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WASHINGTON

August 6, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY

e
FROM: ' MIKE DUVAL J& efee
SUBJECT : ACCEPTANCE SPEECH

This is in response, Dick, to your request for my comments
on the Acceptance Speech.

As you know, I read Jack Marsh's outline. I think it is
superb and strongly recommend that it become your basic
outline as you begin drafting.

I do feel strongly about a couple of procedural points.
This speech must be written for the television audience.
This means it should be relatively short (I would aim for
fifteen minutes) and structured for applause lines. I
think the President definitely should take the time to
work on delivery (with Bill Carruthers) by practicing
with the type of teleprompters which will be used at the
Convention. He should review the videotape practice ses-
sions.

I also think it's important that the Baker-Timmons opera-
tion have enough people on the floor to lead the applause.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 3, 1976

Dave,

g B e T
Here is my opening and 1ntelligence insert
for "The Speech".

I think the closing "future" section is of
crucial importance. This is where the Presi-
dent must make the case that he isn't a transi-
tion President. I have some thoughts but
haven't gotten them in writing yet.

g
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Mike

Attachments
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I have always asked that people judge me on the basis of my
record. I believe in being held accountable for my acts. Account-
ability is the key to regponsible and responsive leadership.

Let's look at the facts -- at what's happened.‘

On August 9, 1974, I became President. I assumed
leadership of a Nation

-- which had lost its faith in the integrity of its Federal
Government;

-- was heading deeper into a re;:ession -- working people
were being robbed by inflation and others losing their jobs;

-- a nation which was losing its position of the world's

Southeast Asia; and

-- a Federal Government which had grown out of control with

Congress spending us into bankruptcy with social programs while

our defense were growing weaker.




I made no effort to hide these unpleasant facts from the

American people. Instead I leveled with you and set out to change

the direction I found our country heading.

Was I successful? Let's look at the record today.




INTELLIGENCE INSERT FOR "THE SPEECH"

Shortly after assuming the Presidency, I found our
Nation's intelligence agencies under severe attack. Sensa-
tional charges alleged that abuses had occurred over the
last twenty years, covering the period from the late 1940s
into the early 1970s. Congressional investigations began
focused on claims that U.S. citizens were spied upon and
their civil rights violated.

As these investigations proceeded and the intensity
of publicity incréased, the moralegﬁfectiveness of our
intelligence agencies began to sag. It was very clear to
me that the Nation faced two ggé:;;éal problems in this
area: first, how to maintain the strongest possible foreign
intelligence capability while at the same time achieving the
second objective of insuring that our foreign intelligence
agencies are not used to spy against United States citizens.

In order to develop the facts concerning alleged abuses,
I established on January 4, 1975, a Presidential Commission
chaired by Vice President Rockefeller, to investigate alleged
CIA abuses here in the United States. As the Rockefeller
Commission undertook its work, I was also working quietly
with the heads of the various intelligence services to deter-
mine whether any other areas of abuses existed and, most
importantly, whether the intelligence agencies were functioning

as effectively as they should.
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While headlines were being generated because of leaks
from Congress and senationalism by several ofssisws members,
I guietly began within the Executive Branch the most sweeping
review of the intelligence agencies in our Nation's history.
As a result of this quiet, but very comprehensive and inten-
sive review, I announced on February 17 the first major reor-
ganization of our Intelligence Community since 1947. By
Executive Order, I established for the first time public
charters to guide the activities of each intelligence agency.
These charters stated specifically the mission of these agencies
and the standards they would be held accountable to in our
efforts to produce the best quality foreign intelligence. I
also set forth in my Executive Order specific restrictions
which prohibit the intelligence agencies from spying on
innocent American citizens. Finally, I established a new
and simplified command structure to insure that the commands
in my Executive Order are adherred to and that responsibility
and accountability is focused on the individuals in positions
of leadership within the Community.

In taking these actions, I was guided by two imperatives.

As Americans, we must not and will not tolerate actions

by our government which abridge the rights of our citizens;/qg;}R
t* - ¢ ‘ !

