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TO: 

DATE: 

REco;.1,:~ENDED BY: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

TOPICS OF 
DISCUSSION: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WA SHINGTO N 

REC OMM ENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

Mrs. Lloyd Royal at her home in 
Sarpy County, Nebraska 
(402) 253-2686 

Immediately 

Jeanne Holm 
Mike Duva 11 
Bill Baroody 

To convey the President's interest in the 
problem of discrimination against widows 
in estate tax laws and to advise her that 
he has recommended corrective legislation 
to the Congress. 

The purpose of the inheritance tax laws 
are to prevent the passing of undue awards 
between generations. This purpose is not 
being met by taxing transfers between husbands 
and wives. 

Five years ago, Mrs. Royal learned that 
if something were to happen to her husband 
she would probably have to mortgage her 
fann to pay the estate tax {see attached). 

She spearheaded a crusade to arouse public 
sentiment to get rid of the "widows tax 11

• 

The Commission on International Women's 
Year recommended corrective action. On 
March 22, 1976, Secretary Simon presented 
your estate tax recommendations to the 
Congress which would eliminate the transfer 
tax between spouses altogether. 

1. I want you to know how concerned I am 
about the problems of the 1'\vidows tax 11 and 
that as a result of your efforts, it has 
been called to my attention. 



TOPICS OF DISCUSSION: 

Attachment 

May 7, 1976 

ACTION 

l. In March, at my instruction, Secretary 
Si mon presented my recommendation to 
t he Congress to eliminate the transfer 
tax between spouses and to provide that 
property transfers between spouses 
would be recognized as incidents in the 
daily management of a family's household. 

------------------------------
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TO: 

DATE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

TOPICS OF 
DISCUSSION: 

. THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

Mrs. Lloyd Royal at her home in 
Sarpy County, Nebraska 
( 402) 253-2686 (ne(ilr 0""1A~cy 

~lC-l< -
s"1 e •.r -"' 

{µ W\OC- A. °A',-
Immediately o..c..corcA.-i""'--, ,-c, 
Jeanne Holm ~(';tnn.e. I · 
Mike Duva 11 .ft<"0""1 I~, rue,...,.- , 
Bill Baroody ~,,,f_ ~""~1.., 1 : 
To convey the President's interest in the C-4' I) 
problem of di scrimi nation against widows O,..f A 1-\ 
in estate tax laws and to advise her that / 
he has recommended corrective legislation IA fp.et,... i't> 
to the Congress. (..No~e-'1 

The purpose of the inheritance tax laws 
are to prevent the passing of undue awards 
between generations. This purpose is not 
being met by taxing transfers between husbands 
and wives. 

Five years ago, Mrs. Royal learned that 
if something were to happen to her husband 
she would probably have to mortgage her 
farm to pay the estate tax (see attached). 

She spearheaded a crusade to arouse public 
sentiment to get rid of the "widows tax". 

The Commission on International Women's 
Year recommended corrective action. On 
March 22, 1976, Secretary Simon presented 
your estate tax recommendatjons to the 
Congress which would eliminate the transfer 
tax between spouses altogether. 

l. I want you to know how concerned I am 
about the problems of the "widows tax " and 
that as a result of your efforts, it has 
been called to my attention. 

vo~ .. -f'/ldc:e 



TOPICS OF DISCUSSION: 

Attachment 

May 7, 1976 

l- In March, at my instruction, Secretary 
Simon presented my recommendation to 
the Congress to eliminate the transfer 
tax between spouses and to provide that 
property transfers between spouses 
would be recognized as incidents in the 
daily management of a family's household. 

ACTION _______________________ _ 



TO: 

DATE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

1-· 

TALKING POINTS: 

THE WHIT E HOUSE 

WASHI NG TON 

May 11, 1976 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

Robert Strauss, Chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee 

Tuesday, May 11, 1976 

Rog Morton, Dick Cheney 

To get his views on whether or not you should 
sign the Federal Election Commission Amend-
ments. 

Yesterday you met with Mary Louise Smith 
concerning the long-term impact of the FEC 
Amendments on the Republican Party. 

You will meet with the GOP Congressional 
Leadership today on the same subject, and 
you are expected to announce your decision 
later this afternoon. 

