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POOL REPORT 3/29/75

The President| came back & about 10:15. He was wearing a
blue Air Force One;jacket with "Jerry Ford" on a Tlabel over
- kikm the left side of his chest, under the Preéidebtial seal,

e was asked abolit his decision 1o sign the tax bill end

| vesponded: "It was a tough call.X...I think it wa% the right
decisinn." Askeh if it was the toughest he bhas eber nzde,
he said: "No it wasu't, but it was as tough as-any. But i%
was a tough call." He was asked about the 51tuatlpn in

South Vietnam and he countered with a smile and SFld’ nlet's
talk about Daster." Asked to assess the situation iv Vietoan, K
| ke veplied: "IV l; talk to you about that on Thursday." (A

. xeference to h1s San Diego im news counference.

| _ Asked about his gchedule in Paln Sprlngs, he said it
was "going to be work 3/4ths of the time." He said "it will
give Betty an opportunity to get some real good sun, which
she needs very badly.” '

Tae Fir§j Lady also stopped in the press section a few
minutes after the President went forward. Helen asked alumuk
whether she had a new Easter outfif. Sbe said she didn't,
"Tt's not important what I wear," adding that the day itself
is what is impoxrtant. She said that son Jack would be visiting.
He is a student at Utah State University. Asked if she had
been to Palm Springs before, she said zhmmkednxihzbhimfmzuxn the
last timec was Easter a year agn, but that they had becen there
mepy times. Asked about her plans in Palm Sprivngs, she said:
"] hope lots of swimmivng." She woted that the TFred VWilsons .
heve grondebildren, so they had three pools:wone for ¥WILFa¥yy kiddies,
" ove for adults and one fox gﬁeauty." Asked about the ERA ameﬁgment;

J 1211 (RI-70)


http:pla.'f.JS
http:fOT\vs.To
http:lecisi.oD

B

7,

P —

i
1

e L ELLIST LY y u ﬂ ﬁ
NO. WDS.—CL. OF SVC. PD OR COl -L. CASH NO CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF THIS MESSAGE WII._L-BE SE‘NT ¥ PRES:: i OVER NiéHTw
3 : - AS A TELEGMM UNLESS IT I8 DPR | NPR TELEGRAM
OTHERWISE INDICATED.
Send the following message, subject to the Tel

POOL" REPORT,| PAGE TWO

she said: "I

agraph Company's conditions, rules and regulations, which are on file with regulatory authorities.

£ we don't meke it this year, we'll make it

next year." Asked if she is feeling well, lirg. Ford
replied, "I really do, I feel fine." She was [wearing

a brown two-piece suede zmkxg suit.

.

bave indicgted they will participate: Australis, g
Ilatiovalist China, FhiXlippives.

!

liessen pppeared early ipn the flight o Jffer sone

: |

additioval cprments on the Pregident's sbatenctt op the
uge of sweripsv ships to vescue Souih Vicinem fse rTefuygees
~t Da Neng. He descrbied the x plev es "part pi en
inlervatioval hunevnitarien effort.

Co-

® He said o%her couvtirien

He said& "Our vessels will not entex the combat cress

! - - o ° - . - (3 2 .
or participate in auvy hostilities.” He said the "requisitic
"members of Congress have been notified.” He sald he 41d not

LS Ast

| know which menbers heve beev covtected, but erpleined thet

R o

| this was Deing bapndled by Jobr Narsh. And Nessevn said & lot
of %the memnbers had been sentlgagies.
Nesseu offered a 1engthV/de;enqe of the ship rescue
-opevation, He cited section three of the Var Powers Act,

saying it "requires that members of Congrass be counsulted
xidkk only when U.S. forxces ave introduced into siivations
involving bhostilities or wheve hostilities axe imminent. And
that is not the case with this evacuetioon., Nevertueless,
theiWhite House is informing menbers nf Congress iv keeping
with the spirit of the war powers acts . Eud Involvenent

iv hostilities will be avoided?

Then he nevtioned a second law which might be applicable:
the August 1973 law prohibiting Ikx U.S. militexy f£orces iv
Ipdochina, "This ectiov dnes not violate that law." Iie gaid
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this ix probhibits U.S. militaxy fovrces from becoming ivvolved
in nostilitigs. "Avd this humanltarlen e;lOTu{lS vot designed
0 become involved in bostilities Word |

He also |said the action does not v1olauewtheﬁ973 Paexis

peace accord% "because these refugees were created by violetinns
by the Toxth Wietnamese and the United States%is not bound
to refraiv fyom humenitarian efforis by the Paris

peace gcceordg,”
Ie cxpleined that tee President's authority had been '
verified by the legal counsel's offices at tue White House

. and the Tevntagon. | ! X

Ilegsen would not say wow the idea of using ship
peen Do oisimiod ipitieted. But szid Ford had talked
ﬁhisfzrideas"‘earlier in the wee¥ i with Kissivger svd
Schlesivger. )
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As if the President still thinks the Tuieu governinent
cen survive, Nesgen tveplied: "As far as I know,”

k| ;)

isked if
the Precsident believes Thieu should remain in oifice,
Nessen seid: "lie's the elected head of the government, Vet

has he to do with the Cowmunist ettecks?" Desgeribing tre

wilitexy situveiion, licssen AT vImic> o-16: "The povernient
ig pulling back o vhat it considers a line it can defend,
Prcsident Thieuv end his gemerals beve to dvaw that live. It's
their wex. They're fighting the wafﬁﬁ‘The White Eouse can't
tell you where that line is."

No briefing Suunday. No word on social events. <il
Among those ov board: Rumsfeld, Harinson snd wife, Grcca

3
an
Nessen and fanily, Lukash, Shella Vieidenfeld,

spa

Giverd, Healy
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