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W] think everyonc came away impres sed with the President's forthrightness,
gincerity, and determination to do something about our energy and economics
erisis. It is quite refreshing to see an administrdtion so open and so anxious
.to listen to the views of a cross section of Americans.' '

Letter to President from J. Carrol Dadisman )
Executive Editor and Vice President "
- Columbus Ledger-Enquirer ’

"] am convinced that your extraordinary efforts to communicate to the
news media in this kind of forum will be productive and fruitful, and I
would hope that your office would continue to use this vehicle in your
future endeavors. "

Letter to the President from Edward V. Cheviot
Vice President and General Manager
KMOL-TV, San Antonio

"] think the President's candor, his emphasis on the big issues, his
flexibility, and his essential modesty will go far toward restoring his
public support. ' :

"Incidentally, at no time did he behave like a man running for re-election.
On the contrary, he seemed absorbed in issues far more important than
the next election--which might be the smartest re-clection ctrategy he
could adopt. "

Column by EdwardH. Harte ‘
Editor and Publisher "
Corpus Christi Caller, 2/12/75

"I was impressed wiih Fresident Ford's forthrighiness and low-keyed
excellence in presenting his ideas to the folks at the Houston breakfast
meeting. I told him there and then I was for him 1000%--and I meant it."

Letter to Gerald Warren from
Pat Taggart, Publisher
Waco News-Tribune
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"The Times commends President Ford for personally taking his energy
program to the people, hecaring their suggestions and responding to their
criticisms. He, apparcntly, was pleased by the Houston reaction, describing
it as 'excellent and wholesome.'

->

"And we are in full agreement that the time for action is now. "

Editorial, Shreveport Times, 2/12/75

"This mformatmn will be valuable background for ed1tor1a1 and news
purposes. " | .

Letter to Ron Nessen from Lee Anderson
- Editor
Chattanooga News-Free Press

"President Ford ate breakfast Tuesday with 60 of the South's top news
executives and offered what was later depicted as a confident, self-
assured presentatlon of his economic and energy proposals.

"Most of the newspaper, television and radio executives who attended the
90-minute session with Ford declined to discuss the meeting with waiting
reporters. But the handful who did were virtually unanimous in saying

they were impressed with the President, and, to varying degrees, supportive
of his proposals. "

Atlanta Journal news story, 2/4/75

The President's talk after the breakfast "was a pitch for his program and
an explanation of why gas rationing wouldn't work and why we had to make
ourselves independent in energy. It was interesting.

"It was pleasant. He impressed the audience with his sincerity and
knowledge of these subjects, with the gravity of the current crisis and
the need to get behind Gerald R Ford and help solve it.

"He came here for this last reason I supposeand he made progress. If
he came to reassure us that the presidency is in sound hands once more
and that the President regards himself as something less than iniperial
and at the outside first among equals he also made progress and should
continue mecting his constituency in this fashion."

Column by Jack Spalding
Editor
The Atlanta Journal, 2/6/75
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"What emerged once again in the Atlanta meecting, however, is that
President Ford indced has a specific package of economic and energy
proposals; the Democratic lecaders in Congress do not. . . . The Congress
has a responsibility to act promptly on President Ford's proposals. Itis
not a time for politics as usual, and most Americans understand that.
President Ford has offered leadership in a difficult time. His energy and
economic proposals will be debated fully, as they should be, but it is vital
that the Congress move either to adopt the President's package or come
forward with an equally comprehensive set of energy and economic
recommendations. " '

Editorial, Atlanta Constitution, 2/5/75

2

"The President impressed us as being sincere and firm about the energy
program he has sent to Congress. He admits he is willing to compromise
to some extent with Congress but'we will not fiddle while energy burns.
We support that program and believe the majority of the American people
will support it." :

Editorial, Atlanta World, 2/6/75

"The truth remains, of courée,_ that the President has something, a
recession-inflation-energy program that is cohesive and comprehensive,
if not totally acceptable in its present form. The disunited Democrats
scramble around with sundry ideas--including conservation, allocation,
gasoline rationing, gasoline price increases, continue regulation of
natural gas prices, repeal of percentage depletion, reduction of foreign
tax credits for oilmen, extension of price controls with allocation rules,
ad infinitum. . . . "

Editorial, Columbia Record, 2/24/75

"President Ford was every bit the salesman, the guy with a program he
believes in so strongly he apparently does not intend to yield to his opposition.

"He talked as if he knew everyone in the room personally. It came freely.
There were no notes. He knew his figures, his dates and his subjects. . .

"His breakfast with the news executives hit some high spots in the nation's
nced to gain, through conservation and expanded domestic production of
gas, oil, and coal, indcpendence in the energy ficld. " .

Column by Sam Wood, Editor
Austin American Statesman, 2/12/73
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"The President, who talked and fielded questions immediately after the
breakfast did a good sales job. . .

