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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 18, 1976

MEMO FOR: MIKE DUVAL
FROM: KEN LAZARUSV
SUBJECT: Last Debate

Attached for your consideration is a draft
closing statement for possible use by

the President in Friday's debate. Although
I have no credentials as an "image-maker",
my hope is that the draft would (1) grab
the viewer's attention; (2) play to the
President's strengths and Carter's weak-
nesses; and (3) close with the President

in a position of command.
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It might be said that I simply do not want badly
enough to be elected President of the United States.

I don't want it badly enough to politicize the steady
economic development of this country or to weaken our
posture within the international community. I

certainly don't want it badly enough to sacrifice my
commitment to honesty, openness and a forthright approach
to my dealings with the American people. However, I do
want the opportunity to serve the nation for four more
years in order to continue to preserve peace and
prosperity for our citizens.

On November 2nd, the American people will "speak"
on the personal qualities they desire to see in their
Pfesident. I pledge now to honor that choice. I have
never been one to regard my adversaries as enemies.
After the heat of this political battle, we must close
ranks in support of the choice of the majority -- be it

myself or my opponent.

—_— —_ -

I would like to close my participation in these
debates in a spirit of sportsmanship and good will by

extending my hand in friendship to Governor Carter.

[Shake hands.] =
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To: Mike Duval

From: Phil Bucheni‘

For your information.
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Draft Closing Statement for the President, Final Debate

I appeal to all of you who are registered to go to the polls and vote:\\~h-x;;}
It is the first duty of all Americans, especially in our Bicentennial
year. And 11 days from now, when you enter that polling booth, ask
yourselves these questions:

Do you believe that ours is the most respected and looked-up-to
of any country on earth?

Do you believe that we are the strongest nation militarily on
earth?

Do you believe that we are at peace, and that we have taken
important initiatives to preserve peace in troubled areas like South
Africa and the Middle East?

Do you believe that our economy is sound, and making a healthy
come-back -- with less inflation than any other major country on earth?

Do you believe that there are more paying jobs now than at any other
time in our history -- more than 88 million?

Do you believe that we have made significant progress in housing,
in health and in education?

Do you believe that morality, confidence and trust have been restored
to the White House?

(pther points should be added to the 1itany:]

If you believe these things, as I do most deeply, then you will do your
part to continue our national progress under the leadership of this
Republican administration. To do otherwise would be to entrust the
Government to untried hands -- to a ticket whose promise-record is

fantastic but whose performance-record is totally non-existent and unknown.