NOTE: In order to minimize any possible 
adverse impact of your decision on 

• 

the Nebraska primary, our current 
plan is for your decision to be 
announced by the Press Office at 
approximately 5:30 this afternoon. 
We expect the key GOP leaders who 
are meeting with you today to join 
Mary Louise Smith in recommending that 
you sign the bill. 

Bob, I have very carefully considered the 
FEC amendments which are on my desk for 
signature. As you know, I urged Congress 
to pass a simple extension in order that 
we could get through the 1976 election 
with the minimum confusion. 

The bill before me contains a great many 
changes in the existing law, some of which 
the Attorney General advises me are uncon-
stitutional. 
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I have heard the views of Mary Louise 
Smith on the long-term potential impact 
of these amendments on the two-party 
system. The purpose of my call is to 
hear your views on the long-term impact 
of these amendments. 

(After Mr. Strauss responds) I appreciate 
hearing your views and will carefully con-
sider them as I reach my decision later 
on this afternoon. 



I -

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE W HIT E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1976 

JERRY JONES ( 

MIKE DUVAL~ 

TELEPHONE CALLS I 

Jerry, I know that a lot of things have been dumped in 
your lap, but I do have another idea. 

I think the President should substantially increase the 
number of telephone calls he makes, especially while on 
Air Force One, and also on the ground during these trips. 
We should bang Rog and Stu again to come up with a list of 
people the President should call, along with the new 
Gergen group. I think it's important that Terry keep 
Nessen plugged in, as we've got to get the word out that 
these calls were made in order to have any real impact. 

It might not be a bad idea to set time aside, both on the 
plane and when he's in "staff time" on these trips, as 

· this might be a very productive way to let him get some 
"rest". But putting two hours a day for telephone calls 
on the road, it would be somewhat relaxing for him, but 
yet keep him busy in a productive manner. 

I am particularly intrigued with the calls from Air Force 
One, as the impact of such a call is extraordinary. 

cc: Di c k Ch en~ 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

May 17, 1976 

DICK CHENEY 

MIKE DUVAL 

CALIFORNIA - GUN CONTROL 

Apparently the key guy in California for the gun lobby is 
Bill Richardson, who is a State Legislator. As you can 
see from the attached which was sent to me by Jack Veneman, 
Richardson along with Viguerie has raised about $750,000 
for direct mailing. 

Dave Liggitt tells me that Richardson almost came out for 
the President when approached sometime ago. Apparently he 
has no love for Reagan and not a particularly high regard 
for his performance as Governor. 

Liggitt thinks that Richardson would be susceptible to a 
telephone call from the President in terms of backing off 
any strong anti-Ford campaign based on the President's 
position on gun control. 

I talked to Stu Spencer about this and he agrees the Presi-
dent should call Richardson. 

Attached is the telephone call proposal. 



TO: 

DATE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

I-

TALKING POINTS: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1976 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

California State Senator H. L. (Bill) 
Richardson (R-Arcadia) 

Wednesday, May 19, or Thursday, May 20. 

Stu Spencer, Mike Duval 

To diffuse California opposition by the 
anti-gun control lobby. 

Bill Richardson is the organizer of a new 
California-based national gun lobby, Gun 
Owners of America. They are linked with 
Richard Viguerie, who does their direct 
mailing, and have reportedly raised $750,000 
after only a few months of existence. They 
have 22 full-time employees. 

Richardson is an ultra conservative, but 
Stu Spencer reports that he has "no love" 
for Reagan. Richardson has not endorsed 
you, although he received a telephone call 
from Stu Spencer. 

Dave Liggitt (the California PFC coordinator) 
says that Richardson has quite an ego, and 
a telephone call from you might go a long 
way to diffusing a strong campaign against 
you based on the gun control issue. 

• 

• 

I understand that you have taken a posi-
tion of leadership in support of the rights 
of all Americans to own guns and avoid in-
appropriate controls by government. 

I wanted to commend you for the leadership 
you've shown in this area and advise you 
personally of where I stand on this important 
issue. 
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On July 17, 1975, I submitte d hand g un 
legislation to Congress which is d'irecte d 
only at the "Saturday Night Specials". ,,,. 

In my Message, I said that " ... we must 
make certain that our efforts to reg~ -
late the illicit use of handguns does 
not infringe upon the rights of law-
abiding citizens. I am unalterably 
opposed to Federal registration of guns 
or the licensing of gun owners. I will 
oppose any effort to impose such require-
ments as a matter of Federal policy." 