""You may not agree with the President's program (and I admit to serious
reservations as to its inflationary effect on the economy), but you must
admit to his argument that at least he HAS a program, while Congress has
dilly-dallied on the matter. He's willing to compromise, and, as he told
us in Houston, he is realist enough not to expect to get everything he asks."

Columns by Robert W. (Pete) Lee
Vice President and Editor
El Paso Herald Post, 2/13 and 2/14/75

" "The Ford Administration has at least come up with an economic game
plan. . . which is more than Congress has done. We think the President's
plan should be given a chance to work, without being altered into an
unrecognizable form which will give the critics a chance to say 'I told

you so'." '

Editorial, WRCB-TV
Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/10/75

"It has been a pleasure to have had the President here. He certainly
has left us with some better understanding of him and his programs.
And we trust that he has found something warthwhile here which he
cannot find in Washington--a better reading of the country."

Editorial, Houston Chronicle, 2/11/75
(Reprinted in part in The New Orleans Times-Picavune, 2/25/75)

"News executives attending the 'backgrounder' breakfast had kind words
about the President's frankness and informality."

News story, Dallas Morning Wews, 2/12/75

“"Part of the President's pitch to the public is his claim that Congress will
neither back his plan of action nor produce a plan of its own. On Tuescay
his claim sounded very convincing."

Editorial, The Dallas Morning News, 2/13/75




"The President impressed those with whom he conferred in Houston
with his earnestness.

"His was a somber attitude which left no doubt of his understanding

of the critical nature of the problem and that it is one which must be
solved. He reinforced that impression with the fact of his compre-

hensive energy program when Congress has none. . .

"The President has laid down a challenge to Congress which it cannot
ignore. The American people should demand of its Congress that it
start prompt action on a bipartisan program with the Presicent to solve
our critical energy emergency.'"

Editorial, Dallas Times Herald, 2/13/75

NPresident Ford's visit to Houston can be scored as a skillful exercise

in public relations and political strategy to bring pressure on Congress

to act on the energy crisis--even if it does not adopt his own controver-
sial program, . .

"The most distinct impression this editor brought away from the Houston
activities was that he has made his pitch and now stands reacdy to com-
promise. "

Cplumn, Ed N. Wishcamper, Editor
Abilene Reporter News, 2/12/75

"The momentum, then, is with President Ford. His visit here, as
elsewhere, has left an impression that this Chief Executive, blessedly,
is a straightforward and honest man who may not have all the answers
but is seeking them doggedly. Given a basis, a starting point, he can
and will compromise with the Congress onthe best course to pursue in
a time that is increasingly perilous. And short.'

Editorial, ""The Visitor Has His Itinery--Where Is Congress
Headed? ', The Miami Herald, 2/27/75




1, ., . President Ford talked at length over the breakfast with 36 heads
of regional newspapers, newspaper chains and broadcasting companies.
Many of the media heads later said they were impressed with his grasp
of the energy and economic problems and his eagerness to hear all
views. One can easily imagine these news executives going to lunch

back home and bragging to their colleagues, 'and when I told the President'. . .~

Column ""When Jerry Ford Seeks A Better Idea,
He Listens, " Paul Healy, New York Daily News,
2/28/75
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J. Carrol Dadi-muan

Evsrutive Liditnr sad Ve Prosdem ) ) .
The Ledzer-Enquirer ‘ '
P.0. Bus T . - .
Columbus, Ga. 31902 : : ~
-
, . -

February 5, 1975

: . : | : IS
Mr. Ron Nessan s o €928 .
Press Secretary to the Presida - ZZB'
Whits hcuss :
Washington, D. C,
Daar Ron:
. Thank you again for ths invitation to breakfast with thas

President yestarday morning.

It i3 a distinct honor, of course, to bs in the Prasidantis
company, rarticularly at so limited a gathering., e espzcially
appreciate his conveying 1o us personally his id2as about how to
deal with ths grsai proovlems that confront all of us ab this tire,

I think everyone cane away irmpressed with the Presidsni's
forthrizniress, sincerity, ard dstermirmation Lo do sormethirz adout
our ersrgy amd econcmics crisis. It is quits refrsshing to sze
an adminisiration so opsn and so anxious to listen to the views

of a cross section of Amerizans.

It was a pleasure to mast you and ths other Whits Fouse
officials present, ¥e hope you will coaxe back to Gsorgia again,

Best wishes,

o . ’
Ot
L AAD .;’.,/’52.;,; LAl

J. Carrol Dadisman
V.-
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_ CHATTANOOGA NEWS.FRi PRESS
- . February 5, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessan

Press Secretary to the President
"The Vhite iousa

Washington, D. C.

'

Dear Mr. Nessen: \

.Thank you very much for the invitation to mest the
President at breakfast in Atlanta Thesday; February 4, ani
attend the'afternoon press conferénce.

