\fll here to talk about the President's program 
and his efforts to meet the problems this country faces. I 
have said for seven months, I guess it is nine now 1 since I 
was approved by the Congress, that I felt that the President 
should not feel in any way co~mitted_that I ~ not even willing 
to discuss whether I would be available in '76 because after 
he is nominated he should, then, make the decision as to 
whether or ,"'ho he "lants as his running mate. He 'I..Ti 11 recom­
mend that to the convention and I assume in the tradition of 
this country whi~~ is 200 years old, both Parties will nomi­
nate the person who he recommends. Hho that is going to be, 
that is up to him at that tine. Prior to that, I don't think 
that he should qet himself co~aitted. 

(1ur:::STION: You have been attacking He"" York City 
pretty vigorously in recent "Teeks about it being a bad 
example of fiscal policy. I was wondering, don't you, as a 
former governor of He't'T York, bear any responsibili t~{ for that 
si tuation and didn't the banks in HetT York City, such as Chase 
Manhattan, benefit in any way from that type of fiscal policy? 

TIm VICE PRESIDENT: First, I have not been attacking 
ne,,, York City. I have been saying that Ne\,l York City is a 
tragic example of "That happens if you try and spend more Money 
than you have income and get yourself into the kind of debt 
situation which they have for 15 years. They have cone up with 
a balanced budget each year based on over estimating their 
income and under estimating their expenditures. At the end of 
the year they would then sell short-term notes to make up the 
difference. Those cumulated to a point where they now have 
$3.2 billion of short-term notes they have to keep going over. 
They followed another course which ,,,as a very unfortunate one 
which t'las to use capital bonded debt for operating expense. 

I was there in Albany, as governor. I argued with 
them on these points to try to get them to follmIT a different 
course. t'Je did make possible each year the balancing of the 
budget and at various occasions after two or three days of 
round-the-clock negotiations \-le 'fould come out \"Tith a package 
in the first instance advanced by the State to keep them from 
firing all of their police and firemen which is what they 
always threatened to do. 

It finally caught up on them. But the State cannot 
control and, as you know, the cities have a very strong sense 
of independence. They were supported by the ne",spapers '''ho 
often talked about, and as a result of my actions, that maybe 
New York should secede from the State and become the 51st 
State. So that was their reaction 1j.,hile I was there. 

QUESTION: ;1r. Rockefeller, most recently you testi­
fied at the Attica hearings. How do you feel that that situa­
tion could have been avoided; how do you react to allegations 
that you were responsible, personally, for those deaths? 

TIm VICE PRESIDENT: It is a tragic situation. But 
these are the simple facts, that the Superintendent of 
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correction had been concerned for some time that there was 
political agitation in the prison. lIe had asked for a dou­
bling of the CJl.'!.ard. He did not have the money. ~'1e had some 
serious fiscal problems of our oun. That year ~'1e had let 
8, 000 State e.~ployees go in Ue,..! York. And then this thing 
blew. 

The State police, as 'tras the trad.ition on the plan, 
went into Attica without guns to retake the prison. They had 
about 54 hostages \'Tho ,.,ere guards. They came to a t-lelded gate 
and the prisoners said that they ",ould kill the guards, the 
hostages if the police came any further. 

At that point it happened that the Superintendent of 
Prisons arrived on the soene anCi. he said, IIStop the retaking 
of the prison. I will negotiate and release the guards without 
any deaths or loss of life. r! 

His estimate of the situation turned out to be incor­
rect. After ,..,e had agreed to 28 points relating to so-called 
prison reform, they then asked for total amnesty and free pas­
sage to a non-imperialist country ~.,hich did give a little bit 
the impression that ,this was not purely a prison reform opera­
tion, but that this ltTaS a political politicized operation. 

The fourth day, the Superintendent came to the con­
clusion that his negotiations hCl.d failed, that he \-las not 
achieving his results and, therefore, he said, "I think we 
have got to go in and retake the prison. \1 By this time they 
had made fabricated arms from knives and so forth from the 
prison and when he made his last appeal they lined up a dozen 
guards on the elevated area in the prison yard and each guard 
had a prisoner behind him with a knife at his throat, and they 
said to hL"!l, HThis is your ans,.,er. If you come in, we will 
kill all of the hostages. II i:7e had no choice and I supported 
his recommendation \'1e go in. Dy this tine 't'le had to go in 
with arms although the instructions "rere nobody was to use 
their arms unless the life of a guard or a State trooper was 
involved. I gave specific orders not to use guards because 
of the tremendous tension they ",ere under in the retake of the 
prison. 

You say would I have done something different? I 
think the answer is, in retrospect, that we should not have 
stopped the retake in the beginning which was being done with­
out guns and that that ~'Ias the right thing to have done and 
that is the policy which is now back in operation. 

QUESTIOU~ Hr. Rockefeller, according to a Harris 
Poll, one out of four Republicans would not vote for the GOP 
ticket if you ",ere on it and 55 percent of those polls feel 
that you have done a poor job as Vice Presidenti45 percent of 
the Republicans also give you a negative rating. "']bat is your 
reaction? 

THE VICE PRESIDEt:rT: ny reaction is really what is 
new? One out of five or one out of four? Did you say one out 
of four? Eighteen percent of the voters are Republicans. So 
that makes about, what is it, four and a half percent? So 
that means that 4.5 percent of the American people wouldn't 
vote for me. You can't get elected with 4.5 percent of the 
people if you are on the ticket. The truth of matter is I am 
not on the ticket and I am not seeking to be on the ticket. 

I 
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nUESTION~ rfuat about the other figure in ""hich 55 
percent of the Republicans, Democrats and Independents do not 
feel you have done a good job as Vice President and 47 per­
cent are opposed to your being on the ticket? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That is reminiscent of the fact 
when I ran for governor the second tine only 24 percent of the 
people thought that they would support me and by the time I 
had been able to reach the people and tell then what had been 
done and t11hat \'I1e ,,,ere doing, ~1hat our plans were, I ''las 
reelected. 

QUESTION: Is that what you are doing now, sir? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Ho. You are asking me for an 
analogy or I am giving you an analogy of a situation that is 
the only one I can think of, ~~cept that that thing happened 
each time. I ''1as elected four times in :tet.., York. Each time 
it was some't.yhere beb1een 24 and 36 percent and He", York State 
has a Democratic enrollment of one million plurality over the 
Republicans. So that we started out from behind the eight­
ball. But that is ,,,here you start out as the Republican on a 
local ticket or a national ticket .. 

QUESTION: Are you trying to meet some of the 
people so that you can, perhaps, bring that percentage point 
up? 

THE VICE PRESIDEtJT: 110. I am just trying to 
answer your question, to tell you the truth. I am just sup­
porting tile President's programs. I a~ not campaigning either 
for him or me. 

QUESTIO:l: How do you explain this type of poll? 

THE VICE PRESIDEnT ~ I have ans\tlered all the ques­
tions I can. The anS~7ers ",ould be pretty much the sarne as I 
have already given you. 

END (AT 2 ~ 05 P .T'!. CDT) 




