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THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF LETTERS FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am forwarding proposed legislation to create in
the Executive Office of the President an Office of
Science and Technology Policy headed by a Director

who will also serve as my Science and Technology
Adviser.

From my earliest days in public 1life, I have been
impressed with the vital contributions of science

and technology to the contlnued progress of this
Nation. The expansion of knowledge through sclen-~
tific research and the successful and creative
employment of our sclentific and technological
capabllities are essentlal to the growth, stabllity
and security of the Nation. Today, advancement in
these fields 1s crucial, for example, to the achleve-
ment of our long-range energy independence.

The Director of the new Office will provide advice

to me and my top assistants in policy areas where
sclentific or technological considerations are in-
volved, thereby helping to assure that the Nation's
sclentific and technological capabllities are

utilized effectively in achieving our Nation's goals.
He will identify new opportunities for using science
and technology to improve our understanding of national
problems and to contribute to thelr solution. He will
also chalr the Federal Council on Science and Technology,
and I expect him to provide advice on the scientific
and technologlical consliderations in Federal policies,
programs and budgets.

The Director and the Deputy Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy will be appointed by the
President. The Office will draw extensively on the
Nation's scientific and engineering community for advice
and assistance. The Director and staff will also call
upon Federal agencles for assistance in carrying out
their responsibilities.

I believe that this new mechanism for providing the
President and his senlor advisers ready access to
scientific and technological advice will improve our
ability to find the best courses of action for
achieving our national objectives.

I urge the Congress to give this proposed legislation
its early and favorable consideration.

Sincerely,

GERALD R. FORD
more
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A BILL

1o strengthen staff capabilities for providing advice and
assistance to tae Iresident with respect to scieatific
anc technological considerations affectins; national
policies and programs.

te it enacted by tae Jenate and llouse of lepresentatives
of the United States of ‘merica in Conjress asserbled, That
this Act may be citec as the Presidential Science and
Lecanology Acvisory Organization Act of 1975 .

Sectionn 2. Office of Science and “echunology Policy.
There is hereby establislied in the ixecutive Office of the
President the Oifice of Sclence and Technology Policy,
uereinafter referred to as the CGEfice.

SJec. 3. Jirector and .ieputy Jirector. There shall
be at the aead of tae Jffice a virector who shall be apnointed
by tine Presicent and saall be compensatedé at the rate pro-
vided for Level II of the ixecutive Schedule (5 U.5.8. 5312).
There shall also bc in the Office a leputy Director, who
shall be appointad by the President and shall be compensated
at tae rate proviied for Level IV of the Ixecutive Schedule
(5 U.S.C. 5315). ‘1he Leputy Lirector shall perform such
functions as tic uirector nay from time to time prescribe
and snall act as wirector during the absence or disability
of tine wirector or in the event of vacancy in the Jffice
of uirector.

Sec. 4. Tunctions of the Lirector. The Zirector
shall be the President’'s chief policy adviser with resnect
to scientific an< technological matters. !'e shall advise
tne President, with resvect to:

(1) 7The scientific and technolosical aspects of major
national policiss, programs and issues,

(2) tae acequacy and effectiveness of Federal scientific
and tecanological policies, programs, and plans for weetiar
sddational goals,

(3) tne utilization of new ideas and discoveries in
science anc tecanology in addressing important ..ational
problems,

(4) tae coordination of scieatific and technical
activities of tae Federal Sovernment, ana

(5) such other matters as thne Presicdent may Zcirect.

Sec. 5. Personnel. 4ae Director is zuthorizec,
witaout regard to th: provisions of title 5 of the
vaited itates Code poverning appointitents in the competitive

service anc chaster 71 and subchapter III of chapter 53
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of said title, to appoint ané fix the couppensation but
not in excess of the rate prescrivea for grade G510 of
the General Clchedule in Section 5332 of said title for
such officers and employzes as hz may deen necessary to
perform the functions now or uereafter vested in hin,
and to prescribe their duties.
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Sec. 6. Consultant anc 2ther Services. The JSirector
-may (a) obtain services as authorized by section 310% of
title 5 of the United States Code, at rates not to exceed
the rate prescribed for grade GS-12 of the Ceneral Schedule
by section 5332 of title 5 of the United States Code, and
(b) enter into contracts and other arrangements for studies,
analyses, and other services with public agencies ani with
private persons, organizations or institutions, and make
sucn payments as he deems necessary to carry out the
provisions of this Act without legal consideration, witii-
out performance bonds, anc without regard to Section 3732
of the Hevised Statutes (41 USC 35).

Sec. 7. vther Federal sAgencies. The virector nay
utilize with their consent tiie services, personnel, equipment,
and facilities of otuaer Federal ageacies with or without
reimbursement, and may transfer funds made available pursuant
to this Act to otlher rfederal agencies as reiinburserent for
the utilization of sucia services, personnel, equipment,
anu facilities,

£y

- Ceec. 4. Authorization of Appropriations. Thers are
authorizaed to be appropriated such amounts as may be
necasgsary to carry out functions under this Act.

Sec. 2. Iepeal. 'Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of
Keorganization PYan wWo. 2 of 1962 (76 Ctat. 1253) and
Section 2 of Reorganization Plam uio. 1 of 1973 (&7 Stat.
1089) are repealed.
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