It was a pleasure to be your guast andvto have the
benefit of hearing Mr. Ford express in detail and personzll,
his views'rclating to the problems of our nation tcday zn3
efforts to solve then.

This information will be valuable background for
editorial and news purposes,

My thanks for fine hospitality on an important
occasion. . ‘ .

Sincerely, -

-
-

< :'... NPIRIA (_/".t.'f"‘: N ——
Lee Anderson
Editor

LA: fr .
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RUST CRAFT BROADCASTING OF TENNESSEE, INC.
900 WHITEMALL ROAD, CHATTANOQGA, TENN. 37405
AREA CODE 615 267-5412

Presented by Georce A. Stevens, General Manz-3

-

| <
WRTB-TV 3B j—-—\:’-‘f
NS

February 10, 1975

While Congress has had a grand tims lately criticizing Presicant Ford's
economic and enargy proposals and suggesting alternatives of itheir cwn, Thay <z~
seem to be concerned enough to cancel th=ir usual February recass o siz/ in
Washington and work on the serious problems facing this country. Thz House is
already in recess and the Senate is about To be. And som2 mzmders of ins SenzTs

~our own two senators among them, are geviing a head start on Vhe rscess.” Ssznz~:
"Bil'l Brock'is home Tn Chattanocga while his Finance Committee was struggiing 7=
find enough members to do business. And Senator doward Baker is of{ in Zzlifc--
campaigning for the Republican presidential nomination. iieanwiile, the Presizz-
economic proposals are getting more criticism than th2y probably daserva. Thz :
with economics is that there are as many economic thsories as Thers are sconom’s

! <

bt ]

which makes it difficult fo pick out which programs will work and which w
The Ford administration has at least come up with an economic gams plan...whic
. more than Congress has done. We think the President's plan should =2 gi.en a =
to work, without being altered into an unrecognizable form which wiil give thsz
a chance to say "l told you so." |I'm George Stevens, General Manazz=r of WAC3-7.
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February 21, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessce:

Press Secretary to the President
White House

‘Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Nessen:

- Please excuse the delay, but I had intended to write to vou
earlier to express my appreciation for your kind invitation
to attend the breakfast meeting with President Ford in At-
lanta on February 4th. If you would, please convey to the

o~ President my gratitude for the opportunity to hear first

- hand some of his thinking concerning the serious problems fac-
in the-nation. ' : '

"In my brief chat with the President following the breakfast,
I found him to be an affable and personable gentleman.

My best wishes to you and the President as you pursue your

goals in meeting the needs of our nation in these difficult
- tinmes.

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

BAHAKEL BROADCASTING

Cy N. Bahakel

CNB/m11
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Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.
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- Jock Torver, President ) Jock Spolding, Editor
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ATLANTA  ILY WORLD
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A Significant Conferance

T oAb Taed v b Ablamba Aanmdavy and

Under the price’ increase plan, enerzy taxss
would produce atout 30 billion of whica 19 biiiicn
would go back to individuals of low incone. yae



ATLANTA DAILY, DRLD o
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"Thc history of liberty is a history of limitations of

govemmentnl power, not the increase of it. When we resist,
therefore, the concentration of power, we are resisting the
process of death, because concentration of powsr is what always

p;ecedes the destruction of human liberties.” !
Woodrow Wilson
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* The Roads To Prosperity
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ess the results ot the President's visit to
ssible for weeks or months to

N one can truly ass
ftianta., We doubt that will be po

CH Co )
————
" N . oy

-~ o o ™ o o A e



L s



o, . o, s .
) Lﬂ% Uk Pintr 0l Lexns . .,

N N b -

! . ', “ —~1va
. —/ Ox&ee 0F ke Phatersnt Gavernor
o Anztin -
wWiLLIAM P HOBBY
MEUTL S ANT GOVERNDA : ) Febl"ua l"y ] 3 ’ ] 97 5

s

- The President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for the enjoyable ana pfcductive breakfast session
in Houston. I think it greatly aided the understanding of
your positions by all present.

Following up on our discussion of natural gas taxation, I
must reiterate my opposition to the $.37 across-iihe-board
approach. This increased cost would be passed on to all con-
sumers in Texas and elsewhere--tnrough utility rates and
through the cost of products derived from natural gas or
produced at plants powered by natural gas. Our best estimates

-are that this excise tax would cost each person in Texas (not

households) an additional $127.56 per vear. This is 3.8 times
the proposed income tax rebate of $33.48 per person for 1974,
without including the cost of the excise tax on crude oil.