At the same time, we must maintain a strong and effectiv

intelligence capability in the United States. ¢
S
Although the Congressional investigations continued even

after my February Executive Order, the fact is that our intelli-

gence agencies -- the CIA, elements of the FBI, the Defense
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Department, and others -- were able to get back to work
producing for this Nation the best foreign intelligence that
could be found anywhere in the world. They have their
charters, they have their guidelines and they have the full
support of the President of the United States. I believe
that the actions I tbok in February have also gone a long
way to build widespread popular support throughout this
Nation for our foreign intelligence agencies. They need
the public support, and I believe they deserve it.

As we look toward the future, we must never forget
that while our Armed Forces are a central pillar of our
strength, another great pillar must be our Intelligence
Community. The overriding task before us is to continue to
rebuild the confidence and capability of our intelligence
services. Our foreign policy and national defense decisions
must be clearly based on an understanding of the intentions
and capabilities of our enemies and potential enemies.

To operate without adequate and timely intelligence
information will cripple our security in a world that is
still hostile to our freedoms. However, we cannot confine
our intelligence to just questions of whether or not there .
will be military attack. We also need information aboutréﬁé

v \ 2
world's economy, about political and social trends, about >,

o
"‘.

food supply and population growth and, certainly, about T
terrorism. To protect our security diplomatically, militarily
and economically, we must have a comprehensive intelligence

capability.

FOR ™,
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I have shouldered the responsibility of leadership \Cnf"

ﬁ the Intelligence Community chieisanimdty, and I will continue
to provide this personal leadership as long as I am President.
I am willing to be held accountable by the American people
for the actions of the Intelligence Community. I am willing
to take risks, if necessary, such as undertaking covert opera-
tions, to provide the intelligence and to take the actions

we have to take to prevent a serious challenge to our national

security from-developiie
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The President's record, simply explained, can make one of

the most effective campaign themes.

To date, however, we havenot

done a good job in laying out the record in a way which advocates

can use

it. This paper suggests one approach to the task.

I. The situation confronting the President when he took office.

1.

3.

Massive national trauma of Watergate and dissillusion
Vietnman. S

with

a. The honesty, decency and even the legitimacy

of government being questions.

b. Allies and adversaries unsure of America's
will and intentions

Economy on the verge of collapse.

a. decade of overspending leads to ever widening

gyrations of inflation and recession.

b. loss of confidence that the government has t

he

political will to take the unpopular steps necessary

to bring inflation under control.

c. fear that the demands for stimulus will set off another

-, round of double digit plus inflation leading
to even sharper recession.
Public sector growth out of control

eventually

=- - government expenditures consuming an ever larger
share of the GNP. Proliferation of grant and entitlement
programs creates a bureaucratic nighttmare and an un-
controllable budget. These trends worsen the already

serious economic problems by limiting the gov
ability to take necessary corrective measures.

ernment's




4., A very liberal Congress elected in Nov. 1974 tareatens to compound
the problems by further increasing expenditures and inventing
a whole new generation of grant programs.

5. Ten year trend toward reducing real defense expenditures combined
with rapidly growing Soviet effort during the same period threatens
to create a dangerous inbalance in the world political/military
balance.

a. 94th Congress appears eager to continue and even f
accelerate the trend toward less real defense expenditures.

The Tasks of the President were:

1. Restablish the legitimacy of government and begin to restore
the bond of trust between the people and their President.

2. Reassure allies and adversaries that the U. S. retains the strength
and the will to meet its commitments.

mEm—

3. Restore economic vitality without igniting a new inflationary spiral.

4, Restore a sense of confidence that the economy will behave in
" a sensible fashion and will not be subjected to short term political
manipulation.

5. Reverse the trend toward an even greater share of the GNP going
to government expenditures.

e s |

6. Emphasize the private sector as the basis for healtl‘7economic
growth rather than public expenditures.

7. Begin to gain control over the budget, particularly those items called
“uncontrollables without causing major economic or social dislocations.

8. Prevent the 94th Congress from worsening the situation by adding
new programs and increasing expenditures indiscriminately.

9. Prevent the 94th Congress from further skhshing real defense
expenditures and reverse the ten year declining trend to ensure
U.S. security.




III.

The President's Record:

‘
2

1. He has restored the nation's sense that their President is
an honest man with an open Administration. He tells the truth.

2. He has convinced allies and adversaries that the U.S. under
his leadership intends to meet its commitments. But given the
Congressional record on Vietnam and Angola, he has not yet
convinced the Congress.