So let me make this clear once again: as 
long as I am President, there will be no 
Federal registration of guns or the licen-
sing of gun owners. 

My bill was directed only at the "Saturday 
Night Specials" and is designed to make 
certain that handguns are sold to legiti-
mate law-abiding citizens. 

My handgun bill is a positive step forward 
to protect the rights of citizens to own 
guns. If Con gress enacts the carefully 
developed bill I submitted which will 
take the "Saturday Night Special" out of 
the hands of criminals; there will not be 
any pressure for licensing of law-abiding 
citizens. 

So, the very best way to protect the rights 
of American citizens to own guns is to 
solve the problem of the criminal who mis-
uses handguns. 

NOTE: See attached fact sheet for addi-
tional information. 



OuTLINE OF THE PRESIDENT 1 S H2\NDGGN LEGISLATIQ~,J 

The President's Handgun Bill wbuld: 

0 Ban the.import , domestic manufacture and sale of c heap, -
highly concealable handguns -- "Saturday Night Specials" 
"l:ih ich have no apparent use other than against hurrran 
b eings; 

e Restrict the issuance of Federal licenses to bona fide 
gun dealers; 

e Restrict multiple sales of handguns (authorizing the 
purchase of no nore than one handgun within a 30-day 
period); 

© Impose a 14-day waiting period between the purchase 
and receipt of a handgun, during which time the dealer 
can check to ~eterraine T:1hether the purchaser may la,;-1-
fully own a h2.::dgun; 

e Require the cealer to take reasonable steps to ensure 
that the p~~chaser of a handgun is not prohibited from 
possessing it U:.'1._der State or applicable local law; and 

e, Re quire the i~posit:i.on of a mandatory 1<1.inimwn te:r.-m of 
imprisonoen-':: or: any p erson convicted of using a handgun 
in the co~2~ssio~ of a Federal offense. 

The President's Handun Bill would not: 

e Require a Federal license to purchase a handgun; 

o Require that handguns be registered with the Federal 
government; 

e Prohibit law-abiding citizens from possessin~ handguns; 

6 Authorize the Federal government to kee~ records of 
everyone who buys handguns; or 

Apply to possession of lo~g guns. 
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i'·lEMOELI\.:.'JDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

T HE WrilT::C: i-1O U SE 

Ma y 17, 1 9 76 

DICK CHENEY 

MIKE DUVAL 

CALIFOR.NIA - GUN CONTROL 

Apparently the key guy in California for the gun lobby is 
Bi ll Richardson, who is a State Legislator. As you can 
see from the attached which was sent to me by Jack Veneman, 
Richardson along with Viguerie has raised about $750,000 
for direct mailing. 

Dave Liggitt tells me that Richardson almost came out for 
the Preside nt when approached sometime ago. Apparently he 
has no love for Reagan and not a particularly high regard 
for his performance as Governor. 

Liggitt thinks that Richardson would be susceptible to a 
t e lephone call from the Presiden t in terms of backing off 
a ny strong anti-Ford campaign b a sed on the President 1 s 
position on gun control~ 

I talked to Stu Spencer about this and he agrees the Presi-
d e nt should call Richardson. 

Attached is the telephone call proposal. 



TO: 

DATE: 

RECOM.MENDED BY: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

j --

TALKING POINTS: 

T n \\/ H i T == H O U S E 

WASHJNG T '.::lN 

Nay 1 7, 19 76 

RECOHHENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

California State Senator H. L. (Bill} 
Richardson (R-Arcadia) 

Wednesday, .May 19, or Thursday, May 20. 

Stu Spencer, Mike Duval 

To diffuse California opposition by the 
anti-gun control lobby. 

Bill Richardson is the organizer of a new 
California-based national gun lobby, Gun 
Owners of America. They are linked with 
Richard Viguerie, who does their direct 
mailing, and have reportedly raised $750,000 
after only a few months of existence. They 
have 22 full-time employees. 

Richardson is an ultra conservative, but 
Stu Spencer reports that he has "no love" 
for Reagan. Richardson has not endorsed 
you, although ~e received a telephone call 
fro~ Stu Spencer. · 

Dave Liggitt (the California PFC coordinator) 
says that Richardson has quite an ego, and · 
a telephone call from you might go a long 
way to diffusing a strong campaign against 
you based on the gun control issue. 

