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ME MORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

July 27, 19 76 

DICK ALLEN 

MIKE DUVAL 

GLOBAL PLURALISM 

An extremely qualified individual has given us an excel-
lent critique of Zbigniew Brzezinski's article in the 
summer issue of Foreign Policy called "America in a Hostile 
World". I think this analysis might be very useful as you 
write the Platform. 

My friend points out that Bzezinski strongly (but subtlely} 
criticizes American policy designed to ideologically rally 
the industrialized democracies. Bzezinski argued that since 
the American ideal -- pursuit of individual liberty -- has 
been advanced in a society in which political pluralism 
flourishes, we should be more tolerant of global pluralism, 
in this case meaning a world composed of nations of variou s 
i deologies. Of course, he's using two entirely different 
concepts of pluralism and mi x ing them together. National· 
pluralism (as we have come to use the term) means a tolerance 
of different political ideas in an environment in which they 
can freely compete without risking the safety of proponents. 
Global pluralism, as Bzezinski uses the term, implies equal 
tolerance of various national and international ideologies, 
including those such as Communism or Fascism which avowedly 
reject concepts of individual liberty or national pluralism. 

The logic of Bzezinski's argument suggests that individual 
liberty would be threatened if the world were composed 
entirely of democracies. His purpose is to set the stage 
for his argument against "reciprocating with doctrinal 
hostility" attacks against American democracy mounted by 
states theoretically committed to egalitarianism through 
state-ism (read dictatorship). 

Our friend believes that Bzezinski's argument is nonsense. 
Our dealings with the Third Norld -- let alone Communism --
will not be tactically enhanced by reducing efforts to 
generate political unity on the part of the industralized 
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democracies. Although we should seek to conciliate 
legitimate Third World demands, we should never do so 
by muting the defense of our own ideals. Bzezinski is 
morally, strategically and tactically wrong , and his 
argument is wide open to political attack. 

Since the Bzezinski article is essentially an attack on 
Moynihan, we should be able to benefit in terms of 
appeali ng to the Moynihan constituency qy rejecting the 
Bzezinski position. 
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