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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

October 14, 1976 

MIKE DUVAL 

JACK MARSH 

The attached will be announced today by the Special 
Prosecutor at 10:00 a.m. 

At the time of the announcement, would you contact 
immediately your Deputies and advise them of this 
action. 



WATERGATE SPECIAL PROSECUTION FORCE 
United States Department of Justice 

315 9th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Philip W. Buchen, Esq. 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

October 13, 1976 

As you requested, this is to advise you concerning the 
status of the investigation by this Office into an allegation 
that certain contributions made to political committees in 
Michigan were improperly diverted to the personal use of Presi-
dent Ford. 

The .investigation of that allegation is now complete, 
and the ~~vidence developed has disclosed no violation of law 
on the part of President Ford. The matter has therefore been 
closed. 

Sincerely, 

~~?~u{:-c:P~ 
Special Prosecutor 
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United St2.te '.:l Dep:i.i:,:rneri t of Jus~ic2 
315 9th Stree t, N. \ii. 

w~1..shingtOil, D. C. 20530 

OC'i'OBE R 1~, 1976 

FOR n -~·:.SDIATE P-l::LEASE: 

ATTACHED IS A STATEMENT ISSUBD BY THE i;•TATERGATS 

SPECIAL PROSECU'.i:'ION FORCE IN HASHINGT0:'..'1, D . C . , 

TODAY . * 

-;.,~·T:i"l -:? n in:forr.:t2d of the inten.t of this Office to 
issu~ a statenent which would discuss the nature 
o f the investigation and th2 uncerlying allega-
t:.ion , Cou ... :sel · to t.h.e President indicated that. 
t he r e ~as no objection to such a di s closure. 



I •·. 

8/ me!-;oor2nc:u'.c1 d~t e d ,July l.J, 1976, the Director o.: L"ie 

Federal Bureau of Investigation brought to the attention of the 

Attorney General information concerning alleged misus2 of poli-

tic a l contributions by President Gerald Ford during the 0~riod 

fro~ 1964 t~ early 1974. The A~torn2y General reque sted that the 

Watergate Special Prosecution Force assume jurisdiction over 

this matter , and the Spe ci al Prosecutor agreed to do so , pursuant 

to the regulations governing his office which permit the ass ignraen t 

to him of matters which do not fall within his primary jurisdic-
-:_/ 

tion. Formal assignment was accomplished by a memorandum from 

the Attorney General to the Special Prosecutor dated July 16, 1976. 

The information furnished to the Attorney General by the 

FBI concerned a previously unreported allegation that political 

coi'ltributions £:row certain named unions had been transmitted to 

political committees in Kent County, Michigan with the understandin, 

that they wo uld be passed on to Mr. Ford for his personal use. 

This allegation was made to an agent of the FBI by an individual 

vestigation h2s revealed no apparent motive on the pa-rt of this 

individual to fabricate. 

~/ The relevant oortion of the Attorney General ' s Order 551-73; 
dated Nove~be:r 2, 1973, setting out the jurisdiction of the 
Watergate Special Prosecution Force, is as follows: 

The Special Prosecutor shal l have full authority for in-
vestigating and prosecuting offenses against the United 
States ar isin 3 out of the un~uthorized entry into Demo-
c r a t i c i: at ion .J. l Co 8:i'l it L: 2 He 2 cl qua r t er s at the i;·i ate r gate , 
all offe~ses arising out of the 1972 Presid2nt i 3l Election 
for ~~ich t he Special Prosecutor it necess2ry and 
appropri ate to 2ssu~e responsibility, allegations involving 
th e ?resident , m2mbers of the ~hite House staff , or Pr~si-
dential apaointe2s , and nny other ma~t~rs which h~ consents 
to h~v2 2~;ign2d to hi~ by the Attorney Gen2ral . 
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Upon receipt of the r2ferr ~l fro m th e Attorn e y Gc nGral, the 

Special Prosecution Force, with the assistance of agents oE the 

FBI, examined various public documents reflecting contributions s3de 

by t'.1.2 ur11ons as '.-!ell as thos:2 received by [lr. Ford or conr:iitt2es 

acting on his behalf. FBI agents then undertook an examination 

of the books and records both of the unions' political arms and of 

the Michigan co~mittees. Persons who might have relevant • .c: 
lrl.!...O[-

@ation were interview~d either by the FBI or by attorneys on the 

staff of the Special Prosecution Force, or both. In addition, 

on September 30 the Special Prosecutor contact ed counsel for Presi-

dent Ford and requested that he furnish certain information relatins 

to the Presid ent 's personal finances. Counsel for the President 

complied with this r equest and, also at the Special Prosecutor ' s 

request , authorized the Internal Revenue Service to make available 
.., 

the work - product of its 1973 audit of - President Ford's income tax 

ret urns for the years 1967-~972. 

The evidence developed during this investigation was not corro· 

dence disclosed during the inquiry into that allegati9n give reason . 
to b2li2ve that any other violations of l aw had occurred. Accord-

ingly, the ~atter has now been closed, and counsel for the Presi-

dent has been so advised. 



