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' Air orce Ome took off fruv.. O'Hare airport at 1:55 pem. (207

Shortly after takeofT, fi ‘resident, coatless and with his

walked back to the press compariment with Jerry terlorst and Bob Harims
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They were very respeciful., I was a liitle apprehensive that the wors:t would
happen, but they'ﬁere very nice,"

CBS newsman Bob Pierpoint asked_whether'the presideht sed any sigi that
fhe audience pbjected to his gtatement. Pierpoint noted‘that there were s
long silences. Said Pord: "I expecied that." As Ked if nis children helped
shape nis attitude on amnesty, the president said: "I.told three of ;nw our

children las¥ night that RS was thinking of it, and their reaction was ;dVOT Lle,

I didn't tell them I was going to do it."

Asked how long he hzd Dbeen thinking of {his approach, Ford said: " ell,
five or six people in the cabinet, in ny staff, zakdstmsmexizotonrmic and obhers

said to me last week at some point we have to Go something about this. The more
I thought of it, the more I thought that ihe right audience would be an audience
that might be difficult rather tnan S0Lie InraExeyrxz handpicked audience. It's
peonle (‘dvllt le/

‘betier fo talk to Tk’ who have some uraers*andlwg. It would have been {EGiardice,
I think, if ¥ I'd picked an audience that was ecstatic."

- Had he been thinking about thic before he became Tz president?
"Iou can't talk avout healing unless you're going to use it in the booadest

context," said the president. Was he planning to propose some form of aliernative
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ord: "I'm rnot going beyond ithe lunguage that I
: have to
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used~-vwork their way back--ecarned return. The details of that willi ce reflected in

Tvice or military service? Said
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what Bill Saxbe and Jim Schlesinger work out.
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He vwes asked how he was coming on choosing a vice president. "IYve baoen

IS

thinking about that," said Pord, laughing peartily. "I haveh't told anywoay.

% = sphinx." Asked if the news reportis of George Bush's Tinances had nad aay
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wrd replied: '"No more effect than the stories aisuv

N

is choosing & vice presidentd,

y

hLsked to outline the standards by waich he
the president saids "Naturally, I think you have to take into consideration

who would be a good president. And there's a brozder parsmele

v

after that.

o]

I:don't want to go beyond that."

ord asked the pool how they liked their quarter

w
o
=
~
r
}..l
H
'3.}
o
r
0
o
O
5
@
]
[
-
o

pool responded by asking the presildent how be liked his gquariers. 5
w4 little mimxe better than that 131." % séced Hartmann: "We have to 8%

1o these windowse" -7 )
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( terHorst provided some statistics on draft dodgers and desersers that the
president is concerned about. As of danuary i, 1

Department of Defense figures, there were:

<\_::;ﬂ9,500 draft evaders and deserters

k -— Of that total, 7,900 are convicted as seleciive service violaiors;
e - 3 .

8,200 are in process, either under prosecution or investigation; 4,400 ure

fugitives (of these, 3,000lare believed to be in Canadaj; 500 zre elsewhere

~.Grafi epaders >
otal in the Zxmzz=zux Category
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overseas; and 900, whereabouis unknown). The t

is 20,500. 1In addition, there are 29,000 milit

ary deserters a3 large.
! +terHorst said the following message was sernt by ithe President earoute to
! - . —
Chicagd to #dny Ann Davies, 20, and son John, 16, children of the sl=zin T, §.
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Anbassador to Cyprus, Roger Davies:
P owidrs. Pord and all our family Join with me in sending you both our deepest
T .

sympathy on this tragic day. Ve realize the depth of your loss and grief. ~riease .
know that you are in our thoughis and prayers. Your father was a {ine officer

whose performance was zé>a great c¢redit to you and to his couatry."

(\—?he President also =ent a telegram to the ambassador's mother, ami. irs.
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John L. Davies, 1059 Skyline drive, Rlacerville, Cal. The mress
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Foré joins with me in sending you our deeves® sympathy on inis sad and irizic

~day. Your son was a great credit to you, to his family and %o his country.
We Wwill gzreatly wmiss him."
. :”"_“MV_“‘A'\
Taiimanro il
. Helen hemas,
Fran 1&win, .
Bob Pierpoint, €3S
) lorton Yondracke,
Dean ischer, Time
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