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Falm Springs to Laa Vegas

The Prasident and Mrs, Ford left the Wilson rasidance via motorcade
10-50 a. m. Motorcade uneveniful; crowds oonexistent sexcept for
& dozen-odd locala here and there.

Approximately 2,000 at airport to grest the Fords. The Presideni
worked the fance for about Bve rmioutes, unevenifuily. Then the President
tock & portakle rike to thank the crowd for coming &nd for Paim Springs’
hospitelity durinz his stay,

"lct ms ray or behilf of Betty and myself, wa havs had 53 most wonderful
tme in the Palim Springs arez," the President said, z263ing that it had
been & "'super opportunity to get a little relaxalion' as he carried on the
repponsibilities of the Presidency (his paraphrased words).

"Speaking for Beity, the sun bas been grect,' he added. Ferdfended
wiik his now-famiiiar theme of unity: with the support of all its people,
America wiil be abla to mlvs its problems.
Directly in front of the President as he spoke was an Oriental woman,
prerumably Vietpamese, holding up a hand-lsttered #ign on a small plece
ol cardboard which said: "Please set vp b fres zone to save refugees.
Time is ronning short in Vietnarm. ' Unkoown if Pregident s2w tha wign.
Y Then Ford worked the fence jor a couple of minutes mora, reaching -

‘ above a2 high barbed-wire fence to shake handa.’

At the ramp, there were hugs and kisses and handshakes ail around.
Among thosa 00 hand to say goodbye were golfing partper Earl {Red)
Blaik and the Leon Parmas. Ford also kissed son Jack's girlfrisnd,
Debbie Curry, 20, then shook hands with a doren police before boarding
27000, Wheels up 11:27 3. m.

Nessen said in wire car, in response to British proposals for summst
conference: :

“these ars among a pumber of dipidmﬁc initiatives lnvolving NATO
wbxc:‘a are under cemxdermon, but no decision has been resched as yeb.

Hes:en added that the Pmudmt has not ;&tﬂui on any European trip
thiz year.
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Shortly before AFl landed, Nessen came back with cumulative Hgures on
operdtion babylift. At the moment, a total of 1, 208 Viestnameze orphans
have been svacuated, broken down thisz way: ;

-- As of 900 a. m., EDT, Monday, two C-14] cargo planes with a total of
136 children had landed at Travis AFB, California. Two more C-l4la -
cxrrying a total of 191 children have landed st Clark AFEB, FPhilippines.

In pddition, one G-14) with 39 children was in Seigon preparing to depart for
Clark. Also, two privately-chartered Pan Am 747 jelas have reachad the
United Sates with & total of 728 children, as well as tha World Airwaya
charter of last week which brooght 54 childrea.

Nessen added that three C-l4is are airlifting sopplies from Clark to Saigon
today, and that {f any children ara available ani prepared to leave, they
will be fipwn to Clark.

Saul Kohler, Neswhouss
Tom DeFrank, Nswsweek
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