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THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES: 

I transmit herewith the Protocol to the Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limitation 
of Anti-Balistic Missile Systems. This Protocol was signed in Moscow 
on July 3, 1974. I ask the Senate's advice and COBsent to its ratification. 

The provisions of the Protocol are explained in detail in the report of the 
Department of State which I enclose. The main effect of the Protocol is 
to limit further the level and potential extent of ABM deployment 
permitted by the 1972 ABM Treaty. The Protocol furthers fundamental 
United States objectives set forth in President Nixon's message to the 
Senate of June 13, 1972 transmitting the Agreements reached at SALT ONE. 

The ABM Treaty prohibits the deployment of operational ABM systems 
or their components except at two deployment areas, one centered on a 
Party's national capital area and the other in a separate area containing 
ICBM silo launchers. The Protocol would amend the Treaty to limit 
each Party to a single ABM deployment area at anyone time, which 
level is consistent with the current level of deployment. However, each 
side would retain the right to remove its ABM system and the components 
thereof from their present deployment area and to deploy an ABM system 
or its componentz in the alternative deployment area permitted by the 
ABM Treaty. This right may be exercised only once. 

This Protocol represents a further advance in the stabilization of the 
strategic relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
It reinforces the ABM Treaty provision that aeither Party will establish 
a nationwide ABM defense or a base for such a defense. 

I believe that this Protocol strengthens the ABM Treaty and will, as an 
integral part of the Treaty, contribute to the reduction of international 
tension and a more secure and peaceful world in which the security of 
the United States is fully protected. I strongly reco:nunend *hat the Senate 
give it 'prompt and favorable a~ention. 

GERALD R. FORD 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

September 19, 1974 
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