
POOL REPORT ON PRESIDENT.. SATURDAY NIGHT, 2/]/75 

The President and Mrs. Ford arrived at the Sheraton Park shortly 
after ~ 9 p. m. to attend the annual Mardi Gras Ball given by the 
Louisiana State m Society. 

The PI'esident was iii» black cutaway. MI's. FOI'd in a 
pale cOI'al gown. After their introduction to a crowd of at 
least 2,500. the FOI'ds relaxed at a table in front of the 
stage. Susan aI'rived a bit lateI'. TheI'e followed a seI'ies 
of festivities including pI'esentation of queen and princesses 
in the society's annual contest. (Susan was named a princess 
and escoI'ted by Louisiana Sen. Johnston). and then a miniatue 
MaI'di GI'as paI'ade aI'ound the huge ballroom, with costumed 
ohaI'acteI'S thI'owing neoklaces of beads and other souvenirs 
into the cheering crowd. 

About 10:30. dancing began .• during an initial series 1) 

of dances foI' the ball's "crew" Rnd paI'tners. MI's. Foid 

danoed with some of the costumed folk .. and one tUI'ned out 

to be Sen. Long. LateI', the PI'esident and FiI'st Lady 

danced. A bit lateI' yet. the Marine Corps Drum & Bugle 

COI'pS enteI'ed and played some tunes .• and the FOI'ds went 

up on stage to pay their respects to the King and Queen 

of the ball. 


The PI'esident and MI's. FOI'd left the dance at 11:30 and 
I'eturned to the White House. 

--jim upshaw. NBC 
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