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SURVEY OF BO?DEP COOPEP.i'\'l' ION , PROJECT?, P.W) PLP-.NS 

1248 
Along 
miles 

a 1946-mile international boundaty, running 
in the Rio Grande thro~gh fertile valleys, 

and picturesque canyons, and nearly 700 miles over 
deserts and rno~ntni~s, there arc no border fortresses, 
and no sentries, and more ~han 150 ~illion people 
cross fro8 o~e countr~ to the other each vear. The 
Govern::1.cn-t.s of: tho b'''; countries hi'1ve tr.i~d, as good 
nei9hbo:l:s, to Ir~2..kc of tho bounc1G.:r~/ a. cor.ncct:ir..g r.;'<tiier 
than acp~~ating ~ine for the development of econom5.c r 

social: and cultural tics b9~wecn the peoples - a 
pJ..:\ce for cOO~J(;:rative cnde<3.vor or~ i.::hc pa:ct of the 
GoverT';.:'.1c.r;.t.s t.hc.t:\s0:1ves. '}.'he Gov2rr.::lents hc}V8 a ttem?ted 
to c --:corU';\Cd ate: 0:1'':: anot.i12:t"! s int:e:rc sts I a.nd to aclj ust. 
and re:~o J,ve the· cornmon D;:-oblems tha.'t, inev i tablyar i sc 
on a bcun~arv of this e~tent an& naturi. Thev have 
thereby l::'Gen~ able to achieve much for thGix people 

. that Dei t.ber GOv0rnment cculd ho.·,;(~ accompl.ished alone. 

Territorial ...----... - _.......---.----_...... Proble~s 

~8~11a ~~~. ~:YC~ n~o~'en'~ ~o ·confron.i· th.eml' ·.J~S th~1._-.:..).";. ' ... .L~ .J__t.J . ..:J' t"'; .. ~ .1.,.,._ 4 .... · - ~ !o> ____ ... - .. '''' -

mOVGm':::'l~ of t:.:le .l.Il-Le.LHc';,.i0:.... c:..l ;:'':;:;'!'.::.:.:::Z: te.1,',,-,r::.c1 oy t.he 
rneandc~ing, er~2~j,c Rio Grande. It was surmised by 

l 
eil J.'...--.",. _J_ -n' ..... 0"' .... (·vc-~) .... \., ..,~-:." ca yoy' "T 11s (,,';'<'-'.,-'_ ~",,(',_,- o..~ ,.V ;:~ ~U'" ~~._ '-.:1, ~ ·,J._~.: • .l-'l n ~. ,\a ~ ,~~ 

