
The original documents are located in Box 31, folder “Presidential Statement on Debates” 
of the Michael Raoul-Duval Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Michael Raoul-Duval donated to the 
United States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives 
collections.  Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in 
the public domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are 
presumed to remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject 
to a valid copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



FOR IM11EDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 24, 1976 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 
(Vail, Colorado) 

10:15 A.H. MDT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDEHT 
AND 

QUESTION AND ANSHER SESSION 

TPE BASS ~ESIDENCE 

THF: PRESIDENT: Good morning. 

It is my very stronp.; conviction that the American 
Deonle have a ri~ht to know where I stand on the issues and 
where my opponent stands on the issues. I challenv.ed my 
opponent to a series of debates. I feel very strongly that 
the first debate should a day or two after Labor Day, 
and I suggest perhaps September 8, September 9 and 
September 10. 

I think there should be four debates and each 
debate should involve no less than 90 minutes on each 
occasion. The subject matters, of course, are those issues 
that the American people will want to know where my 
opponent stands and where I stand. They have a right to 
know. 

I feel, for example, the first debate ought to 
involve national defense. The other three issues would 
he domestic nolicy, foreign nolicv, economic nolicy. 

T1ith that overall format and with the debates 
startinp as quickly as possible,. I think we will get this 
campai~n off on the right track. 

I look forward to the first one and each of the 
next three, and the sooner we r;et started, the better. 

Thank you very much. 

I issued a very special invitation last night to 
have all of you join me this afternoon, and I hope that 
you will walk or rid~and .no interviews on the 19th hole, 
Helen. 

µe \rill see you this afternoon and look forward 
to the chance to see you from time to tine here. 

Yes? 

HORE 



()UESTI0N: 
on the debates? 

,,1. 
Have you passed this word to Carter yet 

-' • •• ~- _., •••----• .~• '-•-· • • I » 

TPE PRESIDEtJT: I am riependinp; on all of you to 
transmit this infor:r11ation. 

0TTf.STI0N: 1.,,.r. President, before we p:et to the 19th 
\" ,,,., 

hole, there has bee•n · a· r~'Pbrt this :r11orning criticizing the 
Administration's leadership on desegre~ation and blaming it 
for efforts to limit the <sc~pe of · this iegislation. Can you 
tell us about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the Department of 
Justice and the Department of HEH have followed the law, 
and I have faith in the Attorney General and the Secretary 
of EEW. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, are these debates 
desio;ned to help vou pull up ·· in the polls?, 

· THE PRESIDENT: No, the debates are designed 
specifica·lly to give the! American people the right to know 
that I stand here on · a· Particular is·sue : and Mr. Carter 
stands differentlv. The American people, :- I think, will 
henefit from an in-dePth discussio~ of the four issues 
defense, econo:r11ic policv, do:r11estic policy and national 
defense. 

QUESTION .: Will this be one-on-one, or 

THE PRESIDENT: Those details are going- to be 
worked out by one or more people representing me and whoever 
11r. Carter decides on his beha1.f. 

QUESTION: Can you tell us who those p·eople will 
be? 

THE PRESIDENT: We will make an ·announcement on 
that in the next day or so •. 

QUESTION: Have the Carter people agreed to these 
plans? 

THE PRESIDENT: Those are ne~otiations that I think 
will have to be worked out by ~hose representing me and those 
representinp; Mr. Carter. 

0UESTI0N: · Mr. President, can you tell us if you 
have decidect vet whether you will be .spendin~ a lot ·of time 
out on the stump or whether you will be spending a lot of 
time in Washin~ton? 

T~E PRESIDENT: Those decisions will he made before 
I leave Vail, and that will be in a day or two. 

Thank you all very, very much. 

END (AT 10:20 A. M. MDT) 



DEBATES 

THE PEOPLE HA VE A RIGHT TO KNOW WHERE I 

STAND ON THE ISSUES AND WHERE MY OPPONENT STANDS. 

WE BOTH HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO CLEARLY STATE 

OUR POSITIONS ON THE ISSUES IN DETAIL. 

IN MY ACCEPTANCE SPEECH I CHALLENGED MR . 

CARTER TO A SERIES OF DEBATES . 

I AM ANXIOUS TO BEGIN. I BELIEVE THE FIRST 

DEBATE SHOULD BE A DAY OR TWO AFTER LABOR DAY . 

THERE SHOULD BE FOUR DEBATES ALTOGETHER . 

I BELIEVE EACH DEBATE SHOULD LAST A MINIMUM 

OF 90 MINUTES . APPROPRIATE SUBJECTS ARE: 

NATIONAL DEFENSE, FOR THE 
FIRST ONE, THEN 

DOMESTIC POLICY 

FOREIGN POLICY , AND 

ECONOMIC POLICY 




