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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

10/14/76

TO: MIKE DUVAL

An info copy has been

sent to Brent Scowcroft.

Robert D, Linder
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HONORARY CONSULATE OF LEBANON
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

US.A.
CABLE ADDRESS: 236 FULLER TERRACE
“SULIBAN" ORANGE, NEW JERSEY
: 07050
TELEPHONE: OR-5-0123 ZIP CODE: 070

October 9, 1976

President Gerald R. Ford : i fee
The White House s >
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D,C, 20510

Dear Mr, President:

Pursuant to the debate between yourself and Mr,., Carter, the Consul
of Lebanon in New Jersey and the American Lebanese community were somewhat
startled and perplexed by the complete omission from the discussion of
any reference to Lebanon and the tragic events of the past one~and-one-
half years, i

While we Americans of Lebanese descent appreciate the rightful con-
cern of our leaders with world affairs such as in Chile, Italy, or Rhodesia,
to name a few countries, we feel the crisis in Lebanon, because of its nature
and its potential tragic repercussions in the Middle-East deserves to be
discussed in the debate.

We feel, furthermore, that Lebanon's crisis is important to be discussed
because Lebanon is as much the crossroad of the Middle-East as the "Middle
BEast is the crossroad of the world,” as you mentioned., The magnitude of the
crisis in Lebanon surpasses all international crises combined in the last
two years. Besides, the United States is fully committed to the integrity of
Lebanon, culturally and geographically.

Therefore, we strongly believe that we have the right to know your
attitude regarding the Lebanese crisis., Please be advised that not only one:

.million Lebanese but also all Americans on the whole and people of the inter-

national community want to know the position taken by the next president of
the United States on the Lebanese question.




October 9, 1976

.HONORARY CONSULATE OF LEBANON

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
U.S.A.

CABLE ADDRESS: 236 FULLER TERRACE
“SULIBAN" ORANGE, NEW JERSEY

TELEPHONE: OR-5-0123 ZIP CODE: 07050

In this respect, we request that in the next debate your stand
regarding the tragedy of Lebanon be discussed or introduced by your good
self into the debate., We believe your manifestation of concern and follow-
up regarding this vital question is information essential to all Americans
prior to election day.

Sinc?rely,

( :4ii2£;£917f7f—(i;;azzaiﬂ, , M D,

Antoine T, At3alls, M.,D., F.A.P.H.A,
Honorary Consul, State of New Jersey
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