Although I agree with the need for stringent conservation, I
feel that this tax would serve no other purpose than to feed
inflation. Texans already are conserving as much as possible
because natural gas prices have jumped enormously over the
past 18 months. The State Board of Control, which cperates
our Capitol complex of offices, is now paying $1.26/mcf, as
compared to the Federal Power Commission's regulafed price of
$.50/mct for interstate sales. Lven with the orice incrooses,
the Federal Power Commission has estimated that Texas will
suffer curtailments of 208 million mcT this winter. These cur-
tailments will slow production of petroleum anc petrochemical

products and of construction materials, all of which-are reeded

to keep the economy running. B8ecause of the unavailability of
fuel, our utilities already are converting to nuclear and coal-
pevered plants. Three ligrnite flants are operating row, and
threec more are planned.

.



The President . -2- ‘February 13, 1975

An alternative action that you and Congress might consider is
the deferred imposition of an excise tax on natural gas usad
.as a boiler fuel, to become effective scme time in the future,
such as 1982. This would provide an economic incentive for
the utilities and other industries to convert before that time.
The economic advantage of conversion would also help these
industries to obtain financing of the conversion.

A more important and sounder conservation measure would be to
require the extraction of a minimum percentage of the ethzne
from natural gas, which would ensure the supp]y of these hign-
BTU hydrocarbons for those markets dependent cn them, inciuding
rural homes and schoois for heating and cookirng; fTarmers who
use these fuels for drying crops; and the petrochemical indus-
tries who use these hydrocarbons as the raw meterial Tor raking
rubber, plastics, medicines, and fibers on which our econcny

is so dependent. The Texas Legislature is considering prcscosals
in these areas at this time, but any action we tz2ke on thz
intrastate market cannot be effective unless similar steps are
taken on the interstate market at the same time.

I want to express my appreciation fer your willingness to propose
action forthrightly for dealing with our energy problems. Of
course, decontrol of the price of crude oil, at least frco fields
using secondary and tertiary recovery mebbods and preferaily

from all crude o0il, by executive action is the one step that
would move us closer to reducing our energy vulnerability than
‘any other action available to you today. Althcucn I disazree
with some portions of your program, I am grateful for yocur
leadership in trying to get America moving toward a raticnal
national energy policy.

Sincerely,

Phts
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EDWARD \V/ CHEVIOT
VICE PEZSOSNT . 3
AND GINEPAL MANAGER . FEB 24 1375

February 20, 1975

Dear Mr. President:

I want to thank you for inviting me to participate in
'the briefing which you held in Houston for the southwest
regional naws mecia exescutives on February 11th.

"I am convinced that your extraordinary efforts to
communicaiz to the naws media in this kind of forum
will be procductive and fruitful, and 1 would hops that
ycur ofics would continue to use this vehicle in your
future enceavors. '

Your cancdor and yocur determination to "get the message
out" to those of us who can transmit it to millions of
Americans is a new approach that will help to enlighten
the couniry as a wnole.

Sincerely,

- g ’

Edward V. Creviot

The Presidznt of the Unitad States
The Whita House
Washirgton, D. C,.

be: Ron Nesson .
Press Secretary

P.O OOX DG, SAN ANTOSVNIS TEXAS 70099, TOL (S12) 226-a4251
«CAVECO DNRDAOCAITING CONDPARATION

oW b . ———————-
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February 27, 1975

Gerald Warren, Deputy Press Secretary
THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Warren:

Thank you most kindly for sending me the
President's energy and economic proposals in documentary
form.

I was impressed with President Ford's forth-
rightness and low-keyed excellence in presenting his ideas
to the folks at the Houston breakfast meeting. I told him
there and then I was for him 1000% - and I meant it.

Sincerely,
| c=Tovsy

[ i~ - ~——
- — -~ s .
- e

. /_'.;x.,g‘.;’.;:x?qs—
Pat Taggarctia=: s

PT/r
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February 20, 1975

Gerald L. Yarren, ‘
Deputy Press Sacretary to the President,
Yhit=s Eouse,

Washington, D.C. . \

Dear Jerry:

‘Thank you so very nuch for the in‘ov“=t40h which you sant to
me concernling the President's eccnomic and energy programs.

‘Those documsnts will be very helpful, as was the

breazkfast
visit with the President in Houston. I think that his mathod
of carrying his fight directly to the people at the grassrcois
level is very effective,
I ar enclosing and editorial from the Journal cf Februzry 19

S b amd

br
concerning the President's right to make such a grass
‘Presentation, I thought you might find it of interest,

One recquest please, Jerrv: If vou could possibly do so, would
you sze if you <o ould track down a copy of Alan Gresnstan's
30-pa e treatise the economy? I should like very nuch to
see it. :

Thank vou verv nuch for vour efforts in advance and for +he
information I »eceived today.

Sincerely,

(L ;77“’ ) .
z¢/’7 /‘9 bt | -7

Stanley R, Tiner,
Editor.
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HUGH B. PATTERSON, JR,
PRESIOLNT ANO PUBLISHER February 24 ’ 1975

-

Mr. Geralé L. Warren

Deputy Press Secretary
to the President

The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Jerry:

I appreciate your sending the
-coples of the basic documents relat-
ing to the President's economic and
energy programs. :

I had intended before now to
write and express ny pleasure at visit-
ing with you in Houston, but I have
been extroﬂely busy, and so I will
just take this opportunity to say that
our visit added considerably to the-
value of the Houston meeting for me.

