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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MARCH 29. 1975 


Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

A severe emergency ex ists ia the coastal communities of South Vietnam 
which are swollen with helpless civilian refugees who have fled the North Vietnam 
offensive. They are desperately in need of any assistance we and other nations 
can provide. 

To help the refugees reach safe haven further south, I have ordered American 
Naval Transports and contract vessels to assist in the evacuation of refugees 
from the coastal seaports. 

I also call upon all nations and co,-porations that have ships in the vicinity of 
the South Vietnamese coast to help evacuate refugees to safety in the south. 

I have directed that U. S. Government resources be made available to meet 
immediate humanitarian needs and I have appointed Mr. Daniel Parker, 
Administrator of the Agency of International Development, as my Special 
Coordinator for Disaster Relief. 
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