3. He has by the use of the veto and in his budgets demonstrated the will
to get government spending under control. He avoided economic

quick fixes and permitted the economy to recover in a healthy way
without the threat of a new inflation/recessinn spiral.

4., He has reversed the trend toward growing governmental
share of the GNP. This year federal government expenditures will
grow % while the GNP will grow Tos

5. He has forced the €ongress to begin to put some limits on the i
so-called "uncontrollables.' Last year federal employee raises
were limited to 5% as opposed to the 8. 6% uncontrollable figure. This
step saved $ . This year the Congress has again indicated
that it will cap federal salaries at the 5% level. For the first time the
Food Stamp program which grew from million in 196__ to
hillion in 1975 has been curtailed. E

6. He has reduced his own White House staff byl0%. The 1977
White House budget is smaller than the 1976 budget. Federal
government employmment has stopped growing and has begun to decline.

7. He has veoted 48 bills passed by the 94th Congress which would have
swelled the number of federal program and increased government
spending by $13 billion.

8. He has stuck to his commitment that there will be no new spending
programs. There were none in 1975 and it is doubtful that there will
be any in 1976.

9. He has reversed the ten year trend toward reducing real defense
expenditures. The FY 1977 budget will show an increase of 11% for
defense spending.

-~

10. He has blocked Congressional attempts to eliminate critical defense
programs such as the B-1 bomber and the Trident submarine.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 4 AUGUST 19, 1976

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY
(Kansas City, Missouri)

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE
1976 REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

KEMPER ARENA

10:40 P,M. CDT..

Mr. Chairman, deleaates and alternates of this
Republican Convention:

I am honored by your nomination, and I accept
it, with pride, with eratitude and with a total will to
win a ereat victory for the American people. We will wage
a winning campaign in every region of this country from the
snowy banks of Minnesota to the sandy plains of Georgia.

Ve concede not a sinfle State. ''e concede not a
single vote. This evening I am proud to stand before this
great Convention as the first incumbent since Dwight D.
Eisenhower who can tell the Anerlcan people: America is at
peace. ; :

" Tonight, I can tell you straightaway this nation

is sound, this nation is secure, this nation is on the
march to full economic recovery, and a better quallty of T
life for all Americans. - - Kf' L7 f

I will tell you one more thing. This year the P
issues are on our side. I am ready, I am eager to go :
before the American people and debate the real issues face
to face wvith Jimmy Carter.

”:.—--.._
£ .l

The American people have a rirht to know first
hand exactlyv where both of usstand. I am deeply grateful
to those who stood with me in winning the nomination of the
partv whose cause I have served all of my adult life. I
respect the convictions of-those who want a change in
Ylashington. I want a chanre, too. After 22 years of
majority misrule, let's change the United States Congress.

My eratitude tonigsht reaches far beyond this Arena
to countless friends whose confidence, hard work and unselfish
support have brought me to this roment. It would be unfair
to single out anyone, but may I make an exception for my
wonderful family -- Mike, Jack, Steve and Susan, and
especially my dear wife Betty.

MORE

(CVER)
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We Republicans have had some tough competition.
We not only preach the virtues of competition, we practice
them. But tonight, we come together not on a battlefield
to conclude a cease-fire, but to join forces on a training
field that has conditioned us all for the rugged contest
ahead.

Let me say this from the bottom of my heart.
After the scrimmagesof the past few months, it really feels
rood to have Ron Reagan on the same side of the line.

To strengthen our championship line-up, the
Convention has wisely chosen one of the ablest Americans
as our next Vice President, Senator Bob Dole of
Kansas. With his help, with your help, with the help of
millions of Americans who cherish peace, who want freedom
preserved, prosperity shared,and pride in Amerlca, we will
win this election.

I seek not a Republican victory, but a victory
for the American pecple. You at home listening tonight,
you are the pecple who pay the ‘taxes and obey the laws.
You are the pecple who make our system work. You are the
people who make America what it is.

It is from your ranks that I come and on your side
I stand. Something wonderful happened to this country of
ours the past two years. We all came to realize it
on the Fourth of July. Together, out of years of turmoil
and tragedy, wars and riots, assassinations and wrongdoing
in high places, Armerican recaptured the spirit of 1776.

We saw arfain the pioneer Vision of our revolutionary
founders and our immigrant ancestors. Their vision was of

a free man and free woman enjoying a limited Government and
unlimited opportunity.

