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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA!i)IINUTON 

October 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY 

FROM: JIM CAVANAUGH 

SUBJECT: Fallout from the Chinese Nuclear 
Test 

This is the report the President requested last 

night. 

cc: Brent Scowcroft 
Mike Duval 
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THE WHITE HOUSE: 

W"-SHINGTON 

October 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . 

FROM: '"JIM CANNO~~~ 

SUBJECT: Fallout from the Chinese Nuclear Test 

This is to report on the fallout from the Chinese Nuclear 
Test on September 26, 1976. 

Three agencies, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the Energy Research 
and Development Administration were monitoring the {all-
out situation and stepped up their activities as soon as 
abnormally high concentrations were detected in Pennsylvan~a. 

The agencies report: 

. 1. 
r • -

The levels of radiation detected thus far 
are well below acceptable levels and there
fore there is no danger to the public health. 

2. Intensive monitoring activities are con
tinuing but all agencies involved believe 
that the highest concentrations have already 
occurred and that the levels will decline 
rapidly and return to normal within a few 
days • 

. More details are provided in the attachment. 

Attachment 
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RADIOACTI VE FALLOUT 

The cloud from the September 26 test crossed the Pacific 
and entered the atmosphere over British Columbia about 
September 30. At least part of the cloud passed over 
the Chicago area and then into the Middle Atlantic region. 

The concentrations detected in the Middle Atlantic region 
were due primarily to the unusually heavy rains occurring 
over the weekend and on Monday. 

Heaviest concentrations detected were in Pennsylvania, 
near the Maryland line. Lesser levels were detected by 
monitoring stations from New England to Florida. 

Principal focus was on the isotope Iodine 131 because of 
its tendency to concentrate in cows' milk. Milk heavily 
contaminated with Iodine 131 could be a risk to babies. 

However, the highest concentrations in milk yet detected 
are in the range of 1% to 5% of the levels that would 
be a cause of sufficient concern to warrant any special 
action. "Special action" in this case means switching 
cows temporarily to hay rather than live green feed, and 

••using the milk containing Iodine 131 for cheese for a 
few days. 

Iodine 131 decays rapidly (half-life of 8 days); ~hus, 
the observed effect is transitory and radioactivity 
levels should return . to normal within a few days. 

Iodine 131 concentrations that were detected are from 
5 to 20 times normal background levels for Iodine 131. 
Total radiation levels did not increase by that amount. 

intensive monitoring activities will be continued. These 
include: 

-~ Air, water, a~d soil sampling by ERDA, NRC licensees 
(nuclear power plant installations), and state agencies. 

Milk sampling and analysis by EPA and state agencies, 
particularly the State of Pennsylvania. 
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RADIOACTIVE FALLOUT IN PENNSYLVANIA 

Q: Can you confirm the statement from Pennsylvania that 
dangerous levels of radioactivity have been produced there 
from fallout of a Chinese nuclear test? 

A: EPA and ERDA officials have looked at the radioactive fallout 

level at a number of locations and concluded that no health 

hazard exists. The l~vel is no more than one percent of the 

level at which EPA would recomme~d precautionary action. 

As it relates to milk ingestion, the effect is much less than our 
I, 

current or contemplated future standards would permit. 

Q: Do our nuclear tests pr~sent a fallout problem for us? 

A: No, U.S. and Soviet tests are conducted underground and 

de signed to prevent fallout. This is consistent with the mutual 

obligations the U. s., Soviets and many other countries have 

assumed under the Limited Test Ban Treaty of 1963, which 
."'; •- r !""9" ___ ,. ,, •• r,.._,.. , 

prohibits nuclear testing in the atmosphere. We have encouraged 

all others, including the Chinese, to observe this ban, and we 

regret they have not yet chosen to do so. 

Q: Will we protest to the Chinese that they are creating a health 
hazard in the U.S. ? 

A: Our view is that atmospheric tests should be halted. Nevertheless, 
I · 

the level of fallout does not constitute a health hazard. 



Q: Carter has proposed a five-year nu~lear testing moratorium; 
wouldn't this halt the fallout problem? 

A: To date the Chinese have totally opposed linritations on 

nuclear testing. There is no reason to believe they have changed 

that position. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

October 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT . 

FROM: .JIM CANNON11f!}!s)~ 

SUBJECT: Fallout from the Chinese Nuclear Test 

This is to report on the fallout from the Chinese Nuclear 
Test on September 26, 1976. 

Three agencies, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
the Nuclear Reguiatory Commission and the Energy Research 
and Development Administration were monitoring the fall-
out situation and stepped up their activities as soon as 
abnormally high concentrations were detected in Pennsylvan~a. 

The agencies report: 

r • -

. 1. The levels of radiation detected thus far 
are well below acceptable levels and there
fore there is no danger to the public health. 