the riv,:;1.· irl U-.t:;! same ].occ..tion ... :h8re it ha::.!. been v~hen 
first 0stablished as the boundn~v in 18~8. In 1869 
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the GQver~ments created the Internatio~21 Bcundary 
co:.....;ni::;s:i.o:1. to s(::~.:::t.le 2111 c1i{fe):0~J.c2S and questions a-· 
bout the lecation of the river boundary, and over the 
years concludc& & number of tre~~ie5 to establish 
sta:1G.nrds ar:.d Drocedurcs f.a:.: the COTI'L.':lission IS guidallce. 
Under these tl.·etlt.ies t,ho Cominiss i,on resolved mor·~· than 
'200 CC\SE!S. Inonlv tviO instances '.-!as th8 Commission 
unable ~o reach ag~ecment. In the case of the Chamizal 
dis?'..:.i.:e, bCgi.JD in 1867 t the Go·...'c~::::-r:::;ents reachecl' an . 
;:,,,,,,-:,,c,,,",,"r:,,",T l.' .... .J...' (',6< <\'h, ;::'Y',,,,'.,,,! t"_hr:> jc ..... _ -7-Pc.· S->at8S -t-ransf'cy-,....""d
""';1- .... '-','.~' ... \. •• .,/..; ,-~.-'-~,'-.;. - •• ~ .., •• -~~ -~- ~.-  -~~. 
to Mexico and ~o the south side o£ the river 437 acres 
fro~. c:o,;,.r;·.tOi-,n, 2::1 Paso. 'l'h·~ Gove~nmen.ts settled tho 
Presidio-Ojinag a dispute, pe~ding since 1907, by agree
ing in 1970 to tr.z.nsfer: to the ;'~2xican side of th0 
river some 1606 acres of valuable agricultural lQnd. 
The latter agreement I one of the most co~prehensive
boundar~ t=eaties eve~ concluded bv the United states, 
also resolved ;;:11 otr..·2!~ nenclin::i :::ounc"rv ur1certai.,.ties, 
ar.d provided 71e',': procc:clures \.;:-.;;~:e.':j'j tf::e~ Co:-~'..wiS5ion is 
ex?cc-:.sd to bG able ::0 avert ::\.;.ture b01.:ncary uncer
tainties anc 0isputes. 
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Flood Control and Conservat.ion of ,'later-
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The frequent Rio Grande floods' caused another 
proble"". Tbey t:.hrcatencc1. lives and uropert.y as irri 
gation projects and urban centers be~an to develop 
on both sides of the boundary. Below El Paso the 
Commissi.on. undcr'.:ook a ~~"3Gtification project in \'lhich 
the river is confined within levees and the river 
bour..o.c:'l:Y shor"\.:cned fro);"! 155 to (; 8 miles, enta.iling D.n 
extr~or~inary exchange of over 5,000 acres between 
the cClun~ries. In tho LO\,,'er Rio GrCl.nc.e Va110y th.;: 
'Co!nr~liljf:)i.()n d,?\/"j_c;ca al1 eJ.c~bor~lt.f2. cCJI(\bir.. ati_()!l of :i.~lt.erior 
floo~ways and levees, which has protectcj one of the 
most productive semi-tropical irrisated areas, as wc~l' 
a c••'tc" C~:"'l''''''C' ~,' t'.-.C\ lh' ~.L·"'a~ c"""'-"C:'c -,..,.,,-1 \"~\''';coo::J .J... ., _....... 0:;;...., t _,1 .1;,;. ..1.'_ ",'_ ..) ".,..- '- -0.> Ul.U. ~l~.""'", • 


As population grew in the ~ordQr area, water ba
CaTIlC H\Ore va 1uc::,J..>lc anc1 ~~1 as sllr'c~(i s"L1.r'JD1·;>- ll~()::e iIn1=)C)2·~·tal1t.·

~ ~ 	 ~.. 

rl'hc Go"\:(:~:r.r"ents cJ.skec1 i:l1C ComrrliDsionto t.urn its' 2)1;. t.cn
. 'ci.on t.o 2m. alJoc::d:.ion of t:11e v,~<.(·~:0~LS of ·t~:e Hio Gr:,;;1ae 
and CO)"OJ:"2.CO ?~i. ·':;-e.r. !:~:./ c~:_11 agrc: C·~l·u::~n.7. of }.:? 0 () tl'iej! j'l<:~d 
al:r.c~i.dy e.stC1bJ.:.::;hoG. the c;i:1tit:.lc.'ncn'\:. of ;,:c'.>;ico to th(~ 
Rio Grande w~ters passing El Paso, below which tho Rio 
G..,........., ..lc"':r. :~)...-.... ,-C.4-.~' ·-·.,. ................ c-l--~ ..-t-(".J"-~l.-Jv c.,c ...~,'f-·:-·00"'" ~).\r(·'.-":, ....... ;.- ~.o;)


_,;.,. C .. ,..;. j~""'" J .. /~:,_ id\''':,d CL..:.li..l ......... u"'" fo.. ,.J \.,..c·~ '-... J.. ":;"'-'- ....:: t..o'L- ~ I '-~~< .. _t;;;!-.:-' '"" ..... ..!. 


fJ.ood. 'i'he Co:;'.:,"\is s ion ii" a lOl;.c and di.f::: icul t . negotiaT 

t~onf ~in~lly 5ucceedGd ~n ~lloG;ting b2twccn tho 

countries the Rio Grande wate~s below t~e El PaSQ

. Ju()rc~:·: \~a.12.r~:/ f O.S \~lcJ.l. L":.~-3 tllC-! \,,"CJ.':C.C!l:S of t.}:G CoJ_o:rA"t~(lo 