Sincerely yours,

7

Hugh B. Patterson,Jdr.

HBP :mnm

i ew e o >
.
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I%,xua\ranty Broadcasting Corporation
P. O, BOX 2671 BATON ROUGE, LA. 70821
- ACBS TELEVISION NETWORK AFFILIATE

TELEUSION CH. 3 [FM 53 MC

February 24, 1975

‘Mr. Gerald L. Warren
Deputy Press Secretary
to the President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Warren:

I appreciated the invite to breakfast with President Ford zad
you and your associates in Houston. Ve were grateful for the
frank cozments and honest answers to the various questioxs.

Thank you also for enclosing the material with your Februzwy 13
letter. It has been handed, along with your telephone nu=:ar,
to our News Director for his use.

Thank you again for your cooperation.

Best regards,

Ay
T. E. Gibbens
President & Gereral Manag=r

« TEG/pa ' . N
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EL PASO HERAL_/POST
February 11, 1975

/ ' .
"Asks Quick

Action s

On Energy

- By ROBEZT W.LZE
.. Hares'd-Past Seitae A
HOUSTON — ?rcsndgnt

Tt 3o,

PRESIDENT FORD said it-
was estimated his prezram
would cost the nation betwean
$20 and $31 billion per yearzad
would represent a 2 Dercantin.
crease in the cost of living, B¢,
he said, that increased cest

" . would be offset by the foilowing

Provisioas: state and local zov

ernreats would zet hac': some2
$2 billion via Revenua Sharinz;

individuals which woyid exze-
rience an increased cest ¢f

e e e




EL PASO HERALD POST
February 13, 197

Whatever else President Gerald
Ford may be, he certainiy is one of our
Jeast pretentious Presidents.
© 1 was standing in the Continental
Room of the Shamrock Hilton Hotel in

TlArrebAarm "Trrmerd mer o Amvmeomet  momomdteom

J P R
™l oy LEINTATAN AN
o7 8 LODINST

-By PEIC LEE -

* A REACTION I heard from many
pedple when the pregram was first an-

“nounced went something like this: “Biz

The question naturally arises: We:
go through all this exercise if everya:o
is going to get back in taxes wiat

A .._.._-..-.4 2 nl mmmbmD
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President Ford has been stumping

the country to drum up support for his

energy and economics program, and
has an obvious feeling that he is mak-
in3 some headway.

Y ast Mirazsdayvy im ITAiicbam L%ie .17

\sgffx‘ f]
By?ficl‘ff

sitll would be a geed to redyce reliance
on imgorts.

He points to the fact that imports

last year were around seven million

barrels, as opposed to six million the

Wwonr arare Awmmd S mAaiebe 2o bacys v ss a be
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= o *lpt us reason tegother” style of Lyudon

[P IR S
By SAMWOOD Y L . — .
Py A ST _ Related Stasics, Pape?

e Johason, A e 4t formaltity of Nixon was

o e o tecrs v s 1 0em Yy r ey



AUSTIN AMERICAX STATESMAN
February 12, 1975




HOUSTON CHRON_ZLE
February 11, 1975

Ford Disc '5 o5 H |
Plcms W :'i} News X



Pege 2, Section 4 Tuesday, Februars{ 11, 193 ';:.-..-4 m .é i ~‘ o d 4 ek ‘-'3

AAT AT

Y A5 ;‘leﬁ

e ot m P A m Dewncrdanmtle almin e

Gelting out of



,:- . . e --~ ﬂf Y ‘ P . o -
S G Siting out of W ashington ™
e, L - -
B  eraeie o pouton Crrmiciy - glnmmded.y prosccap.cd with )ts
%4 Regardless_of what he mxgh' -sole industry — government — and -

aCCO"xlDJ'\"‘}lI.Lh_S"\“"n*"ar"nn‘ CIITL.. o/ toripn mwommd fm oI 24 o 't g

1



“‘—JV‘
- . o~ 3 ——ee “ .o m - o -
lug-’agaf':r-m» v e nrﬂm-\qqnﬂu P2 ° S
e 2 . X . Py | .
kui‘-ﬂw)' e J k5u zﬁ‘i’ Jdl,..af

= ]

:Pd"’e 6, S.ct.on 7  Friday, February 14, 1975

£ "L
5 F‘ |4 L EQ
'af;‘!x"&ﬂ-‘] 27 GAY R B EH’!‘k\ft"'\rﬂ(’-}ﬂﬁﬁﬂrﬁ\:}::ﬂ?ﬂm'}‘
A v, . ~N i N B ¢ S IR e L Y [AR] T e O
et O Dl I Vi o) Wi fhiwrd D INcid Al b