The mandate I want in 1976 is to make this vision
a reality, but it will take the voices and the votes of
many more:"Americans who are not Republicans to make that
mandate bindinf and my mission possible.

I have been called an unelected President, an
accidental President. We may even hear that again from
the other party, despite the fact that I was welcomed
and endorsed by an overwhelming majority of their
elected representatives in ‘the Congress who certified my
fitness to our highest office.

o
@)
s
td
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Having become Vice President and President without
expecting or seeking either, I have a special’ feeling toward
these hich:offices. : To me, the Presidency and the Vice
Presidency were not prizes to be won, but a duty to be done.

" 8o, “tonight, it "is not the power: and the glamor of
the Pre51dbncy that leads me to ‘ask for another four years.
It is something evervy hard-working American will understand -~-
the challenge of a job well begun, but® far from finished.

" Two years ago, on August 9, 197%., I placed ny
hand on the Bible,which ' Betty held, and tobk the ‘same
Constitutional oath that was administered to George
Washington. I had falth 1n our people, in our 1nst1tutlons,
and 1n myself : ~ >4

3 4 - 2 ’ - J

"“My'fellow Americans,” I'&aid. ~our lonr national
nightmare is over." It wabk~an hour in our history that
troubled our minds and tore at our hearts."Anger and hatred
had risen to' dangerous levels, dividing friends and families.
The polarization of our political order-had aroused unworthy
passions of!reprifal and revenge. Our governfiental system
was closer to a stalemate than at any time since Abraham
Lincoln took that same oath of office. )

Our economy was in the throes’ of runaway inflation,
taking us headlong. into the worst recession since Franklin:
D. Roosevelt took the same-ocath. On that dark day I told
my fellow:countrymen, "I am acutely aware that you have not
elected meias your President by your ballots, so I ask you
to confirm me as your President with your prayers.' -

‘On a marble fireplace in ‘the White Héuse is carved
a prayer which John Adams .wrote. It concludes, "May none’"
but honest and wise menvever rule under' this:roof.”’

Since' I have resided’' in®that historic house, I have
tried to live by that prayer. I :faced many tough problems.
I probably made some mistakes, but on balance, America
and Americans have made an 1ncred1ble comeback since
August, l974 : :

Nobody can honestly’Say otherw1se, and the ‘plain
truth is that the great progreéss we have made at home and \\\nﬁ///
abroad was in spite of the majorltv who run the Con"ress
of the United States. iz byo :

For two years, I have stood for all the 'people
against a vote-hungry, free-spending Congressional maJOrlty
on Cap1tol Hill. Fifty-five times I vetoed extravagant

and unwise legislation:; 45 times I made those vetoes stick. L4:r
Those vetoes have saved American ‘taxpayers billions and: ._\\\jf3
billions of dollars. I am agalnst the big tax spender and ——

for the little taxpayer.

MORE
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I called for a permanent tax cut,coupled with
spending reductions, to stimulate the economy and relieve
hard-pressed middle income taxpayers. Your personal
exemption must be raised from $750 to $1,000.

The other party's platform talks about tax reform,
but there is one big problem -~ their own Congress won't act.

I called for reasonable Constitutional restrictions
on court ordered busing of school children, but the other
party‘s platform concedes that busing should be a last
resort. But their's is the same problem -- their own
Congress won't act. g

I called for a major overhaul of criminal laws to
crack down on crime and illegal drugs. The other party's
platform deplores America's $80 billion cost of crime.
There is the problem again ~-- their own Congress won't act:

The other party's platform talks about a strong
defense. Now, here is the other side of the problem -- their
own Congress did act. - They slashed $50 billion from our
national defense needs in the last ten years.

My friends, Washington is not the problem, their
Congress is the problem. 'You know, the President of the
United States is not a magician who can wave a wand or sign a
paper that will instantly win a war or cure a recession or
make bureaucracy disappear. The President has immense
powers under the Constitution, but all of them ultimately
come from the American people and their mandate to him.

That is why, tonight, I turn to the American
people and ask not only for your.prayers, but also for
your strength and your support, for your voice and for
your vote. I come before you with a two-year record of
performance. without your mandate. I offer you a four-year
pledge of greater performance with your mandate.