'I'hey d::'. I] so i.;} the \'I0.t:o,: rrreaty o{: J.944, by
Ri vC::.~" • 

of 'h.~11ic~}) the CO~-:~:Ctissiorl.· ;.~,c:~cc't.:ne tllC~ Ir~t~r;~.(jt..ionalvi:ct-l1c:: 
Dour.. c;, c~3:\! and ~'Tc~. t2r CO:l\::~i s s iOll f ,1..:::(1 thf.;;:~ (~C)'\"l?~~rll-:-lf~n 1:-:": 

.f _. .." ~. • ... ~ ( '., t ' .r.un0.e:ctOOr;: tf::.rc-cgn. -ene CO::''':Ct~ss)cn 2. pos~ ._~v0 prO~JrE;Jl\ ..:or 
th(;:: control aI"".c1. conscJ:vo.tion of :::<.io GrL',!:;:,::" \·:<'ite.:t:""3. 
Und8~ tha~ treaty they hRve constructed ond 40iutly . 

......... p,'",~ r'") !7''' • ",'1"'- d -, r ". c-: J_ ..... -~ D' -. - ... C' J ...... , ~.- l.~ I'" t ~ ... ~. -, .. ~'- : .,.. 1
0p0J.,;;\...",.... a ... CO,1 ~.,I i ..... ;U_,_,,,.(;lCl. c;.;., •._" \...,.,0 gr...."" •.. 1.n € •. l.u.<..-.LO.la 

structures partly in each country, and regulate most of 
t.he f10:":5 in the lOKE:l:' reaches o£ the ri·\;e.~ ~ 

E~[lni ta ti071 

Also with the increase in population appeared 
Bani t.2,t.ion prc)bJ.ems. '1'118' 19f:4 Vlater· T:::''£:2.t.:f provided 
fo ..... n'·e4~:-; .... -..... J...i -.,1 -"'··"'n'·'; on to 5",-11 t)~oh"r"'"'S . a'1d '-he.!.. ;:""- J-.e ...... t;.;. ... ~ ........ u_., Ct'-\...c .L-..... ...t.,..._ • .,. ....... .t..J-'-~_ll\~.' "', \,..0 


C01,l;Tii~;sion cho::,e the prc'tccical al~:0r:1a.ti..\'-c of claopting 
joint solutions only where unilateral solutions proved 

•. 	 infoa~.,;ibl~. :-'iost of the comr~uni t.ies ha:;;-..dlcd the di8
posit£on of their own wastes. On the land boundary 
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the Comr:d.ssion constructed joint p:::.-ojects for the 
(;.o.join:'..ng eom:-;'1',ltii ti.cs of 1~002,les ( :'.-::-izol1a f <:tr'.c. Nog2.1(';s, 
Sorlora r llr1cl of DO~1g I as, 1\.:c ~L::-~ona, 0.11(1 l~gua }?l~ i.eta r 
Sonora. Tijuana, Baja California, ~requcntly util~~es 
an ernergGDcy connection ~iith the G~n Diego disposal 
system ,:1;12n its cJ.orc\r~stic ~~:!s~em i.E;' OVerl02).dcd. 

Tv:o E.:-~linity })rob12:ns i.ntroduced. anot.h~,~i: problc~T,1 
of 'h'Ed.:C2:: (i.'Lality i:ito the: ;'::o::-\.rn:i.:::;~;i':\n t s Pl.H:v:i.c~:.y. In 
t}, 0. 1950;:; :i): :ci.'::T <.,j'.~. c ~1 0.::- 2:: .-i. n ~l \r c f r 0:·( c., j,:e;-:i C>'C' n pro j cc l: 
occ<.,;,,,io::",J.ly cc:,c.~·oc·'~I scr).C)\".;:; inC)~c.~ib!~~~ in thl") salin:j.t.~i 
oi: tho ~·iv(~.:. \.:(\t.~;}::- l,Gc!d j:'o~: :i.l:rj ,;;,:,t:ion in belch COU;YC;~i.(~5, 
j~r.: 19G1 j.:;~ci,g,;"t:i<:::·: 6:::ain e ':::::::o,~\ i,:n ;:l.~.:l.Z(;:;(1 r)l~ojcct f 

