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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 


Last night the Eagleton Amendment to the continuing resolution authority 
was passed by the Senate. Today the continuing resolution itself will be 
brought to a Senate vote. 

It is my conviction that approval of the continuing resolution, containing 
the Eagleton Amendment or similar language, would destroy any hope for 
the success of the initiatives the United States has already taken or may 
take in the future to contribute to a just settlement of the Cyprus dispute. 
This view is shared by Secretary of State Kissinger, who is now in New 
York where he is making a major effort in his talks with Greek and Turkish 
representatives to bring about progress. 

If the Eagleton Amendment or similar language is adopted by the Congress, 
the United States will have lost its negotiating flexibility and influence. It 
thus hurts the very countries and obj ectives it purports to help. 

It is my intention, therefore, to withhold my consent to any continuing 
resolution which reaches my desk containing language such as that found 
in the Eagleton Amendment. 1 can, however, accept, and indeed endorse, 
the language relating to military assistance to Turkey contained in the 
continuing resolution as reported to the full Senate by the Senate Appro
pr iations Committee. 

I deeply appreciate the constructive efforts of the Democratic and Republican 
leadership in both the Senate and House of Representatives in their support 
for an amendment which would assist the diplomatic efforts of Secretary 
Kissinger in seeking an equitable solution to the Cyprus question. I hope 
a majority of the Senate will respond to this bipartisan leadership effort. 
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