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Office of the 	White Hous e Pres s Secretary. 
(Vail, Colorado) 

NOTICE TO THE PR ESS 

The President has signed H. R. 1690l--the Agriculture-Environmental 
and Consnmer Protection Appropriation Act of 1975, which appropriates 
a total of $13, 389, 851, 000 for the activities of the Department of Agricul::Ure 
(except the Forest Service); the Environmental Protection Agency; the Food 
and Drug Administration; the Consumer Product Safety COITlmission; the 
Federal Trade Conunission; several sruall related agencies; and environ­
Tnental, rural development~ and consu.."Uer programs in other departments. 

The fir st ver sion of the bill, H. R. 15472, ",las vetoed on August 8, 1974-­
and later sustained-- because it increased 1975 requests by $150 million in 
budget outIa ys, $400 m.illion in transferred funds, and $139 million in budget 
9-uthority. Each of these total increases has been eliminated from. the 
enrolled version of the bill. Most significantly, the effect of the bill 
on the 1975 outlays has been reduced from. an increase of $150 million in 
the vetoed bill to virtually no increase in the enrolled bill. The $400 million 
transfer of unobligated Housing and .urban Development funds to EPA does 
not appear in the enrolled bill. 

The appropriations in H. R. 16901 are $181,544,000 less than provided in 
H. R. 15472 alfd $58,683,100 less than the budget requests for the bill. The 
major significant decrease in budget authority in the bill--$180m.illion for 
the ComIYlodity Credit Corporation--is a "paper cut" which does not affect 
program levels. 

Increases 

Most budget 	authority increases are for Department of Agriculture programs. 

The budget proposed consolidating several similar rural 
enviro~menta1 programs into one program and shifting several 
annual contract prograrTIs to long-term contract programs. In 
the bill, Congress has addcc1 a net $136.2 million for this group 
of programs by denying the consolidation and the shifts and 
reinstating s-everal discontinued progralus, SOlne of which \,'cre 
terminated as early as 1970. 

j\ net increase of $42. 3 rnilLon fo::: the F2.L"rnerS Il,)nle Adr"~nistratlon 
includes inCreaH(:cl funds 101:: 
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Rural water and waste disposal 
grants +30 

Rural housing and domestic 
farm. labor +5 

Mutual and self-he\lp housing +5 

Rural co.m.munity fire protection 

grants +3 


The bill also increases by more than $270 Inillion the 102.n 
progra.ms of the Department of Agriculture. These increases 
do not add to budget authority, but they do increase both 
outlays and pressure on the credit Inarkets. Of the increase, 
$130 m.illion is for the Rural Housing Insuranc~ Fund and the 
Rural Development Insurance Fund. The re.maining $142 11"1illion 
increase- -for Rural Electrification Administration loans- -is 
off- budget, but adds strain to already-pres sured credit .markets. 

Abatem.ent and control programs of the Enviromnental Protection Agency 
were increas ed by $18. 8 Inillion. . 

Decreases 

The largest decrease in the bill is the "paper cut" of $180 Inillion for 
Agriculture's Commodity Credit Corporation. The cut will have to be 
restored at SOIne later date. The only other Inajor decrease in the bill 
is a reduction of $57 Inillion for the Environmental Protection Agency' s 
energy research and development prograrrl which merely reflects savings 
resulting from the delayed enactment of this bill. 

Other Provisions of the Bill 

Section 510 prohibits the use of funds appl'opriated to the Environ.mental 
Protecti.on Agency in this bill to adlTli!lister any prograln to tax, lilnit~ 

or otherwise regulate parking facilities. Congress took this action in 
response to increasing criticism of EPA I S proposed regulations requiring 
Federal approval of proposals to build I'll.ajor parking facilities. EPA has 
now deL:::.yed irrlplernenting these Fedel'al regulat.ions for six months. 
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