<l.ot so s,:::,J.i:10 i,'.\:::: t)·~,;\~:: ::~:'C':;'i ".::1:0. r<.<::~:~:; GC',;-: I)::oj (:t';-;;:. but (~:r:).. c:c~ 
i,Lg t'['iC c«,-ori:~c::,:,) :,dYc!~~ J.l: ;~"J).ch S~J~CJ;,)<:;::!r ·C;:\l.:;,~!.t:L):;.y ( c:::tu'c;d 
n~a:C};:8(\ 1 n;:~::-(; i:~,~:; C''::': :~n the ;;iV cc<3,se 0:. ;,::; .-:.1': i. '\.~.y 0:': CC lor (.J c 

. n,;V0:l' ·\;'t ;',~::" ~'('C' . j~.;(:: L·:C~>~jco. j;30t.:.1l Govo:::n:C'i(,;'j'u:; :c::~(;(:;'~"" 
IJ ~~.. /:. E:~6. i. \ l~: C~;) PC)}'J, ~.-: i}~· ~_, 1 ::_ t ~'" "L:.C) t. C1.!< (:! C~() ~,' :c (:c; t. i'Lj C ·I:::.~: ,:~ S ll:C c: L~ 1:. 

~r~)(':y r)",\'c :',l'i:'\T."'c:d ~:,Cll.:2,.ll:~r t.l:c' co:;t,. (l~: l;e,;;p:),:'i~f t:hc' 
0:) :.\ c,ci::: ".::, D::;]. (; ~< ,:>~:L C:'3,n d::- c,::l r~2, (~; 8 0 'J. t (J f t.Lc~, :r~.;, 0 Gr clj] ::: (, f 

a~'~d i..:h::: ;;,:~:i. ;::.r.:.::d ~:~ ',:.::? t, S- :::; h,::,.;:; c.' U;;::. 2i n;: ,; c3 f 0;: 1; f;';:: 1. co ~.~ 
s ~: i:.:'i.i.U ;::.l:,~:. (~f: Cj 'E:.~. i. t.:/ :: o;~ i .~::~ Co1():. (.i.~ 0 1;;.:\.\: ". ~~ \,: ,c'. t.er ;':', 15.;"}~.JJ5. 
.~: <) tl1~~! CJ l:'..:.~.l .5_ t::i' c= ~ t"_l"1 Ci. -t:. \.: :~ ,~~,-:l 1i. G~ (:\~_. L::.{ ·t. T) til c~ ll?" -4 ::~ '\::r:3()~ ;:;:- ;.:~- ;..... t-.::~ S 4

. Ev,.:~n as popuJ.G':::,:Lon b:~-:()-:"i.<:;~i..: t);:'();:;jeTI'~' t:o t,he };.o,:(le::c f 

c:: 0 rJ C !:~ n. :~~ }~ ~:~ J.. : i. c> ;-1 0 :: F) () !? \,11 c: -t.." : .. (j ::1. h a;:) c; ~~ ::'~I. ~-\ ·c f::, (1 s t: ~~.. J ~L 0 t~ l'"l':~' 4: .::': • 

]\.i~ r)o:-~ l1J.1.:ion -:~.!:.; 
ta~ti~c)r! ~:. t- c-;':--JQ (1r(} ~,:: H'i2:.y D2.\'(!. -(:0 DC :: (' oV:'.~,c;d ():c·~ );: he i. net. c::c'· 