.. 

I understand that you have taken a posi-
tion of leadership in support of the rights 
of all Arnericans to own guns and avoid in-
appropriate controls by government. 

I wanted to commend you for the leade rship 
you've shown in this area and advise you 
personally of where I stand on this important 
issue. 



I .. 
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On July 17 , 1975, I submitted hand gun 
legislation to Congress which is directed 
only at the "Saturday Night Specials". 

In my Message, I said that " ... we must 
make certain that our efforts to regu-
late the illicit use of handguns does 
not infringe upon the rights of law-
abiding citizens. I am unalterably 
opposed to Federal registration of guns 
or the licensing of gun ov-mers. I will 
oppose any effort to impose such require-
ments as a matter of Federal policy." 

So let me make this clear once again: as 
long as I am President, there will be no 
Federal registration of guns or the licen-
sing of gun mmers. 

My bill was directed only at the "Saturday 
Night Specials" and is designed to make 
certain that handguns are sold to legiti-
mate law-abiding citizens. 

My handgun bill is a positive step forward 
to protect the rights of citizens to own 
guns. If Congress enacts the carefully 
developed bill I submitted which will 
take the "Saturday Night Special" out of 
the hands of criminals, there will not be 
any pressure for licensing of law-abiding 
citizens. 

So, the very best way to protect the rights 
of Americ2.n citizens to own guns is to 
solve the problem of the criminal who mis-
uses handguns. 

NOTE: See attached fact sheet for addi-
tio~al information. 



'ih-:~ President's Hand~Jun Bi 11 '.;c.::ld : 

0 Ban the. import , domestic ~anufacture and s~le of che ap, -
highly concealable han C::.gun:; -- "S a turd2~y U igh t Sp2::::ial s" 
which have no apparent us~ other than against h t~aa 
be in~s; 

0 R~strict the issuance of Federal lice n ses to bo~a fide 
gun d-22.lers; 

e Restrict multiple sales of handguns (authorizing the 
purchase of no more than one handgun within a 30 -day 
n°riod) · .,_ , 

© Impo se a 14-c.2.y waiting period betueen the purchase 
and receipt of 2. hands1-in. , during which time the dealer 
can check to c.eter::i.in e 0.-ihether the purchaser may law-
fully m•m 2. 2-2..~dgTu.:.; 

{;) Require the c.ealer to take reasonable steps to ensure 
tha t the pu::cc::.aser of a handgun is not prohibited from 
possessing it lL"'l:::ler State or applicable local law; and 

0 Require · the i29ositio:1 of a mandatory 1ttinirm.1.m term of 
imprisonrrien~ c-~ any perso::. convicted of using a handgun 
in the c6~2~ssio~ of a Federal offense_ 

The Presiaent' s E2.:r!d1.m. Bill ;,-;ould not: 

e Require a Fe~eral license to purchase a handgun; 

o Require_ that h2ndguns be registered ,•Tith the Federal 
government; 

e Prohibit -law-abiding _citizens from possessing hand.guns;. 

e Authorize the Federal government to keep records of 
everyone who _buys h andgun s; or 

© Apply to poss e ssion of lo~g guns. 
I. •. 



TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1976 

TERRY O'DONNELL 

MIKE DUVAL 

For your information ------
Comments: 

Flournoy's phone numbers: 

office: (213) 746-2241 
home: (213) 378-5522 

Please let me know if call 
completed and any feedback 
for follow-up by Stu Spencer. 

Thanks. 



THE WHITE HOU SE 

WASHI NGTO N 

May 20, 1976 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

TO: Houston (Hugh) Flourney, Director for 
the Center of Public Affairs, University 
of Southern California. 

DATE: Prior to departing for the West Coast on 
Saturday, May 22. 

RECOMMENDED BY: Stu Spencer, Mike Duval 

PURPOSE: To seek his support for the California pri-
mary. 

BACKGROUND: 

TALKING POINTS: 

Hugh Flournoy lost the race for Governor of 
California to Jerry Brown by less than 1%. 

He has strong support among moderate and 
liberal Republicans, in general, as well as 
good contacts with the Republican organiza-
tion throughout the State. 

Stu Spencer suggests that if Flournoy dis-
cusses any specific conditions for his 
support that you advise him that Stu will 
be in contact to work out details. 