2. Intensive monitoring activities are con
tinuing but all agencies involved believe 
that the highest concentrations have already 
occurred and that the levels will decline 
rapidly and return to normal within a few 
days • 

. More details are provided in the attachment. 

Attachment 



PADIOACTIVE FALLOUT 

The cloud from the September 26 test crossed the Pacific 
and entered the atmosphere over British Columbia about 
September 30. At least part of the cloud passed over 
the Chicago area and then into the Middle Atlantic region. 

The concentrations detected in the Middle Atlantic region 
were due primarily to the unusually heavy rains occurring 
over the weekend and on Monday. 

Heaviest concentrations detected were in Pennsylvania, 
near the Maryland line. Lesser levels were detected by 
monitoring stations from New England to Florida. 

Principal focus was on the isotope Iodine 131 because of 
its tendency to concentrate in cows' milk. Milk heavily 
contaminated with Iodine 131 could be a risk to babies. 

However, the highest concentrations in milk yet detected 
are in the range of 1% to 5% of the levels that would 
be a cause of sufficient concern to warrant any special 
action. "Special action" in this case means switching 
cows temporarily to hay rather than live green feed, and 

··using the milk containing Iodine 131 for cheese for a 
few days. 

Iodine 131 decays rapidly (half-life of 8 days); ~hus, 
the observed effect is transitory and radioactivity 
levels should return . to normal within a few days. 

Iodine 131 concentrations that were detected are from 
5 to 20 times normal background levels for Iodine 131. 
Total radiation levels did not increase by that amount. 

intensive monitoring activities will be continued. These 
include: 

-~ Air, water, and soil sampling by ERDA, NRC licensees 
(nuclear power plant installations), and state agencies. 

~ . 

Milk sampling and analysis by EPA and state agencies, 
particularly the State of Pennsylvania. 
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RADIOACTIVE FALLOUT IN PENNSYLVANIA 
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Can you confirm the statement from Pennsy_lvania Hi t -------dangerous levels of radioactivity have been produced there 
from fallout of a Chinese nuclear test? 

EPA and ERDA officials have looked at the radioactive fallout 

level at a number of locations and concluded that no health 

hazard exists. The l~vel is no more than one percent of the 

level at which EPA would recomme:1-d precautionary action. 

As it relates to milk ingestion, the effect is much less than our 

current or contemplated future standards would permit . 

. 
Q: Do our nuclear tests present a fallout problem for us? 

A: No, U.S. and Soviet tests are conducted underground and 

designed to prevent fallout. This is consistent with the mutual 

obligations the U. S,, Soviets and many other countries have 

assumed under the Limited Test Ban Treaty of 1963, which 
. .. .. -• -- ~. ·- - ___ .., ,. - , 

prohibits nuclear testing in the atmosphere. We have encouraged 

all others, including the Chinese, to observe this ban, and we 

regret they have not yet chosen to do so. 

Q: Will we protest to the Chinese that they are creating a health 
hazard in the U.S. ? 

A: Our view is that atmospheric tests should be halted, Nevertheless, 
I 

the level of fallout does not constitute a health hazard. 



Q: Carter has proposed a five-year nuclear testing moratorium; 
wouldn't this halt the fallout problem? 

A: To date the Chinese have totally opposed limitations on 

nuclear testing. There is no reason to believ-e they have changed 

that position. 

--------------------------------------------------



KOREA 

Korea is a flash point for possible conflict in Asia. 

North Korea is heavily armed (500,000), dangerous and 

aggressive as we have just recently seen in crisis. 

- - Therefore, it is essential that America be firm and leave 

no doubt of its obligations. 

This is only way to deter a new war in Asiao We proved this 

in August, when we stood firm. 

Our troops (42,000) are essential to the success of this 

policy. 

-- Proposal by Carter and Democrats to reduce or pull out are 

dangerous, because they tempt attacks - create crisis of confidence. 

We don't want repetition of 1950. 

We have proposed a new conference with both Koreas, the 

United States and China. This is the way to ease tensions. No 

unilateral withdrawals. 



REBUTTAL ON KOREA 

- - On human rights in Korea, we have made known our 

disagreements to President Park. 

-- We must remember that Korea is surrounded by hostile 

powers - North Korea, the Soviet Union and China. It faces subversion 

and half a million men on its borders. 

- - We cannot withdraw our troops, cut off our military aid, or 

blackmail Korean government because it does not live up to our standards. 

- - Korea in hostile hands is a dagger pointed at the heart of 

Japan. Asians will lose faith in our reliability if we fail to live up to 

commitments in Korea. 

- - Carter's withdrawal pledges will undermine the stability on 

the peninsula and security throughout Asia. 


