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Draft (Duval) 5/20/76 

SPEECH INSERT - PUBLIC EMPLOYEE STRIKES (SAN FRANCISCO) 

We must bring into better balance the relationship between 

the services provided by Federal, State and local governments 

and the amount of tax dollars we spend on them. I have taken 

steps at the Federal level to reduce the size of government and 

make it more responsive to the real needs of the people. 

However, one of the most important aspects of making govern-

ment responsive is to ensure that the people that must pay for 

services rendered by public employees have a direct say in what 

services should be provided and under what conditions. 

Some of the Democrats in Congress have suggested national 

legislation which would give State and local public employees 

the right to strike. I can think of nothing more destructive 

of the process by which property owners and other taxpayers 

control their destiny. 

We have seen recent examples (e.g., San Francisco) in which 

the property taxpayer has taken a firm position against increased 

government spending. It is important that taxpayers at the 

local and State levels retain absolute control over their own 

city and State government, and that Washington, D.C. not inter-

vene in this process. 

My objective of imposing better control over the cost and 

effectiveness of government will be totally defeated if Congress 

begins to preempt the right of local citizens to govern their 

own public employees. As long as I am President, his will not 

happen because not only would I immediately veto such legislation, 

but I would actively fight it at every stage of the legislative 

process. 
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Many other actions I have taken since I became President 

are directed at increasing the power of each local taxpayer 

to control his government. We are making the Federal govern-

ment more responsive to individual citizen control. By revenue 

sharing, I am giving more authority to State and local govern-

ments, and thus the people have a greater say in how their 

tax dollars are expended. Also, revenue sharing takes con-

siderable burden off property taxpayers, which I believe is 

an essential element in cutting back on the overall tax burden. 

In addition, [insert other examples] 


