POCL. REFORT -- ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE, Louisville-D.C., Oct. 19, 1974
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At about 11 p.m. EDT the Pr951dent came back to the press A

i

' compartment, and stood at the center teble, wlth Ron Nessen.

-

Nessen said all ¥mk said would be embargoed‘for 6:30 p.m. Sunday.
The President was in shirtsleeves, holding a drink. ,He shook .

. hands with the newsmen present and at the suggestion ‘of one of )
the photogrpahers placed the drink down on the table whlle he RS
talked and was photographed.;;); : : v e
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He Sald he mluht sleep in’ 1n the mornlhg and sklp church, “that . «f'{
he still has a little cold and would probably play golf in the ' .
afternoon with Lee Elder, Les Arends and _someone else. IThls_._gsf
graph not embargoeé).-'~ AN ‘ :m‘gj:fp;;(

: ;'He said he engoyed thlS klnd og day but wouldn't want to do 1t W“:fu
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On Hexican trip, sald they would dlscuss drugs, 1mm1grat1 n, 011
seven oxr. elght other matters.““,n R, e _ueﬂ;_‘I

= L o i - =

Asked about polltlcal prospects at places v151ted today. Sald id
S.C. zhxxzxsxvﬁvxznnxngvkhEvngxrnxxxkix "we have a chance of -
winning the governorship,” and he cited the troubles between -,1; '
Ravenel and Dorn on theDemocatic side as a factor favoring the
Repbulican's chances.. He called larshall Parker a favorite . . .
and said Len Phillips had a 50-50 chance. Said Ritchie in - |
Greensboro probsbly behind. Said hoped could pick up Yone,  -..
maybe two® in S.C., one in N.C.,” would help offset "other place s
* whe.e we night not do as well.*® Said he thought Snyder and - .
* Carter would win in Ky. Cook has been behind and Cookx told :
him he thlnxs he's galnlng but admlttedly w1ll be a tough
contest.

L

Asked about rlsklng hlS pre31dentlal prestlge on such trlps, he
said "if I docodomomyshingxant don't do anythlng and we lose,
Republicans in the House would say, he didn't even try.! N P
"At least I tried, and if the results are better than the polle-«_;,j
IHAXRAEY BaYes.o" "I think I spend enough time in the Oval " .- i _:
office to-get.the work done.® "I have enough tlme to dec1de i
what's right and what&'s wrong.---< A;‘_.,nh S '>~Mﬂ

o R
On net gains and 1osses this fall: ”I'll +tell you better in a T
week." Said got feel from trip to Mid.est Xthings are"not as -
pessimistic as some of the polls-would lead. you to belleve. o
People he talked to were xzz pretty reallstlco~';k}a¢£

On Boston desegregetlon- "Wrat khx wae done by the Governor app-
arently eased the situation.. I don't think us sending in ths ..
82nd Airborne Division would have done any good."  "We followzed -
the right decision. It seemed to work.” Said some thought -
federal intervention was needed.. National Guard did a good job,, e
despite some criticism , Guard = seemed to have a"high degree .
of capability. "It was well truined and well equipped to meebt. -
any emergéncy, which made it easier for me.” Asked about the”

long—range solutlon on a 51tuat10n llke Boston, he ‘said "That's~

o e tha dndza. to dec1de. Hels made the order. He has to ‘do - =
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'Pédi Report —

vhat he thinks is right under the decisions of thePupreie Court.®

Asked if any conservative Republicans had asked him to withdraw
the Rockefeller nominaticn,” ®I wouldn't say anybody scriously.®
"I'm still convinced he would lxxxt make a good Vice President.®’
Asked whether Rockefeiler's difficulties stemmed from the post- -
Watergate morality, he said hg saw no connection. "Watergate:@
was a coverup. Everything that's come out about Kelson Rock- -~
efeller has been X open.? %It's a pretty stringent standard. -
I ought to Xnow.... One can t hekp but wonder how many peoples .
on either side of he aisle can undergo this kird of scrutiny., -
It*s pretsy rugged.® "I know how he feels. I had the same - -
delay. . o= ) . :

o« = -

Asked about whether any special briefings for the Speakex», ~~ .
said hasn't talked to Speaker, special briefings available :
though. Air Force Two has been made available to him and._
Pres. said he understunds he's going to use it in the campaign,.
and Democrats would pay for campaign use. -

Asked if lack of VP would affect trip to Japan, "I wouldn't
think so." Said he expected Rockefeller would be confirned

by then.

Asked if.disappointed by reaction of crowds to his economic
pitch, said " 4 "I've really bevn encouraged. Reaction
has been good. "Certainly the attendance... Ihzx when you
look at the numbers they weren't stayirg away. I was encouraged.
I loved those crowds." - : : :

On his testimony on the pardon, would Congress be satisfied?
"I don't know, but CongPess had its opportunity and I really
believe I answered any questions...X certainly answered any-
thing they asked.” would it satisfy them? "I would hope it
has. I don®t know whut more they would want to know."
asked asbout Rep. Holtzman's aggressive gquestioning. 8aid he
wished would have had an opportunity x=x to answer moresiiar
"She didn't. askxt them, Just recited the. I would have been
delighted to angwer any of the others if I had timse." He said -
he huad to answer ones question X even if he _had to interrupt
her (presumably on no deal) but didn't want to bs rude and
interiupt her on the others. Asked.one of Hltzman's questions,
whether he would bs willing to make available to public the -
tapes of conversdtions between Nixon and himself, X
assuming only there would b® no prodblem with the special
prosecutor, he said "I would be delighted to.®” Asked about
Jaworski successor, sald it was primary responsiblity of AG, .
¥I've re.sived no recommendation or name."”
Asked about cabinet ckanges: "I haven't told anybody on my staff
about cabinet changes.™ Said doesn't know who is spreading
reportmxs, but®either somebody outside who alleges they're
influential” or lower echelon staffer.®” Of some of the reports:
4hey're so way out they don ¥ make any sense. With all respsst -
€0 the s.urce on some of thess stories, they must be way down i
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Pool report — 3

Asked about Eumsfeld in crbinet, ssid Rumsﬁﬂld do-ng an
exdellent Jjob where he is. ‘Said he hasan't told any of . .
his senior staff ¥ on cabinet changes. He kept saying :;__
that he hadn't told them, leaving the impression with - " - ..~ =~
us that he was consddering changes. We asked whether e,
he would bypass tha senlro ‘staff and tell us, andha E;;v;:;f_.
laughed. S T ;deliliV‘ fe e . o *af-ﬁ”-“

-~ £ (¥ - -

Then a small white prlncess phone with a red 113ht at Ty W
the window xx side of the table rang, 'and the red light— &- " i l'i:
went on. A reporter picked it up and handed it across . |- 7
to the President. He said, -’Hello? Mr. Nessen.® And 5.5 -0 .
‘handed ‘the phone to the purpfe-shlrted press secy; And“l*‘“#aﬁffi
walked back front to hls compartment. - , Tl T
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