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JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
BETWEEN PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 

AND PRIME MINISTER KAKUEI TANAKA 

I 

President Ford of the United States of America paid an official visit 
to Japan between November 18 and 22 at the invitation of the Goverment 
of Japan. President Ford met Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress 
of Japan at the Imperial Palace on Nov,ember 19. 

u 

In discussions held on November 19 and 20, President Ford and Prime 

Minister Tanaka agreed on the following common purposes underlying 

future relations between the United States and Japan. 


1. The United States and Japan, Pacific nations sharing many political 
and economic interests, have developed a close and mutually beneficial 
relationship based on the principle of equality. Their friendship and 
cooperation are founded upon a common determination to maintain political 
systems respecting individual freedom and fundamental human rights as well 
as market economies which enhance the scope for .creativity and the prospect 
of assuring the well-being of their peoples. 

2. Dedicated to the maintenance of peace and the evolution of a stable 
international order reflecting the high purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations, the United States and Japan will continue 
to encourage the development of conditions in the Asia-Pacific area which 
will facilitate peaceful settlement of outstanding issues by the parties 
most concerned, reduce international tensions, promote the sustained 
and ~rde'rly growth of developing countries, and encourage constructive 
relationships among countries in the area. Each country will contribute to 
this task in the light of its own responsibilities and capabilities. Both 
countries recognize that cooperative relations between the United States 
and Japanurider the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security constitute 
an important and durable element in the evolution of the international 
sit~ationin Asia and will continue to plan an effective and meaningful role in 
promoting peace and stability in that area. 

3. The United States and Japan recognize the need for dedicated efforts 
by all countries to pursue additional arms limitation and arms reduction 
measures, in particular controls over nuclear armaments, and to prevent 
the further spread of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices 
while facilitating the expanded use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. 
Both countries underline the hi,gh responsibility of all nuclear-weapon states 
in such efforts, and note the importance of protecting non-nuclear-weapon 
states against nuclear threats. 

4. The United States and Japan recognize the remarkable range of their 
interdependence and the need for cQordinated responses to new problems 
confronting th~ international commlfnity. They will intensify efforts to 
promote close' cooperation among industrialized democracies while striving 
steadily to encourage a furthe r relaxation of tensions in the world through 
dialogue and exchanges with countries of different social systems. . 
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5. In view of 'the growing intef~nce of all counfrlee and present 
global economic difficu.ltias, it is becoming increasingly important to 
strengthen international eOOftOlnic cooperation. The United States and Japan 
recognize the necessity of the constructive use of their human and material 
resourc'es to bring about solutions to major economic, problems. The 
establishment of an open and harmonious world economic system is indis­
pensable for International peace and prosperity and a primary goal of both 
nations. The United States and Japan will, to this end, continue to promote 
close economic and trade relations between the two countries and participate 
constructively in international efforts to ensure a continuing expansion of 
world trade through negotiations to reduce tariff and other trade distortions 
and to create a stable 'and balanced international monetary order. Both 
countries will remain co~ed to 'their international plecfges to avoid 
actions which adversely affecfthe economies of other nations. 

6. The United States and Japan recognize the need for a more efficient 
and rational utilization and distribution of wa Id resources. Realizing the 
importance of stable supplies of ene~gy at reasonable prices they will seek, 
in a manner suitable to their economies, to expand and diversify energy 
supplies, develop new energy sources, and conserve on the use of scarce 
fuels. They both attach great importance to enhancing cooperation among 
consuming countries and they intend, in concert with other nations, to ' 
pursue harmonious relations with producing nations. Both countr,i~s agree 
that further international cooperative efforts are necessary to forestall 
an eeronomic and financial crisis and to lead to a new era of creativ~ty and 
common progress. Recognizing the urgency of the world food pr~blem and 
the need for an international framework to ensure stable food supplies" ,the 
United States and Japan will participate constructively in multilateral efforts 
to seek ways to strengthen assistance to developing countries in the field of 
agriculture, to improve the supply situation of agricultural products, and to 
assure an adequate level of food 'reserves. They recognize the need for, 
cooperation among food producers and consumers to deal' with shortage 
situations. ' 

7. For the well-being of the peop!es of the world, a steady ~mpravement 
in the technological and economic capabilities of developing countries must 
be a matter of common concern to all nations. In recognition of the 
importance of assisting developing countries, particularly thosewi.thout 
significart natural resources, the United States and Japan wUl, indiyipually 
and with the participation and support of other traditional ai,d-donors EJnd 
those newly able to as sist, maintain and expand programs of cooperation 
th1"~ugh assistance and trade as those nations seek to achieve sound and 
orderly growth. ' 

8. The United States and Japan face many new challenges common to 
mankind as they endeavor to preserve the natural environment and to 
open new areas for exploration such as space and the oceans. In broad 
cooperation with other countries, they will promote research and facilitate 
the ex:hange of information in such fields as science, technology and env~.ron­
mental protection, in an effort to meet the needs of modern society, improve 
the quality of life and attain more balanced economic growth. 

9. The United States and Japan recognize that their durable friendship has 
been based upon the continued development of mlltual understanding and 
enhanced conununication between their peoples, at many levels and in many 
aspects of their lives. They will seek the~'efore to expand further cultural 
and educational inteX'ch~ng-e wllixl-l f ..... g'ters and serves to increase s~ch, " 
understanding. 
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to. In the spirit of friend ship and mutual trust, the United States and 
Japan are determined to keep each other fully informed and to strengthen 
the practice of frank and timely consultations on potential bilateral issues 
and pressing global problems of common concern. 

11. Friendly and cooperative relations between the United States and Japan 
have grown and d'eepe~ed QV>er'.the years in many diverse fields of human 
endeavor. Both countries reaffirm that, in their totality, these varied 
relationships constitute major foundation stones on which the two countries 
base their respective foreign policies and form an indispensable element 
supporting stable international political and economic relations. 

ill 

This first visit to Japan by an incumbent President of the United States of 
America will add a new page to the history of amity between the two 
countries. 
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