HOUSTON POST_,
2/12/75

>

alsg

" By JANEELY 70
. Post Reporler . s

at “the Congress, ‘Ford 2l
3 “rgot ‘imvssme more licks
nz of his Monday mnight din-  azainst'the New Engiand gav-

with the covernors: “Ve  ernors, tha ediiors raperted. =

Dracidant Tard m=ass. ara
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Our unemnloy*nent picture is so con-
“fused almost any reasonable -predic-
txor:——up or down——has some. expc’rt
smport

A.an GI'GPYNTL’-!“) tthn r-hmrm-xn n¢

ne bottor 1 ]ir-'é

Ll L e

‘The Presxdent is reIeasmﬂ Lmoound-
ed furds for sewer treatment pIants
and hwhways and- that will provide
help in due time. Public serwce ]Obo

Ay vyrmrea A = L. 0L
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- An impatiend

This is an impatient nation. It always
“has-been. We have been impatient
with distance. expanding westward

nation

to ¢arry coal or an oilman who wants
to put a well down offshcre oiten sits
back amazed as the bureaucrats
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| The mxhtary evrw'te I"’L e t‘xath‘t s msmuatxon ‘for Cor drecs to am

Cambodla and Scuih Vietnam need . prove at least a poriion of the Dre:x-
more” . military = assistance from the dent’syequest. - T rE

Umted States t‘nt JJS"al vear if they Certainly, we have spent bllhona al-
N e en s tle pandye in Tndnrhma with disccurazing
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~*The tax:bite has becn expecially 1 14
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- By CARDLY\I BARTA ' '
P Political Writar of Th2 News

HOUS e Y Gerald Ford _ FORD'S RESIARKS ASOUT s

tin i hwes governor.
"played down his diiferences with Gov. meeting Wwith Southwestern JOVETROTS

-2 rlea tr to \~-~ d°S'
Dolph Briscoe over poinis in the gov- were in marked contrast 10 ¥

L BEEYYT ention of a  prior mee’ing m,

»
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" News, oldest business insrirution in Texas, wases™ lshed in 1842
while Texas was a Republic

JQseph M. Dealey James M. Maroney Jr.

President Executive V.ce-President
Richard D. Blum William C. Smellage

Vice-President

ico-Presi t
Vice-Presiden ond Secratary

TR~ Suol Katz

Robert T. Richardson i
‘- Treasurer ) -'—""‘"‘mp,g Vice-Fresident

q—.-—-

“Tom J. Simmnns Dick West
.. Managing Editor Ediroriel Diractor

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1975

“The Poorest Answer’

.T'PRESIDENT FORD came to search for larger reserves of con-

P Ao dmer  wtele weermprde $lm b wvantinnal and nennventinnal ¢t



2NRE (YEUT, OLLEIE UuIbiesoy

P

. © whileTexasuasa Repubhc . o .
Joseph ‘)caley <. : ] mes M. Moroney Jr.
Pis at : . cutiva Vice-Prosident
"Richard D.Blum - william C. Smellage
: b .
- Vice-President :731 : ':;‘:"::ﬁ;:;
RoberlT Richardson o <t Sol Katz
Tregsurer - PR vi -
orn = ice-Prasident
;‘ Tom ]. Simmons : Dick West
i Managing éditor Editorial Direstor
’ : RO THURSDAY, FESRUARY 13, 1975

covs*v&mwrs usually -
champion the legis tative branch in
battles betwem the White House

e 9ol TV..b Plaras Ara

A ;-Pmpagmd'a, ;?Qiﬁt

L
-

proutable ooaratxo'x ard sbutdr ¥n
because- cosis 2xcesd returm.

He also. proposes 2 “plowtzzkt
~-adit® _on. oil. company - incsTm2
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.2 -EVERYO\J' K\IOWS " natu- benefrta be extended tu hou'se-
-.~rally, :Congress’ ongoing at- wwes - o
-..I'.empt's'to give us all a “tax cut “with* Miss Jordam's  and
and -to block the President’s Burke’s basic premise—that we
b zqergy p-ogram. But what else are fail “to - recognize homemaker

w:our lawmakers: -doing up there to
J,ustxfy t}‘eu' $42,500 - anrud sala-

s 1 . 3. O S

services as a valuable contribution
to  the . nation’s economy”—thzre
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THE 1SSUE: President Ford's
energy program ond the ob-
structionist role of Congress
without offering its own plan.