PERSONAL Please Open Immediately 

MIKE DUVAL 



I 
PERSONAL Please Open Immediately 



_jVATERGATE SPECIAL PROSECUTION FORCE 
United States Department of Justice 

315 9th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Philip W. Buchen, Esq. 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
washingtori, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

October 13, 1976 

As you requested~ this is to advise you concerning the -
status of the investigation by this Office into an allegation 
that certain contributions made to political committees in 
Michigan were improperly diverted to the personal use of Presi-
dent Ford. 

The investigation of that allegation is now complete, 
and = the ·evidence developed has disclosed no violation of law 
on the part of President Ford. The matter has therefore been 
closed. 

Sincerely, 

?~uc- t:Pug 
Special Prosecutor 
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V! i\Tb .RG:\TI: SP~:Cir\.L PRO-::iECUTIO~·; I- 1C1:?~CS 
U;1ited S~2.te'.::i Dep1r:.ment of Jt: stice 

315 9th Street, N.\i/ . 
W~.shingto!-; , D. C. 20520 

OC'i:'OBER l<:, 1976 

FO~ I!·I:'.·SDIATE P..ZLEASE: 

.ATTACHED IS A STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE HATERGA'I'E 

SPECIAL PROSECUTION F ORCE IN H~.SHINGTO~·T; D.C., 

TOD.?i.Y.* 

-r.;,;}"l ~n in::01::,::.-2d of the inter1t of this Office i:o 
issi..:~ a stateBent. \·~hich would discuss the natur2 
of the investigation and the unce~lyi~g alleg~-
tion; Cou.,.~ sel to the President in~icated tnat 
th e re w2s no objection to such a disclosure. 



f-2'/ r:te!-;,.:)_r:211-::luret dat2cJ July 13, 1976, the Director o: the 

2ed2ral Bureau of Investigation brought to the attention of the 

Attorney General information concerning alleged misuse of poli-

tic 3l contributions by President Gerald Ford during the p~riod 

from 1964 t:) early 1974. The A~torney General requested that the 

Watergate Special Prosecution Force assume jurisdiction over 

this matter , and th e Special Prosec utor agreed to do so, pursuant 

to the regul ations governing his office which permit the assign~ent 

to him of matters which do not fall within his primary jurisdic-
-:_/ 

tion. Formal assignment was accomplished by a memorandum from 

the Attorney General to the Special Prosecutor dated July l r 
..J.. 0, 1976. 

The information furnished to th e Attorney General by the 

FBI concerned a previously unreported allegation that political 

contributions from cer tain named unions had b2en transmitted to 

political committees in Kent County, Michigan with the understandin, 

that they would be passed on to Mr. Ford for his personal use. 

This allegation was made to an agent of the FBI by an individual 

·-' 

• C I- • lfl.:_0r,112.1..10'1. In-

vestiaation has revealed no apparent motive on the part of this ' 

i ~div idu a l to fabricate. 

-----------------
~/ The relevant 9ortion of the Attorney Gen era l's Order 551-73~ 

dated November 2, 1973, setting out the jurisdiction of the 
Watergate Special Prosecution Force, is as follows: 

The Special Prosecutor shall have full authority for in-
vestigating and prosecuting offenses against the U~ited 
States arising out of the unauthorized entry into Demo-
cratic NQtional Co~sitte2 Ueadquarters at the Watergate, 
all 0£fen3es arisins out of the 1972 Presidenti~l Slectio~ 
for ~hich the Special Prosecutor dee~s it necessary ana 
appropriate to 2ssu~e respon3ibility, allegations involving 
th e 2resident, members of th e White House staff , or Presi-
dential a??Ointe2~ , 0nd any other ma~t~rs which h2 consents 
ta h~v? assigned to hira by the Attorney Gen2ral . 
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Upon receipt of the r2£2rr, .l fro r:1 tr.c .\.t:tor:~e:y Gei'-'3ral, th::c 

Special Prosecution Force, with the assistance of agents of the 

FBI, examined various public documents refl~cting contributions Gade 

acting on his behalf. FBI agents then undertook an examination 

of the books and records both of the unions' political arms and of 

the Michigan committees. Persons who might hav~ relevant infor-

mation were intervie~ea either by ..... <..02 FBI or by attorneys on the 

staff of the Special Prosecution Force, or both. In addition, 

on Septe~ber 30 th e Special Prosecutor contacted counsel for Presi-

dent Ford and requested that he furnish certain i nformation r elatin~ 

to the President's personal finances. Counsel for the President 

c orn?lied with this request and, also at the S9ecial Prosecutor's 

request, authorized the Internal Revenue Service to make available 

the work ·product of its 1973 audit of - President Ford's income tax 

returns for the years 1967-~972. 

The evidence aeveloped during this investigation was not corro-
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dence di5closed during the inquiry into that allegati-_an give reason 
' to b~lieve that any other violatio~s of l a w had occurred. Accord-

ing!y, the natter has now been closed, and cou~s e l for the Presi-

dent has been so advised . 