As Governor Al Smith used to say, 'Let’'s look at
the record.” Two years ago, inflation was 12 percent. Sales
were off, plants were shut down, thousands were being laid
off every week. Fear of the future was throttling down
our economy and threatening millions of families. i

Let's look at the record since August of 1974,
Inflation has been cut in half. Payrolls are up. Profits
are up. Production is up. Purchases are up. Since the
recession was turned around, almost 4 million of our fellow
Americans have found new jobs or got their old jobs back.
This year, more men and women have jobs than ever before
in the history of the United States.

MORE
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Confidence has returned and we are in the full
surge of sound recovery through steady prosverity. Two years
ago, America was mired in withdrawal from Southeast Asia.

A decade of Congresses had short-changed our global defenses
and threatened our strategic posture. Mounting tension
between Israel and the Arab nations made another war seem
inevitable. The whole world watched and wondered where
America was going. Did we, in our domestic turmoil,

have the will, the stamina and the unity to stand up for
freedom?

Look at the record since August, two years ago.
Today, America is at peace and seeks peace for all nations.
Not a single American is at war anywhere on the face of this
earth tonight.: ;

Our ties with llestern Europe and Japan, economic
as well as military, were never stronger. Our relations
with Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union and Mainland China
are firm, vigilant and forward-looking. Policies I have
initiated offer sound progress for the peoples of the
Pacific, Africa and Latin America.

Israel and Egypt, both trusting the United States,
have taken an historic step that promises an eventual just
settlement for the whole Middle East.

The world now respects America's policy of peace
through strength. The United States is again the confident -
leader of the free world. Nobody questions our dedication to
peace but nobody doubts our willingness to use our strength
when our vital interests are at stake, and we will.

I called for an up to date powerful Army, Navy, Air
Force and Marines that will keep Amerida secure for decades.
A strong military posture is always the best insurance for
peace. But America's strength has never rested on arms alone.
It is rooted in our mutual commitment of our citizens and
leaders in the highest standards of ethics and morality and
in the spiritual renewal which ‘our Nation is undergoing right
now.

Two years ago, people'’s confidence in their highes
officials, to whom they had overwhelminely entrusted power, <
had twice been shattered.  Losing faith in the word of their\v
elected leaders, Americans lost some of their own faith
in themselves. ; » P

Again, let us look at the record from August, 1974.
From the start, my Administration has been open, candid,
forthright. While my entire public and private life was under
searching examination for the Vice Presidency, I reaffirmed my
life-long conviction that truth is the glue that holds Government
together ~- not only Government, but civilization, itself. I
have demanded honesty, decency and permanent integrity from
everybody in the Executive Branch of the Government. The
House and Senate have the same duty.

MORE
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The American people will not accept a double
standard in the United States Congress.. Those who make
our laws today must not debase the reputation of our great
legislative bodies which have given us such giants as Daniel
Vebster, Henry Clay, Sam Rayburn and Robert A. Taft.

Whether in the nation's capital, the State
capital or city hall, private morality and public trust
must go together. From August of 1974 to August of 1976,
the record shows steady progress upward toward prosperity,
peace and public trust.

My record is one of progress, not platitude. My
record is one of specifics, net smiles. My record is one
of performance, not promises. It is a record I am proud to
run on. It is a record the American people -- Democrat,
Independent and Republicans alike == will support on
November 2.

For the next four years I pledge to you that I
will hold to the steady course we have begun. But, I have
no intention of standing on the record alone. Ve will
continue winning the fight against inflation. We will go
on reducing the dead weigsht and impudence of bureaucracy.

Ve will submit a balanced budget by 1978. Ve
will improve the quality of life at work and play and in
our homes and in our neighborhoods. We will not abandon
our cities. We will encourage urban programs which insure
safety in the streets, create healthy environment and restore
neighborhood pride.

We will return control of our children's education
to parents and local school authorities. We will make sure
that the party of Lincoln remains the party of equal rights.
We will create a tax structure that is fair for all of our
citizens, ones that preserve the continuity in the family
home, the family farm and the family business.

We will ensure the integrity of the Social Security
system and improve Medicare so that our older citizens can
enjoy the health and the happiness that they have earned.
There is no reason they should have to go broke just to
get well.

Ve will make sure that this rich nation does not
neglect citizens who are less fortunate, but provide for
their needs with compassion and with digfnity. We will
reduce the growth in the cost of Government and allow
individual breadwinners and businesses to keep more of the
money that thev earn.