RESIDENT FORD agppar-
ently dldnt convince any of

o PO TP B b J

r/’ aCICh Y 3‘3, '\§

Gov. Dolph Briscoe has said
‘these measures would be a
disaster to Texas. We agree
with him. But even beyond
Texas, the pian raises serious
questions. For onc thing, it is

undoubtedly inflationary at a
e ve by tyFladiAam Y2 (-onu\‘u_

‘/ The President impresszd
!tkose with whom he cenferrzl
(in Houston with his earnesiness.
His was a somber atumils

\ which left no douot of Fisundar-
istandmg of the ¢
of the problem and L.m 1r. 4; c..,
W hxch mu:t bc solvzd
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""THE U.S. HOUSE of Represon-
tauves i3 playing -with economic

~-and. political fire in cons:dering

two Lills to restrict the independ-
ence- o‘ the -Federal Reserve

., k "
jra r S e amy Jveey "1‘?
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F ans Q'rong!y opposcs both

. bills, With goad reason.

Bums warns that if. Congress
orders the Fed to lower interest
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\‘ By LD N. WISHCAMPER
Fditar, Keparter-News
HOUSTON — President Ford's visit to
Houston can be seored as a shillful exer-
cise e pebhe relations el politicad
strafepy Wl mp pn ssne un (um'u 58 (0

notl zd. u,l lu\ Ow n contlrove r\mI nrov'ram.

1151 i an

Juxercise 151 O

Ne WS A'qalys*o .

T Ry

cmecsencies and forothee purgn o5
Then he held ap anstherdoen @ooats
CNow Thave inmy hand here e bill (he

Conre o e been workme vie caee Jan,

1 four pactes - nd et me e Dthe dide

of what the Corgressional actien calis for:

gy st a4y s Year vl Thaa
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MEN aimost grimly tuned to

€CPTNMY-ArerTy miiccing bl

g ecretasy—have visited restless
Texas these past few days and now
have Zown to gier targast areas.
General consensus? President Ford
€isn’t score too many conversions, nor
¢id he Icse points simply because of nis
horey runesty in thres appearances,

. But re leit bekind for two days a
free-swinging cleanup hitter in Interior
Secrezary Rogers Morton wh has
€auseri some second thinking among the
ol inlustry and ire media.

FIFTEEN POUNDS leaner, intent
and Hema

arzoccunied with the tudin
i a dmgzing ecoromy and litle

en sdutions to the dollar-

oil imports, Presisent Ford
seavily in preserdng his pro-
gram 13 200 busitessmen, fve oil state
govermers and a smail cluster of media
execusves,

Hz !>cked very much L%e the aver-
age cincerned man sianding there in
biue s:imt, muted red tie and dark busi-
ness suit before the Houston breakfast
group ¢l newspaper and broadcast lead-
ers. No small talx: no artempt at levity.

K2 came to oil-oricheed Texas, ke
said. i rear from .editors and broad-
casters cuiside of Washington.” He had
been in Conaress long erough, he said,
to khow tiere would ke disazreement
But k2 would welcome irput from the
group.

NOT AS salesman, not as the over-

he mission of two men

I
7

Forrn
“Txe

powerir:g; o a President, he
Faténuy went through us puseed piro-
Sram of oil import tariffs that he knew
bad been editorially opposed by many
he faced.

Not so patiendy he took prodding
wipes at the Congress for footirag.
ging iraction. If Congress acted quickly
with a subsiantive prozram, he said, he
would remove tne nettling tarifi direc-
tive. .

“If they den''—they stay on.” And
the bracing of his jaw indicdted that
fe was ready to go down to the wire
with them. .

“We think we have the votes to
sustain a veta"—if Congress votcs, o3
it is, to impose a 9-day moratorium
on his program while it moids irs
counter program.

BE WARNED that “we are getting
in more and more trouble because of
the whins and fancies of the focoion
0¥ nroducers” ard that if we do notring
o structure a deZaitive program ior
the nex: decade, “we will be in a hiznly
dangemus, vi'lneraole posidon.”

The challenging mood became even
rore obvious when he switched to taa
farassing of enerzy-devendent Norta-
eastern states now stalling federal off-
shore drilling programs,

He detailed the “vigorous opposition”
of the Atlandc coastal’ states, “They
con't want re&naries, they Baznt nuciear
power projects. Many oppose oiishore
driliing efforts and they stronzly oppese
c:anges in the Clean Ax:r Act that would

.-

permit orderly charge from oil to cnal
Iveis, It makes ycu wonder what they
do want .. ."”

Not so zente i1 fast-swirging trizs
to major Texas rewspaper editorial
rooins was Secretary Morton.

A massive man of six feet, six inches
Wrose persuasiveress is as overwhalm.
inz as his physical frame, Sec. Morion
iaid it out in the daiicate cross between
a Phi Beta Kappa scrolar ard a Texas
range wrangier.