• I know that to win California I must appeal 
to all Republicans, conservatives, moderates 
and liberals. In your race against Jerry 
Brown, you showed strong support among the 
broad spectrum of Republicans, and also 
picked up considerable support from 
Independents and Democrats. 

Our victory in Michigan and Maryland was 
based largely on a strong turnout by all 
Republicans, not just those who are 
extremely conservative. 



• 

• 

• 

• 

2 

I believe that Republicans cannot 
expect to do well in November if our 
Party is led by former Governor Reagan. 
I'm certain you can appreciate the diffi-
culty that countless Republican candidates 
for Federal, State and local offices will 
have if the national ticket is headed by 
someone who does not have broad appeal 
throughout the Republican Party and to 
Independents and Democrats. 

Therefore, the California primary becomes 
of crucial importance, not just to my· 
candidacy, but to the Republican Party 
as a whole in November. If I can win in 
California, then I think my chances for a 
first ballot victory in Kansas City are 
excellent. This will permit me to unify 
the Republican Party and develop the 
strongest possible position to take on 
our Democratic opponent in November. I 
believe this is the best course of action 
for a strong Republican showing in all 
races at the Federal, State and local 
levels in November. 

I hope very much that I can count on your 
support over the coming days leading to 
the June 8th primary. 

I'd also like your advice on how we can 
best turn out all Republicans, because in 
a big State like California with a very 
diverse Republican Party, apathy among 
the moderates could be very damaging to 
my chances. 
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TO: 

DATE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

TJl~LKING POINTS: 

THE WHIT E HOUSE 

W A SH IN GTON 

July 15, 1976 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

Donald E. Meads 
Telephone numbers: office (215) 687-5000 

home (215) 286-9846 
{215) 928-1247 

As soon as possible. Before Monday, July 19. 

Mike Duval 

To lock in Ed Harper's availability to work on 
the Platform in Kansas City. 

Ed Harper is assisting us on the Platform. 
Donald E. Meads, Chairman of the CertainTeed 
Corporation, has approved Harper taking his 
personal and vacation time to assist us. He 
is not a Republican, but supports you. 

Ed is providing an important link between your 
White House/campaign staff and the Reagan forces 
concerning Platform issues. 

CertainTeed is a Fortune 500 company based in 
Valley Force, which manufactures roofing insula-
tion and pipe . Meads was recently one of the 
main organizers of the visit of President Giscard 
d'Estaing to Philadelphia. 

Ed Harper, whom you met briefly during your trip 
to Valley Forge on July 4th, is now Vice President 
of the CertainTeed Corporation. He served as 
Special Assistant to President Nixon from '69 
to '72 in the domestic policy area. 

• 

• 

You u nderstand Ed Harper is being very helpful 
in preparation of the Republican Platform. He 
is serving as an important link between your 
staff and the representatives of Governor Reagan. 
Through his efforts, many potential differences 
of opinion are being worked out with the objec-
tive of avoiding divisive Party fights. 

Although Ed is doing this on his own personal 
and vacation time, you know that Meads' approval 
is essential, and you appreciate his cooperation. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH i NGTON 

Augus t 2, 1976 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

TO: Vice President Rockefeller 

DATE: Monday, August 2, 1976 

RECOM..MENDED BY: Dick Cheney, Mike Duval 

PURPOSE: To ask the Vice President to present the 
Administration's foreign and defense poli-
cies in testimony before the Republican 
Platform Committee hearings in Kansas City 
next week. 

BACKGROUND: 

TALKING POINTS: 

The Platform Committee begins its public 
hearings in Kansas City on Monday, August 9. 
You have agreed to ask the Vice President 
to present the Administration's position on 
foreign and defense policy. 

It is important that the Vice President 
clearly be speaking on your behalf and at 
your direction. 

• 

• 

• 

Governor Ray will hold hearings of the 
full 106-member Platform Committee in 
Kansas City, beginning a week from 
today (Monday, August 9). I would like 
you to present the Administration's posi-
tion on foreign and defense policy. 

I understand that Governor Ray and Governor 
Re a gan 's staff have been consulted about 
the possibility of your testifying, and they 
agree that it would be an excellent idea. 

My staff, working with Governor Ray and 
Governor Reagan's staff, have developed 

·· some Platform language in the foreign 
policy national defense area. These 
working papers may be of use to you in 
preparing your testimony. 

- ----------------------'-----------------