MORE
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We will create'a'climate in which our economy will
provide a meaningful job for everyone who wants to work
and a decent standard of life for all Americans., Ve will
insure that all our young people have a better chance in
life than we had, an education they can use and a career
they can be proud of.

We will carry out a farm Dollcy that  assures a
fair market price for the farmer, encourages full
‘production, leads to record exnmorts and eases the hunger
within the human family. Ve will never use the bounty of
America's farmers as a pawn in international diplomacy.
There will be no embarecoes.

Ve will .continue our strong leadership to bring
neace, justice and:economic progress:vhere there is
turmoil, especially in the Middle East. We will build a
safe and saner world, through patient negotiations and
dependable arns afreements which preduce the danwer of
conflict and horror: of thermonuclear war,

Y"hile I am President, we w1ll not return to a
collision course that could reduce civilization to ashes.
We will build an America where peodple feel rich in spirit
as well as in worldly goods. We will build an America
where people feel proud about themselves and about
their country. j «

We will build on performance, not promises;
experience, not expediency; real progress instead of
rysterious plans to be revealed 1n some dlm and distant
future.

The American people are wise, wiser than our
opponents think. | They know who pays for every campaign
promise. They are not afraid of the truth. Ve tell
them the truth, ]

|

From start to finish, our campaign will be
credible; it will be responsible. Ve will come out
fighting, and we will win. Yes, we have all seen the
polls gnd the pundits who say our party is dead. I
have heard that before. So did Harry Truman. I will
tell you what I think. The only polls that count are
the polls the American people go to on November 2.

Right now, I predict that the American people
are going to say that tonight, "Jerry, you have done a good
job. Keep right on doing it."

MORE
S TRORDN
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As I try in my imagination té look into
the homes where families are watching the end of this
great Convention, I can't tell which faces are Republicans,
which are Democrats and which are Independent. I cannot
see their color or their creed. I see only Americans.

I see Armericans who love their husbands, their
wives and their children. I see Americans who love their
country for what it has been-and what it must become. I
see Americans vho work hard, but who are willing to sacrifice
all they have worked for to keep their children and their
country free. :

I see Americans who in their own quiet way pray
for peace among nations and peace among themselves. Ve do
love our neighbors and we do forgive those who have
trespassed against us., ~

I see a new generation that knows what is right
and knows itself, a generation determined to preserve
its ideals, its environment, our nation and the world.

: My fellow Americans, I like .what I see. I have
no fear for the future of this great country. As we go
forward together, I promise you once more what I promised
before: To uphold the Constitution, to do what is right
as God gives me to see the right and to do the very best
that I can for America.

God helping me, I won't let you down. :

Thank you very much.

_END - (AT 11:18 P.M. CDT)
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I have always asked that people judge me on the basis of my
record. I believe in being held accountable for my acts. Account-
ability is the key to regponsible and responsive leadership.

Let's look at the facts -- at what's happened.

On August 9, 1974, I became President. I assumed
leadership of a Nation

-- which had lost its faith in the integrity of its Federal
Government;

-- was heading deeper into a recession -- working people
were being robbed by inflation and others losing their jobs;

-- a nation which was losing its position of the world's
preeminent force for peace because of the collapse of our efforts in

Southeast Asia; and

-- a Federal Government which had grown out of control with

Congress spending us into bankruptcy with social programs while

our defense were growing weaker.




I made no effort to hide these unpleasant facts from the
American people. Instead I leveled with you and set out to change
the direction I found our country heading.

Was I successful? Let's look at the record today.
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I have always asked that people judge me on the basis of my

record. I believe in being held accountable for my acts. Account-

ability is the key to responsible and responsive leadership.

Let's look at the facts -- at what's happened.

On August 9, 1974, I became President. I assumed
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our defense were growing weaker.
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-- was heading deeper into a recession -- working people

were being robbed by inflation and others losing their jobs;

-- a nation which was losing its position of the world's

preeminent force for peace because of the collapse of our efforts in

Southeast Asia; and

-- a Federal Government which had grown out of control with

Congress spending us into bankruptcy with social programs while

our defense were growing weaker.




I made no effort to hide these unpleasant facts from the
American people. Instead I leveled with you and set out to change
the direction I found our country heading.

Was I successful? Let's look at the record today.






