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(Vail, Colorado) 
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NOTICE TO 	THE PRESS 

The President has signed S. 3976 which prem.anently prohibits the piracy 
of sound recordings;extends the term of expiring copyrights; and establishes 
a National Commission on New Technological Uses of Copyrighted Works. 

S. 3976 deals with three copyright matters. It: 

permanently prohibits the piracy of sound "recordings and sets 
maximum fine and imprisonment penalties for willfull counterfeiting 
of recordings for prof; t 

extends the term of certain expiring copyrights to December 31, 1976, 
and 

establishes a National Commission on New Technological Uses 
of Copyrighted Works. 

Piracy Provisions 

" In 1972 legislation was passed protecting sound recordings fixed, published 
and copyrighted between February 15, 1972, and January I, 1975. The 
terminal date was established to allow Congress to consider the effects 
of the legis lation. The bill removes. the expiration date [or a limited 
copyri.ght in sound recordings. 

Furthermore, the bill establishes maximum penalties of $25,000 and/or 
im.prisonment of one year for the firs t offense and $50, 000 and/ or 
imprisonment for two years for subsequent offenses .. 

Copyright Extensions 

In view of the pending general revision of copyright laws which would 
give all existing copyrights a total term of 75 years, Congress has 
authorized since 1962, eight other interim extensions of the term of 
expiring copyrights. 

National Commission on Nr"!w Technological Uses ·of Copyrighted Works 

The bill cs tablishes a Comm.ission to study and rna ke recommendations 
respecting im.provem.ent in the law relating to the use of copyrighted 
works in both computer systcms and library photocopying. The new 
Commission is to be created in the Library of C.~>ngress with 13 members 
appointed by the President. Four m.en'.bers will be frorn each of the 
follO'.ving groups: 

1. authors and copyright owners 
2. copyright u~;(~rs 
3. the general. public 

pIns the Li.brarian of Congres;;. ·Within three ycars a final Conlmissi on 
report is to be submitted to the Presicl::r:.L and Congre;;is ,'lith recomnlendations 
for changes in th(~ copy right: leiw. 1\:1. i:1tel";n i rcp<nt \vill be due within 
c)ue '(,/ea.r after tIle first Cornrn.issio~·l J(lc.~ti:1g,. 

'l'llt~ C~o;n~'-~issiJ.,n '//111 be 1·{:~·~1)()ns1.bl\_~ ~.:.) :-::j',!lr:1y- ?r"!d \.o ... ·:.l_pi1(-~ d(;!.~2. un LtlC 

t'.-·.:'"! oj" c(JT)'lri;2;11ced v/u~·l(~j '~in c()njllnc~'i -,,-" ~.T/;_th ~~l1'':Ol!"1~Lti.C sy-~t~~rl(s cap;.lblc 
(~!. =:.;t()rin:-~ l)l'o('.{;~·;~...;j.li.g~ r(.:t~"ic\'·ing, c:.q,~i t·~"ar!~·~fcl·riil .. ; i.ll[()rr:.~\:!.!":i·.)n, 11 :1nd 

;)/' \"~;_l'LI ' .. ~ forr~l.f':; of 111;lCh.i.c'.:.: t'~:pr()dl.~.:-~.l~}:'!., e~';C,.-:Dt f,,); u,~:~~ ~:s tc~·!.chin~· ((.~:! ...;. 
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