?,:e:<ic~) I ,':ith t.hs concu:C:'::(;;':CG 0:: U')C' 

united States bas channelized th2 Tijuana River i~ 
}?,0.:ja Ci::,.li?ornLl, so thut the Un~~iecd stat.;::~, l(lU"-~t co:).'
td..ruct. ',,10r1<.8 tc> prot.ect 1.1,1:0;;.1\ a~'c(;.;;' near ~~(-"'~1 Dieqo
.">",_,.,.,., <.. ';,.,~, 'n'; ,.,. .... ,-:-,~ \,.,,,,1 OC~ -l-". C ,7 1.' t-C' ,., .. ".",.,..'" r.,;',·i~('. G-,Q\'('.'·'.-'r'•. 
J,...,4.. ....... H '- ..... ~_, ",'_';! ",1. __ '_"_ '-.,..;... .1.. L.~ )...... -,,,.:..)~ .... ~ ...... v ........;r Ii " .. -.. ~. ... -_. 

tLlentf:: <:-2.]:8 co::,,:-:,.it.-:'cd in t.i.ie Colo:~i".c~o Rive;: s,:::..linii.::/ 
~i.CJre0m(")'.t:. to 2. t:t:.E~rr:;?t t.O cene h.:c~ c: c.:. co:n?~' ,,:he::ls i VC-' a(~:,"ec~ 
r:tent on +':.:'8 utiJ.::.za..ti00. of grollncJ:,,:2.ters in i.-:he boX'd,)): 
D~l~ea~ rrJ.-}.8 cor~:.~"iissic):l c(.)r:.":ce::y!?1c:.t':~:':3 arl ag::\.:"c:-:icnt ()!1 a 
c1ivis:,on of the 1,-;aters 0:: thG ot-he::: inte:.:r:c;t.ion2i.l 
!:',:Lvers I the. Ti ju;:na, S::\:i.t.':l C::::-t:z, and the Fan pc~dr.-o f 

all of: ,..:hieh c~oss frO;·.1 :<e;·:i'co i:1to the U:r:.:' t,ea. Stat.8S. 

Tn
'e, Go·'ev"""""",,,,,.f . .,,. }~~'r"" """.,:>.,,:1\' ~,~~.!...i:lt.C"a~ L-t·,,~~r·s· "'o/j·",

. \r .L • .L.~~~#''' \, ...' ... .,.Cr..\ t.::: L.-......... -.I...:...Ci. ... f#. ,J...4.J,...!.\........ ~ ~ ,,., .l.,.... '\.Ao..J.-"l;J \,..... ......... '-. 

tor~~ne, as one possible alternative ~eans of meeting 
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I 

._--:.. ...1'__• ____.______ 



the pro5pettive water deficiency in the western ·border 
region, the feasibility of utilizing nuclear power to 
dc;-:;alt :::,e;~"';'.:'lt8r in 1a:.:'ge q'Jc..l'.-d.t.'i.c.s froil1 thE.~ Gulf of 
C&lifol:n:La. ri'hey ~>hould continue those stu6.i.cs in' 
o:cder to develop t.h2 in::o~:~n;:iJc.ion they \\'i11 ne(;d vlh0n 
they ha\.rc; t.O a cc,i.c-:'c; arnoi'.q tJ:c: (,11tern;,;..t.:Lve 11"\.C2U1.S of 
meeting tho n8ed for ~dditional watcr . 

e~vc~'~:Y\'lhc;:~' c. vis:i;.) 1 C ;;'. ::; 
-r-' 1 ~ E": ....... c~~ f" Y.· .....," , ............ ~. \ .... r"""',~'" ,"": /-. '\-~

•,ll : ..... ,.". , .. ','''I.... ~I ."' ..... _.'-c·.·;c .. r 

S C)ITtC t.'\~'" 9" C::.'"l "C '18 t~C~ :f C.~J: 

~. 

'. 

the ;':.\':0 
.. ·11 ,- .. I -,." -f
\...-L ":"1 (,<.\., 

f \J.l~ tlic=.:c 

.i n'l:C'1:'nat:ional cooper <:~tion . 
GoV(:,:!:;:,i,,(~n t.s lOD}::. upc l! 
<:~ r.;-. ,;:-,. ~ 1' .... .,~ 'I eo'" ., .... ~~, ] ... 04-- , 1 -r,,; L '\ 1 ano. 
..;.t;<::. c ..•. ,,:),'-·, dl:'U - \.. l," <_"l:._! 
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