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THE WHITE HOUSE 


TEXT OF LETTERS FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am forwarding proposed legislation to create in 
the Executive Office of the President an Office of 
Science and Technology Policy headed by a Director 
who will also serve as my Science and Technology
Adviser. 

From my earliest days in public life, I have been 
impressed with the vital contributions of science 
and technology to the continued progress of this 
Nation. The expansion of knowledge through scien­
tific research and the successful and creative 
employment of our scientific and technological
capabilities are essential to the growth, stability
and security of the Nation. Today, advancement in 
these fields is crucial, for example, to the achieve­
ment of our long-range energy independence. 

The Director of the new Office will provide advice 
to me and my top assistants in policy areas where 
scientific or technological considerations are in­
volved, thereby helping to assure that the Nation's 
scientific and technological capabilities are 
utilized effectively in achieving our Nation's goals.
He will identify new opportunities for using science 
and technology to improve our understanding of national 
problems and to contribute to their solution. He will 
also chair the Federal Council on Science and Technology,
and I expect him to provide advice on the scientific 
and technological considerations in Federal policies,
programs and budgets. 

The Director and the Deputy Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy will be appointed by the 
President. The Office will draw extensively on the 
Nation's scientific and engineering community for advice 
and assistance. The Director and staff will also call 
upon Federal agencies for assistance in carrying out 
their responsibilities. 

I believe that this new mechanism for providing the 
President and his senior advisers ready access to 
scientific and technological advice will improve our 
ability to find the best courses of action for 
achieving our national objectives. 

I urge the Congress to give this proposed legislation
its early and favorable consideration. 

Sincerely, 

GERALD R. FORD 
more 
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A tILL 


To strengthen staff capabilities for providinf', advice and 
assistance to tae President with respect to scientific 
and technoloeical considerations affectins ~ational 
policies ane. programs. 

~ tie it Ea.l'l.ac.te,d by tf.. ll.e 8_epB.-.t.e ~A~. i~~~S_~_ oJ. r~e.E"~~~;.n..t_~Av.e"!;_
of t:le IJnited r5tates 0 i:.Llerica in Coni;ress assepbleCl. .luat 
th"isAct" 'il1ay becffii. -is ·tlie"---P"re-s"icfentTa'1"S ci"ence" 'ari"d 
'iechnology A.c.visory Organization Act of 1975 .. 

rr" 3~Ct~01·1 ?-.. Of..f~~ ~f. S..~Ae..nf.e. !l,!l5~ ':;:_~s.l!~~"~o.8Yi' l?()l~c"y',!,
.ulere 1S aereoy estaU.L1S~led 1n tne i;xecut1ve vfflce 0 ..... tLle 
President the Offica of 3cience and Technology Policy, 
~lereinafter referred. to e.s the 0ffice. 

3ef· ~. ~.ire.c.to,r and. .~el),~,~'y' ?Ar_e_c;_t_~z:.. :l'here s11<3.1l 
be at t ..le ~leac1 of t~le jffice a .uirector uno saall be a!)t>ointed 
by tile J?resicient ane:. saall be cot.1pensated at the rate pro .. 
vided for Level II of the ~;xecutive 5chetiule (5 a.s.c .. ~3l3). 
':Lhere shall also be in the Jffice a ~.leputy ilirector whoJ 

shall be appointed by the ?resident and shall be compensateJ 
at tile rate provi.:·:ed for Level IV of the ~cec'ative Sc..l-tedule 
(5 U.S.C. 53i5). 'rhe :'.eputy Director shall perfOrt£l such 
functions as t'i.1C jirector uay from time to tihle prescribe 
anti shall act as ~irector durinE; the absence or disability 
of the ~irector or in the event of vacancy in the Office 
of uirector. 

Sec. it.. F'lmctions of th~ Director. The Jirector 
shall be the Pr'e"sT:lent"'''''s chre'f po-rfc-y-adviser ~1ith res:.ect 
to scientific an~ technological aatters. Ee shall advise 
tile President, \tlit~ respect to: 

(1) '.Che scie::ltific anc tec:lnolo<:"ical aSDects of r:;.ej or 
national polici~s, proZrmQs and issues, ­

(2) t~le auequacy and effectiveness of Federal scientific 
and tec:l~0103ical policies I pror;rans) and ?lans for I.lleetLlj 
dational &oals, 

(3) tl.le utilization of new ideas and discoveries in 
science anc: technology in ad<1ressinr: it1portant ~iational 
?roblems , 

(l.f.) ble coorc.i.ination of scie'.ltific anu tec:lnical 
activities of tne Federal Government, and 

(5) such other ~atters as the rresicent may ~irect. 

Sec.. 5. l'ersol1nel. 'J.."~le iJirector is eutborizec., 
\>lithout resard fo ..tli~""provisions of title 5 of the 
uLlited States Co:ie L;overn1ng appointHlents in the cOf!ipetitivg 
service ~l~ chapt~r ~l and subchapter III of chapter 53 

t:lore 
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of said title to appoi"1t and fi::i~ the cot:lpensation butJ 

not in excess of the rate prescribeci for grade as··ll; of 
the General ~chedule in Section 5332 of said title for 
such officers anc employees as he may deen necessary to 
perform the fwctions nm1 or hereafter vested in hi!':1, 
and to prescribe their duties. 

Sec. 5. Consultant an~ Other Services. 111e Director 
11lB.Y (a) obtainserV!'c:"e's' "'as-'-atit!l<i£fzeaoy"section 3109 of 
title 5 of the United States Code. at rates not to exceed 
the rate prescribed for grade GS,,13 of the General Schedule 
by section 3332 of title 5 of the United States Code. and 
(b) enter into contracts and other arrangecents for studies, 
analyses. and otll~r services 't'1ith public aeencies ani 'tlith 
private persons J orsanizations or institutions J and mal',:e 
such payments as he deens necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this Act 'Vlithout lef;al consideration, with­
out performance bonus J and 'Vlithout regard to Section 37'Y) 
of the Revised Statutes (41 USC 55). 

Sec. 7. 0ther Federal i.i.fencies. 'i.'he Director nay 
utilize witi:l tiieTr' cons·cnf-ti:le'·ser\iices 1 ?ersonnel, equi3,)!J.lcnt J 

and facilities of ot..ler Federal agCllcies wit:1 or witbout 
reir.iliurseme11t; anc. nay transfer funds Dade available pursuant 
to this Act to ot:l.er Federal agencies as reil!IDUrSenent for 
the utilization of such services, personnel; equipnent, 
anti facilities. 

Sec. [j. .t~"i.l:t!.:~q.~i_z,a.t';.o.n, o,f -'l:i"D.l?~p:r.i_aJ:J.o!l.~. There are 
author:i.zed to be appropriated such amounts as feay be 
nee-as sary to carry out fwctions under this Act. 

Sec. 9. 1:.e'l)cal. .'Sections 1, 2 J 3 J and 4 of 
i~eorg;anization ptan··l~o. 2 of 1962 (76 Ctat. 1253) and. 
Dection 2 of {{eorganization Plan ~~o. 1 of 1973 (87 Stat. 
10d9) are repea1ec. 