IF YOU DIDN'T ot the Ford €con-

. omy-enerzy program irom his scholarly

walx-tharouzh of the President’s 167-page
piar (whicn he did adsgquatsly in 10 min.
uz=s) he could brisf e oprositon with:

“Dammit. let's put it this way. Most
ef the guts, the individual inidative, are
Lwated between 32 tuo mountain
rmzes of this countrv—the Pockies on
it West and the Arzalachiang on the
Exst, The ofher peccie are opposed to
eszrything. They doa't want to do much
af anythinz . . | Yau Texars ougat to
Row what I'm telking abour.”

Tre Ford-Morton tindem sleot little
in Texas. [t went that way for 48 hours
wile much of the Congress was out on
brsf vacation. -

The “takesit-to-the-people™ crusade
wa brittle ard relentiess. Al week's
end, the sera‘ors and tre representa-
tiws were scurtying back to Washing-
ton.

(Felix R McKnuight ic vice chairman

0f The Times Herald ) .
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¢ Even critics — and there are many — of -

President Ford's economic and energy

proposals must admit that it tukes courage

for him to take his idcas to the people, as he

. did Monday and Tuesday in Houston.

s It takes courage because many of the

people Ford has been talking to are critics

of various aspects of his proposals. '
T Dyocidant hac met with more than a

2/12/75



2 Ford Givesn

President Ford and Congress are going to 2/15/75
‘be battling each other enough over

v
e Tebaaiial “~ PEPEY

(€CONOMmMIC &G enelygy p:’uy&';:‘:;’:ii wilngul
" getiing into a fight over Ford's plan to make
the poor pay more for food stamps.
That realization — coupled with the fact
Cansraoce mi~ht have nverriddan a vetg —
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2! . . .
“Get Moving on Energy

President Gerald Ford telieves

in his administration’s energy
proposals, and Ieeis strongly

- genough about their vaiue that he is

maXking the inclern - day
eguivalent of ‘‘whistie - “stop

tours” to take his message 10 the

IR - I & S L .. PO P 3Oy

.

Mr. ¥

Reactions to the administration
rroposals in Houston were not as
ravoradie as the resconse the
President received in Atlanta,
which was to be expected, accor-
ding to one administration official.

By coming to Houston, the
President bezded siraizht to the

vt e A vrmarian?e A1l asvrdl w sen

ord in Houston

c'ud nct like hxs program it shce
be prepared to sclve t"e enery
crisis with a prograin of {i's own.
The Texas and Louisiana ness
officials, who have szer :
state’s cffsrore oil dsvzic
crvrmnlrimr Mtk Af F=a
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Intenor Secretary Rogers \Ior— :
ton, who ac¢ ornpamnd the ..
President to Houston, described
the eastern staies’ attitude in
much the same way as the
President had. Morten also in-
dicated that, cne way or another,
offshore drilling in-the Atlantic
will be accomplished. I feel we
-are geing to win thiz battle, even
,'11 we have to go to the courts to do
" s0,” Morten said.

A sideline topic of the con-
ference cdealt with administration
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‘Dog-in-the-ienger il

Blocking the Oil Tariff

!
n

- Jackson’s plan suggests pri
controls on domestic oil and 23
gives standoy autherity ot TTis

o

_#This is a deg - in - the - These major problems are inex-
rraeger bill,” said Rep. John B. tricably liked tcgether acd the
Anderson, R, in oppuesicg a Executive ard Legisialive oran-
L P , ones are at logzerneads in tnelrr

)
LI

ard income controls and ciiers .
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Llfe is the game that maust be pla)cd Tkis truth at least good lriends we know,

i So live and lauga por be dismayed, as one by one lhe phantoms go —-’Edm Al
Roblnson American Bxb“cal scholar 3" . -

Let S rally behmd Prew
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Presi (nt.” But in trouhled times like
these y.cople are nnt nll that shy.

1rd talked shop with 15 mayors
from teven Southern states for nearly
thyee nours Tuesday nicht in Hdlly-
wond  la Several of the mayors alter-

- ‘\

o9
@ﬂ Ed,.,“v »-,...q‘f t-'J *-1} ;
1 I WAV AN 2

men to beam when the mayer then
promised: “We arve going to encourave

our conmressional leadership from the
South to really get some uction in
Congress.” )

The noxt morning, I . -ide s TFord

] "3 fi o
YR u.‘\r'ﬁn

.’ [L L}.'\bu}.a)

reporters are given ecqual time v’
White 1Touse correspondents during
questioning. Ford's bland answers sel-
dom make hot news, but then he
doesn’t spend ruch time preparing for
the quizzes, either.
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- Where Is uon oress rieaded:

PRESIDENTIAL visits to South seemed to be getting close to doirg.
Florida are nothing new, really. But Mr.  something. ' .
’ 7 > < or Kz .
iool:insj p”’{‘m{‘l‘g dl‘:d task lece.t.}llas (Perbaps: almost as soon as it sur-
round up its two-day manecuver with a , ,
-._-_.,_A..l,.)'..b S Y by faced, the 16-cent provision was shot
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