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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 17, 1974

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

I greatly regret that for the second time I must
return without my approval the Continuing Resolution
grantlng funds for the operation of several departments
and agencles and for the temporary continuation of our
foreign ald programs, H.J. Res. 1163.

My previous veto message and my public statements

on thls matter have clearly expressed our objectives with
respect to the resolution of the Cyprus dispute as well as
the dangers posed by legislative restrictions destroying
our abllity to assist the parties involved. The Congress,
despite the best efforts of the blpartisan leaders of both
Houses, has for the second time refused to recognlize the
realitles of the situation.

While the language of thils new bill 1is different, 1its
effect 1s simllar to the earlier Continulng Resolution
which required my veto on October 14. I need not relterate
the extensive comments which I made at that time and which
again compel a veto. The provisions of this bill as they
would apply to Turkey would do nothing to bring an end to
the suffering of the Cypriot people, would do nothing to
eéncourage the two sides to resolve the dispute peacefully,
and would bring a further deterioration of the posture of
the NATO alliance in the crucial Eastern Mediterranean. It
1s for these reasons and those previously stated that I
must reluctantly veto the billl before me.

_ In addition, I am compelled to poilnt out again that
should this measure become law, the United States would

have lost the abllity to play a useful role in this dispute

and would in effect have to withdraw from the negotiations.

Should the Tongress force such an actlon, it must do so 1n

the clear knowledge that 1t assumes full responsibllity

for the sltuation which would then prevail.

I ask that the Congress not choose that path but that
1t reconsider its actlon and provide a bill which will

permlt the contlnued execution of United States foreign
policy 1n a constructive and responsible manner.
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GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,

October 17, 1974,
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